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TO THE 


BOARD OF SUPERVISION, 


HAVE to report, that on the 3rd of Feburary, I set out for the Western High- 
land and Islands to conduct the special inquiry entrusted to me by the Board’s 
minute of the 16th January, and that I returned on the 17th April, having investi- 
gated the condition of twenty-seven parishes. 

The value of the information collected, must depend in a great measure upon 
the sources from which it was derived, and the mode in which it was obtained. 
It may, therefore, be proper to state the manner in which the inquiry was con- 
ducted. 

The first step was to call a meeting of the parochial board at a stated time. 
These boards are everywhere composed of some of the most intelligent persons 
inhabiting different parts of the parish, who are generally able to speak from per- 
sonal observation as to the condition and circumstances of all the inhabitants. The 
information to be obtained from a body so composed, at a meeting where every 
question addressed to them was publicly discussed, and generally in the presence 
of resident inhabitants who were not members of the board, was obviously import- 
ant; and advantage was taken of the facility thus afforded to collect both facts 
and opinions. 

Before any questions were addressed to the parochial boards, the objects of the 
inquiry were explained to them, and they were informed that it pointed rather to 
the proper application of the local resources than to any measures for providing 
extraneous aid, of which no prospect could be held out to them Their attention 
was directed to the obligation imposed upon them by statute, to give adequate 
relief to all disabled and destitute persons who applied for it, and to the necessary 
consequence, that destitute persons who, from want of sufficient food, ceased to be 
able-bodied, had a right to relief. They were informed that, while the statute of 
1845, did not recognise in able-bodied persons out of employment a right to 
demand relief, it recognised in parochial boards a discretionary power to apply 
the funds raised by assessment to the temporary relief of occasional poor ; and (on 
the authority of a joint opinion from the late Lord-Advocate and the late Dean 
of Faculty) they were told that this discretionary power extended to the 
temporary relief of able-bodied persons in absolute want of the means of subsist- 
ence. That, viewed merely as a question of economy, with reference to the pecuni- 
ary interests of the rate-payers, and independent of all other considerations, it was 
desirable that they should deliberately weigh and determine, whether it was not 
more advantageous to give temporary aid to an able-bodied person who is abso- 
lutely without the means of subsistence, than to withhold relief until he is dis- 
abled by want, and has thus acquired a legal righg,to demand it. I informed 
them that I attached great importance to the preservation and proper exercise of 
the discretionary power to relieve able-bodied persons in absolute want, that had 
been confided to our parochial boards. It afforded, on any emergency, the means 
of equitably and legally applying the local resources to the temporary relief of 
destitution, without having recourse to the more hazardous expedient of a per- 
manent compulsory provision for the relief of able-bodied persons out of employ- 
ment. Butit was for them to determine in what manner they would use that 
power, the exercise of which was left entirely to their own discretion. 

Certain written questions were then laid before them, with a request that they 
might be put by the chairman to the meeting and recorded in their minutes, 
together with such answers as they might think it proper to give tothem. When 
the answers to these questions had heen recorded by the parochial board after a 
full discussion,—other questions were addressed to the whole body of persons 
assembled, whether members of the parochial board or spectators, not as a board, 
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but a body of resident inhabitants well acquainted with the parish, who could give 
useful information regarding it. The questions then put were openly discussed 
by the persons present. The substance of their answers was afterwards read over 
to them, and having been corrected, was signed generally by all who understood 
English and who could sign their names, and occasionally also the names of per- 
sons who could not sign them were affixed by their own desire, and attested. On 
two or three occasions there were present, either as members of the board or spec- 
tators of their proceedings, some one or two persons who did not concur in all the 
answers thus given, and who therefore were not asked tosign them. But although 
there was frequently some disparity in the opinions first announced, and the dis- 
cussion, in many cases carried on partly in English and partly in Gaelic, occa- 
sionally threatened to become too warm, these heats, when they happened to occur, 
were easily overcome ; and the ultimate unanimity of opinion at which they arrived, 
after a full explanation of each others’ meaning, was generally remarkable. | 

The information thus obtained was undoubtedly valuable, and its accuracy was 
established by a weight of authority, such as the statement of no single witness 
could claim; yet in most of the parishes the inquiry would still have been essen- 
tially defective, if persons who did not attend those meetings, or who had special 
information on particular subjects of inquiry, or who might have statements to 
make that were not suited for public discussion, had not been separately examined. 
I had power under the statute to summon witnesses and to examine them on oath ; 
but the ready acquiescence of every one whose evidence I expressed a desire to 
take, made it unnecessary in any instance to issue a formal summons; and havin 
the alternative, instead of administering an oath, of taking in writing the declara- 
tion of a witness and calling upon him to sign it, I preferred the latter mode, and 
all the evidence was taken in that manner. 

Wherever the length of my stay in the vicinity admitted of it, and especially in 
Mull, Skye, Lewis, and Uist, steps were taken to have it intimated to the work- 
ing-classes generally that, if the inhabitants of each division of a parish, or the 
members of any congregation, would select two or three persons of their own 
class, in whom they had confidence, to communicate with me, I should be ready to 
receive them at a stated time and place. The people availed themselves of this 
invitation with the greatest alacrity, especially in Skye, where the number of 
persons deputed to meet me at Portree, Dunvegan, and Isle-Oronsay, during five 
entire days devoted to receiving them, and taking the substance of their state- 
ments, was so great as to cause a Jittle momentary confusion and delay. In Skye, 
too, the number of petitions presented, and the rapidity with which they were got 
up, indicated an active agency for that purpose. I have reason to believe that, in 
some cases at Icast, the persons in whose names petitions were presented, were 
either altogether ignorant, or imperfectly informed, of their contents. | 

It is due to the working classes, in the parishes I have visited, to state that 
their deportment was uniformly civil and obliging, even in circumstances that 
might have produced feelings of discontent. They had very generally formed or 
imbibed erroneous and exaggerated notions of their rights, and especially with 
reference to the occupation of land, and to some supposed obligation on the part 
of the nation, or of the government as representing the nation, to provide them 
with employment and the means of subsistence, where they reside; and thus to 
relieve them from the necessity of going from home to look for employment. 
There was an impression or belief that the aid they had received for some years 
was but the fulfilment of some such acknowledged obligation. Almost every- 
where there was a confident expectation that the usual relief would be renewed 
this year. ach year they had been told that the relief was to cease, and every 
succeeding year it had been renewed, and so they believed it would be now. If 
all other sources failed, they believed that the government—which hitherto, they 
said, had donc nothing for the Highlands—could not refuse to provide the com- 
paratively small amount of assistance they required, when so vast an amount had 
been given to Ireland. They contrasted their own loyalty and respect for the 
laws with occurrences in that country, and asked whether it was possible that the 
Qucen, after doing so much for a rebellious people, who had set the laws at defiance, 
should refuse all assistance to a people who had constantly been loyal and orderly? 
They expressed a conviction that their case had not yet been properly represented 
to Her Majesty, and their hope that I would supply the omission. 

Everything I had to state to them was calculated to disappoint their expecta- 
tions. J pointed out the erroneous character of the notions they had adopted, and 
the fallacy of many of their views. I explained to them the true nature and 
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source of the relief they had been receiving; the certainty that it could not be 
renewed, and that consequently they must henceforth rely upon their own exer- 
tions. I told them that, although such intimations might be unpleasant, I thought 
it better that I should undeceive them than allow them to delude themselves with 
expectations that could end only in disappointment; yet I did not anywhere 
observe a tone, a look, or a gesture that indicated resentment, or even irritation. 
They frequently argued freely, sometimes with considerable ability and subtlety, 
never with rudeness, and often with a politeness and delicacy of deportment that 
would have been graceful in any society, and such as perhaps no men of their 
class, in any other country I am acquainted with, could have maintained in similar 
circumstances. Many went away dejected, but none without some parting expres- 
sions of personal kindness or obligation. 

In the deputations that met me, there were always some persons who spoke 
English, and generally more who understood it; but there were others, frequently 
the most intelligent and the best informed, who were acquainted with no language 
but their own. In such cases, a great part of the examinations was conducted in 
Gaelic and taken down from the translation dictated by me, so as that each word 
was audible to every one present The whole was afterwards carefully gone over 
with those who understood English, and was signed only after they had been 
satisfied of its accuracy. 

The written evidence, which is generally the substance or result of long state- 
ments or examinations, is that on which I shall mainly rely; but I could not pass 
through so great an extent of country for the purpose of observation,—I could 
not be present at so many discussions of the subjects of my inquiry, by some of 
the most intelligent men in each parish, and communicate with the working 
classes, not only formally through organs selected by themselves, but also casually 
and familiarly, without receiving much information and many impressions which I 
was unable to record in the form of written evidence. 

Information as to the revenue and expenditure on the different properties was 
readily furnished by many of the proprietors, who directed abstracts of their ac- 
counts to be transmitted according to a form sent to them for that purpose. That 
form was prepared with a view to show the amount received in wages and gratui- 
ties from the proprietor by the inhabitants of each property, in addition to elee- 
mosynary aid; and thus to furnish the means of estimating the total amount that 
had been applied to the maintenance of the population beyond their ordinary and 
permanent resources. 

Iam indebted to Mr Yule, the officer in charge of H.M.S. “Comet,” for the 
great facilities he afforded me. At an unfavourable season of the year, his excel- 
lent arrangements, vigilance, and prudence, enabled me to proceed with the busi- 
ness on which I was engaged, without detention or anxiety, and without the 
slightest accident ; and his uniform politeness and attention removed or lessened 
many of the discomforts of a winter voyage that occupied about two months. 
The officers of the “ Comet ” omitted no opportunity of making my stay on board 
agreeable, and the men performed the duties assigned them, in attending upon 
me, with cheerful alacrity. 


The subject of inquiry that first demanded attention, was the present and pro- 
spective urgency and extent of the distress said to prevail in each parish. The 
necessity of immediate assistance, beyond what the local resources could supply, 
to prevent absolute famine, had been urged, some months before, in numerous 
communications from Skye, from the Inverness district of Long Island, and from 
other places. It was, therefore, to be feared that some persons might already 
have suffered in health from want of sufficient food. If so, they could be pointed 
out, and the existence and number of such cases would establish the urgency, and 
in some measure indicate the present extent, of the distress. On the other hand, 
the prospective urgency and extent of destitution could be a matter only of infer- 
ence and opinion—capable, no doubt, of being supported by reasoning, founded 
on established facts, but hardly capable of being immediately verified by observa- 
tion. In the questions addressed to the parochial boards, this distinction was kept 
lM view, and the advantage of preserving it soon became apparent. 

_ Three questions were laid before each parochial board, of which the following 
8 the first :— 
I. Are there at this date, in the parish of , persons, not by law entitled 
to demand relief, who are suffering from want to such an extent as to en- 
danger health or life, notwithstanding every effort they can make to obtain 
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the means of subsistence, and all the aid they are receiving from any 
quarter or source ¢ 


To this question, all the parochial boards, with the exception of two, who mis- 
apprehended its meaning, ultimately recorded an answer in the negative But this 
result was rarely arrived at without some discussion, and the. investigation on 
several occasions of particular cases adduced to support an affirmative answer— 
The examination of such cases was undertaken immediately, the other business 
being suspended till the result was ascertained ; and in no instance did that result 
substantiate the allegation, that there was suffering in health from want of suf- 
ficient food to sustain health. In one instance, the investigation having apparently 
failed to satisfy the gentleman who brought forward the case, it was thought 
proper to record the original statement, and the facts elicited. 

There prevailed, in most of the parishes, a general impression, that there were 
persons in some part of it suffering from want of food; and it was not until the 
members of the parochial boards were called upon to name the individuals who 
were suffering, that it was discovered, either that none of the persons present 
were prepared to point out such a case, or that such cases as were pointed out 
failed, when investigated, to support the allegation. To a majority of the men- 
bers this result was probably quite unexpected; and it served to show the ad- 
vantage of preserving the distinction between matters of fact, that admitted of 
being immediately verified, and statements as to matters of inference and opinion, 
the accuracy of which could not be immediately ascertained. In like manner, 
persons, pointed out by their neighbours of the working class as being in absolute 
want of food, were found, after minute investigation, not to be in that condition. 
It was thus ascertained that, up to this time, the cases of the most urgent destitu- 
tion known in each parish, were not cases of suffering in health from want of 
sufficient food to sustain health. 

It ought not to cause surprise, that the members of most of the parochial boards 
had assumed the existence of absolute want, and were slow to admit that the fact 
could not be established. It had not been questioned that the renewal of relief 
from the destitution fund, earlier in the season than the time referred to, had 
been necessary during the last four years, to prevent deaths from starvation. It 
was assumed that all, or nearly all the persons admitted on the lists of that fund, 
in the first months of each relief season, must otherwise have perished; and when 
that. resource failed, it was naturally or necessarily inferred, that there must be 
persons suffering absolute want. This is explained by Mr Shaw, the sheriff-sub- 
stitute of the Inverness district of Long Island, with his usual intelligence and 
candour. But it appeared that the resources had been sufficient to maintain the 
population in health, up to that date. In fact, the general condition of the in- 
habitants of all of those districts in regard to health, continued to be at least as 
good as it had usually been, and better than appeared to be compatible with suf- 
fering from insufficiency of food. These results were so far satisfactory; but they 
referred only to the past and the present, and gave no sufficient assurance 
for the future, to which the next question was therefore directed. It was a8 
follows :— 


II. Is there good reason to believe, that there will be such persons as the season 
advances? and if so, What is the greatest number of persons that vill 
probably be suffering from want at any one time before next harvest, not- 
withstanding every exertion they can possibly make to procure the means 
of subsistence ¢ 


In answer to this question, the parochial boards, with one or two exceptions, 
recorded their opinion, and in most cases unanimously, that before next harvest 
there would be persons suffering from want; but the members often differed 
widely as to the number who would probably be in that condition; and none of 
the boards were able to state, with confidence, the greatest number that would 
probably be in absolute want at any one time in the course of this year. Various 
modes of estimating that number were suggested, which served to show the 
grounds on which the prospective extent of the destitution was assumed. It was 
proposed to take the number of cottars (persons not holding land), or the number 
who had been upon the relief lists of the destitution fund last year, as equal to the 
number who would this year be in absolute want. But these were obviously con- 
jectural estimates, founded upon insufficient grounds. Many of the cottars were, 
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admittedly, able tomaintain themselves and their families; while, on the other 
hand, the inability of every one who was admitted upon the relief lists to support 
himself and his dependents at the time he was relieved, had been disproved by the 
continued good health of the population, in the absence of that assistance, some 
months after the time when the annual renewal of relief had been considered in- 
dispensable, so long as the fund could furnish it. None of the persons who were 
separately examined were able to throw much light on this subject; and the 
working classes were generally disposed to represent the whole, or the greater part, 
of their own number, as likely to be in the condition referred to. Every direct 
inquiry as to the prospective extent of the distress, either elicited an admission of 
inability to estimate it with any confidence, or was met by answers so vague, con- 
tradictory, or extravagant, that it was impossible to confide in their accuracy. 
But, as the parochial boards were of opinion that there would be suffering caused 
by destitution, it was desirable to ascertain what measures they had taken, or pro- 
posed fo take, for its relief, and with that view the following question was addressed 
to them :— 


III. What measures have been taken by the parochial board, or are proposed 
to be taken, with a view to provide for such emergency ? 


In reply to this question, the parochial boards, with one exception, recorded 
that the inspector had authority to afford temporary relief, in urgent cases, to per- 
sons not entitled by law to demand it. In fact, the parochial boards in the islands 
had begun to exercise their discretionary power to give temporary relief to able- 
bodied persons in absolute want, from the commencement of the distress in 1846 ; 
had suspended that description of relief while the destitution fund was in opera- 
tion, and had spontaneously resumed it, on a limited scale, when that fund was 
understood to be exhausted. The only parochial board that did not record the 
fact that such authority had been given to the inspector, had nevertheless actually 
given that authority ; and the inspector, in his evidence, states that he is exercis- 
ing it. The authority thus given to the inspectors, necessarily devolved upon those 
officers a grave responsibility. The decisions of the courts had established the 
liability of an inspector to be prosecuted criminally, if, from failing to afford 
“needful sustentation” to an applicant who was a fit object of parochial relief, he 
should allow any such person to perish for want of food; and as there was reason 
to fear that in some of those remote parishes, the nature and extent of this re- 
sponsibility was not fully understood, it was considered necessary to address to 
them a circular-letter explaining it. They were at the same time required to 
report to the Board of Supervision any failure on the part of the parochial 
board to provide the funds required to relieve all applicants who are fit objects of 
relief; and to transmit returns of the names and ages of the persons and their 
dependents, who, not being by law entitled to relief, were supplied with aid from 
the parochial funds, and of the amount given to each. 

Though it did not appear that any one had yet suffered in health from want of 
sufficient food to sustain health, yet there could be no doubt that in many parishes 
there were already a greater or less number of persons, capable of maintaining them- 
selves by labour, who were unable to find employment in their own parish or district, 
and who were therefore subsisting partly upon fish and shell-fish, caught and collected 
by themselves and their families, and partly upon parochial and private charity. The 
readiness with which private charity was given by persons who had little to spare, 
was very striking and touching. There are few of the working classes in those 
districts who are not ready to share what they have with a neighbour in distress, 
and the demands upon them had become frequent. It was universally believed, 
that the number of persons requiring aid would increase as the season advanced, 
when the produce of the last harvest would be exhausted by the demands upon it, 
both for food and for the seed then about to be sown; but it was by no means cer- 
tain that many of those who were subsisting partly by alms, could not have main- 
tained themselves by employment elsewhere. On the contrary, there was reason 
to fear, that the expectation of relief at home, detained in the country many who 
could have found the means of living in other parts of the kingdom. | 

It was evident that the ordinary employment of every description in those dis- 
tricts, was altogether inadequate to afford the means of living to all, or nearly all, 
the inhabitants who depend for their subsistence, either wholly or in part, on the 
wages of labour; that distress, therefore, whatever might be its present amount, 
could not be regarded as the temporary effect of a transient cause, but must be 
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considered as the inevitable condition of the population, so long as they relied 
upon the employment which their parishes or districts afforded; and that such of 
the inhabitants as could not get employment enough to maintain them at home, 
must seek it elsewhere, or must ultimately starve, if the potatoes continued to 
fail. It was found that the number of persons depending for the whole, or the 
greater part of their living, upon employment unconnected with the cultivation of 
land occupied by themselves, was much greater than had been anticipated, and 
included a class who had generally been regarded as independent of employment 
for wages. | | | 

The population of all of those districts consists principally of persons holding 
land directly from the proprietor. These tenants may be divided into three 
classes, of which the most numerous is that of “ crofters,” including under that 
designation all persons holding land directly from the proprietor, at rents not ex- 
ceeding L.20 a-year. In every district, the great majority of the population con- 
sists of crofters, The most considerable tenants are the “ tacksmen,” persons hav- 
ing “tacks,” or leases, who generally pay rents exceeding L.50 a-year, and some of 
them several hundreds a-year. Intermediate between the crofters and tacks- 
men, there is another class, paying rents of from L.20 to L.50, who, not having 
leases, are not tacksmen, and not desiring to be classed with the crofters, call 
themselves “ tenants.” Besides these three classes, who hold land directly from 
the proprietor, there is another class, called cottars, who are numerous in some 
parishes and districts, and who either do not hold land at all, or hold it only from 
year to year as sub-tenants. The part of the population not immediately or 
necessarily connected with the cultivation of land is small, and consists of proprie- 
tors, clergy, professional men, innkeepers, shopkeepers, and tradesmen. There are 
nowhere any manufactures, except a little knitting ; and there have been none, ex- 
cept the manufacture of kelp, which has for some years been almost entirely aban- 
doned. The crofters and cottars constitute the great mass of the population. 

Thecottar, unless he be a tradesman, of which there arefew, is altogetherdependent 

_on the wages of labour or the profits of fishing. Such as reside on the more consider- 

able farms, and some who reside on crofts, are allowed by the tenants to cultivate 
patches of ground, chiefly for potatoes; and sometimes, but more rarely, they have 
grazing for one or even two cows, and a few shecp. Both the use of the ground and 
the grazing in such cases are generally paid for by a stated number of days’ work, and 
are therefore merely wages paid in that form instead of in money. In some cases, 
the cottar pays a money rent as sub-tenant of a patch of ground or of grazing for 
a cow; but the money to pay the rent must be earned. In short, he must be 
regarded as altogether dependent on the wages of labour in some places, and the 
profits of fishing in others. 

Until after the middle of the last century, the land appears to have been 
occupied exclusively by tacksmen, generally kinsmen or dependents of the pro- 
prietor, with sub-tenants, who held of the tacksmen, and by joint-tenants, who held 
farms in common, each having a stated share. About the time referred to, many 
of the farms held by tacksmen seem to have been taken directly from the pro- 
prietor by joint-tenants. They grazed their stock upon the pasture in common, 
and cultivated the arable land in alternate ridges, or “ rigs,” distributed annually, 
and called “run-rig.” By this arrangement, each got a portion of the better and 
the worse land; but no one had two contiguous ridges, or the same ridge for 
two successive years, unless by accident. Since the commencement of the pre- 
sent century, the arable land has, in most cases, been divided into separate por- 
tions, of which one was assigned to each of the joint-tenants or crofters, the 
grazing, as formerly, remaining in common. 

This division of the arable land into separate crofts immediately caused, a8 
might be expected, a great increase of produce; and districts which had formerly 
imported food annually, now produced enough to support the population, then 
comparatively small. But the change also led to evils which had not been fore- 
seen. While the farms were held by joint-tenants, no one of them could subdi- 
vide even his own share without the consent of his partners, which was rarely 
obtained ; but on the division of the arable land, the crofters, who had lived in 
hamlets or clusters of cottages, now generally established themselves separately on 
their crofts. Their houses, erected by themselves, are of stone and earth or clay. 
The only materials they purchase are the doors, and, in most cases, the rafters 
of the roof, on which are laid thin turf, covered with thatch. The crofter’s fur- 
niture consists of some rude bedsteads, a table, some stools, chests, and a few 
cooking utensils. At one end of the house, often entering by the same door, 38 
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the byre for his cattle; at the other, the barn for his crop. His fuel is the peat 
he cuts in the neighbouring moss, of which an allotted portion is often attached 
to each croft. His capital consists of his cattle, his sheep, and, perhaps, one or 
more horses or ponies; of his crop, that is to feed him till next harvest, provide 
seed and winter provender for his animals; of his furniture, his implements, the 
rafters of his house, and generally a boat, or share of a boat, nets, or other fishing- 
gear, With some barrels of salt herrings, or bundles of dried cod or ling for winter 
use. Of fresh fish he can almost always command a supply, for in those districts 
there are few crofts that are far from the coast. While his croft supplied him 
with food and great part of his clothing, and his annual sales of cattle sufficed to 
pay his rent, he lived in a rude abundance, with little labour, and knew nothing 
of the unremitting daily toil by which labourers in other parts of the country gain 
their livelihood. 

When the lands of each farm were divided into separate crofts, a rent was 
fixed for each, varying according to the extent and quality of the arable land, the 
grazing being in common and of equal value to all. These rents have gencrally 
been determined by professional surveyors or valuators for a whole farm, and the 
amount distributed over the crofts it contains by the crofters themselves, in con- 
cert with the proprietor or his factor. In some cases the rent for each croft was 
fixed before its occupant was known, and the crofts at predetermined rents were 
distributed by lot. The rent of the croft, once fixed, remains unchanged, unless 
in the event of a general increase or reduction of all the rents on the property, or 
part of the property, in which it is situated ; and in all cases that rent includes 
the hill-grazing which is almost always attached to it. Once established in his 
small farm, the crofter’s name is entered on the rent-roll, and so long as he pays 
his rent, he does not expect to be removed, unless as a punishment for delin- 
quency. On some of the old hereditary properties, the occupation of the croft 
has by custom: become hereditary, the son, if in a condition to take a croft, suc- 
ceeding to his father’s as a matter of course ; and this custom has generally been 
respected by persons who have recently acquired large properties where it was 
established. But where estates have been much divided, and especially where 
small properties have been purchased on speculation, or acquired by persons not 
previously acquainted with the custom, it has not been so gencrally regarded. 

As originally allotted, in the Islands at least, the crofts appcar to have been 
quite sufficient to afford the maintenance of a family and the means of paying the 
established rent ; but when kelp was largely and profitably manufactured, when 
potatoes were extensively and successfully cultivated, when the fishings were good 
and the price of cattle high, the crofter found his croft more than sufficient 
for his wants; and when a son or a daughter married, he divided it with the 
young couple, who built themselves another house upon it, lived upon the pro- 
duce, and paid a part of the rent. Thus, many crofts which still stand in the 
rent-roll in the name of one occupant, who is held responsible for the whole rent, 
are, in fact, occupied by two, three, or even, in some cases, four familics. On 
some properties an effort was made to prevent this subdivision. The erection of 
an additional house on any croft was probibited, and the prohibition was enforced ; 
but the evil was not thereby arrested. The married son or daughter was received 
into the house of the original occupant ; and if the land was not actually divided, 
it was not the less required to support two or more families. Attempts were, in 
some cases, made to put an end to this practice, but it was found to involve so 
much apparent cruelty and injustice, and it was so revolting to the feelings of all 
concerned, that children should be expclled from the houses of their parents, that 
the evil was submitted to, and still continues to exist. The population was 
progressively increasing, and a large part of the inercase was accumulated 
upon the crofts, in addition to the original occupants. Other circumstances 
contributed to the same result. The manufacture of kelp, which at one time 
brought to the proprietors in those districts a revenue equal to that derived from 
the land, gave employment to a great number of the inhabitants ; but as that ein- 
ployment was for only six weeks or two months, and it was necessary to provide 
for the manufacturers the means of living during the whole year, smal! crofts 
were assigned to many persons in situations favourable for the manufacture, 
which were not alone sufficient to maintain a family, but which, with the wages 
of the manufacturer, were sufficient. When a change in the fiscal regulations 
destroyed this manufacture, the people engaged in it were thrown out of 
employment, and had they not been separated by habits and language from 
the majority of the population, they would no doubt gradually have dis 
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persed and sought other occupations; but having little intercourse with other 
parts of the kingdom, which were to them a foreign country, they clung to their 
native soil after the manufacture in which they had been engaged was abandoned ; 
and the crofts they occupied were then insufficient to afford them subsistence. 
Emigration took place from time to time, and somewhat retarded the increase of 
numbers; but the emigrants were the more prosperous of the “tenants” and 
crofters, not the persons who had difficulty in finding subsistence at home,—and as 
the proprietors became uneasy at the amount of population accumulating on their 
properties, and their revenues were reduced by the destruction of the kelp manu- 
facture, they became desirous to check the one and to increase the other. The 
lands vacated by emigration were let to tacksmen, who, profiting by the advantages 
of sheep farming, then first introduced on a large scale into those districts, and 
being possessed of larger capital, were enabled to give a higher rent for the land 
than crofters could pay, at the same time that these rents were collected at less cost, 
with less trouble, and more certainty. These advantages led the proprietors to 
take every opportunity of converting lands held by crofters into large farms for 
tacksmen, and to establish fishing crofts, and crofts on waste land for such as, 
from failure to pay their rent, or because of the emigration of the other crofters 
on the same farm, or from other causes, it became desirable to remove to make 
room for tacksmen. The crofters who had replaced the original tacksmen, thus 
came in their turn to be replaced by another race of tacksmen. 

These details, necessarily tedious, and perhaps too minute, appeared to be neces- 
sary to a right apprehension of the present condition of that part of the country, 
and to make readily intelligible the cireumstances of particular districts, 

It has been stated, that the number of persons dependent for the whole or the 
greater part of their subsistence upon employment unconnected with the cultiva- 
tion of land occupied by themselves, was greater than had been anticipated. This 
statement will perhaps be better illustrated by analysing the condition of the 
different districts than in any other manner. 

The population of Skye and the adjacent islands of Rasay, Rona, and others 
parochially connected with it, according to the eensus* of this year, is 22,532. 
The number of families is 4335, which gives for each family 5.197, or about 55. 
This district is divided into seven parishes ; of which one, with a population of 1597, 
contains no crofters. In the other six parishes, with a population of 20,935, there 
are, besides those at higher rents, about 1900 crofters at rents not exceeding L.10, 
whose aggregate stipulated rent is about L.8000, the average for each being there- 
fore L.4, 4s. 1d. But the ordinary produce of such a croft as is held in Skye at a 
rent of L.4, 4s. 1d., including the annual sales from the produce of live-stock, 
does not provide an average family with food for six months. Assuming, low- 
ever, that the whole produce would provide food for half the year and seed for 
the next crop, there would remain to be provided from other sources, food for 
six months, rent, poor-rates and other dues, clothing and everything else for 
which money must be paid. These crofters, therefore, as a body, although there 
may be individual exceptions, are dependent for more than half, and probably for 
two-thirds or three-fourths of their means of living, on employment unconnected 
with the cultivation of their crofts. It is a misapprehension, and one that may lead 
to many others, to regard them as a class of smal] farmers, who get, or are now 
expected or supposed to get, their living, and to pay rent, from the produce of their 
erofts. They arc truly labourers, living chiefly by the wages of labour, and holding 
crofts or lots for which they pay rent, not from the produce of the land, but from 
wages. When employment is deficient they are in distress, and if they cannot 
obtain it at home they must seek it elsewhere, or they will starve as certainly as if 
they held no land. 

In the six parishes referred to, of which the population is 20,935, and in which 
there are 1900 families of crofters depending on employment, there are also ]531. 
families of cottars holding no land and having no regular trade. There are there- 
. fore depending on employment for the whole or the greater part of their means of 
living 3431 families, or 17,842 individuals; the annual value of real property in 
those six parishes, as returned to Parliament in 1843, being L.18,189, 0s. 5d., of 
which about L.8000 is rent payable by the crofters, who are not employers of 
labour, but are themselves dependent on employment. Thus the gross rental of 
those parishes, including what is payable by the crofters referred to, is equal to 


I am indebted to Mr Fraser, Sheriff-Substitute of Skye, for an abstract of his analysis of the census 
for that district. . 
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| only 17s. 4d. per head of the population, and to 20s. 4d. per head of the per- 
7 sons requiring employment. No manufacture of any kind is carried on in the 
district, except some knitting, introduced by the committee for the relief of 
destitution; and the only employment is such as may be found in a purely 
agricultural and chiefly pastoral district, of which the whole annual value 
: ig such as has been stated, with occasional fishing, of which the profits have 
| for several years been almost nz/, but which has certainly contributed to the means 
| of subsistence. , ; 
The state of the remaining parish, in which there are no crofters, will serve 
further to illustrate the state of the country. The whole of the land in that 
parish is occupied by eleven tacksmen; besides whom there are 234 families of 
cottars, amounting to 1216 individuals, and 48 families of clergy, professional 
men, innkeepers, shopkeepers, and tradesmen. The annual value of real property, 
as returned to Parliament in 1843, is L.3920, 15s.; the rents which make up that 
sum being paid wholly by persons employing labour, and amounting to above 
3 L.2, 9s. per head of the population, or L.3, 4s. 9d. per head of the persons requir- 
! ing employment. Yet the cottar population in that parish have been unable to 
! find there employment enough to maintain them. 
2 After obtaining even an imperfect knowledge of these facts, it was impossible to 
a resist the inference, that the relief afforded by the Destitution Fund could have sup- 
a plied but a small part of the deficiency in the local means of subsistence, and that 
| the population of Skye must have derived a greater proportion of their maintenance 
from other extraneous sources. Further information confirmed that impression. 
ro On the two large properties, which oceupy at least four-fifths of the district, the 
| rents appear to have been well paid, and paid in cash, not in labour or produce, 
3 without the necessity of distraining. The poor-rates have likewise been paid in 
cash, without one judicial sale for their recovery, and without any alarming accu- 
i mulation of arrears,—in fact, the arrears have latterly been diminished. Both the 
eS rents and poor-rates of the crofters, who are dependent upon employment, have 
been nearly as well paid as those of the larger tenants. Besides the meal supplied 
by the Destitution Fund, a large quantity, the precise amount of which cannot be 
mo ascertained, but which cannot be estimated at less than from 20,000 to 30,000 
“js bolls, has been purchased annually since 1846; and in the year ending 10th 
i October 1850, according to the returns of the Excise,* the whisky duty paid for 
: consumption by retailers, amounted, at retail prices, or 12s. per gallon of diluted 
spirits, to L.10,855 ;—considerably more than double the amount expended on 
relief by the Destitution Fund during the same year, and more than double the 
7 consumption of whisky returned to the Excise-office for the same district in 1845 
a —the year before the distress commenced. 
é It is true that the savings of former years have, in many cases, been expended 
1 in the purchase of food and payment of rent. To meet these demands, some of 
ie the crofters have also been obliged to sell part of their cattle, and many of their 
sheep, which were more easily saleable,—and thus to reduce their stock below the 
uw number for which they have grazing. But the great majority of the crofters in 
Skye who had been able to put a full stock upon their land, still retained, at the 
: time of the inquiry, the whole, or nearly the whole, number of black cattle for 
: which they are allowed grass, and some had also retained the greater part of their 
“3 sheep. On the smaller crofts, some who had owned two cows had only once left, 
and some who originally had only one had been forced to part with it. On the 
smallest crofts, some had never possessed a cow. The expenditure of that part of 
ni their capital bore painful evidence to the progressive deterioration of their cireum- 
stances. But even when added to their ordinary sales, to the aid received from 
. the Destitution Fund, to the sums expended under the Drainage Act, and all else 
that could be earned in the district, would by no means account for their ability 


c to pay rent and poor-rates, to purchase the food they required for themselves and 
“ their families over and above the produce of thcir ecrofts, to keep themselves well 
_ clothed and shod (it is remarkable how rarely a man or woman was scen in Skye 


with ragged or insufficient clothing, or a man without good shoes), and, finally, to 
pay L.10,855 for whisky, and probably half as much for tobacco. 

Li The fact is, that the working classes of Skye, for many years anterior to 1846, 
#, derived a considerable part of their means from the wages of labour in the south. 
: liven before the manufacture of kelp had been abandoned, the crofters of some 


_, Tam indebted to Mr Wood, Chairman of the Board of Inland Revenue, for the returns from which this 
information is derived. , 
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parts at least of Skye appear to have paid their rents chiefly in money earned by 
labour in other parts of the kingdom. When that manufacture ceased, the local 
employment was reduced to a small amount, and the number who went elsewhere 
for wages increased. The decline of the herring-fishery, which for several years 
had yielded little or no profit in Skye, had a similar effect. The failure of the 
potato crop in 1846 still further reduced the local means of subsistence and of 
employing labour, and forced a still greater number to work for wages in different 
parts of the country. From the Pentland Firth to the Tweed, from the Lewis to 
the Isle of Man, the Skye-men sought the employment they could not find at 
home; and there are few families of cottars, or of crofters at rents not exceeding 
L.10, from which at least one individual did not set out, to earn by labour else- 
where the means of paying rent and buying meal for those who remained at home. 
Before 1846, only the younger members of the family left the district for that 
purpose ;—since that year, the crofter himself has often found it necessary to go. 
But young and old, crofters and cottars, to whatever distance they may have gone, 
return home for the winter, with rare exceptions, and remain there nearly altogether 
idle, consuming the produce of the croft, and the proceeds of their own labour, 
till the return of summer and the failure of their supplies warn them that it is 
time to set out again. Those whose means are insufficient to maintain them till 
the winter is past, and who cannot find employment at that season at home, are 
of course in distress, and, having exhausted their own means, are driven to various 
shifts, and forced to seek charitable aid. | 

The tenacity of their attachment to their native soil, and their repugnance to a 
residence in parts of the kingdom where they are foreigners, is great. Years of 
intercourse with the more advanced districts seem to produce no desire to change 
their condition. For twenty successive years, one of the crofters had worked for 
the summer six months in East Lothian with the same master, from whom he 
had a certificate of character and conduct, such as any man in his position might 
be proud of. At the commencement of each winter, he returned to the small 
croft in Waternish, at the northern extremity of Skye, on which his family re- 
sided, and for which he paid a rent of L.5 a-year from the wages he earned with 
Mr Dudgeon, of Easter Broomhouse, near Dunbar. When short of meal or seed- 
corn in the spring, he applied to Mr Dudgeon, who kindly furnished him with 
what he required, on the credit of his next summer’s work. Here, then, was an 
intelligent, enterprising, industrious man, who had lived for one-half of the last 
twenty years in East Lothian, where he had established an excellent character, 
and found a kind employer, to whom he was attached and grateful, yet the idea 
of permanently removing appeared never to have occurred to him. He must have 
been nearly as familiar with life in East Lothian as with life in Skye; but the 
attractions of his croft in Waternish continued to be irresistible. He travelled 
about six hundred miles, separated himself from his family, and worked hard for 
six months every year, that he might continue to enjoy his croft and comparative 
idleness for the other half-year in Waternish. And such was the feeling of every 
one. The most intelligent and active, as well as the more indolent, maintained 
that a man who had worked in the south all summer ought to come home to 
rest himself on his croft for the winter. There is an anxious desire, therefore, to 
have land, and a keen competition for every vacant croft, because it affords not 
only a home in which the affections take root, but also furnishes the means of 
living, for a part of tlie year, with comparatively little labour. But the rent of the 
croft is not affected by this competition, unless on some of the smaller properties 
recently acquired. The competition is for the occupation of the croft, at a rent 
previously fixed, and the man of character, industry, and capital, is of course gene- 
rally preferred. On one, at least, of the smaller properties in Skye, the rents ap- 
pear to have been determined, in a great measure, by competition, and are much 
higher than on the neighbouring properties, where they have been fixed by sur- 
veyors; but even there the desire to occupy a croft is intense. Necessity drives 
these men to seck employment in the south, but it is only to acquire the means of 
returning to their own island and to their crofts. 

Eleemosynary aid, administered on a large scale at their homes, was likely to 
have a more than usually unfavourable influence on such a people; but there 
were some special circumstances, independent of the nature of the supply, or the 
manner of administering it, that tended to aggravate its prejudicial effects in those 
districts, and nowhere more than in Skye. Towards the close of 1845, a change 
in the administration of the laws for the relief of the poor had made the inhabit- 
ants of the Highland districts generally aware that they possessed rights of which 
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they had previously been ignorant; and they immediately conceived exaggerated 


- notions of the nature and extent of those rights. These misapprehensions had 


not been removed when the issue of relief from the Destitution Fund commenced. 
The danger that the relief provided by statute for one class of destitute persons, 
and that provided by voluntary charity for another, might be confounded together 
by the working population in remote parishes, was foreseen, and attempts were 
made to guard against this misapprehension ; but the distinction was not clearly 
understood ; and in the minds even of educated men there was often some con- 
fusion on the subject. The use of the same terms, such as “ Board,” “ Inspector,” 
“ Relief,” &c., no doubt somewhat contributed to produce that result; and it was 
hardly intelligible to the inhabitants of those districts, that relief administered on 
so great a scale by a central board, and through inspectors, some of whom were 
officers in her Majesty’s service, could be derived from the private charity of un- 
known individuals, or could be unconnected with the public authorities of the 
country. They regarded it as the acknowledgment of a right, the precise nature 
and limits of which they did not know, but which they believed to be permanent. 
The relief was administered with remarkable ability and caution, both on the part 
of the committees and of the gentlemen who acted for them. Every effort was 
made to guard against the prejudicial effects of eleemosynary aid. Stringent regu- 
lations were rigidly enforced, and the labour test was applied, at the same time 
that the amount of relief was reduced to a bare subsistence. The experience of 
several years enabled the administrators to mature their system, and correct, under 
the local superintendence of paid officers, whatever had been found defective. 
Yet men of all classes and denominations concur almost unanimously in the 
opinion, that the relief thus administered had a prejudicial effect on the character 
and habits of the people; that it induced them to misrepresent their cireum- 
stances, with a view to participate in it; and caused them to relax their exertions 
for their own maintenance. The extent to which they had become demoralised 
frequently extorted from the older inhabitants expressions of bitter lamentation. 
This effect is attributed not only to the relief from the destitution fund, but also 
to the change in the laws for the relief of the poor; and, whatever may be the 
cause, the fact is unquestionable, that a people who some years ago carefully con- 
cealed their poverty, have learned to parade, and, of course, to exaggerate it. 

The deficiency in the means of subsistence, caused by the failure of the potatoes, 
and the want of sufficient local employment, demanded increased exertion—that 
is, the removal of a greater number for a longer time, to places where employ- 
ment could be obtaincd. It also demanded increased frugality. But relief 
administered at home, tended to rclax those exertions, to induce more to remain, 
and those who went away to return sooner. It also tended to diminish frugality, 
by holding out the prospect of an inexhaustible supply. In times of difficulty, 
when the population is pressing upon the means of employment and subsistence, 
and their utmost exertions will hardly suffice, it is scarcely possible to provide a 
whole population with such an amount of relief from extraneous sources as will 
supply the deficiency caused by even a slight relaxation of their own exertions, 
more especially if that relaxation be accompanied by diminished frugality. Every 
addition to the amount of the relief increases the relaxation and the improvidence. 
With reference to the whole of those districts, but more particularly to Skye~— 
where the working classes depend more upon employment in distant places, than 
in almost any other district—it is probable that the effect of the continued relief, 
after the unforeseen calamity of the first year had been provided for, was, on the 
whole, to diminish, rather than to increase the means of subsistence in the suc- 
ceeding years. That the population became less frugal, is proved by the greatly- 
increased consumption of whisky in 1850, as compared with 1845. 

Let it be supposed that in 1850, the inhabitants of Skye paid, for rent and 
poor-rates, L.25,000; for meal, L.25,000; for whisky, L.10,000; for tobacco, 
clothing, tea, sugar, timber, iron, and all other imported articles, L.12,000. These 
items would give L.72,000 paid for annually, from the productive labour or indus- 
try of the people of Skye, at home or elsewhere. Then, suppose that a relaxation 
in their productive exertions diminished their means of paying by one-sixth—that 
a man produced no more in six days, or six months, than he had previously pro- 
duced in five—the consequence would be to reduce the means of paying, from 
L.72,000 down to L.60,000; and, if the relaxation that caused this diminution 
were occasioned solely by charitable aid to the extent of L.4000, and the expec- 
tation that it would be continued, then the means of paying being only L.64,000, 
would be L.8000 less with the eleemosynary aid, than they would have been 
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without it. Add to this the effects of diminished frugality, such as is shown in 
the increased consumption of whisky in Skye, and it is quite conceivable that dis- 
tress might, for atime, be caused solely by the administration of eleemosyn 
relief, and the expectation that it would be continued. On the other hand, let it 
be supposed that, if eleemosynary aid had been withheld, the apprehension of 
want would have stimulated exertion, so as to make the same people produce one- 
sixth more than they had previously produced, or as much in five days, or five 
months, as they had produced in six, then the means of paying would be increased 
from L.72,000 to L.84,000—that is, L.20,000 a-year more than when charitable 
aid was supposed to be adding L.4000 a-vear to those means. It can hardly be 
necessary to say that this case is stated hypothetically, without any pretension to 
determine the extent to which the relaxation of exertion attributed to the charit- 
able relief actually diminished the means of the inhabitants of Skye; or the 
amount to which those means might have been increased by any practicable addi- 
tional exertion. 

That the working men of Skye, residing for six months of the year at their 
homes, where they cannot find employment, and issuing forth to seek it in dis- 
tant places for the other six months, will be able, if potatoes continue to fail, to 
provide all that the crofts of such as hold land will not supply, is at least improb- 
able. They have already expended a part of their capital, and what remains, 
consisting chiefly of cattle, is reduced to half its former amount by the deprecia- 
tion of its value in the market. The failure of the potatoes has not only reduced 
to half its former value the produce of their crofts, but it has also led to a vicious 
svstem of cropping, by which the arable land is impoverished. The return on oats, 
the grain principally grown, is reduced in many cases to little more than the seed, 
and the average of all the crofts will not give more than three bushels for each 
bushel sown—or, deducting seed for next year, two bushels for food. They sow 
about six bushels per imperial acre, often not so much, and the average return is 
certainly below eighteen bushels per acre. After reserving seed, there will re- 
main but ten or twelve bushels to send to the mill; the grain is, moreover, of in- 
ferior quality ; and after subtracting one-sixteenth for the miller’s dues, 150 to 
160 pounds weight of meal is probably nearly the average return per imperial 
acre on the crofts in Skye. The produce might no doubt be increased by better 
farming ; but if the crofter is to be absent for six months of every year, it is vain 
to expect that his crop can be well managed. On the other hand, the tilling of 
his land, which is all done with the spade, detains him at home till he has put his 
seed into the ground in May, and his harvest entices him home again in Septem- 
ber or October. It is not likely that he will always find employment capable of 
bearing the expense and loss of time consequent upon his annual journeys, and 
the frequent interruption of engagements. If he fails to find it, he is reduced to 
live on fish and shell-fish, and the meal he begs from his neighbours. 

The population of Skye, which, in 1755, was 11,252, had increased to 23,082 
in 1841, without any corresponding increase in the capital and resources of the 


country. Kelp, herring-fishing, potatoes and cattle, the chicf sources of employ-- 


ment and subsistence, successively failed or declined, while the population con- 
tinued to increase. The last census shows a decrease since 1841, of 550, which 
emigration to the colonies will not account for, and which was unexpected. This 
decrease will probably be progressive, whatever may be the manner in which it 
has been produced; but in the mean time, the pressure upon all classes must be 
severe, and the suffering must be great. While employment in the country gene- 
rally is abundant and food cheap, their prospects are doubtful, and any change 
unfavourable to them in the relative prices of labour and food, would reduce 
them to greater extremities than they have yet endured. If a considerable rise 
in the price of meal, unaccompanied hy a corresponding rise in wages, should find 
them still residing in Skye, it is difficult to conceive how they could escape ab- 
solute famine, if the potatoes should continue to fail. 

The Island of Rasay, forming part of the parish of Portree in Skye, was pur- 
chased by Mr Rainy in 1846, and he took possession at Whitsunday of that year. 
The inhabitants upon the property are nearly 1000 individuals. The number 
of crofters at rents not exceeding L.10, is 104, whose ageregate stipulated rent 
is L.467, 6s. 24d. and the average for each about L.4, 9s. 10d. The number of 
cottars is 65 families. The produce of a croft, at L.4, 9s. 103d., does not maintain 
an average family for more than six months, providing sced for next year, but not 
providing rent, or anything for which money must be paid. There are thus 169 
families, or 878 individuals in Rasay, depending for the whole or the greater part 
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of their means of living on other employment than the cultivation of land occu- 
pied by themselves. The sum expended during four years by the proprietor on 
work—chiefly draining, trenching, fencing, and road-making—executed by the in- 
habitants, and in gratuities for their benefit, exceeded by L.1672, 5s. 34d. his clear 
revenue from the property. There was also supplied to Rasay, in those four years, 
relief to the amount of L.366, 13s. 4d, from the destitution fund. The inhabitants, 
therefore, consumed more than they produced. Notwithstanding the large expendi- 
ture on wages—thie extensive improvements effected—the residence of the pro- 
prietor on the property during the greater part of the year—the example he has set of 
improved husbandry, and tlie assiduity with which he and the members of his family 
have laboured to improve the condition of the people—the circumstances of the in- 
habitants have continued to decline from year to year; and they are now as little 
capable of maintaining themsclves as at any previous time. The proprietor still 
continues to give employment to a considerable amount; but cannot, of course, 
continue for an indefinite length of time to expend more than the revenue of the 
property, or even the whole of the revenue, for that purpose. The circumstances 
of the case are fully detailed in his evidence. 


MULL. 


The Island of Mull, with the smaller Islands of Iona, Ulva, Inchkenneth, and 
others parochially connected with it, is divided into three parishes. The aggregate 
population in 1821 was 10,612. Since that time it appears to have progressively 
diminished. In 1841 it was 10,004, and by the census of this year it is 8294, 
being a decrease since 1821 of 2318, and since 1841 of 1770. The annual value 
of real property returned to Parliament in 1843 is £17,576, 16s. 2d. Property 
in Mull is much more divided than in the distressed districts generally. In these 
three parishes there are twenty-one proprictors, all of whom, with the exception 
of four or five, have acquired their properties by purchase within the last thirty 
or forty years, and many of them much more recently. A considerable number 
are persons previously unconnected with the district, and the majority may be 
considered non-resident. Several of these properties have been sold more than 
once within the last twenty years. On all the recently-acquired properties the 
population has considerably diminished, except the village of Tobermory, where 
it has increased. In some cases the decrease has been effected gradually, as a 
consequence of agricultural improvements and the formation of large farms; but 
in others more suddenly, where the proprietor desired either to resume possession 
of the land, or to convert it into grazings. On the old hereditary estates, such as 
those of the Duke of Argyll in Ross and Iona; of the Marquis of Northampton 
at Torloisk ; of Mr Maclean of Lochbuy, and of Mr Maclean of Coll, at Quinish, 
—there is still a large population of crofters and cottars ; and on those properties, 
as well as in the village of Tobermory, there has been a considerable amount of 
distress since 1846. Previous to that year, provisions, and especially potatoes and 
barley, or rather bere, were exported to a considerable amount ; but the chief pro- 
duce has at all times been, and continues to be, cattle and sheep. From the port 
of Tobermory alone, 15,410 barrels of potatoes were exported in 1845, at an ave- 
rage price of about 4s. Gd. per barrel, amounting to £3407,5s. From two proper- 
ties in the Ross of Mull, 6000 barrels were exported in the same year, at a similar 
average price of 4s. 6d. There is no information to show the quantity exported 
in that year from other parts of the island ; but it is probable that the total export 
of potatoes in 1845 from the three parishes of Mull exceeded thirty thousand 
barrels, and brought to the producers at least £6750. There was also a consider- 
able export of bere, the amount of which cannot be ascertained. Since 1846 no 
potatoes or bere have been exported, but a large quantity of meal, probably not 
less than from fifteen to twenty thousand bolls, of 140 Ibs. has been imported 
annually. If the meal be estimated at an average cost in those four years of 18s. 


per boll, delivered where it was consumed, or a total cost of from £13,500 to 


£18,000, the depreciation in value of the produce of those three parishes consequent 
on the failure of the potato, as exhibited by a comparison of 1845 with the suc- 
ceeding years, cannot be estimated at less than £20,000 a-year, and may be con- 
siderably more; yet it is a remarkable fact that the consumption of whisky 
appears to have increased since 1845. In that year, according to the returns 
made to the Excise-oftice, the quantity sold or sent out by spirit retailers in the 
district was 8701 gallons of undiluted spirit; and in the year ending 10th October 
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1850, the quantity of duty paid for consumption, by retailers, was 10,212 gallons. 
From a report made to the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland in 
1849, by the Rev. Mr Ross of Tobermory, it appears that the stock taken by the 
revenue officers in the hands of the spirit-dealers in Mull for the year ending 10th 
October 1848 was—whisky, 8464 gallons ; rum, 720 gallons ; brandy, 108 gallons: 
total, 9292 gallons of undiluted spirits. It is the practice of all retailers of 
whisky to add one-fourth of water before giving it to customers. Thus diluted, 
it is sold at 1s. the half-mutchkin (half-pint) when drunk upon the premises, or 
at 2s. 6d. the quart bottle. To 8464 gallons whisky, add one-fourth, or 2116, 
and we have 10,580 gallons to be retailed, which, at 1s. the half-pint, gives about 
20s. the gallon, or £10,580; but estimating the stock of whisky at 13s., rum at 
13s., and brandy at 24s. per gallon, the value of the stock taken would be 
£6099, 4s. Taking for granted that the stock taken was the same as the quantity 
retailed—and, in Mr Ross’s opinion, it is more probable that it falls short of, than 
that it excceds, that quantity—we have thus an expenditure of £6099, 4s. on 
ardent spirits in a year of distress. But as all the more wealthy classes purchase 
the spirits they consume in larger quantities at wholesale prices, the sum above 
stated represents the expenditure on this account of the labouring classes and 
crofters. The value of bolls of meal distributed by the destitution committee 
in Mull during the year 1848, estimated at 15s. a boll, would be £3202. It may 
therefore be assumed as an established fact that there was expended by the inba- 
bitants of Mull in 1848, on ardent spirits, a sum equal to double the amount of 
extraneous aid necessary to relieve destitution in that year.* 

In the parish of Torosay, on the recently-acquired properties, which extend 
over a great part of it, agricultural improvement has been actively carried on 
by the proprietors, and the aspect of a considerable part of the country, especially 
Mr Campbell of Possil’s estate, is entirely changed. With the progress of that 
improvement, crofts have disappeared, farms have been established, and the 
population has decreased until it is now considerably less than it was in 1791, and 
has been reduced from 2280 in 1821], when it had reached its maximum, to 1616 
in 1841, and to 1343 in March of this year. There is no distress in this parish 
calling for any extraordinary measures, except on the Lochbuy property, where 
the crofting system is maintained, and where the population has continued to in- 
crease. Of the former crofters, the greater part have emigrated to the colonies, 
partly at their own expense, and partly aided by the proprietors from whose 
lands they removed. 

The united parish of Kilfinichen and Kilvickeon, situated in the south-western 
part of Mull, includes also the islands of Iona and Inchkenneth. In 1755, the 
population was 1685. In 1841, it was 4113. In 1846-7, a considerable number 
of families, chiefly crofters in good circumstances, emigrated from the Duke of 
Argyll’s property to the North American Colonies at their own charge. In 1849, 
a still greater number emigrated, who were mostly of a poorer class, small crofters 
and cottars. Not having the means of paying their own expenses, they addressed a 
petition to the Duke, praying for aid to enable them to emigrate, which was 
granted. In the same year, the crofters on the small property of Ardmeanach. 
purchased a year or two before by Mr M‘Arthur, emigrated in a body at their own 
expense. The population has thus been diminished in number, and according to 
the census of this ycar, was only 2999, being a decrease since 1841 of 1114. The 
annual value of real property returned to Parliament in 1843, is L.4668, 16s. 10d. 
The stipulated rental at Whitsunday 1850, was L.4371, 11s. 64d. The number 
of crofters at rents not exceeding L.10 is now 160, whose aggregate stipulated 
rent is L.772, 18s. 14d., and the average for each, L.4, 16s. 7d. The number of 
cottars may now be about 250. A croft in Kilfinichen at L.4, 16s. 7d., does not 
produce food enough to feed an average family for more than from six to seven 
months, providing seed for the next crop, but not providing the means of paying 
rent or the price of anything purchased. There are thus about 410 families, or 
2132 individuals, dependent on wages for the whole or a great part of their means 
of living. Since the manufacture of kelp was abandoned, no manufacture of any 
kind has been carried on in the parish, and the only employments are agricultural 
labour and occasional fishing for cod and ling and for lobsters. The whole of the 
ordinary employment is quite inadequate to afford the working classes the means 
of earning that part of their subsistence which the produce of their land does not 


* See Mr Ross’s Report to Committee of the General Assembly, printed in the Report of the Committee 00 
‘Temperance, 1849. 
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. furnish. But employment has been provided to a large extent by some of thie 
_ proprietors. In the four years since 1846, the Duke of Argyll has expended 


on his property in that parish, in gratuities and wages to the inhabitants, 


_ the sum of L.1790, 11s. 4d. in addition to the whole revenue derived from the 


property in those years, deducting taxes and public burdens, but not deduct- 
ing the cost of management and incidental charges. Yet all classes concur 


in stating that the condition of the population has progressively declined since 


1846; and in 1850, after the emigration, there were at one time of the inhabit- 
ants of this property, not fewer than 1000 individuals receiving relief from the 
destitution fund. <A neighbouring property presents a curious contrast. The 


_ stipulated: rental is L.3836, which has all been paid since 1846. The only aid 
_ given to or required by the inhabitants in those four years, has been an expendi- 


ture of L.25 on seed corn and potatoes, 4.12 to aid persons who desired to emi- 
grate, and 1.12 expended in draining. Two of the inhabitants are paupers on the 
roll; but of the others it does not appear that any one has ever applicd for or 
received relief. There are only four crofters on the property, whose rents all 


~ excced L.10; and, except the paupers, there are only two cottars, who have no 


difficulty in supporting themselves and their families by the wages of labour. 
Of the inhabitants of this parish, a considerable number go aunually to seek 
employment in the south, but nearly all return for the winter. The Duke of 


Argyle continued to give employment to the destitute on his property, who were 


not entitled to parochial relicf. Of the crofters, a considerable number had sold 
a part of their stock, but there were few who had parted with the whole. The 
belief was universal that emigration was still indispensable, and those who arrived 
at that conclusion with the greatest reluctance, admitted that they saw no other 
means of escape. | : 

The information obtained in this parish affords the means of estimating, with 
some approximation to accuracy, the pecuniary loss to a part of the inhabitants con- 
sequent on the failure of the potato crop. From the properties of the Duke of 
Argyle and Mr Campbell of Kilpatrick, of which the united stipulated rental is 
under 1..2600, there was exported in 1845, 6000 barrels of potatoes, at an average 
price of about 4s. 6d. per barrel ; and at least 1500 quarters of barley (bere) at 24s, 
per quarter. Both were purchased in the country at these prices, and paid for in 
cash. The sum received for provisions exported in that year was therefore not 
less than L.3158, an amount exceeding the rental by above L.550. Since 1846 no 
provisions have been exported, but, on the contrary, about 5000 bolls of meal have 
been imported annually, which, at an average price for these four years, of 18s. 
per boll, delivered in the country, would give L.4500. The annual pecuniary loss, 
therefore, caused by the failure of the potato, as exhibited by the comparison of 
those years, is L.7650, to persons whose agerevate stipulated rent is under L.2600. 
If they had held their land rent free they would have had less byabove L.5000 in 
each of the subsequent years than they had in 1845. That year, however, was 
probably peculiarly favourable to them, for the potato had already failed in many 
parts of the United Kingdom, though the crops in those districts continued to 
prosper. 

The united parish of Kilninian and Kilmore, occupying the northern part of 
Mull, includes the Islands of Ulva and Gometra, as well as some smaller islands. 
Property is much divided, for there are nine proprietors in the parish, and of these 
the greater part have acquired their properties by purchase within the last twenty 
years. Some of the properties have been sold more than once since that time. 
The population, which in 1755 was 2590, continued to increase till 1831, wher it 


- Was 4830, and from that time appears to have decreased. In 1841 it was 4335, 


and by the census of this year it is about 3952, being a decrease of 878 in twenty 
years, and 383 in ten years. But in the rural parts of the parish the decrease has 
been proportionally greater. The population of the village of Tobermory, and the 
small rural district annexed to it, which in 1841 was 1390, is now 1542, and that 
of the other parts of the parish, which in 1841 was 2945, is now 2410, being a de- 
crease of 535. On all the recently-acquired properties, except the village of To- 
bermory, the population has decreased. In Ulva it has been reduced from about 
500 to 150,—the proprietor, as he states, having had no alternative but either to 
surrender his property to the crofters or to remove them. He had purchased the 


. property in 1835, at the price of L.29,500. It was then let to crofters, paying an 


average rent of L.12 to L.14 annually, and nearly the whole of the rent was paid 

from the wages received for manufacturing kelp. The gross rental of the property 

actually realised averaged L.1100 a-year, for the first four years. When kelp be- 
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came unsaleable his revenue declined ; and in 1846 the stipulated rental: was re. 
duced to L.470, 15s. 6d., but the crofters were barely able to maintain themselves 
with the aid they received, and could pay no rent. He expended L.1000 on drain- 
ing and other improvements, chiefly with a view to give employment to the inha- 
bitants ; but finding that no rent could be recovered, and that his private resources 
were diminishing from year to year, he had no alternative but either to surrender 
his property to the people or resume the natural possession of the land. He there- 
fore reluctantly proceeded to warn off a certain number yearly, and to convert the 
vacated lands into grazings, till in four or five years the population was reduced 
from 500 to 150, and his present impression is that all now remaining, who are not 
entitled to parochial relief, will be required and can find employment on the pro- 
perty. In the four years 1846-9, he had expended in wages of labour and gratui- 
ties to the inhabitants, not only all the revenue derived from it, but L.367 from 
other resources. In 1849 the removal of the crofters was completed, and in 1850 
he had a clear revenue of 4.221, with the prospect of its increasing. 

The property of Sorne, on which fifty families resided, was purchased by the 
present proprietor, Mr Forsyth, in 1850. He took possession at Whitsunday of 
that year, and commenced improvements, which have been actively carried on. The 
number of crofters and small tenants was 27, of whom 13 were at rents not ex- 
ceeding L.10. The stipulated rental of the property, including the land occupied 
by himself, which is valued at L.76 a-year, amounts to L.305, 5s. For the year 
from Martinmas 1849 to Martinmas 1850, he recovered 0.113, 18s. 1d., and ex- 
pended on the wages of labour, executed by the inhabitants, 1.496, 6s. 9d., exclu- 
sive of buildings, which cost about L.800. He says,—“ I have made an unsuccess- 
“ ful attempt to improve the condition of the crofters, and have found it necessary 
“ to resume the natural possession of the whole property.” ° °* ° “ ITamof 
opinion, that agricultural improvement might be carried on to a considerable ex- 
tent in Mull, in such a manner as to make a fair return for the capital expended. 
My own experience leads me to infer, that no amount of exertion or encourage- 
ment on the part of the proprietor, will induce the present race of smal] tenants 
to engage heartily in such improvements to any extent; and I do not see how 
such improvements could be carried into effect where the land is divided into 
small holdings, unless by dispossessing the present crofters of their lands, and in- 
creasing generally the size of farms.” In consequence of statements made by 
some of the crofters, Mr Forsyth has furnished a very full account of the circum- 
stances that led him to determine on dispossessing of their lands the whole of the 
crofters on his property of Sorne. 

On Mr Maclean of Coll’s property, in the parish of Kilninian, the population is 
664. The number of crofters at rents not exceeding L.10 is 51; the number of 
cottars is 38. There are thus 89 families, or about 450 individuals, dependent on 
the wages of labour for the whole or the greater part of their means of living. The 
stipulated annual rental of the property is L.779. For the four years ending 
Whitsunday 1850, the clear revenue available to the proprietor has been 
£1280, or an average income of £320 a-year. The arrears due at that term 
amounted to £836. The expenditure on wages and gratuities to the inhabitants 
in those years was £789, and the taxes and public burdens £484. In 1849, the 
rents of all tenants paying under £50 annually were reduced ten per cent. 
Captain Campbell, the resident factor, in a communication received from him, 
says,—‘ The number of tenants is seventy. Leases were offered to all, but only 
“ seventeen signed them. The others have not declined, but did not come forward 
“ for that purpose on the day appointed. They are in a manner indifferent about 
“ them, from the bad prospect of the times, and knowing that the tenants on the 
“ Coll estate are never removed but for strong reasons.” In his evidence, he states 
that, in his opinion, there is no danger of death from want on the property under 
his charge, “ but there will necessarily be much privation and distress.” 

The other hereditary property in this parish is Torloisk; and there, too, the 
crofters have remained undisturbed. The Marquis of Northampton has expended 
a large sum on providing employment, and in gratuitous aid to the inhabitants. 
‘The rents have been reduced, and the improvement of the crofts by draining and 
trenching is actively carried on—the crofters themselves being paid for the work. 
Mr. Borrie, a native of Dunkeld, the intelligent overseer on the property, and 
many years resident there, says,—* I am quite certain that, notwithstanding all that 
-« ig being expended on improvements, the property will never be capable of main- 

“ taining its present population should the potatoes continue to fail; and I think it 
“ would be for the benefit of all parties that the young and able-bodied should 


w 


6 


wn 


6 


¢ 


wn 


¢ 


wn 


6 


wn 


6 


Lay 


¢ 


wn 


6 


wn 


ee 


STATE OF THE HIGHLANDS AND ISLANDS OF SCOTLAND. _ xix 


«“ remove to where they can hope to maintain themselves, and to improve their 
“ condition. The aged would, of course, still remain, for I could not propose that 
“ they should be removed ; but, at present, both young and old are a burden upon 
“ the property—starving on its produce, and paying no rent, and forcing the pro- 
“ prietor to expend large sums to keep them alive.” 

In short, wherever the crofters have remained undisturbed, as on the property: 

of Torloisk—in Ross and Lona, in Lochbuy, and at Quinish, there distress prevails, 
oris only averted by the interposition of the proprietor, and at a cost often exceeding 
his revenue from the property. On the recently-acquired rural propertics there is 
little or no distress, for there the crofter is no longer to be found, or the number of 
such tenants is extremely limited. On the old properties, the amount of agricul- 
tural improvement has been comparatively small. On many of the recently- 
acquired properties it is actively carried on, and everywhere accompanied by the 
enlargement of farms and removal of small tenants. 
“5 The distress in Tobermory is of a different description. The inhabitants of that 
village are composed, as those of such villages in the Highlands usually are, of per- 
. sons who depend almost wholly on such employment as can be obtained, and in a 
large proportion of those who, from inefficiency, improvidence, or other causes, 
: have been unable to retain their crofts, or who have been ejected, as the crofters 
ry of Ulva have been, and who are deficient either in means or in energy to proceed 
further in quest of employment. In such villages there is, at all times, a class 
who are in a state bordering on destitution, and resembling similar classes in urban 
populations. ‘ 

The number of persons from Mull, who go to the south for employment, is 
large, and is increasing ; and the sum annually paid for articles imported, together 
with the increased expenditure on whisky, while the produce of the island has so 
. much decreased in value, would lead to the inference that their gains must be 
considerable; but nearly all return home for the winter. The progressive 
diminution of the population will, no doubt, continue; but, in the meantime, 
— the suffering must be considerable, unless that diminution can be facilitated and 
im hastened. 
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a: | LEWIS. 


ie The estimated extent of Lewis, which is all possessed by one proprietor, is 
cb above 400,000 imperial acres, and of the arable land about 10,000. According 
to the census of 1841, the population of the four parishes of which it consists was 


om 17,037, and by the census of this year it is 19,694. The annual value of real 
niet property, returned to Parliament in 1843, is £10,110, 1s. 7d. There are on this 
a extensive property 2,628 families of crofters, whose aggregate rent is £6854, 
sk 14s, 7d, giving an average rent for each of £2, 12s. 2d. The produce of a croft 
a at that rentin Lewis does not provide food for an average family for more than 
it six months. These crofters, therefore, as a body, must derive their subsistence Appendix, p. 90, 92 
v2 for half the year, as well as the means of paying rent and providing everything 99,104. 


{et they purchase, from other sources. Hitherto few of them have betaken them- 
st selves to labour in other parts of the country; but many engage in fishing, both 








rt at home and in Caithness. The practice of going to the Caithness herring 
7) fishing, to which at least one person from almost every family goes annually, 
oa commenced on the failure of employment at home, when the manufacture of 
“C kelp ceased. There are about S00 householders in Lewis who do not hold land : 
ae of these a great part are paupers, or inhabitants of the town of Stornoway. 
at Many even of the paupers, by the indulgence of the proprictor, have small 
a crofts or lots. The great majority of the working population may therefore be 
ge Tegarded as included in the class of crofters, which, at five and threc-tenths, 
| the average in Lewis to each family, numbers 13,926 individuals. The average 
ak extent of land actually in tillage on each croft may be about three acres, and 
ee the hill-grazing is for one cow and about five sheep for every pound of rent. 
gt Till the autumn of 1846 the produce of their crofts, and of their fishings at 
ot home or in Caithness, generally sufficed to maintain them; but on the failure 
. of the potatoes in that year they were in distress. 
wt The property came into the possession of the present proprietor in 1844. In 
‘i 1845, he commenced extensive improvements, that eave a great amount of 
s employment to the inhabitants, chiefly in draining, trenching, fencing, and road- 
at: making. In six years (1845-1850) he expended on work executed by the inha- 


46 bitants, £101,875, 7s. 11d., besides gratuities to the amount of £5,892, 6s. 3d., for 
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the purposes of education and charity; or £67,980, 11s. 9d., exclusive of the’ 
cost of management, more than the whole revenue derived from the property in 


those years, deducting taxes and public burthens. Several large sums were also 


paid to persons, not inhabitants of Lewis, for work executed there—such as 
buildings, erecting a patent slip, and other works. Simultaneously with the 


commencement of the improvements, a regular weekly communication with 
Glasgow by steam-boat was established. All the operations were undertaken and 
conducted by the advice, and under the guidance, of persons from different parts 
of the kingdom, considered the most capable of advising and directing them. 

Here, then, was an experiment on a great scale, to determine whether capital 
could be advantageously applicd to the improvement of such property, and, at the 
same time, to the advancement of the condition of its inhabitants, by giving them 
employment, promoting education, establishing a weekly intercourse with the 
great marts of commerce and civilisation in the south, and by other measures cal- 
culated to increase traffic, improve husbandry, and promote general advancement. 
The experiment had been in progress for six years—1368 acres of waste land had 
been reclaimed, at a cost of above L.20,000, a great part of which had been added 
to the crofts—a considerable amount had been applied to the improvement of the 
lands previously occupied by the small tenants—efficient hired instructors had 
been employed to guide their operations—and it was to be expected that the 
effects would be perceptible in the more prosperous state of the population, when 
compared with the inhabitants of neighbouring properties on which the proprietors 
had not the means of expending any considerable amount of capital. But no such 
superiority was discernible. In Lewis, as elsewhere in those districts, the cir- 
cumstances and condition of the working classes had progressively declined from 
year to year since 1846, and, exclusive of paupers on the roll, there were at one 
time in 1850—the sixth year of this costly experiment—above 11,000 of the 
inhabitants receiving relief from the destitution fund. 

In January 1851, the four parochial boards of Lewis addressed a memorial to 
Lord John Russell, in which they state that the proprictor, since his accession to 
the property, had “ expended for the educational, moral, and physical wants of its 
“ inhabitants, sums amounting in the ageregate to the purchase-price, and averaging 
about L.12 sterling per annum to each family paying rent; reclaimed and im- 
“ proved waste lands; formed roads and bridges; built an extensive brick and 
“ tile work; a large patent slip; and established a steam communication with 
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gree promotive of the existing or prospective comfort and prosperity of his 
tenants.” 

They say that the annual imports of provisions into Lewis amount to L.25,000, 
and, “ considering that the proprictor is compelled to suspend operations, and that 
“the relief committee have exhausted their funds, a dearth during the present 


ww 
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“year is inevitable.” + + + + “They can anticipate little short of two-thirds of the — 


“population becoming applicauts for admission on their rolls.” 

Sir James Matheson, in a Ictter to Lord John Russell, transmitting the memo- 
rial of the parochial boards, refers to “ the fact of the inhabitants being so help- 
“ less, and so incapable of earning a livelihood, after the large alms that have for 


“ some years been expended in every mode that was considered most conducive © 


“ to placing them ina position to maintain themselves from the fruits of their 


« labour,” and speaks of the measures he had taken as having “ hitherto proved © 


“ comparatively unavailing.” 
Such has been the result, after six years of a liberal effort on the part of a high- 
land proprictor, with ample means, to improve the property he had acquired, and 


the condition of the people who had thus come under his care. The expenditure — 


on this generous attempt he has truly described as “Jarge alins,” for the benefit it 
conferred on the inhabitants appears to have been almost confined to the relief of 


their present wants, and was insufficient for that purpose. It is remarkable that — 


conduct so liberal should have failed to gain, as its reward, the gratitude of the 
population. The inhabitants of Lewis appear to have no fecling of obligation or 
of thankfulness for the aid that has been extended to them by the proprietor; but, 


on the contrary, regard the exaction of labour for Wages as oppression. Yet many | 


of these very men are bold and adventurous fishermen, who, on a coast singularly 
destitute of safe creeks, as is the district of Ness, prosecute the winter cod and 


ling fishing in open row boats at a distance from the land that renders it invisible, 


unless in clear weather; and in asca open to the Atlantic and the Northern 


oceans, with no land beyond it nearer than Iecland or America. They cheerfully 


the south.” °° + * “Still it had proved unremunerative, and only in asmall de- ’ 
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encounter the perils and hardships of such a life, and tug for hours at an oar, or 
sit drenched in their boats without complaint, but to labour with a pick ora spade 
is to them most distasteful. It was even found necessary to bring labourers from 
other districts to execute part of the work, because the inhabitants could not be 
induced to engage or to persevere in it. 

Although the lar ge expenditure which had been earried on for six years could 
no longer ‘be continued, the proprietor still gives employment to such as are des- 
titute. Every able-bodicd applicant for aid, who is believed to be destitute, re- 
ecives an order for employment at one of the places where work 1s carried on ; 
but many do not avail themselves of the order when given, and others, after a 
short trial of one or two days, prefer shifting otherwise for themselves. The crops 
both of potatoes and grain had been more productive than for the last two preceding 


years, and the facility with which fish could be obtained at all seasons, enabled — 


them to subsist without labour even after all other ostensible means of subsistence 
were exhausted. In March, the apprehcnsion of immediate famine was not so 
strong as it had been in January, and so Jong as any destitute person, not entitled 
to parochial relief, could obtain the means of subsistence in return for his labour, 
it might be presumed that there was no sufficient reason why such apprehensions 
should be entertained; but the best informed persons were of a different opinion 
—they believed that there were able-bodied men in Lewis who would starve, and 
allow their familics to starve, rather than earn their subsistence by ordinary Jabour. 

But, besides providing employment for the destitute, the proprictor offcred 
liberal aid to such as desired to emigrate. IIe proposed to canccl all arrears and 
debts due to himself, to surrender his right of hypothec, and permit them to scll 
their stock and other property for their own behoof; and even to become the 
purchaser, at a fair price, if they could find no other; to provide necessaries for 
the voyage for such as might not realise, from the sale of their stock and effects, 
enough to procure them ; ‘to provide a free passage for all the members of the 
family 3 : and if a éonsiderable number resolved to avail themselves of this offer, he 


agreed to pay also the passage of a minister to accompany them, and to provide » 


him with a stipend for one or two years in Canada. Although these liberal pro- 
posals were communicated to the whole population, few were disposed to take 


advantage of them. Their intercourse with other districts has been limited in - 


most cases to an annual visit to the Caithness herring-fishing. They have no 
knowledge of the country to which it was proposed to them to go, and they dreaded 
unknown dangers, because they could not see their way. The accounts from their 
friends and relations who had preceded them were favourable, but failed to inspire 
them with confidence. 

At the same time that this offer of assistance was promulvated, it wes intimated 
that such as were in arrears of rent, and had not the means of supporting them- 
selves till next harvest, if they could not show good reasons, arising from the state 
of their own health, or that of some meimber of their family, for declining to emi- 
grate, would be required to surrender their lands; and in many eases legal sum- 
monses of removal were served upon them. The number who, under these cir- 
cumstances, resolved to go, the amount of arrears and debts cancelled, and the 

value of the stock they were permitted to dispose of for their own hechoof, is stated 
by Mr M‘Kenzie. 

After carefully considering what has been done in Lewis,—the large expendi- 
ture continued for six suceessive years—the purposes to which it was applied—the 
amount of relief provided in 1850 by the destitution fund—and the present cir- 
cumstances, habits, and character of the people—it is difficult to escape from the 
conclusion, that if the potatoes continue to fail, a considerable number must either 
remove from thence, or must perish for want of suflicient food. 


HARRIS. 


The parish of Harris comprises, besides Harris proper, several adjacent islands, 
which are inhabited. The whole belongs to one proprietor. The population in 
1841 was returned at 4429, but St Kilda, with a population of about 110, appears 
to have been omitted from the census of that year. The number, therefore, was 
truly 4539. By the census of this ycar, including St Kilda, with a population of 
110, the number returned is 4250, showing a decrease of 289. The annual value 
returned to Parliament in 1843 is £4015, 8s. 9d. The agoregate stipulated rental 
in 1850 was £4289, 2s. 03d. The crofters holding land at rents not exceeding £10 
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are 348 families, or about 1812 individuals. The aggregate rent payable by these 
crofters is £1456, 7s. 91d., and the average for each, £4, 2s. 53d. The produce of a 
croft at that rent in Harris, including produce of stock, does not afford food for an 
Appendix, p. 106, #Verage family for more than six months, reserving seed for the next year; but not 
, 108. providing for rent or anything for which money must be paid. Thi cottars are esti- 
mated at 250 families, or about 1300 individuals. There are thus in the parish above 
three thousand persons dependent for their subsistence, during the whole or the 
greater part of the year, on other employment than the cultivation of land occupied 
by themselves. The ordinary local demand for labour is small, being such only as a 
country chiefly pastoral affords; and the inhabitants have not been in the practice 
of leaving home to seek it, except at the Caithness and east-coast herring- 
fishings, to which about two hundred men go yearly. About 350 men in 70 boatg 
are engaged, more or less regularly, in the cod and ling fishing on their own coast, 
and a few have lately gone as far as the town of Stornoway, in the same island, to 
look for other work. 

In the four years ending Whitsunday 1850, the expenditure on wages and gratuities 
to the inhabitants exceeded the proprietor’s revenue from the property by £1171, 
Gs. 8d., which sum, as well as the cost of management, and other charges connected 
with it, must therefore have been provided from other sources. But in those four 
years the inhabitants of Harris also received relief from the destitution fund to the 
amount of above £4000. It thus appears that the inhabitants of Harris, for the last 
four years, have consumed to the value of above £1200 a-year more than they have 
produced. It also appears that, in addition to the ordinary local expenditure on 
hired labour, the proprietor, who has no land in his own hands, has for seven years 
expended a sum exceeding, on an average, the whole annual revenue he derived 
from the property ; and that this expenditure has been exclusively in wages to the 
inhabitants, and gratuities for the promotion of education and industry, or in 
charity. Yet all classes concur in the opinion, that the circumstances of the popu- 
lation have progressively declined since 1846; and in 1850 there were af one 
time 2581 persons receiving relief from the destitution fund. 

But the large expenditure above stated has not been the only effort made to 
improve the condition of the inhabitants of Harris. Lands previously occupied by 
tacksmen were divided into crofts, and persons removed to them, whose former 
crofts thus became available to enlarge those of the crofters who remained. Mr 
Macdonald, the resident factor, gives the following account of the proceeding :— 

« At Whitsunday 1848, forty crofters were removed from the Island of Ber- 
“ nera, then occupied by eighty-one; and the lands thus vacated were divided 
“ amongst the forty-one who remained. Those who were removed, with two or 

three exceptions, were placed in crofts upon lands previously occupied by tacks- 
men. Six of the number who, with one exception, had occupied crofts of about 
five acres in Bernera, were settled in the Borves on crofts of ten acres of arable, 
and hill-grazing for four cows, and their followers till two years old, with forty 
sheep, and a horse,—about double the amount of stock which, with one excep- 
“ tion, they had in Bernera. The exceptional case referred to was that of a man 
“ who had a ten-acre croft in Bernera, with an amount of black cattle stock equal 
“ to that for which he got grazing in the Borves, but who had no sheep. They 
« are all in arrear of rent, and, on an average, for upwards of two years. These 
“ six tenants were sclectcd as the best in Bernera, in respect to their circum- 
“ stances. [attribute their want of success to the depreciation in the price of black 
“ eattle, and to their not having sufficient capital to put upon their lands a full 
« stock when they entered. Their stipulated rent in the Borves was, on an aver- 
“ace, L.12. Of the forty-one who remained, with enlarged crofts, in Bernera, 
‘“ the whole are now largely in arrear, and have increased their arrears since their 
« holdings were enlarged. I attribute their want of success to the same causes 
« as that of the people in the Borves. The result of this attempt to improve the 
“ condition of these crofters, by enlarging their crofts, while it has failed to accom- 
« plish that object, has at the same time entailed a considerable pecuniary loss 
“ upon the proprictor.” 

An attempt was made, at the same time, to establish some unsuccessful agricul- 
tural crofters, practised in fishing, as fishermen, on lands previously occupied by 
tacksmen, where cach fisherman got a croft of about two acres of arable land, with 
grazing for onc or two cows, and from four to six sheep, at a rent of from L.1 to 
L.2 sterling. This experiment was equally unsuccessful. It is doubtful whether 
they were all adequately provided with suitable boats and tackle or “gear ;” but 
many of them were; and some of those who were not originally well provided 
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were supplied with what was wanted by the destitution fund. Of these fishermen 
Mr Macdonald says :—“ Not one of them, since entering on the fishing croft, has 
“ paid an amount equal to his rent. The attempt to improve the condition of 
these men, who had previously been unsuccessful as agricultural crofters, by 
placing them in a position favourable for fishing, has also failed ; and this expe- 
« yiment also has entailed a considerable pecuniary loss upon the proprietor, who is 
“ not now receiving from these fishermen one-fourth of the rent he formerly re- 
ceived from tacksmen for the same lands. I therefore state confidently, that in 
Harris the proprietor cannot convert lands held by tacksmen into small holdings, 
either for the purposes of agriculture or fishing, without a great pecuniary sacri- 
fice; and that this will continue to be the case, unless potatoes should again be 
successfully cultivated. I cannot estimate the loss that would be entailed upon 
the proprietor by such a change at less than two-thirds of the rental paid by the 
tacksmen. The results of the experiments that have been made on this pro- 
perty would, in every case, fully bear out this estimate. It is my conscientious 
belief and firm conviction, that if this property were all divided into small hold- 
ings amongst the present occupants of land, the result would be, that in a few 
“ years the rent recoverable would not be sufficient to pay the public burdens; if 
“ the potatoes continuc to fail, and the price of black cattle does not materially 
“ improve.” 

Harris has less communication with the main land, or with any other part of the 
country, than either Lewis, to the north, or Uist, to the south of it. A road has 
recently been made, which will open a communication with Stornoway, in Lewis, 
from whence steam-boats set out weekly for Glasgow ; but even from the northern 
parts of Harris the distance to Stornoway is considerable, and the inhabitants are 
little disposed to undertake Jong journeys in quest of employment. They are 
more addicted to boating and fishing than to labour on shore. They appear equally 
indisposed to emigrate. 

An offer was made, on behalf of the proprietor, in 1847, to such as might desire 
to emigrate, to cancel their arrears of rent; to allow them to sell their stock and 
crop for their own behoof; to provide them with a free passage to North America, 
and to furnish necessaries for the vovage to such as, by the sale of their effects, 
might not realise sufficient funds for that purpose; but not one individual took 
advantage of that offer. In the spring of 1548 a similar offer was made, to any 
twelve eligible families, who might desire to accompany Captain Murray to Ame- 
rica, tobe there settled on the property of the Honourable Charles Murray, uncle 
of the proprietor of Harris. This offer was open to the whole population, but not 
one family accepted it. 

In these circumstances, it is impossible not to feel anxiety as to the future con- 
dition of the inhabitants of Harris. The abundance of fish and shell-fish, and the 
facility with which they are obtained, afford a resource, the limits of which it is 
difficult to determine, and of which they habitually avail themselves; but all the 
resources to be found in the parish have been insufficient to maintain them ; 
and, notwithstanding all that has been done to improve their condition, it 
is declining year by year. The proprietor may continue for a time to afford 
employment at a cost exceeding, as heretofore, his revenue from the pro- 
perty, but that cannot continue for an indefinite length of time. On the 
other hand, it is not easy to determine how much of the indisposition of the 
people to seek the means of subsistence, beyond the bounds of their own parish, 
is to be attributed to the want of previous intercourse with other places, and the 
apprehensions arising from ignorance; or how much is to be regarded as the con- 
sequence of the efforts that have been made to support them at home. They 
have certainly considered not only the relief from the destitution fund, but also 
the wages and gratuities furnished by the proprietor, too much in the light of 
assistance to which they had a right, and which would, therefore, be permanent. 
Both of these causes have, no doubt, had their share in deterring the inhabitants 
of Harris from making all the exertions of which they were capable to provide for 
their own maintenance ; and it is probable that the cessation of eleemosynary re- 
lief may induce them to make efforts which they had not before contemplated, 
and may lead them to doubt whether it was wise or prudent to decline the op- 
portunity offered them of seeking, in a new country, the means of subsistence 
which they are unable to find at home. | 
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NORTH UIST. 


The population of North Uist, which in 1755 was 1909, had increased to 442s 
in 1841, and is now reduced to 3919. The annual valuc of real property returned 
to Parliament in 1843, was L.4080, 7s. 2d. The stipulated rental appears now 
to be 1.3327, 18s. 44d. The number of crofter families at rents not exceeding 
L.10, is 217, and the average for each L.4, 14s. 62d. A croft at that rent does not 
provide food for more than seven months. The cottar population is estimated at 
about one-third of the whole, or 1300 individuals. There are thus about 2430 
persons depending for the whole, or a great part of their subsistence on other em- 
ployment than raising crops for themselves. The extraordinary employment 
provided in this parish since 1846, has been the expenditure of nearly L.2000, bor- 
rowed under the Drainage Act, of which L.1623, 10s. 24d., has been expended on 
the crofts. The crofters received this amount as wages, and pay interest at the 
rate of 6) percent. They consider the increase in the produce as more than equi- 
valent to this charge. A committee in Perthshire have also applied a sum raised 
for the relief of destitution to the improvement of waste land, to be occupied by 
crofters on an arrangement with the committee. The amount expended on the 
wages of labour by the committee may be from L.1200 to L.1500. The whole 
sum expended on providing extraordinary employment, therefore, amounts to about 
L.5500. But the condition of the population of North Uist does not appear to 
be worse; on the contrary, it seems to be rather better than that of the people of 
South Uist, where the expenditure has been much greater. 


SOUTH UIST AND BARRA. 


The two parishes of South Uist and Barra, including the large island of Ben- 
becula, and several smaller isles, are the property of Colonel Gordon, of Cluny, 
who acquired them by purchase about twelve years ago. The population of the 
two parishes, in 1841, was 9696; and the annual value of real property returned 
to Parliament in 1843, was 1.8732, 10s. 10d —the stipulated annual rental being 
then L.8644, Is. 7d. In 1849, however, the rents were reduced, and in 1800 
the stipulated rental was L.7583, 9s. 9d. A considerable number of families emi- 
grated to Canada in that and the previous year; and, according to the last census, 
the population was 7930, being a decrease of 1766. The number of crofters 
holding land, at rents not exceeding L.10, is now 973, whose aggregate stipulated 
rent is L.3939—the average rent for each being L.4, 2s. 11d. The number of 
cottars is about 300 families. There are thus 1273 families, or 6520 individuals, 
in these two parishes, dependent for the whole or the greater part of their sub- 
sistence on employment other than the cultivation of land occupied by themselves. 
Vor the seven years, 1844-1850, the whole revenue derived from the property. 
including L.10,514, 9s. Sd. received for kelp manufactured by the inhabitants, 
was 135,471, 15s. 1d. From this realised revenue there were paid taxes and 
public burdens, L.5800, 3s. 4d.; property and land-taxes, L.1346, 9s. 6d.; and 
an annuity, with which the property was burthened when it was purchased, 
L.2718, 6s. 8d.,—making together L.9864, 19s. 6d., and leaving a clear revenue of 
L.25.606, 18s. 7d. Of this sum L.404, 18s, has been paid for law expenses, and 
1..19,752, 13s. 6d. has been expended on wages and gratuities to the inhabitants, 
aud on implements and materials for improvements on the property, on which the 
proprietor has no residence. The balance, remaining to him on the seven years, 
is therefore 1.5449, 7s. Id. or L.788, 9s. 7d. per annum. But taking only the 
four years since 1846, the expenditure has execeded the revenue by 1.4834, 5s 
That sum must therefore have been provided from other sources ; and in addition 
to thix expenditure by the proprictor, the destitution fund has supplied during 
those four years relicf to an amount exceeding L.8000. But, in 1850, there were 
at one time in reccipt of relief from that fund, 3163 persons believed to be desti- 
tute, and the arrears of rent amount to above L.18,000, of which not quite L.3000 
is duc by the tacksmen. Men of all classes and denominations concur In Te- 
presenting the condition of the inhabitants as progressively declining since 1846. 
and are persuaded that it would have been more wretched than it is had not the 
proprietor enabled a considerable number to emigrate. So fully are the people 
themselves convinced that emigration to the colonies affords them the only pro- 
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ect of extrication from their difficulties and sufferings, that petitions signed by 
heads of families, representing nearly three thousand individuals, have been trans- 
mitted for presentation to Parliament, praying for aid to enable them to transport 
themselves to Canada. From what has been stated, it is evident that the imha- 
bitants of these two parishes, instead of producing as much more than they con- 
sume as will pay rent, are not producing so much as they consume; and that, al- 
though this deficiency in their means of subsistence, amounting to above L.3000 
d-year, has hitherto been supplied, and a portion of the population at the same 
time removed, they are conscious of their inability to maintain themselves where 
they are. These parishes have no established means of communication, and the 
laboar market of the more advanced parts of the country can hardly be said to be 
open to the inhabitants. 


TYREE AND COLL... 


Thesé tivo islands are parochially united, but are different in their aspect and 
circumstances. Tyree is a singularly flat island, almost every portion of which 
is arable, except a small extent of moss near the centre of the Island, from which 
the poorer classes obtain a limited quantity of fuel of inferior quality. All other 
classes import their fuel from the neighbouring islands. There is thus literally 
nd waste land in Tyree. The whole surface is either cultivated or in green 
pasture, with the exception of the moss referred to, which to the poorer classes 
is more valuable perhaps in its present state, than it could be made ‘y its division 
for the purpose of improving it. The soil is almost everywhere light and easily 
worked. The crofts are well enclosed, and the houses of the crofters, each upon 
his croft, are neat, clean, and altogether indicate a perception of order and comfort 
that is very observable to a person coming from Long Island. But the population 
as outgrown the means of subsistence, and as there is no waste land to improve, 
ahd little prospect that the produce of the soil can be considerably increased, 
the inhabitants have no doubt come to a just conclusion in desiring to seek the 
means of subsistence elsewhere. The problem is here reduced to its simplest 
elements. The population by the census of this year is 3706. The ageregate 
stipulated rental is L.2636, 15s., which, assuming that there are about seven 
nindred families, would not give land of the annual value of L.4 to each family. 
For the four years since 1846, there has been expended on wages and gratuities 
to the inhabitants, a sum exceeding the whole revenue derived from the property 
by L.4680, which amount, as well as the cost of management and other incidental 
charges, must have been derived from other resources, yet the condition of the 
population continues to decline, and the working classes are themselves satisfied 
that it is impossible for them to obtain the means of subsistence where they now 
are. A considerable number emigrated in 1847, 1848, and 1849, partly at their 
own charge and partly by means of aid from the proprietor; yet theré are nearly 
900 more who petition for aid to follow their friends to Canada, where those who 
have gone are generally prosperous. | 

The island of Coll is not so well suited for tillage as Tyree, and is not so 
valuable or so populous. According to thé census of this year, the population was 
1109. There are 130 families of cottars who hold no land of the proprietors, of 
Whom there are three, and 25 families of crofters paying under L.3 of annual 
rent, of which there is only one that was not on the relief lists of the destitution 
fend, and 51 families of crofters paying from L.8 to L.15. The cottars and 
sthallet crofters are represented as in great poverty and destitution, Two of the 
properties are offered for sale, and all are in trust. 


MAINLAND. 


The parishes in this distri¢t to which the inquiry extended, were those, eight in 
number, that touch the sea-coast from Glenelg northward to the borders of Suther- 
landshire. The great majority of the population are fishermen holding small crofts 
or lots on the coast, which is of great extent, from the number of lochs or arms of 
the sea that run many miles into the interior. In those eight parishes, there are 
about 2202 crofters at rents not exceeding L.10, whose average rent is about L.3,17s., 
varying from L.6, 16s. 10d., the average in Glenshiel, to L.2, 17s. 44d., the average 
of such: crofters in the adjoining parish of Kintail. They depend more on the 
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fisheries, especially the herring fisheries, both on the east and the west coasts, in 
which they all engage, than on the produce of their crofts, which are mostly very 
small,—in some cases, little more than gardens of one acre of arable ground, as at 
Glenelg. The failure of the potato crop has, no doubt, materially reduced the 
amount of food they obtain from their crofts; but not being used to derive so 
large a proportion of their means of living from that source, and the other sources 
on which they chiefly relied being still open to them, the amount of destitution 
amongst them is not so great as where the population depend chiefly upon the 
crops they raised for themselves. A considerable number of persons, however, 
have emigrated, with the aid of the proprietors, from several parishes, and particu- 
larly from Lochalsh and Glenelg, where petitions were presented praying for as- 
sistance. The proprietor of the Glenelg property still offers to cancel arrears of rent, 
and to provide free passages, with clothing and blankets, for such as may desire to 
go and may not have the means. But having been accused of forcing the people 
to emigrate, he requires as a condition of his giving assistance, that they should 
find their own way to Clyde, and pull down their own houses before they set 
out; and some who profess a desire to emigrate, allege that they have not the 
means of complying with these conditions. 

There is, in the circumstances of this district, nothing to call for any particular 
observations with reference to the objects of the inquiry, unless on two adjoining pro- 
perties, Applecross and Gairloch, where systems of management, in many respects 
different, especially as regards the crofters and small tenants, have been pursued 
for some years. On the Applecross property, no innovation has been attempted. 
Several of the farms occupied by small tenants are still cultivated on the anti- 
quated “runrig” system, now abandoned almost everywhere else. The number 
of crofters on the property in the two parishes of Applecross and Lochcarron, at 


rents not exceeding L.10, is 418, and the average rent of each L.3, 19s. 54d. During 


the last four years, there has been no extraordinary expenditure, except perhaps 
to a small amount on improvements near his residence, carried on by the proprie- 
tor, not for the avowed purpose of providing employment, but ostensibly with a 


view to his own advantage. The destitution fund afforded relief during those years. 


to a considerable number of the inhabitants, but the proprietor did not even coun- 
tenance this proceeding so far as to take any charge of or part in the arrange- 
ments. The people have been left to depend on their own exertions under a kind 
proprietor, who was always ready to assist individuals making proper efforts to im- 
prove their condition; but who attempted no new or specific measure for the 
general advancement of the people. Their rents are moderate, all feel secure of 
their tenure so long as they are not guilty of any delinquency, and a large propor- 


tion of those who hold land at rents of L.6 and upwards, have leases renewable. 
every seven years. During the fifteen years ending at Whitsunday 1350, they 
have paid an amount equal to fifteen years’ rent. Many of the small crofters are 


owners, or part owners, of decked vessels, of which there are forty-five, owned by 
the crofters on the property ; and a considerable number have deposits of money 
in the banks. The great majority of these men have not relied on agriculture; 
and no attempt has been made to direct their efforts to that occupation. Left to 
seek their livelihood in the manner in which they could best find it, and emanci- 
pated from tutelage and dependence on the aid and guidance of the proprietor, 
they have prospered more than their neighbours, apparently because they have 
relied less upon the crops they could raise on their lands, and have pursued other 
occupations with more energy and perseverance. | 

Of the crofters or small tenants on this property, who are not fishermen, and 
who are dependent solely on the occupation of land, the most prosperous are those 
who have relied upon grazing, and who are still cultivating their arable land in 
“runrig.” These club-farmers, as they are called, hold a farm in common, each 
having an equal share. They habitually purchase part of their food. They have 
paid their rents regularly, and several of them have deposits of money in bank. 
Mr Mackinnon, who has for more than fifteen years been the factor on the pro- 
perty, gives the following account of the club-farmers of Lochcarron ;— 

“ Of the lotters or crofters paying L..6 and upwards, a large proportion have long 
« had leases for seven years, which have been renewed from time to time. Those pay- 
« ing smaller rents, have not leases. The lots which are occupied by tenants-at-will, 
« are much better cultivated than those which are held on leases. I do not, of 
“ course, attribute the better cultivation to the want of leases; all I infer from 
« this fact is, that granting leases to the present occupants of lots, has not made 
« them better cultivators of their lots. The most successful of the small tenants 
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are those who have taken farms in common, in which the grazings are chiefly 
‘ stocked with sheep, and in which there happens to be a sufficient extent of 
« arable land connected with a moderate extent of grazing to enable them to raise 
“ crops for their own subsistence. Since the failure of the potatoes, however, all 
« the tenants of this class have been obliged to buy meal. On those farms which 
“are held on lease, the land is still cultivated on the ‘runrig’ system. There 
“ are five such farms on Mr Mackenzie’s property in the parish of Lochcarron. 
“ One of these is let at L.48, to six persons paying L.8 each—another for 1.56, 
“ to seven men at L.8 each—another for L.72, to eight men at L.9 each—another 
“ to eight men at L.13, 10s, equal to L.108—another to eight men at L.15 each, 
“ equal to L.120. The cultivation on all of these farms is on the ‘runrig’ sys- 
“tem. Their sales of stock and wool are made in common,-—that is, in one lot. 
“ Their stock, though not common property (each man having his own with a dis- 
“ tinctive mark), are managed in common by a person employed for that purpose. 
“ The tenants of this class have paid their rents with great punctuality, and have 
“ never been in arrear to any amount worth mentioning. A considerable number 
“ of them have money in bank. They have their lands at a moderate rent, which 
“ is no doubt one cause of their prosperity. Another cause is, that no one of the 
“ tenants can subdivide his share without the consent of his co-tenants, and of the 
“ proprietor. The co-tenants are all opposed to such subdivision of a share by 
“ one of their number, and practically no subdivision has taken plaee. Their fa- 
“ milies, therefore, as they grow up, are sent out to shift for themselves. Some 
“ of the children find employment at home,—some emigrate to the colonies.” 

It appears, then, that it is not where the cultivation of the land for crops is 
most successfully practised, that the crofters or-small tenants are most prosperous 
or best able to provide for themselves; but, on- the contrary, that those have been 
more prosperous who have relied less upon. crops-and more upon other resources. 

On the Gairloch property, which adjoins that of Applecross, the system is 
totally different. here an attempt has been made to enable the crofters to 
maintain themselves and pay rent by the produce of their own labour in culti- 
vating their crofts, without its being necessary for them to resort to any other 
means. As late as the year 1845, the whole of the small tenants on the Gairloch 
property appear to have occupied farms in common, and to have cultivated the 


arable land in “runrig.” In 1845 or 1846, separate crofts of from four to six 


acres were allotted to each of about 600 crofters; but as the land previously in 
cultivation in the farms on which they were placed would not furnish a sufficient 
extent, it was resolved to improve waste land for the purpose. The prineiple on 
which the arrangement proeeeded was, that a croft of four or five acres properly 
cultivated was sufficient for the maintenance of a family and the payment of 


rent. Hill-grazing was attached to the crofts for the pasture of cattle and sheep. 


The funds necessary to reclaim the waste land were borrowed under the Drainage 


Act, and the crofters themselves were employed at wages to reclaim their own 


crofts. The land having been divided and allotted, a part of each eroft was 


drained and trenched in the first winter, which was to be put in crop in the follow- 


Ing spring ; and thus successively in each year an additional portion of each croft 
was drained and trenched, the crofters in the meantime subsisting chiefly on the 
wages of labour in improving the lands they occupied. In about four years the 
proposed operations were completed, and cach crofter had then about four or five 
acres of land drained and trenched, the land formerly in cultivation having at the 
same time been improved, where it was desirable, in a similar manner. The sum 
expended in improving the crofts was nearly L.6000, and the crofters were te pay 
annually six and a half per-cent. on the expenditure, which amounts to L.380. 
Besides the L.6000 expended on the crofts, an additional sum of: nearly L.70v00 
was expended on the property in those four years, on road-making, and draining, 
and trenching on other lands than the crofts. There was thus expended en the 
wages of labour executed: by the inhabitants of the property in those four years, 
L.12,766, of which above L.3000 was supplied by the destitution fund. There 
were therefore provided, during the progress of the operations, means of subsist- 
ence for the inhabitants. It was required of the crofters, who had previously cul- 
tivated their lands with the spade, to follow a prescribed system of culture and 
management, including the house-feeding of cattle on green crops raised on the 
crofts, the preservation of liquid and other manures, and the observance of a four- 
shift rotation of crops. An mtelligent overseer from Roxburghshire was employed 
to superintend and direct the proceedings, with assistants selected from the inha- 
bitants of the districts. In 1849-1850 the operations were completed, and it was 
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publicly announced and generally assumed, not only at public meetings, but by. 
writers of high authority, that the experiment had been successful, and that there 
was no longer any difficulty in providing the whole population of the distressed 
districts with the means of maintaining themselves and paying their rents by their 
own labour on their crofts. But the result appears to fall far short of the expec- 
tations that had been raised. Much good has been done, because the Gairloch 
crofters are now in a much better condition than they would have been if the 
change had not been effected, and if so large a sum had not been available to them 
as the wages of labour since 1846. But the examinations at Gairloch appear to 
establish very clearly, that so far from being able to maintain themselves by their 
own labour on their crofts, the crofters of Gairloch do not obtain from their land 
more than enough to maintain them for half the year, and are therefore in that 
respect on a level] with the average of small crofters everywhere else. 

The Rev. Duncan Matheson, Free Church minister of Gairloch, and who has 
been so since 1844, makes the following statement on the subject :—“TI am of 
“ opinion, that the great majority of the crofters will this year be in greater distress 
“ than in any previous year, They have gradually exhausted their own resources, 
“and have heen purchasing food on credit. Their credit too is now exhausted, 
“ From my knowledge of the circumstances of the people, I am satisfied that, on 
“ an average, the crofts have not produced more than six months’ food for an 
“ average family. Some produce enough perhaps for seven, and a few it may be 
“ for nearly eight months; but I am not prepared to say that any of them pro- 
“ duce food enough for nine months. There are others that do not produce food 
“ enough for more than three months.. # # # Qn the whole, I am reluctantly 
“ forced to believe, that there do not exist in this parish the means of providing 
“ for the permanent subsistence of the whole of the present population; and 
“ that it cannot be made self-sustaining unless a portion of them can be induced 
“ and enabled to removed elsewhere.” 

Mr Charles Robertson, surgeon, Gairloch, says,—‘“ I am of opinion, that the 
“ circumstances of the people have been deteriorating since the failure of the 
“ potato crop in 1846. For three years from that time, the crofters on the Gair- 
“ loch property were employed at trenching and draining under the Drainage Act, 
‘ and thereafter they found employment at road-making under a co-operative 
“ arrangement with the destitution committee. On the Gruinard property, co- 
“‘ operative works were carried on by Mr Bankes under a similar arrangement. 
“ During the last winter there has been no such employment for the crofters on 
“ the Gairloch property. Within the last week or two, some have been employed 
“ at the instance of the factor in cod and ling fishing. For the last few days, I 


wn 


. “ believe they have been tolerably successful. I am of opinion that, on an aver- 
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“ age, the produce of the crofts will not produce food for a family of five persons 
“ for more than from six to seven months. There may be twenty or thirty that 
“ would maintain such a family nearly the whole year. There are others that 
“ would not suffice for more than three months. I have reason to believe that, 
“ on an average, the return from oats on the crofts does not exceed four seeds. 
« They have this year, I think, saved rather more of their potatoes than in any 
“ year since 1846. I am of opinion, that the draining and trenching of the crofta, 
“ and the system of husbandry recently introduced, has increased the produce of 
‘ the land, and improved the quality of the grain.” 

Mr Charles M‘Leod, the present manager of the crofts, says,—* Of the crofters 
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as at Openham, where the ground is deep moss and sand, the greater part, if not 
the whole, of the crofts have been brought into tillage ; but from the nature of 
« the soil, the returns are small, and clover and turnips have not been successfully. 
cultivated, and on some of the lots have altogether failed. # © # Of 
the crofters, some had no stock when settled on their crofts. Of these, some 
have now one cow—but such as purchased a cow were unable to pay their 
rents; others remain without a cow; and some have neither purchased a cow. 
‘ nor paid their rents. I am of opinion, that the produce of the better class of 
‘ crofts will maintain an average family till the month of May; the worst will. 
‘ hardly supply food for two months. I am of opinion, that taking the whole of, 
‘ the crofts, the average return of oats will not exceed three and a half seeds. 
« Those who can be induced to follow a proper rotation, and are able to manure 
“ that quarter of the croft which is under green crop, may get after clover from 
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settled upon the newly trenched lots recovered from waste land, some have put. 
‘ ina condition to be cultivated rather more than an acre, others not a tenth. 
part of an acre-—this applies to the stony land. Where there were no stones, 
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“ four and a half to five seeds. # #* # Even where clover grows best,and the 
« cattle are house-fed in summer, I find that the manure is not sufficient. * * * * 
« T am of opinion, that the erofts, if cultivated to the highest possible pitch, 
« would not maintain more than about two-thirds of the population now residing 
“ upon them.” 

The Parochial Board of Gairloch “are of opinion, that the persons who will be 

“ in want in the parish of Gairloch before next harvest, are partly the cottars and 
“ partly the small crofters ; and that some of the crofters will be worse off than 
“ gome of those who have no lands. The able-bodied and efficient cottars will not 
* be so ill off as many of the crofters who have rent to pay. We are of opinion 
“ that there are few of the Gairloch crofters who do not buy less or more of meal 
“ yearly since the failure of the potatoes ; and we are of opinion that, on an aver- 
“ age, the crofts do not afford food for the population upon them for more than six 
“months. During the other six mouths they subsist by the produce of fishing, 
“ and the wages of labour. Many of them still owe the price of meal purchased 
“last year. They are generally very honest in paying for the provisions advanced 
“ to them when they have the means, but last year was an unfavourable season for 
“ the herring fishing in Caithness and the east coast, and they, therefore, were 
‘“ without the means of paying for the provisions they had obtained. * # #* We 
“ are of opinion that, to maintain a man and an average family and pay his rent, the 
“smallest size of croft that will suffice is ten acres of land, and some hill-pasture ; 
“and that to enable him to maintain a family on a croft of that size, he must 
“ make the most of his land. We are of opinion, that the parish of Gairloch 
“ cannot be made self-sustaining, unless a portion of the inhabitants remove else- 
“ where.” 

Dr Mackenzie states it as his opinion, “ That the crofters on the Gairloch pro- 
“perty obtained from their crofts sufficient food to maintain themselves and their 
“ families for about eight months of the year on an average—that is, taking into 
“account the fish they all catch for their own consumption. For the remainder 
“of the year they depend for their subsistence on the wages of labour, and the 
“ proceeds of their fishing. Almost every family sends one or more members to 
“the herring-fishing in Caithness, or on the east coast. They also depend on 
“ these sources for the means of paying that portion of their rent which the sale 
“of the produce of their stock may not cover. The crofters, during the last three 
“years, have largely increased their stock, especially since the great fall in the 
“price of cattle, which has made them unwilling to sell; the consequence is, that 
“their lands are greatly overstocked. I found it necessary last summer to sell 
“part of their stock to pay arrears of rent. The greater part of these were in 
“excess of the number for the grass of which they were paying. Notwithstand- 
“ ing these sales, they are still largely in arrear for rent—more than a year from 
“ Martinmas last.” __ 

It is evident, from these statements, that, so far as it has yet proceeded, the 
spirited and benevolent experiment at Gairloch has effected no more than to place 
the crofters on that property in the same position, in regard to their subsistence, 
as the average of small crofters in other parts of those districts. They are neither 
§0 prosperous, nor so contented, as the. crofters in Applecross, where no innovation 
has been attempted. 


The foregoing details exhibit a state of things in the distressed districts quite 
unknown in the more advanced parts of Scotland. There must be something 
peculiarly unfavourable in the circumstances which have caused the failure of a 
particular crop to produce so great an amount of distress for a succession of years, 
in those districts, while a similar failure was little felt in any other part of this 
country. It is true that the inhabitants of the Highland districts were more de- 
pendent upon that crop than those of other parts of the country ; but that circum- 
stance alone will not account for continued distress throughout several years after 
other crops might have been, and actually were, substituted for that which had been 
lost; neither will it account for the utter failure in every instance of such efforts 
as have been described, to enable the working classes to produce enough for their 
own maintenance—efforts so great and persevering, and involving so large a sacri- 
fice of: personal interest on the part of the proprietors, that they reflect credit, not 
only on those who made them, but even on the country in which they were made. 


Any inquiry, therefore, into the causes of the present state of those districts that. 


would lead to a practical conclusion, must go beyond a mere reference to the 


failure. of the potato crop. The question may be put in the following shape. 
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Why have the inhabitants of those districts been unable to produce enough to 
maintain themselves without the potato, after more than four years have elapsed 
since its failure, and notwithstanding an amount of assistance exceeding probably 
what any people ever before received from voluntary benevolence? The answer 
generally given to this question is, that the small size of many of the crofts dis- 
ables their occupants from supporting themselves—that an extent of arable land 
sufficient, while potatoes flourished, to produce food for a family, is quite inadequate 
to supply corn enough for that purpose, that the only effectual remedy for the 
evil, therefore, is to give to each man as much land as will produce enough, in- 
dependently of potatoes, to maintain a family and pay a reasonable rent. There 
is no doubt much truth in this statement, though it is not the whole truth. It 
has already been explained that many crofts intended for only one family are now 
occupied by two or three, and that the crofts at rents not exceeding L.10, do not 
now on an average provide food for more than six months. It may be necessary 
to the well-being of the inhabitants that there should be no croft so small, that it 
will not provide for the maintenance of a family from its produce, and leave a sur- 
plus sufficient to pay a reasonable rent, although potatoes should continue to fail. 
But the result of a practical application of this rule would probably be very dif- 
ferent from what is anticipated. 

The evidence taken in many different parishes is sufficiently distinct and uniform, 
both as to the size of croft that will produce enough to maintain an average family, 
and pay a reasonable rent, which is stated to be sucha croft as is now let for L.10 
or L.12 in some parishes, and from L.15 to L.20 in others;—and as to the 
amount of capital necessary to the crofter who would undertake its cultivation, 
with a prospect of success, which is stated at from L.80 to L.120. The evidence 
is equally conclusive as to the small number of persons—scarcely half-a-dozen in 
a, parish—not already occupying such crofts, who are in a condition to undertake 
its cultivation. Thus it appears, that, with few exceptions, the small crofters, for 
whose advantage the new distribution of land is desired, would be altogether ex- 
cluded from occupying any part of it, if there were no croft of asize insufficient to 
maintain a family, and pay arent. If distress is a necessary consequence of the 
multiplicity of insufficient crofts in a country where there is little employment; 
and if the persons now occupying these are not in a condition to cultivate such 
as would be sufficient, then they must seek their subsistence elsewhere, or the 
distress must continue. | 

A man must have the means of subsistence, while he is cultivating his croft, in 
a country where he cannot find employment, and he must have sufficient seed, 
implements, and cattle to make the land produce enough to live upon and pay rent. 
If he has not the means of providing these things, he cannot get his subsistence 
from his croft ; and the larger his croft the more will he require. But the pro- 
posal is to give him more land, because he is in distress, and has not the means 
of subsistence. It is said, that although not now possessed of the requisite capital, 
he is able, by the wages of labour, to maintain himself and his family, and at the 
same time gradually to provide all that is necessary to make his croft productive 5 
but if he can do both, then it is evident that he cannot now be in distress, unless 
by his own will, for he is able to provide much more than enough to maintain his 
family, and does not require a croft to enable him to do so. But the truth is, that 
he cannot find employment in his district sufficient to maintain him till the pro- 
duce of his land becomes available ; and if he seeks employment at a distance, he 
cannot cultivate the extent of land necessary to relieve him from the necessity of 
working for wages. To make land the means of subsistence, he must also be pro- 
vided with capital. 

But if it were possible to provide the capital necessary to success, the plan of 
giving to every family land sufficient to maintain them, and pay rent, would appear 
to be impracticable. In Skye there are 3665 families who do not now occupy 
land enough to maintain them for half the year. To provide each of those fami- 
lies with the extent of land now let for L.15 would require as much as is 
now let for L.54,975. The annual value of real property in the seven parishes 
of Skye, as returned to Parliament in 1843, is L.23,079, which would furnish 
only 1538 crofts at L.15. Even at L.10, it would only give 2308 crofts, leaving 
1357 families, besides all whose rents exceed L.10, unprovided. To give a8 
much land as is now let for L.10 to each of 8665 families, would require more 
land than both Skye and Lewis could furnish, and would still leave every one 
paying above L.10 of annual rent to be removed. In Harris there are at least 
600 families without land enough to maintain them. To provide even L.10 
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. crofts for each of these would require about half as much more land as the parish 
contains, leaving every one now paying above L.10 of annual rent to be removed. 
The stipulated rental of Lewis is L.11,825, and the number of families occupying 
land is 2726. If the whole were equally divided amongst them, it would only 
give to each as much as is now let for L.4, 6s. 9d.; but there are also 800 fami- 
lies that do not now occupy land. It is unnecessary to follow out these calcula- 
tions in regard to the other parishes in Long Island. The result is everywhere 
- nearly the same. Were every tacksman, tenant, and crofter paying or promising 
i, to pay above L.10 of annual rent to be removed, there is not one of the number 
on that could furnish such a croft as is now let for L.10 to each of the remaining 
: families. But a croft such as is now let for L.10 is the smallest that, according 
to the evidence of almost every one examined on the subject, produces enough to 
feed an average family, even if there were no rent to pay. If the requisite capital 
could be provided, so as to establish each family on its croft, the distribution of 
land into crofts each of which would be sufficient to give them food, would there- 
fore imply the removal of a large proportion of the present population, including 
: every resident inhabitant who employs labour, or who is possessed of capital 
< enough to give employment. These calculations serve to show the great dispro- 
. portion between the amount of the population and the means of providing them 
ln with employment and subsistence; and, so far, they furnish an answer to the 
i question, why the inhabitants of those parishes have been unable to maintain 
ee themselves since 1846. [If reliance is to be placed on the concurring testimony 
| of a great number of the most intelligent men in each parish, who could have had 
| ho concert with those in other parishes, the inhabitants of the distressed districts 
have neither capital enough to cultivate the extent of land necessary to maintain 
them, if it could be provided, nor have they land enough were the capital supplied 
al to them. 
pe It is maintained by gentlemen of high authority and distinguished benevolence, 
aid that the results of the spade husbandry practised in Belgium and some other 
a countries establish the practicability of making the whole population of the High- 
ne lands produce enough to maintain themselves and pay their rents by a similar 
oa system of petite culture ; but the crofting system in the Highlands, from its in- 
es troduction early in the present century, has been precisely a system of petite 
| culture, and in most places has been carried on by spade husbandry. The dif- 
bee ference in the results arises from the different climate and circumstances in which 
: it is carried on, and the different character and habits of the people who practise 
ce it. Mr Clark of Ulva says—‘In 1846, being alarmed by the failure of the Appendix (A), pp. 
al “ potatoes, and having a large crofter population, and hearing much about 10, 11. 
Ba “ the crofter system that prevailed in Belgium, I went personally to examine it, 
“with the view of enabling me to introduce any improvements it might suggest 
“into my own property. The result of my investigation was, to convince me 
: that the Belgian system was altogether unsuited for Ulva, or any part of the 
| “ Hebrides, in consequence of the better soil and finer climate, and the vicinity 
“ of markets; also the comparative smallness of the public burdens. I found 
mee “that the Belgian crofter, far from living better than the people of the same 


* ¢€ ey 
tee oe ae 
pall cae 

a fut fait, 


eo te Ces 
nr 
eer 
nw 
nw 


w~ 


H | “class here, could only afford coarse bread and vegetables, and rarely tasted 
: “animal food, and never fish—of which the people in this country have an 
2 “almost constant supply. I found Highland labourers working at the railways 


“in France, and performing an amount of work which the people of the country 
- Were said to be unable to perform. 

i “ My observation and experience have convinced me that a crofting system can- 
! not be made an advantageous mode of occupying property in this part of 
the country. I am satisfied that it cannot be made beneficial, either to pro- 
“ prietor or tenant, unless kelp could be manufactured profitably; but, even in 
that case, I am of opinion that the population would continue to increase more 
rapidly than the means of subsistence. I can see no other means of extricating 
the distressed districts of the Highlands from their present difficulties than 
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E “ emigration, under proper regulations. 

i Mr Clark is not a native of the Highlands, and was a stranger to the country 
: when he acquired the property of Ulva in 1835 ; it cannot therefore be presumed 
x that he was misled by local predilections or prejudices. On the other hand, his 
s own interests were at stake, and he had ten years’ experience in the persona 
ft management of his property to guide him. , | 

aX The plan of croft culture and management adopted about five years ago on the 


‘ Gairloch property, and founded on the continental model, with house-feeding of 
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cattle, preservation of Hquid manute, rotation of crops, &c., is referred to by the 


advocates of the petite culture ot aire system, as proving by its results that it ! : 
may be successfully catried out in the Highlands to such an extent as to provide j 
permanent subsistence for the whole of the present population. That experiment J 
was certainly a meritorious and spirited attempt to enable five or six hundred [ 
families who were cultivating their land in the antiquated mode of “ranrig” to | d 
maintain themselves by the produce of their own labour on separate crofts, with thd | 
aid of improved husbandry. The division of the land into separate crofts caused | a 
there, as it had caused everywhere else, a considerable increase of its produce: a 
but the result fell far short of the object proposed. The Gairloch crofts, of from i 
four to five or six acres of arable land, with hill-grazing, after the expenditure of i 
about L.6000 in wages to the occupants for draining, trenching, and fencing their ! : 
own lands, do not now, it appears, produce, on an average, more than enough to Bes 
Appendix (A). pp. taintain a fathily for six months; Dr Mackenzie says, “for about eight months; im 
79, 80, 82,83. but “that is taking into account the fish they all catch fot their own consump- : 
“ tion,” which is not the produce of the ctoft. Dr Mackenzie, the energeti¢ 
gentleman who, as factor on his nephew’s property, conducted the experiment, sa 
attributes this result to the want of a sufficient number of overseers from other oy 
sey of the country to enforce the mode of management and cultivation that he 1 
ad enjoined, and to the impossibility of enforcing it by means of persons selected ut 
in the district and employed under the directions of one efficient overseer from i 
the south. Whatever may have been the cause of failure, the fact appears to be i 
established that the Gairloch crofters do not derive half their means of living from if 
the produce of their crofts, and are in that respect as nearly as possible in the same er 
position as the average of small crofters in those districts generally. It appears, 2 
too, from the evidence of the manager, that the accumulation of other families on Ns 
crofts which are not sufficient to maintain the original occupants, is in progress nq 
there as in other places, and that the efforts made to check it have hitherto been iG 
ineffectual. So far as can be ascertained from its present results, the Gairloch EF 
crofting system has led to precisely the same consequences as all the other crofting ue 
systems that have been adopted in those districts. | Mt 
It is true that in Gairloch, asin many other places, a considerable extent of land dl 
previously unproductive, or nearly so, has been reclaimed, and that some improve- it 
ment has been made on the mode of culture formerly practised. Good has been t 
done therefore, and much praise is due to those who have effected it, and who, at a 
the same time, have made it the means of affording employment and subsistence Y 
to a large body of crofters while the operations were carried on. But if nearly ty 
five years of such expenditure and progress has only enabled the crofters to pro- te 
duce on their lands food for half the year, and thus has only brought them és 
up to the level of small crofters elsewhere, what prospect does this system hold out | i} 
of enabling the population of the distressed districts to maintain themselves for the ri 
whole year by the same means? Dr Mackenzie is still confident that this can be i 
done; but amongst the persons examined, both at Gairloch and throughout the ty 
other parishes, he stands alone in that belief. Mr M‘Leod, the croft manager, is of ti 
opinion that the Gairloch crofts, “if cultivated to the highest possible pitch, h 
« would not maintam more than two-thirds of the population now residing upon d 
“« them.” | 
The quantity of food that a man can produce by his own labour in cultivating i 
land, is of course limited, and must depend not onty on his skill, industry, and ' 


capital, and the original quality of the soil, but also to an important extent on 
climate. There are inhabited countries where neither wheat nor barley will grow. 
There are districts of Great Britain where no amount of skill or industry will 
enable any man to cultivate either successfully; and there are also districts where 
even the hardier oats and bere are so precarious a crop, and, on an average ol 
years, yield so small a return per acre, that a man may not’ bé able to cultivate 
such an extent of land as will prodice enough of these crops to maintain an 
average family. If he is dependent upon what he can prodace by his own labour 
on his land, and if the climate is unpropitious to the only crops he catr raise, ‘he 
may be statving on an unbounded extent of land, hotwithstanding the greatest | 
amount of skill and industry that can be exercised. The system, then, of setting | 
men to obtain the means of living from the produce of their own Jabour, in eulti- 
vating land occupied by themselves, though it succeeds in one place may fail in 
another, solely because of the difference of climate, and the consequent difference 
in the facility and certainty with which his labour can produce enough to main- 
tain a family. If his utmost skill and industry can barely produce enough to keep 
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him and his dependents alive, he is doomed to live in misery all the days of his 
life, if he remains there. Professional farmers, men of intelligence, education, 
and capital, from different parts of the kingdom, are now settled as farmers im 
several of the islands of the Hebrides, and along the west coast of Inverness-shire 
and of Ross-shire. They all concur in stating, as the result of their experience, 
that they can import oatmeal, produced at the same or a higher latitude on the 
east coast, at a price fully twenty-five per cent. below the cost at which they can 
produce it on the best lands in the Hebrides, or on the west coast of that part of 
the mainland. It would appear, then, that a man might be able to produce by 
his own labour on his croft enough of oatmeal to maintain a family, on the east 
coast of Scotland, and might be quite unable to do so at the same parallel on the 
west coast; or that, other things being equal, a man in thie one district might 
live in comfort, and pay a rent, while, in the other, he would be in distress, and 
unable to pay any rent. 

A crofter could produce a much larger amount of food by his own labour in 
cultivating potatoes, while they succeeded, than he can in cultivating any other 
crop since they have failed; and, in proportion to the number of persons depend- 
ing for their subsistence on the crops raised by themselves, has, therefore, been 
the distress caused by the failure of the potato. In the districts now in distress 
corn is a precarious crop, and, on an average of years, makes a small return; and 
there, too, the great majority of the population are dependent for their sub- 
sistence on the crops produced by their own labour on land occupied by them- 
eelves. It is not merely the loss of a particular kind of crop, for which others 
could be substituted, that has caused the continued distress, but it is the im- 
mensely increased amount of labour that is neccessary to produce food enough 
for a family since that most productive crop has failed; or, in other words, the 
greatly reduced amount of food that a man’s labour on his croft will produce. 
The continued distress in the districts where it prevails is not attributable to 
the potato failure alone, which produced no distress where there were no crofters ; 
but to the effect of that failure upon a system which makes the great majority 
of families depend for their subsistence on the food produced by a man’s labour 
on land occupied by himself. It is doubtful whether even one man in each parish 
in the Hebrides has been able, since 1846, to produce by his own labour on his 
land enough of corn to maintain an average family in tolerable comfort for twelve 
months ; and it is quite certain that no one of the distressed districts has pro- 
duced, since that year, food enough to support the population. The question, 
therefore, arises, whether it is possible to persevere in that system to which the 
disastrous effects of the potato failure appear to be mainly attributable, and 
which, since that change, has been found incapable of providing the population 
with the means of subsistence. At no very distant date the condition of many 
Highland parishes, which are now prosperous, was similar to that which we now 
find in the distressed districts. Not a century ago in any case, and not half a 
century in many, the Highland parishes bordering on the Lowlands were occupied 
by small tenants or crofters, who lived in cottages erected by themselves, and 
derived their subsistence from the produce of their own labour on the lands they 
occupied. They suffered from failure of their crops, and were not unfrequently in 
distress, as the crofters of the Hebrides are now. The advance of industry and 
wealth swept away the cottages, and united many crofts into one farm. Some of 
the inhabitants emigrated to the colonies ; some were absorbed into the population 
which increasing manufactures gathered around them. In all of those parishes 
the population was diminished, and distress was no more heard of. The progress 
of agricultural improvement in Scotland, commencing in the southern counties, 
and extending along the east coast, has everywhere been concomitant with the 
advancement in wealth and in general intelligence. Spreading northward and 
westward slowly, but without interruption, it has everywhere been accompanied 
by a diminution of the rural population, consequent on the displacement of small 
tenants and establishment of large farms. It commenced in those parts of the 
Highlands which border on the Lowlands, shortly after the middle of the last 
century, and has steadily advanced—the result being everywhere the same. 

Dr Walker, in his Economical [istory of the Hebrides and Highlands of 
Scotland, published in 1808, but founded on observations made many years 
before that date, laments the depopulation that had taken place, and was then in 
progress, and gives a comparative statement of the population in the Highlands 
and Islands in the years 1755 and 1795. He enumerates 130 parishes on the 
mainland in which Gaelic was then spoken or preached, and which in 1755 con- 
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tained 237,598 inhabitants. In 1795 the population was 250,100, being .n 
increase in forty years of only.12,502. -He accounts for the limited extent of this 
increase by stating that “the ordinary egress to the low countries is always eon- 
“ siderable. Great numbers of men have been drawn out to the army and navy, 
“ and many have emigrated to America; but the most depopulating effects have 
“ proceeded from the enlargement of grass farms, and especially of those for the 
“ pasture of sheep. This unfavourable alteration has chiefly prevailed in parishes 
bordering on the lowlands, in many of which the number of the people has been 
deplorably diminished; but in the more remote parishes, not affected by this 
depopulating cause, the people have increased one-third in the course of the 
above forty years. 

“ For the same reason, we find that the population in the islands has greatly ex- 
“ ceeded that on the mainland. The 1380 parishes on the mainland, containing 
“ 237,498 inhabitants, produced during forty years an increase of only 12,502 
“ persons; whercas the 32 in the islands containing only 52,200 inhabitants, did in 
“ the course of the same forty years afford an increase of 23,466 people. The is- 
“ Jands, during these forty years, sent a larger proportion of men to the sea and 
“ Jand service, than the parishes on the mainland, and likewise lost a larger pro- 
portion of their people by emigration to Ireland and America. But being freed 
from the desolating effects of immoderate grazing farms, their population has 
advanced in this great proportion, and along with it their prosperity. 
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“Of the 130 parishes on the mainland, there are fifty-six, which, in the year 
“1755, contained 108,379 inhabitants, But in the year 17995, their number of 
* people was reduced to 94,222. So that in the course of forty years these fifty- 
“ six parishes have had their population diminished by 14,157 people. These pa- 
“ rishes are chiefly those which border on the Lowlands; and this unfavourable 
“ alteration which has taken place in them, has chicfly arisen from the establish- 
“ ment of extensive grazing and sheep farms.” 

Dr Walker goes on to state his reasons for believing that the Highland coun- 
tries In general, are well adapted for the increase of inhabitants, which in accord- 
ance with the opinions prevalent in his day, he considered the object most to be 
aimed at and desired. After enumerating the advantages of climate, soil, and the 
state of socicty, he says,—“ They have easy acecss to small possessions of land. 
“ Their sustenance is cheap and simple, and their manners virtuous. They marry 
“ early in life.” “ But,” he adds, “ bad government and hurtful customs do often 
“ prevent the population of a country, though it may be destined by nature to 
“ overflow with inhabitants.” Having given as an instance the remarkable “ in- 
“ fertility of the inhabitants of the Island of Madeira,” he proceeds, “In like 
* manner, the thriving population of the Highlands has of late been obstructed, 
and is threatened to be destroyed, not by any natural, but an extrinsic and inci- 
“ dental cause,—the great extension of grass farms, and especially those entirely al- 
« Jotted to sheep.” —Pp. 29-33, vol. i. 

The change, which then affected only the parishes bordering on the Lowlands, 
has now extended to the remotest parts of the Highlands, and whether for good 
or for evil, is steadily advancing. Every movement is in that direction, because 
the tendency must necessarily be to assimilate the more remote districts to the 
rest of the country, and to carry into them, along with the instruction, industry, 
and capital, the agricultural and commercial economy of the wealthier, more intel- 
ligent, and influential majority of the nation. If it were desirable to resist this 
progress, it would probably be found impracticable. Every facility afforded to 
communication and intercourse must tend to hasten its march, and it is not to be 
conceived that any local organisation could resist, or even materially retard it. If 
nothing had occurred to disturb the ordinary course of events, this inevitable tran- 
sition would probably have been eflected without such an amount of suffering as to 
call for special intervention, though no such change is accomplished without suf- 
fering. The crofter would have yielded to the same power that has elsewhere 
converted the holdings of small tenants into farms for capitalists; but increased 
facilities of communication, and increased intercourse, might previously have done 
more to assimilate his language, habits, and modes of living and of thinking, to 
those of men in that part of the country to which he is now a stranger, and m 
which he is a foreigner. 

There would thus have been opened up to him the same means of providing for 
his subsistence that were found by those of his class, who, during the last .cea- 
tury, have ceased to cultivate land occupied by themselves. But the calamity that 
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suddenly disabled him from producing his food by his own labour on his croft, has: 


fourd him generally unprepared to provide by other means for his: maintenance. 
All the various attempts that have yet been made in so many parishes to extricate 
the working classes from the difficulties against which they are unsuccessfully con- 
tending, have not only failed to accomplish that object, but have failed even to ar- 
rest the deterioration in their circumstances and condition, that has been in pro- 
gress for the last four years. After an expenditure altogether unexampled in 
amount, and almost exclusively directed to the relief of their-wants and the im- 
provement of their condition, no sensible progress has been made, and the state of 
the population has continued to decline. Proprietors, tacksmen, tenants, crofters, 
tradesmen, and cottars,—even the clergy and the professional men, all have felt 
the pressure of the times, and all have been more or less impoverished. The 
whole of the local resources have suffered diminution. Where the largest sums 
have been expended in providing employment and effecting improvements, no such 
advance has been made as would justify the conclusion that any practicable amount 
of additional expenditure for the same purposes, would place the present inhabit- 
ants in a condition to maintain themselves where they now reside. Of the va- 
rious measures that have at different times been proposed, on speculative grounds, 
by intelligent and benevolent men, to enable the inhabitants of those districts to 
produce the means of subsistence, all that are not impracticable appear to have 
been tried, and have hitherto failed. Where position or facility of communica- 
tion long established, has led to increased intercourse with other parts of the 
country, and to the habit of secking employment at a distance, or where the 


population have long relied more on other occupations than cultivating their: 
own lands for the means of living, though less has been expended for 


their employment at home, the condition of the population generally is 
not so depressed as where the proprietors have expended the largest amount, 
and the inhabitants have been more dependent on the produce of their crofts. 


In every parish, with one or two exceptions, men of all classes and denominations: 


concur unanimously in declaring it to be impossible, by any application of the 
existing resources, or by any remunerative application of extraneous resources, to 
provide for the permanent subsistence of the whole of the present inhabitants ; 
and state their conviction that the population cannot be made self-sustaining, 
unless a portion removes from the parish. The signal failure of every attempt 
that has been made to provide for the population by the expenditure of capital 
on the improvement of land and the employment of the inhabitants, corroborates 
that opinion. Several persons who declined to state in their written evidence 
their conviction that emigration was indispensable, fearing that such an assertion 


of their opinion might give umbrage to persons whom they desired not to offend,. 


nevertheless announced that conviction in unequivocal terms in conversation. 
And in the whole course of the inquiry, not one individual who was questioned 
on the subject; with the single exception of Dr Mackenzie, expressed a belief, 
that the population of those districts could be extricated from their present 
difficulties without the aid of emigration. The working classes in many parishes 
are convinced that the emigration of a part of their number, affords the only 
prospect of escape from a position otherwise hopeless; and in many cases in- 
dividuals have earnestly prayed. for aid to emigrate. Petitions numerously signed 


by persons desirous to go to the North American colonies, and praying for: 


assistance to enable them to do so, have been transmitted for presentation to 
Parliament ; and another petition of similar purport will be found in the Ap- 
pendix. In some of the parishes where no desire for emigration had been 
publicly expressed, or was supposed to exist, that desire began to be announced 
as soon as the expectation of extraneous aid was abandoned. It has rarely hap- 
pened that so many persons, between whom there was or could have been 
no previous concert or intercourse, and whose opinions on many important 
subjects are so much at variance, have concurred in considering any one mea- 


sure indispensable to the welfare of the community; and thcre does not appear: 
to be any good reason for supposing that this almost unanimous opinion is not well 


founded. 
If the North American colonies were as near to the Hebrides on the west, as 


the mainland of Scotland is on the east, no one, it is presumed, would question: 


the soundness of the views so gencrally entertained. The accounts received from 


the persons who have recently gone to Canada, are on the whole cheering and 


gratifying; and looking only to what is most for the present’ and’ prospective 
advantape of the suffering people, without regard to the interests’ of any other 
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parties, it is not very obvious why the intervention of some miles more or less 
of sea that is passable, should make any material difference in the ultimate result 
to those who may go, though it no doubt increases the expense and consequent 
difficulty of going. A great majority of the inhabitants of the distressed districts 
have kinsman, clansmen, and friends already settled in those colonies; men who 
speak the same language and cherish the same recollections, and amongst whom 
they would rather reside, than in the most fertile portion of the lowlands of 
Scotland, amongst men to whom their language is unintelligible, and whose 
sentiments and modes of life are different from their own. 

If emigration is necessary to the well-being of the population, and to their ex- 
trication from their present difficulties, there can be no doubt that the sooner that 
measure is put in operation, the better for all parties. It may be possible to form 
an estimate of the number or proportion whose removal would be necessary to 
make the parishes self-sustaining ; but so much would depend on the subsequent 
measures adopted in each to promote the welfare of those who remained, that it 
would be hazardous to speak with confidence on the subject, and it is probably 
unnecessary. The number of emigrants will no doubt depend not only upon con- 
siderations of expediency, but also, in a great measure, upon the number who may 
desire to go, and upon the means that may be available from all sources to enable 
them to accomplish their object. The proprietors could legally dispossess persons 
who fail to pay their rents, but hitherto they have done so only in a few cases, 
unless on some of the smaller properties recently acquired, where the whole body 
of tenants and crofters has been dispossessed. From some parishes, it is probable 
that more than half of the inhabitants would desire to remove if they could find 
the means—from others, few have yet expressed a desire to go. 

Of the persons desirous to emigrate, the cottars generally are altogether with- 
out means; but the crofters have still a considerable amount of stock, and they 
have crops on their lands. The cottars pay no rent, and the majority of them are 
permitted to remain only because they could not be expelled without cruelty 
from the huts they inhabit. Almost all the crofters are largely in arrear, and the 
proprietor could legally dispossess them of their lands, and attach their stock for 
recovery of what is due to him; but such measures have rarely been resorted to 
except on some small properties. By cancelling arrears of rent, therefore, and 
relinquishing his right of hypothec, the proprietor has it in his power, in many 
cases, to contribute a considerable amount to the crofters’ means of emigrating, 
when they are insufficient, without any additional expenditure. He has an 
interest in facilitating emigration, because, so long as the inhabitants are unable 
to produce enough for their subsistence, he can derive little revenue from his 
property, or he may even have felt himself called upon to bring other resources to 
its aid. Accordingly, several of the proprietors have already expended consider- 
able sums in aiding emigrants to go to the colonies, while others have removed 
the inhabitants without affording such aid; and in some cases, assistance has 
been offered on a liberal scale, as in Harris, which has not been accepted. But 
although the proprietors, next after the persons desiring to emigrate, have the 
most immediate interest in facilitating emigration, they are not the only parties 
who have an interest in putting an end to the suffering and progressive degrada- 
tion of the working classes in those districts. If it be admitted that emigration 
is indispensable, and if the available resources are anywhere insufficient to carry 
in out to the extent necessary to afford relief, and to which the population desire 
to avail themselves of it, the community appear to have an interest in removing 
the obstacles that prevent the application of the remedy. The emergency is not 
altogether new nor unforeseen. The question was discussed in 1837, when 
distress prevailed in the same districts. It was again investigated by a committee 
of the House of Commons in 1841; and on both occasions, the necessity of emi- 
gration, with a view to avert greater evils than had then been endured, was 
strongly expressed. The predictions of that time have been verified. The evil 
has increased. Instead of one year of distress, there have now been four succes- 
give years of suffering, with no reasonable prospect of its termination while the 
numbers to be fed continue so far to exceed the means of employment and sub- 
sistence. One of the objections then urged against public aid to emigration was 
the want of a legal provision for the relief of the poor, and the consequent danger 
that the proprietors might permit the population again to accumulate. That 
objection has since been removed ; and the sums now raised and expended for the 
relief and management of the poor in those parishes, probably bear a larger pro- 
portion to the total amount of the local resources than in any other part of the country. 
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There are, however, other impediments and objections to the direct intervention of 
the government for the purpose of conducting emigration, that probably could not 
be overcome, unless by a revision and change of the policy on which the nation has 


acted for many years; and with reference to the peculiar circumstances of the 


population in question, there are special difficulties or dangers which it might not 
be easy to surmount or to guard against. The habit of dependence on the 
proprietor, on the destitution fund, on some one who is to think and provide for 
them, is one of the most serious impediments to a permanent amelioration in 
their condition ; and one of the advantages of emigration to the colonies has been 
the effect of new circumstances in counteracting this disposition. But it may be 
doubted whether emigrants carried out by the government would not continue to 
look for the aid they have been accustomed to expect, and might not therefore 
make less progress towards independence, both of circumstances and character, 
than if they felt that they had no such resource to rely upon. The emigrants 
who have recently gone from the Highlands, thrown upon their own resources in 
a country where subsistence is cheap and employment abundant, have, with few 
exceptions, successfully worked their way by their own unaided exertions; and it 
can hardly be doubted that the previous training they have thus undergone, has 
been favourable to their ultimate success. 

On the other hand, if the objections to the direct intervention of the govern- 
ment, for the purpose of conducting emigration be at present insuperable, facili- 
ties could be afforded to which those objections would not apply, and it appears to 
be a legitimate object of public aid to put an end to a state of things which, with- 
out such assistance, can have no other probable termination, except the gradual 
reduction of the inhabitants, by natural causes, to the level of their means of sub- 
sistence. The primary difficulty in many cases must be the want of sufficient 
funds. Some of the proprietors have already expended, on the maintenance of 
their people, and on unavailing attempts to provide for their permanent subsist- 
ence, an amount that would have been sufficient to enable all the families on their 
properties who desire to go, and who have not sufficient means of their own, to 
remove to Canada. And some may be unable, in addition to that expenditure, 
to provide what is now required. There are extensive properties under judicial 
management, some of which are offered for sale, and where the creditors are there- 
fore the parties immediately interested. In many cases it will be impossible to 
provide the necessary funds, unless by loans at a rate of interest that would pre- 
vent their being raised. If this difficulty affected only the proprietors, it might 
be no legitimate subject for the intervention of the public; but it prolongs the 
sufferings of the population. In such cases it might be advisable to facilitate 
emigration by loans for that purpose, on terms more favourable than could be ob- 
tained in the market. The difference of interest would constitute the whole 
amount of such a contribution. The facility thus afforded for obtaining funds on 
favourable terms would tend to remove the necessity for the summary ejection of 
the inhabitants from properties where the proprietor has but the alternative of 
surrendering it to them, or resuming possession of the land. It would enable the 
proprietor, who has already expended his available resources on his people, to 
contribute more effectually to their relief, in a manner that would also contri-. 
bute to his own. The loans under the Drainage Act have been available dur- 
ing these years of distress, and have heen extensively employed for the relief 
of the population; but there is reason to fear that they gave a direction to the 
application of capital that, in those districts, has not always been the most bene- 
ficial to the inhabitants that could have been devised. While in some parts it 
has undoubtedly increased the value of the produce beyond the rate that covers 
both the principal and interest of the expenditure, there are others in which it is 
very doubtful whether the advantage has been equal to the cost. The principle 
of that loan, however, appears to have been well suited to the circumstances of 
the country ; and loans on the same principle, but at a lower rate of interest, to 
facilitate emigration, would be a more valuable boon both to the proprietors and 
the population of the distressed districts, than the loans under the Drainage Act, 
and would give additional value to the improvements effected by means of that 
Act. There are, no doubt, other facilities which might be afforded without hazard, 
and which would contribute to diminish the cost, and to promote the comfort, of 
emigration to Canada. The question first to be determined appears to be, Whe- 
ther there is a public interest involved of a nature to justify the interference of 
her Majesty’s government ? and if this question must receive an affirmative answer, 
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as appears to be probable, it’ will remain for the government: to determime the: 
nature and amount of interference that the circumstances demand: 

It is evident that, were the population reduced to the number that can live in: 
tolerable comfort, that change alone would not secure the future prosperity and inde- 
pendence of those who remain. It maybe doubted whether anyspecific measures, cal- 
culated to have a material influence on the result, could now be suggested that have: 


not repeatedly been proposed. The operation of the poor-law will contribute, ' 


with experience of the past, to prevent the recurrence of the evils from which all 
classes are now suffering. Increased and improved means of education would 
tend to enlighten the people, and to fit them for seeking their livelihood in 
distant places, as well as tend to break the bonds that now confine them to 
their native localities. But, to accomplish these objects, education must not be 
confined to reading, writing, and arithmetic. The object of all education is not 
less to excite the desire for knowledge, than to furnish the means of acquiring it; and 
in this respect, education in the Highlands is greatly deficient. Instruction in agri- 
culture and the management of stock would facilitate the production of the means 


of subsistence. A more secure tenure of the lands they occupy would tend to’ 


make industrious and respectable crofters more diligent and successful cultivators. 
But the effects of all such measures depend on the spirit‘and manner in which 
they are carried out, as well as on the general management with which they are 
connected throughout a series of years; and it would be useless to dwell upon 
improvements which every one admits to be desirable, though few have succeeded 
in promoting them to any notable extent. It is curious, and perhaps mortifying, 
to observe how little the difference of management, and the efforts of individuals, 
appear to have influenced the progress of tle population, and how uniformly that 
progress corresponds to the amount of intercourse with the more advanced parts 
of the country, and the length of time during which it has been established. It 
is, no doubt, in the power of every proprictor to promote or retard advancement, 


and he is justly responsible for the manner in which he uses that power; but its: 
extent appears to have been much overrated. The circumstances that determine 


the progress of such a people as the inhabitants of those districts, in the vicinity, 
and forming a part of a great nation far advanced in knowledge and in wealth, 


appear to be chicfly those which determine the amount of intercourse between 


them. Where that intercourse is easy and constant, the process of: assimilation 


proceeds rapidly, and the result is as certain as that of opening the sluices in the 


ascending lock of a canal. Where that intercourse is impeded, or has not been 
established, it may perhaps be possible to institute a separate local civilization, 
an isolated social progress; but an instance of its successful accomplishment is not 
to be found in those districts. 


The Highland parishes on the borders of the Lowlands, though still inhabited by 


the original race, are hardly distinguishable by their aspect or the condition of 
their inhabitants from those which bound them to the south or the east. Pro- 
ceeding northward and westward the change is gradual and uninterrupted till the 
utmost limits are reached in the outer Hebrides, where it is complete. The ex- 
tent and urgency of the distress increase in like manner, with the distance from 
the great centre of civilization and industry, and are greatest where the intercourse 
is least. Where the intercourse is equal, the state of the population is most ad- 
vanced where it has been longest established; and there too the distress is less 
severe, and the prospect of extrication more hopeful. Whatever tends to facili- 
tate and promote intercourse between the distressed districts and the more ad- 


vanced parts of the country, tends to assimilate the habits and modes of life of 


their inhabitants; and therefore to promote education, industry, good manage- 
ment, and everything in which the great body excels the small portion that is to 
be assimilated to it. [Every man connected with those districts, who possesses 
wealth or influence, can aid in promoting the accomplishment of that object, can 
contribute to hasten the arrival of the time when the population will hardly be 
distinguishable from those of the districts which, not a century ago, were in a con- 
dition nearly similar, but are now self-sustaining and prosperous. But it 3s 
probable that every attempt at improvement in a direction opposed to the pro- 
gress of assimilation will be unsuccessful, and there is reason to fear that it may 
subject the people involved in it to another process of painfal transition. It is 
important, therefore, to kcep in view the effect of advancing wealth and civiliza- 
tion in diminishing the rural population in those Highland parishes that border’ 
on the Lowlands ; because, there appears no reason to doubt that the same causes 
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will produce the same results.everywhere else in that country; and that what 
remains to be done is to make that removal as easy and as beneficial to the rural 


population as: may be found possible.* 


The administration of the laws for the relief and management of poor in the 
parishes to which the inquiry extended, though no doubt capable of much improve- 


* The subjoined tables show the progress of population and the annual value of real property,—No. I., in 
the twenty-seven parishes to which the inquiry extended; and No. U., in twenty-seven purely agricultural 
parishes in the southern and eastern parts of the Highlands, in which Gaelic was spoken or preached in 1808, 


and which are now self-sustaining and prospcrous. 















































TABLE I. 
POPULATION. 
Parish. Annual Value 
in 1843. 
1755. | 1791. | 1801. | 1811. | 1821. | 1831. | 184). | 185). 
| | £ 8. ad. 

Kilfinichen,........sseeeeeeeeee v+ {1685 | 3002]... | 3205 | 2967 | 3819 | 4113 | 2099 | 4668 16 10 
TOr0Say, ..cccccerescececs ccocsseee | 1012 | 1733 | 1764 | 2I14 | 2288 | 1889 | 1612 | 1343 | 5007 13 4 
Kilninian, .......ssseecceees seosee | 2500 | 3281 | 3601 | 4064 | 4357 | 4830 | 4335 | 3952 | 7900 6 0 
POF tr Ges aaicwcs onceensncacssedesexen 1385 | 1980 ) 2246 | 2729 | $174 |} 3441 | 3574 ! 3557 | 3195 9 3 
Kilmuir, we..sscseseccceeseeseees 1572 | 2065 | 2555 | 2752 | 3387 | 3415 | 325 | 2199 | 283 8 6 
SIIZOrE cs seeder eesvceSecdudines ein 1627 | 1808 | 2144 | 2275 | 2789 | 3487 | 2220 ' 3073 | 2957 11. 8 
Duirnislisictedshcovt chi cehecsevewe 2568 | 8000 327 | 3361 | 4147 | 4765 | 4983 | 5332 | 4998 11 O 
Bracadale,......... Scsebsraceais 1907 | 2250 | 1865 | 1869 | 2103 | 1769 | 24 | 1597 | 3920 15 0 
Gina sted wetesutare udaeters: 943 | 1579 | 1748 | 2107 | B619 | zo6z | 3150 | 3243 | 3026 19 0 
Sleat, ......0e- sibdatieaasroukvonwns 1250 | 1788 | 1903 | 1936 | 2608 ) 2057 | 2706 | 2531 , 2007 7 6 
GING) © ciiawcvivers Gacedecaeeweus 1816 | 2746 ) 2884 5 SELL | 2807 | 2874 | 2729 | 2464 6642. 31 
INNO) ype Sesautacoucecssienlarwes 693 ) 1000 | 1088 | 1058 | 1027. 1240 | 1168 | 1laes | 3017 4 6 
GGNSIIEl jcosi sce ciaoaveeceucowees 509 | 721 | 710} 728 | 768 | TIS | 745) 57218014 1 7 
Lochalshy........sscessscsescsceces 613 | 1334 | 1606 | 2034 | 2492 | 2433 | en97 | e200 | 3097 2 9 
Lochearron,........ccceonsseseeees 771 | 1068 | 1178 | 1485 | 1932 | 2136 | 19v6o | 1612 | 2889 51 
Applecross, ........ en we | 835 | ITBE | L896 | 2207 | 2TOB | 2802 | e861 | 28714 | 2487 110 4 
Gaitloc Nseeasavewes a venteswiies . | 2050 | 2200 | 1487 | 2755 | 4518 | 4445 | asso | 5352 | 4809 11 4 
Lochbroom,.......essseesee. veoees | 2201 | 3500 | 3533 | 3754) 4540 | 4015 | 4799 | 4803 | 6343 14. 8 
StUNOWAYy..coscscssceceescsecseee | ARIZ | 2609 | 2074 | 3500 | 4179 | 5422 | G218 | so38 | 3112 0 4 
Barvas,....... seoveccsserrsesseeese | 1995 | 2006 | 2233 | 2165 | 2568 | 3011 | 3850 | 4191 | 194117. 7 
Weis eese hese ccecns ccaees on 1312 | 1898 | 2086 | 2500 | 2875 | 3041 | 3316 | 3209 | 2542 1 B 
NOCNS sacesscesse uwsruecetades 1267 | 1768 | 1875 | 1927 | 2669 | 3067 | 3653 | 4256 | 2514 2 3 
Harris,........ bees ee menace 1969 | 2536 | 2096 | 8669 | 3909 | 3000 | 4429 | 4250 1 4015 8 9 
North Uisty. coesccoess scam aes 1909 | 3218 | 3010 | 3863 | 4971 | 4603 | 4428 | 3919 | 4080 7 92 
South Uist,........0.008. seeas 2209 | 3450 | 4595 | 4825 | 6038 | 6840 | 7333 | Ge21 | 5862 18 1 
DALE se daciorctasisaceswascnves eee | 1150 | 1604 | 1925 | 2114 | 2303 | 2097 | 2363 | 1884 | 2869 12 9 
Tyree and Coll,.......... oes 2702 | 3457 | 1162 | 3186 | 4181 | 4453 | 8533 | 4815 | 4473 6 2 
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1750 
1968 
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1295 
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2919 
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2100 
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961 | 1092 972 

1538 | 1664 | 1684 
1750 | 1788 | 1681 5288 10 90 
1224 | 1089 967 3646 LL 
1930 | 2023 | 1770 6405 19 7 














£ ss. d. 
1806 | 1644 8886 1 7 
851 943 4279 14 7 
1196 | 1018 5601 13 9 
596 699 3282 11 7 
648 567 3439 4 3 
787 754 6400 0 0 
1690 | 1515 1032 0 0 
660 543 3600 Q 90 
1664 | 1446 8100 0 0 
1049 871 6100 0 0 
1909 | 1665 7200 0 9 
2002 | 1702 | 18,136 16 Li 
3126 | 2539 3515 2 0 
3967 | 2740 | 13,300 1 2 
4590 | 3811 | 11,649 5 9 
1209 890 4288 11 3 
2384 | 2231 11,846 10 8 
2867 | 2718 6073 5 38 
1568 | 1412 7993 7 4 
1129 | 1134 4009 0 7 
1808 | 1712 6600 0 . 
1683 | 1563 4228 0 
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ment, is on the whole creditable to the local boards, when the difficulties they have 
had to contend with almost since their formation are taken into account. The 
composition of these boards appears to be generally as good as could be obtained 
in the parishes. The introduction of a limited number of members elected by the 
rate-payers has tended there, as elsewhere, and especially in places where sectarian 
differences exist, to promote confidence in the proceedings of those bodies, and 
greatly to increase their efficiency. The defects in the administration are such as 
arise from the extent of the parishes—the difficulty of ‘communication, the inex- 
perience and imperfect acquaintance with business of the resident inhabitants, and 
the limited choice of efficient officers. | 

The amount of funds raised appears to be not inadequate to meet the ordinary 
requirements of the statute, and has greatly increased since 1845. Those funds 
appear to be fairly and equitably assessed and allocated, and to be collected with 
less difficulty, and with a smaller accumulation of arrears, than could well have 
been anticipated, considering the number and classes of the rate-payers, and the 
distress that has prevailed. The facility with which the poor-rates are collected 
from a numerous body of small tenants, is chiefly owing to the aid afforded in the 
collection by the proprietors and their agents. Notice is given to the collector of 
poor-rates of the time and place where the rents are to be collected; the poor- 
rates are first paid, and then as much of the rent as the tenants are able to dis- 
charge. In some parishes the proprietors collect the rates from their tenants, and 
hand over the amount to the parochial board. In consequence of these arrange- 
ments, many persons have paid the whole of their poor-rates when they were un- 
able to pay their rents. The annexed table shows the amount raised and expend- 
ed in each parish annually since 1845, together with the annual value of real pro- 
perty as returned to Parliament in 1843. The rate is everywhere levied on the 
stipulated rental, which generally corresponds pretty nearly with the annual value 
as returned in 1843; but the difference between the stipulated rental and that 
actually recovered is often very considerable, and the rate per pound, as the assess- 
ment is now imposed, does not accurately represent the proportion of the local 
resources actually applied to the relief of the poor. _ If the: sum raised were 
assessed upon the amount of rent actually recovered, deducting taxes and public 
burdens, it would, in many cases, require a much higher rate to produce the sum 
now raised ; and parishes where the assessments on the gross stipulated rental is only 
from one shilling and sixpence to three shillings in the pound, would be found to be 
applying to the relief of the poor a larger proportion of the local resources than 
perhaps any other parishes in this country. 

The funds appear to be faithfully, though not always skilfully, applied to the 
purposes for which they are raised; and the condition of the poor, as compared 
with that of the independent labourer who is able to maintain his family, appears 
to be at least as favourable as in other parts of the country. In fact, the condi- 
dition of the poor on the roll, or registered, is said to be so attractive, in the pre- 
sent state of many parishes, as to constitute an evil that is the frequent subject of 
complaint. The change in the administration of the laws for the relief and man- 
agement of the poor has tended, it is asserted, to demoralise the working classes, 
who are disposed to prefer dependence on that source of subsistence to labour or 
independent exertion. On the other hand, it is common to hear complaints, that 
while the cost of maintaining the poor has increased, their condition has not been 
improved. It is not easy to reconcile these statements. If the legal provision 
now made for the poor is so much more attractive than the voluntary provision 
formerly made for them, it is difficult to conceive that they are not better of. 
If the cost of maintaining the destitute and disabled poor is greater than under 
the former system, it must be, because they receive more, and, therefore, are 
better off; but if they are not better off, it must be, because they they do not 
receive more, and in that case the cost cannot be greater. . The fallacy probably 
arises from comparing the condition of the poor previous to 1846, when the change 
in the administration came into operation, with their condition subsequent to that 
time, without due regard to the change in the circumstances of the other inhabit- 
ants that occurred about the same time. Previous to 1846, there was abundance 
of food in almost every house, and the poor were probably never in want of suffi- 
cient nourishment. Since 1846, the population has been in distress from the de- 
ficiency of food; and probably the poor, who are necessarily both disabled and 
destitute, could not have been maintained, notwithstanding the ready charity of 
their neighbours and friends, unless by a legal provision. To determine the effect 
of the change in the administration upon the condition of the poor by comparing 
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what it was in seasons of abundance previous to the change with what it has been 
in seasons of general distress subsequent to the change, is not just or reasonable ; 
but even tried by this unfair test, I have no hesitation in stating that their condi- 
tion is improved. It is true that toa certain class of rate-payers the cost of main- 
taining the poor has been largely increased. Previous to 1846, they were main- 
tained chiefly by the labouring class to which they belonged, and by relations or 
friends a little above that position. Now they are maintained chiefly by the 
wealthier classes, and the change has no doubt been felt by them ; but it has been’ 
an important advantage to the working class, which formerly bore the greater part 
of the burden. 

Although the funds are duly and equitably raised, and honestly applied, yet in 
many parishes, particularly in such as are of great extent, and where communica- 
tion is often difficult, and sometimes impossible, the meetings of the parochial 
boards are not so frequent or regular as could be wished ; and although there are ge- 
nerally in every parish some individuals who take a lead in conducting the parochial 
business, and to whom the inspector habitually applies for advice, still there is more 
left to depend on the personal judgment and efficiency of that officer, than the 
statute appears to have contemplated. It is not easy to suggest a remedy for this 
defect. It arises in a great measure from natural obstacles, that make it difficult 
to meet; and even where there are no more formidable obstacles than distance, it 
may be feared that the expense and inconvenience of frequent journeys at all sea- 
sons of the year, will often counterbalance the prospect of possible and contingent 
advantage from more assiduous attention to the duties of an unpaid office. On 
the other hand, if the circumstances make it necessary to leave more to the judg- 
ment and efficiency of the inspector than in parishes where meetings of the paro- 
chial board are more easily, frequently, and regularly held; they also demand in 
that officer a larger share of those qualities than might otherwise suffice for the 
proper discharge of his duties. It unfortunately happens, however, that in most 
of those parishes the number of persons well qualified to perform the duties of in- 
spector is very limited, and the choice of persons from a distance is in most cases 
confined to such as can communicate with the inhabitants in a language not very 
widely diffused. The consequence is that the inspectors, though for the most part 
active and intelligent men, are not generally so well qualified as many of the same 
officers in parishes where the duties are much more easily performed. The paro- 
chial boards in the Highlands, and in many rural parishes eleswhere, seem not 
to be sufficiently alive to the economy, as well as the other advantages, of securing 
efficient inspection, and a regular and systematic mode of keeping the accounts 
and records. Both the parochial boards and their officers in the parishes to which 
the inquiry extended, and doubtless in many others, are too much inclined to 
rely upon their general acquaintance with the condition and circumstances of ap~ 
plicants for relief, and to omit that minute and careful scrutiny and personal do- 
miciliary inspection of each case, which in parishes where none but out-door relief 
can be given, is always indispensable to its proper administration. Applicants, 
therefore, obtain relief, who are subsequently found not to have been fit objects of 
parochial aid, and whom a searching investigation would have shown not to be so. 
This lax system facilitates, if it does not generate, imposture, and tends to make 
the legal provision, even for the disabled and destitute poor, an incentive to idle- 
ness and improvidence, and consequently to increase the cost of maintaining the 
poor, not only now, but for the future. It also precludes a very accurate adapta- 
tion of the amount of the allowance to the circumstances of each case, which can- 
not be effected without careful investigation. The increased expenditure caused 
by the facility thus afforded for obtaining relief, by means of clamorous misrepre- 
sentation, leads to efforts at economy, directed rather to a general reduction of 
allowances, than to a rigid and discriminating examination into the validity and 
extent of each individual’s claim. These defects are more or less prominent in the 
proceedings of all the parishes visited ; but appear to result from inexperience and 
the want of business habits, not from any intentional disregard of the statute, or 
the rules or injunctions of the Board of Supervision. It would be hopeless to look, 
in those remote parishes, for means of administering the law as complete and ef- 
fective as in the more advanced parts of the country, and especially of administer- 
ing laws which have but recently come into operation in the Highland parishes, 
while they have been in more or less perfect operation in other parts of the coun- 
try for many years; but it is not hopeless to look for progressive improvement. 
The spirit in which the administration of the poor-laws is carried on, appears 
everywhere to be good; and there is every disposition to do what is right, though 
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there is not yet a due appreciation of the use or importance of many things that 
are required of them, and of which they do not see the object. 

The books and records of the parochial board are more or less defective in every 
parish to which the inquiry extended. Some progress appears to have been made 
since the officers of the Board visited those parishes in 1847-8; but inspectors, 
better qualified for this part of their duties than many of those holding that office, 
would be required to ensure a strict conformity to the rules. The accounts are 
generally kept in an inconvenient form, entailing much labour on the inspector 
whenever a return is called for; but they contain, nevertheless, an intelligible 
record of receipts and disbursements, the accuracy of which there is no reason 
to doubt. There are few of the parishes in which the registers have been properly 
kept; and it was not always easy to make the parochial boards comprehend the 
value to themselves of such a record. Their poor are so stationary—the parishes 
are so little exposed to the demands of vagrants or strangers; and the history of 
each pauper’s case is presumed to be so well known, at least in its leading features, 
that it appeared to them but an uscless labour to record, in writing, what every 
one was presumed to know. A close investigation, however, of particular cases, 
convinced them, that their information respecting them was neither so full nor so 
precise as a register would have furnished ; and that the loss, or the change, of their 
inspector, might have left them without adequate information as to half the cases 
on the roll. 

The visiting books were also imperfectly kept, for the same reasons that the 
registers were neglected, and were generally in the form of a journal, the cases 
visited being entered consecutively, instead of having a separate page for each 
pauper, in which all visits to him are entered, and which, therefore, would give at 
one view all the information concerning him. 

In like manner, the accounts were generally merely consecutive entries of sums 
received or paid, in the order of their dates, without any attempt at classification. 
To ascertain the amount expended under any one head, it was necessary to go 
through the whole account, and pick out the items chargeable under that head. 
Had each payment been originally entered in a separate account in the cash-book, 
under its proper head of relief, management, &c., there could be no difficulty at 
any moment in ascertaining the amount of expenditure under each separate head. 

The minutes of the parochial board were generally defective, inasmuch as they 
did not contain the decision of the board on each case brought before them by the 
inspector. A roll of paupers, with the allowance to each, was furnished to him 
annually after it had been revised; but that revised roll, though referred to, was 
not entered at length in the minutes, neither were many ‘of the changes that had 
been made, with the sanction of the board, in the intervals between the annual 
revisions of the roll. Notwithstanding these defects, there were no grounds dis- 
covered for a suspicion, that the inspectors were not acting in perfect accordance 
with the directions and intentions of the boards; and no such suspicion appeared 
to be entertained by any of the members, though it did not always happen that 
they were all well disposed towards the inspector. 

The relations between the inspectors and the paupers, appeared generally to be 
those of kindness on the one side, and confidence on the other; the opinions of 
persons unconnected either with the inspectors or the parochial boards, were 
everywhere favourable as to the humanity with which these officers performed 
their duties; and, with two exceptions, they appeared to have the confidence both 
of the parochial boards, and of the rate-payers. 

The allowances to the paupers are generally paid either wholly or partly m 
meal, a practice that could not be dispensed with in some parishes where there are 
few retail dealers, and which does not appear to be objectionable. It has this ad- 
vantage, that it gives an accurate measure of the means of subsistence provided, 
whereas a money allowance would not, in some situations, necessarily ensure 8 
supply of food. 

The people everywhere appear to be aware of the right of destitute and 
disabled persons to demand relief, and, except in the more remote parts of two 
parishes in Lewis, they seem also to be quite aware of their right to apply to the 
sheriff when refused relief by the parochial board or inspector. The fact that 
the number of applications to the sheriffs in those districts exceeded, in proportion 
to the population, the number in almost any other district in Scotland, is cou- 
clusive evidence of a general acquaintance with the legal means of prosecuting 8 
claim for relief. There are in every parish individuals who consider it their 
duty to point out to poor persons the proper course in all cases of a claim or 
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complaint ; and there are, probably, none of the clergy of any denomination, or 
of the considerable tacksmen, who would not afford the necessary information to 
any poor person who asked for it. There does not appear, therefore, to be any 
reason for apprehending that the inhabitants of those parishes will suffer from 
not being aware that they possess a right to demand relief, or from ignorance of 
the means of enforcing that right where it exists. The tendency rather is to 
exaggerate the rights conferred upon them by the statutes. 

In Uig, one of those parts of Lewis in which it was doubtful whether the in- 
habitants were aware of their right to apply to the sheriff, it seems to be probable 
that no case had arisen in which such an application would have been made. Mr 
Campbell, the minister of the Free Church, to which nearly all the inhabitants 
belong, states that no such case had come to his knowledge, and that the 
inspector had always attended to the applications he had made in behalf of poor 
persons who were fit objects of parochial relief. The sheriffs-substitute of Skye 
and Long Island, state their opinion that the inhabitants of their districts are 
well acquainted with this right, and the sheriff-substitute of Lewis expresses the 
same opinion as to his district, with the exceptions above referred to. 

In addition to the duties required of them by the statutes, the parochial boards 
in the distressed districts are now relieving able-bodied persons who are destitute 
of the means of subsistence, and they are the only parochial boards who have 
systematically exercised their discretionary power to apply the funds raised by 
assessment to the relief of such persons. The small amount of relief given to 
that class, coupled with the exaggerated statements that were circulated, led 
some persons to suspect that those boards were not actually affording relief, 
especially in Skye, to all applicants who were really destitute of the means of 
subsistence. But the funds of every parish in Skye have been supplemented by 
contributions from the destitution fund in sums proportioned to the population. 
Those sums were remitted on the 28th of April, and may therefore be considered 
applicable to the expenditure for the month of May. The amount of relief given 
to able-bodied persons in that month, when the boards could furnish it from 
other sources than their own funds, may be regarded as representing the amount 
of that description of relief required for the maintenance of the destitute able- 
bodied persons in each parish. From the annexed return it appears that the 
amount of such relief in the six parishes of Syke from which returns have been 
received for the month of May, was L.101, 7s. 92d., leaving of the sum remitted 
to those six parishes, a balance amounting to L.368, 15s. 84d., to provide relief 
for the same class of applicants in the month of June. The parochial boards 
had therefore at their disposal, independent of the parochial funds, a sum remitted 
to them for that purpose, sufficient to give a much larger amount of relief in 
June, than they had found it necessary to give in May. After the first week 
of June, the numbers on the relief lists of the dcstitution fund in the years 
1848, 1849, and 1850, in Skye, decreased to a very considerable extent. At 
that season many have gone to the south, and more are prepared to go. Those 
who went early in the season, are sending assistance to their families at home. 
The fisheries at home and on the east coast, furnish food and employment. to 
great numbers. The annual sale of cattle at the market held in June, supplies 
many with funds; and the pasture on their grazings increascs the supply of 
milk to all who have cows. There is no reason, therefore, to believe that the 
expenditure for June or for July will be greater than it was for May; on the 
contrary, itis more probable that it will be less. There does not appear, therefore, 
to be any ground for apprehending that the means at the command of the 
parochial boards will be insufficient to meet the exigencies of this season. About 
the middle of August, potatoes begin to be available as food, and it is now known 
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that the breadth of that crop planted this year in Skye, is greater than in any . 


year since 1846. It was feared and confidently asserted in March, that a large 
extent of land in that Island would remain uncultivated for want of seed to plant 
or sow it, unless seed were supplied from some extraneous source. Those appre- 
hensions it now appears were groundless. The crofters, with scarcely an exception, 
have contrived to obtain sced without extrancous aid. 

It appears to be altogether an unfounded imputation on the respectable gentle- 


nen composing the parochial boards of Skye, that, having at their disposal funds 


entrusted to them for that purpose, they have failed te relieve the really destitute, 
even to the extent of those funds. There is no reason to doubt that those boards 
have relieved every applicant who was really destitute; on the contrary, there is 
good reason to suspect that relief has been given in many cases, without sufficient 
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investigation, to persons who were not destitute. Mr Peterkin, the officer of the 
Board employed in those districts, reports, in a letter dated the 21st of May, from 
Portree,—“ From conversations which I have had with different persons, I think 
“ it will turn out that the inspectors are giving relief to a greater number than 
“ there is any necessity to give to. The parochial boards, by allowing inspectors 
“no sufficient assistance to investigate thoroughly every case, force the inspec- 
“ tors, who have other occupations, in self-defence, to give to every importunate 
“ applicant.” The inspector of Portree admitted “ that he had been giving re- 
“ lief to persons whom he conscientiously believed not to be in extreme dis- 
“ tress—having cattle and sheep.” From the parish of Duirnish Mr Peterkin 
reports, on the 11th of June, that, “ On the Ist April, the parochial board held a 
“ meeting, at which each member agreed to give employment to those on his 
“ estate or farm who should bring a line from the inspector, and that each mem- 
“ ber should pay for the work done, from his own resources,—thus imposing, as it 
** were, an additional assessment on themselves.” This arrangement had been car- 
ried into effect, employment had been given on the inspector’s “ lines,” at the 
destitution committee’s test-allowance of meal; and the inspector stated that 
about L.20 had been expended in this manner. After the receipt of the remit- 
tance from the destitution fund, the members of the parochial board were divided 
in opinion as to whether it was preferable first to exhaust that supply, or to re- 
serve it, and give work to the destitute as formerly. Mr Peterkin observes on 
this question, that, “ While the committee-money lasts, the people think it fair 
“ game; and the parochial board do not, in my opinion, take the precautions 
“ necessary to show the people that it is not so.” 

On the 16th of June he reports,—‘“ Work on roads is given in Snizort and 
“ Kilmuir. The crops are looking well, and those who go south are either gone 
“ or preparing to go; but the facility with which they may get their small sup- 
“ plies must have a great tendency to make them remain.” 

On the 23d June, he reports that he had visited the parishes of Strath and 
Sleat, and that, having induced the inspector of Strath to institute, with his assist- 
ance, a strict inquiry into seventeen cases of applications for relief, made on the 
same day by persons residing in a remote part of the parish, it was found, on visit- 
ing their houses, that only three were cases requiring relief, and that fourteen 
were cases of misrepresentation. It was ascertained that some of those persons 

had brought money with them to buy meal at Broadford, if they should not suc- 
ceed in obtaining it from the inspector: and if Mr Peterkin had not been pre- 
sent, and urgent to have all cases carefully investigated, they most probably would 
have suceeeded. Their place of residence was distant and difficult of access; the 
weather was rainy; and the inspectors had become greatly alarmed at the re- 
sponsibility to which they would be exposed by refusing relief. 

On the 25th of June, Mr Peterkin reports, that “ In Kilmuir parish the paro- 
« chial board offer two pounds weight of meal a-day for a man’s labour for eight 
“hours. This is quite sufficient. J have many faults to find, both with inspector 
“and parochial board ; but, so far as the people are concerned, I must say I have 
“ no apprehension for them.” 

A letter from the Rev. Mr M‘Ivor, dated Kilmuir Manse, 7th June 1851, and 
addressed to Mr C. Spence in Edinburgh, which appeared in the newspapers, and 
was otherwise extensively circulated, contained a statement that some persons 
had died of starvation. With reference to that letter, Mr Peterkin writes from 
Portree,—* In regard to Mr M‘Ivor’s dreadful picture, which I saw on Friday, I 
“ may observe that I was in his house a night (12th June)—spent the forenoon 
“ of next day with him—went again to the parish of Kilmuir to attend a meeting 
“ of the parochial board (18th June)—saw Mr M‘Ivor again, and heard nothing 
“ of any death from starvation.” Mr Peterkin was in the parish for the purpose 
of inquiring into the condition of the inhabitants, and the measures taken for the 
relief of destitution. He spends several hours with Mr M‘Ivor, both on the 12th 

and the 13th of June, and hears nothing of the alleged deaths from starvation re- 
ferred to in Mr M‘Ivor'’s letter to Edinburgh of the 7th June. He attends 4 
mecting of the parochial board of Kilmuir on the 18th June, again meets Mr 
M‘Ivor, and neither from him, nor from any other member, nor from the inspector, 
nor from any one else in the parish, does he hear anything of alleged deaths from 
starvation. If the statement were well founded, it would establish the fact that 
the parochial board of Kilmuir, of which Mr M‘Ivor is a member, having in their 
hands funds entrusted to them for the relief of destitution, had allowed persons to 
die of want rather than apply those funds to their relief; but the allegation that 
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any such event had occurred, seems to have been heard of in Kilmuir only by Mr 
-M‘Ivor; and he appears to have thought it proper to be communicated only to 
Mr C. Spence in Edinburgh, who was employed by a society to obtain subscrip- 
tions for Skye, of which Mr M‘Ivor was one of the distributors. 

The only parish in Skye that Mr Peterkin had not visited was Bracadale, and 
from that parish, which is all in the hands of tacksmen, and in which there is 
comparatively a smaller amount of population, there were no complaints of desti- 
tution that made it necessary for him to examine it. On the 2d of July, he re- 
ports from Portree—“ A great many people have left Skye during the last few 
“ days for the Caithness fishing; more, the inspector told me to-night, than be 
“ recollects for a long time.” 

On the 24th of December 1850, the gentlemen of Skye intimated their convic- 
tion that immediate relief, beyond what the local resources could supply, was 
necessary to preserve the lives of the inhabitants, and, under that conviction, 
prayed for prompt aid from the government. On the 21st of January 1851, the 
Rev. A. Martin, minister of the parish of Snizort, in a letter addressed to Sir 
George Grey, presses urgently for immediate assistance from the government. 
“ My object,” he says, “in addressing you, is to request, in the most humble and 
“ most earnest manner, that the government grant immediate relief; and to assure 
“ you, that unless this 1s done, the consequences will be, in many instances, truly 
“ painful. Death from starvation must be the inevitable result if we are denied 
“ extraneous aid, as we have no available resources of any kind. * #* * * # 
“ T earnestly entreat immediate steps may be taken to meet and stay the further 
“ progress of the existing famine.” Early in February printed papers, headed 
“ Starvation in the Isle of Skye,” were extensively circulated in Edinburgh, to- 
gether with copies and extracts of letters from various persons connected with that 
island, calculated to justify the assertion indicated in the heading. In March, when 
the parochial boards were called upon to state whether, up to that date, any one had 
suffered from want so as to injure health or endanger life, they were unable 
to point out any such case. They resolved to afford temporary relief to able- 
bodied persons destitute of the means of subsistence, instead of postponing it till 
disability caused by want should have given the sufferer a right to demand relief ; 
and the working classes, disabused of the notion that the eleemosynary aid they 
had been receiving for some years would be permanent, and thrown upon the local 
resources and their own exertions, have hitherto surmounted the danger, with an 
amount of relief absolutely trifling. No doubt suffering must have been endured, 
the pressure upon all classes must have been severe, but to the latest date to which 
intelligence has been received, there is no sufficient reason to believe that one life 
has yet been lost in consequence of the cessation of eleemosynary relief. The 
season of greatest peril is already past, the parochial boards of Skye have not yet, 
it is presumed, expended the whole of the remittances made to them, and the 
pressure is daily becoming less severe. Whatever may be the defects in the de- 
tails of their management, they have hitherto performed the difficult duty that 
devolved upon them in a manner creditable to their judgment and their feclings, 
and there is every reason to hope that the efforts they have made to save the 
destitute from the extreme of suffering will be successful. 

In a letter dated Stornoway, Ist July, Mr Peterkin reports as follows :—* I am 
now in a condition to inform you, that although the people of Lewis are generally 
poor, there cannot be said to be anything like suffering amongst them. The in- 
spectors are prepared to afford relief if absolutely necessary ; but the number of 
applications hitherto argues an amount of destitution too trifling to cause any 
anxiety. This month they begin to go to the Caithness herring-fishing.” 

From Lochmaddy, 7th June, he writes,—‘“ I have now been round the Long 
Island district, and except that all persons agree in thinking that the condition of 
the people is lower than it was, I cannot say that I have any other matter to com- 
municate; but I may say, generally, that in Harris there is plenty of work at 
roads, and that in North Uist no apprehension is felt by Mr Macdonald of Bal- 
ronald, who is a very shrewd gentleman.” All the people in that district had 
found seed-corn and potatoes to sow and plant their land. On the 11th of June, 
referring to his former letter, he says, “I have no fear of the people of Harris. 
“ There is as much work going on as requires every able-bodied man’s labour. 
“ The inspector there had no applications for relief.” 

Of South Uist and Barra, the impression conveyed by Mr Peterkin’s reports 
generally of the state of the population in June is more unfavourable than of 
Skye, Lewis, Harris, or North Uist. From the information he has obtained, 
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he is led to believe that about one in ten of the persons having land te 
cultivate, either as tenants or sub-tenants, have been unable to provide sesd- 
corn, though all appear to have planted potatoes. He thmks that the parochial 
board of South Uist has followed out with less of activity and liberality than the 
other parochial boards, the resolution to afford temporary relief to able-bodied 
persons who are destitute of the means of subsistence. But kelp-making had 
commenced in that parish, which gives employment to a great number of persons, 
and there was no ground for serious apprehension as to the safety of the popula- 
tion for this season, if the parochial boards would but follow the example of those 
in Skye. The latest intelligence from these three parishes is from North Uist 
of the 28th of June, up to which date there is no reason to believe that any one 
had died of want, or that the circumstances of the population had undergone any 
unfavourable change, although the weather had been unusually cold, wet, and 
boisterous. In all of those islands the poorer classes are able, in the longer and 
warmer days of summer, to obtain more food from the shore and the sea, than in 
shorter days and colder weather; but the condition of the inhabitants of Long 
Island is more wretched than that of any other population in the Highlands, and 
will continue to be a cause of greater anxiety till after the middle of August. 

A statement alleging deaths by starvation in Mull having been published, 
application was made to the sheriff-substitute of that district for information as to 
the facts. The statement had been announced on the authority of Mr Grant, a 
gentleman residing on that island, and the following is his letter to the sheriff 
detailing the circumstances which led to the connection of his name with an 
unfounded rumour :— 


“Tobermory, 18th June 1851. 

“Dear Siz,—With reference to the paragraph that appeared in the news- 
“ papers some time ago, to the effect that I had reported two cases of death from 
“ starvation, as having taken place in Mull, I beg leave to submit to you a state- 
“ ment of what I said to the gentleman who inserted the paragraph. I waited 
“ on certain gentlemen who had formed themselves into a committee for reliev- 
ing destitution in Skye, at their committee-rooms, No. 21, St David Street, 
Edinburgh. I think the only two gentlemen present were Mr Charles Spence 
and Dr Alison. Mr Spence asked me if I knew of any deaths from destitution 
in Mull. I answered that I heard a report to the effect that a woman had died 
of want in Kilchronan, and a man at Kinloch Scriden, in the parishes of Kil- 
ninian and Kilmore, and Kilfinichen and Kilvickeon respectively. I stated 
this merely as a report which I had heard from no authentic source, and 
for the truth of which I could not vouch. Dr Alison remarked 
that such a report did not amount to proof. Mr Spence requested 
me to investigate into the truth of the report on returning to Mull, and 
I promised to do so. Qn arriving in Mull, I found the paragraph in the news- 
paper had preceded me, and on making inquiry, I found that an investigation 
into the circumstances attending the death of the woman and man had been 
made by the proper authorities, and that the report of their having died of des- 
“ titution was altogether without foundation. I felt shocked at being looked upon 
“ as being instrumental in giving publicity to a report so unfounded, and wrote Mr 
“ Spence, telling him that it was unfounded, in the expectation that he would give 
“ my letter the same publicity that he had given to what I was reported to have 
“ said. I may also mention that I had no idea that what I had said to Mr Spence 
‘“ and Dr Alison would have been published, and I never intended it to be inferred 
“ that any person in Mull had diced of destitution, or in any way to countenance 
“ the report to that effect. 

“In conclusion, I would merely remark, that I am extremely sorry that my 
“ name should have been mixed up in this matter, and that if I had thought it 
“ was intended to do so, I would have been more guarded in expressing myself.— 
«“ T am, dear Sir, yours truly, 
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(Signed) “ ALEXANDER GRANT. 
“The Sheriff Robertson, Tobermory.” 


There is no sufficicnt reason to entertain any apprehension for the safety of the 
population of Mull. The resources will be found sufficient to meet the exigencies 
of this season, with the aid which the proprietors of the older and more populous 
estates are affording to their inhabitants, and the efforts the people are themselves 
making. The intelligence from Tyree is to the 5th July, and there, too, for 
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this season, there is little doubt but that the danger will be overcome. The 
condition of Coll is more unfavourable, but the inhabitants are within a moderate 
distance of Tobermory, from whence there is every facility for proceeding to seek 
employment elsewhere ; and about 100 of the inhabitants of Coll have recently 
had recourse to that mode of obtaining their subsistence, having been supplied by 
individuals residing on the island with the means of going to the south. A sum 
of above L.70 has been employed by the Road Trustees of the district, for the con- 
struction and repair of roads in Coll, which has furnished a considerable amount of 
employment ; and fishing was successfully prosecuted up to the 5th July, the date 
of the latest intelligence. The people had been able to sow and plant their corn 
and potatoes, seed having been supplied to such as were unable to provide it. 

There is good reason to hope that this season will pass away, not certainly 
without painful suffering, but without the loss of any life in consequence of the 
cessation of eleemosynary aid. But if henceforward the population is to depend 
on the local resources, some fearful calamity will probably occur before many 
years, unless a portion of the inhabitants of those parishes remove to where they 
can find the means of subsistence in greater abundance, and with greater cer- 
tainty, than they can find them where they now are. 


JOHN M‘NEILL. 
Edinburgh, July 7, 1851. 
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At a Special Meeting of the Parochial Board of Kilfinichen and Kilvickeon, held at ee of Parochial 


Bunessan on the 10th day of February 1851, 

Present—Rev. Alexander M‘Gregor, Chairman; John Campbell, Esq., Proxy for the 
Duke of Argyle; Dugald M‘Lachlane, Esq., for self, and Proxy for Colonel M‘Donald ; 
Rev. Donald Campbell; Rev. Donald M‘Vean; Messrs John M‘Cormack and Donald 
M‘Lachlane. 

Sir John M‘Neill laid upon the table the following list of Queries, viz. .— 

Ist. Are there, at this date, in the parish persons suffering from want who are not, by 
the existing law, entitled to demand relief, and who cannot find employment whereby they 
might earn the means of subsistence? and if so, What may be their number ? 

In answer to this query, the Board have to state that it consists with their knowledge 
that many families in the parish are in a state of suffering from want, but they are not pre- 
pared to state the precise number; but it amounts to some hundreds. 

2d, Is there good reason to believe that the number of such persons will increase as the 
season advances? and if so, What is the greatest number of such persons that will probably 
be suffering from want, at any one time before next harvest, notwithstanding every exertion 
they can possibly make to procure the means of subsistence ? 

Tn answer to this question, the Board are of opinion that the number of such persons will 
exceed the number who received aid last year from the Relief Fund by one half, at least. 

3d, What measures have been taken, or are proposed to be taken, by the Parochial Board, 
with a view to provide for such emergency ? 

In answer to this question, the Board have hitherto taken no steps to provide for such an 
emergency ; nor as yet have they proposed to take any. 

There being no other business before the Board, it adjourned. 


ALEX. MACGREGOR, Chairman. 





PARISH OF KILFINICHEN. 





BunessaNn, MULL, 10th February 1851. 


Rev. Donald Campbell, Minister of the parish of Kilfinichen and Kilvickeon, being 
interrogated, replied :— 


oard of Kilfini- 
chen. 


T have been thirty-six years in the ministry in this parish. The condition of the people Rev. D. Campbell. 


has been deteriorating since the war, and more especially since the kelp ceased to be manu- 
factured. The failure of the potato crop has been the principal cause of destitution since 
1846, aggravated by the fall in the price of black cattle. A great deal of misery has been 
relieved i the aid afforded from the destitution fund, but the independence of the people 
has been in a great measure destroyed by it. They have learned a low, mean habit of 
begging. The small crofters have parted with a great proportion of their cattle, and their 
means generally are diminished. The crofters on the Duke’s property have their land, on 
the whole, cheaper than on the other properties. Crofts on the Duke’s property, at from £5 
to £6 rent, had generally a stock of three or four cows, and five or six barrels of potatoes 
were planted, and from a boll to two bolls of oats sown. From the five or six barrels of 
potatoes planted, the return would be sixty or seventy barrels. ‘There are two parochial 
schools—a general assembly school—a school of the Society for propagating Christian 
Knowledge—two Gaelic schoola—a Free Church school—and a female charity school. 
Four of the teachers have Sunday schools. This is independent of Iona. About 465 
scholars attend these schools in winter—not so many in summer. The branches taught in - 


all these schools are—reading, writing, arithmetic, and book-keeping—and in the parochial - 


school and assembly, Latin and mathematics. A great many more persons can now read, 
wnite, and count, and speak English, than when I first knew the parish. Their moral char- 
acter has also improved. Iam of opinion that the produce of the parish might be con- 
siderably increased by agricultural improvement, with advantage to the proprietor, and that 
the greater part or the whole of the population might be employed on such improvements 
for some years profitably. _ 

a (Signed) DONALD CAMPBELL, Minister of Kilfinichen. 


10 Feb. 1851. 
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2 MINUTES OF EVIDENCE 


Rev. Donald Af Vean, being interrogated, replied :— 


I am minister of the Free Church congregation of Iona and Ross. I have been fifteen 
years and a-half in the parish. I am of opinion that the character and condition of the 
people have deteriorated since 1846. The relief afforded from the destitution fund has 
averted much misery, and saved many lives, but has had, on the whole, a bad effect on the 
character of the people. To a lamentable extent it has taught them to rely upon extraneous 
assistance, rather than on their own exertions. I am of opinion that the condition of the 
crofter class has deteriorated greatly since 1846, and that many have been forced to sell 
part of their stock. The largest sized crofts in Jona might enable the tenants to live in in- 
dependence of extraneous aid. These largest sized crofts in Jona may have a stock of about 
eight small cows, and a few sheep. I am of opinion that all the small crofters and cottars 
who are not. tradesmen, will be ill off, and that a considerable number of them will be unable 
to subsist themselves and their families without extraneous aid. I am of opinion that 
there is a larger portion of land uncultivated than there is under cultivation in Ross, but 
that the inhabitants of Ross have not now the capital necessary to enable them to undertake 
its cultivation. Iam of opinion that a considerable number of persons might obtain a sub- 
sistence by fishing, notwithstanding the failure of former experiments, but that the people 
of the parish have not themselves the capital necessary to enable them to engage in that 
occupation advantageously. In these circumstances, unless capital can be provided to 
enable the pcople to cultivate the uncultivated land, or to engage in fishing, I do not think 
that there is any other alternative but emigration. The people, generally, are not inclined 
to emigrate, especially those who are worst off. A majority of those who have emigrated 
have been the best conditioned, and the persons whom it would have been most desirable 
to keep at home. Of those who emigrated last year, a majority were of the lower class, 
and such as it was most desirable should emigrate. It 1s consistent with my knowledge 
that a number of the emigrants from this parish have been suffering great hardships since 
their arrival in America, while others have been prosperous, and have invited their friends 
to follow them. 1 feel it very trying to live in the midst of so much destitution, and seeing 
no other alternative reconciles me to the promotion of emigration under proper regulations. 
I hope you will kindly permit me still to add one sentence to my evidence regarding the 
present Hichland destitution, expressive of the only ditticulty and uneasiness which I enter- 
tain on the subject of emigration as a remedy for that destitution, and which, as a christian 
minister, I feel that I ought to express distinctly and strongly. It is in regard to the great 
and lamentable destitution of the means of grace which our poor emigrants so generally 
experience in the colonics, and which the best portion of them, in their letters, often dwell 
upon and lament in very affecting terms. In the event of any measure being adopted, on 
the part of government, for promoting emigration on an extensive scale, and which, failing 
other sources, I suppose we may almost calculate upon, I have only to say that, in the pain- 
ful circumstances of the case, I, for my part, would hail most thankfully any well-devised 
measure that should be characterised—(as any scheme for such an object emanating from 
the government of this christian country ought to be)—by a due regard to the spiritual and 


educational wants of the emigrants. 
(Signed) DONALD M‘VEAN. 





Rev. Alexander Macgregor, being interrogated, replied :— 


I am the minister of the guoad sacra parish of Iona, where I have resided seven years 
and a half. <A part of my congregation belongs to Ross, and that portion is worse off on 
the whole, than the portion residing in Iona. The crofts in Iona are generally larger, and 
a larger proportion of the cottars are tradesmen. The crofters paying as much as L.19 
of rent, are going down in the world, and many of the small crofters—from L.3 to L.8— 
have been forced from time to time to sell off their stock to buy food, and will be unable 
to provide seed to sow their crofts. The proper stock ona L.15 croft in Iona, is about 
eight cows and some followers. From four to six bolls are sown in these crofts, and the 
return of oats may be from four to five seeds. Some of the people are speaking of eml- 
grating. Some would wish to go to Australia, some to Canada, if they could find the 
means, having relations in both colonies. The emigrants in 1846-47 were mostly well- 
conditioned people, the sale of whose stock realized from £50 to £100, some not 80 
much. Those who have more recently emigrated, have been a poorer class. I am not 
of opinion that the whole population of the parish could be profitably employed on agn- 
cultural improvement within the parish. I am of opinion that if the potato continued to 
fail, no improvement would make the land capable of maintaining the whole population 
of the parish. Iam of opinion that there are not more than two or three persons in my 


_ division of the parish not now occupying large crofts, who have capital enough to under- 


take the cultivation of a croft worth from £15 to £20 rent. There is one government 
school in Iona, and one of the Society for Propagating Christian Knowledge, in that part 
of Ross attached to my division of the parish. Iam of opinion that the aid afforded by 
the destitution committee, while it kept the people from starving, had an injurious effect 
on their character ; it had the effect of inducing them to lean more on extraneous aid an 

to relax their own exertions. I am aware that several families, so long as the relief lasted, 
scanty as it was, made no exertion to improve their condition so long as they received It, 
and I think that a renewal of the relief would have the same effect. Iam of opinion that 
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the soil being incapable of supporting the population, the most advisable course would be, 
to enable as many as are redundant to move to some other place where they may be 
able to earn the means of subsistence. The accounts from the persons who have emi- 
grated are on the whole favourable, though a few have not been so successful. The more 
successful have advised their friends to follow them, and regret that they did not emigrate 
sooner. I believe, that since the failure of the potato, many of the tenants have re- 
stricted themselves to two meals a-day, but I do not know certainly that any families have 
been reduced to one meal a-day. I cannot assert that, considering the charity of the 
people one to another, there is immediate danger of death from starvation, but the sources 
from which that charity flows, are fast drying up, and as the destitution extends, as it will 
do, to numbers who are not now wholly destitute, there will certainly be danger of death 


from starvation. (Signed) ALEX. MACGREGOR. 





Dugald M‘Lachlun, Esq., being interrogated, replied :— 


I am proprietor of Killimore. The inhabitants are about twenty families, some of 
whom are paupers. The property being divided into two sheep farms, a large population 
is not required. The population is thinly scattered in my district of the parish. On the 
ak eel of Kinloch the potatoes had never failed entirely, and this year they have not 
ailed at all. The tenants of Ardmeanach, the property of Mr M‘Arthur, emigrated in a 
body last Whitsunday. Mr M‘Arthur purchased their stock, and they emigrated at 
their own expence. The population on the point of Ross towards Iona, are mostly small 
crofters, who were engaged in the manufacture of kelp, and have been going down ever 


since. (Signed) DUGD. MLACHLAN. 





Bunessan, 11th February 1851. 
Mr Charles M*Quarrie, being interrogated, replied :— 


I amamerchant in Bunessan. I have been three years engaged in distributing the 
meal sent here by the Destitution Committee. Iam a native of this part of the country. 
I had charge of the employment of the people who received the meal sent by the Com- 
mittee. I contracted with the road trustees for roads in the parish of Kilfinichen which 
were executed in the years 1847-48. I sometimes had upwards of a hundred men em- 
ployed at wages from 8s. to 10s. 6d. I agreed to employ none but inhabitants of the 
parish, unless they refused to work. They were at first slow in coming forward, and 
thought the wages low, but latterly there was more competition for the employment. 
After some time, the men worked steadily, kept regular hours, and I was on the whole 
satisfied with them as labourers. I am intimately acquainted with the condition of the 
people generally in the parish; it is at present very miserable, especially that of the cottars 
who have no land. It is a mystery to me how they contrive to exist. In the Bunessan 
district of the parish, including Iona, there are 206 families of cottara consisting of 1101 


. individuals. This number is taken subsequent to the last emicration, and it is therefore 


the actual present number. I am not aware that these cottars pay any rent. I will give 
a return of the number of cottars who are weavers or engaged in any other trade. These 
may be better off than the rest, but from the prevalence of poverty, they are not so much 
employed as they were formerly. I do not find on the lists of recipients of relief any 
crofters whose rent is above L.4. The whole population of the Bunessan district, which 
was under my charge, is 2577. The average number of recipients from Ist April to 31st 
July 1850, was 1180. The largest number was about 1500—that was in April 1850, 
when the people were preparing the ground for their crops; the relief commenced about 
the beginning of February or end of January 1850, and continued to the 30th of Sep- 
tember. Some crofters paying rent above L.5 received temporary relief while preparing 
their ground for seed. J am of opinion that to subsist a family of six or eight persons, it 
would be necessary that a man should have not less than twelve statute acres of arable land 


* under crop, in which he would sow six or seven bolls of grain, and have the remainder in 


turnip or other green crop. This is on the assumption that potatoes are not cultivated. 
The return from oats sown would, on an average, be from four to five seeds. The average 
return of barley may be six or seven sceds. Barley grows well in Iona, but many other 
parts of the parish are not so well suited to its cultivation. I am of opinion that the 
rent of crofts in Ross is about the same as in other parts of Mull, with reference to the 
value of the land. Of the small crofters in the district, I am of opinion that there are 
not above twenty who will be able to retain their crofts, if the rents and other claims are 
enforced. They have been forced to sell their stock to buy food, and they have also 
Incurred debts not only to the proprietor, but to other parties. J am of opinion that the 
great majority of the crofters in Ross, paying from L.15 to L.20, will be able to hold on 
for the present. If the potatoes continue to fail, and prices do not improve, I am very 
doubtful whether they also may not be obliged to relinquish their crofts. I am of opinion 
that if the potatoes continue to fail, and prices do not improve, a reduction of rent to the 
extent of one-third on crofts of from L.15 to L.20 would be necessary, to enable the 
tenant to make his way. I am of opinion that much of the reputed indolence of the 
Highland crofters is to be attributed to the insecurity of their tenures. Where they have 
leases, I have observed that they have worked diligently in improving their crofts, and 
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if with leases, they were encouraged by liberal arrangement, to take in from time to time 
waste land, I am of opinion that both proprietors and tenants would be benefited. I 
could not advise a proprietor to grant leases for crofts worth less than L.10, for I do not 
think that a family could live upon a smaller croft, if they have no other resources. [ 
am of opinion that the destitution will this year be more extensive than any previous year 
since 1846, because I know that the resources of the peuple in money and stock are nearly 
exhausted. Many who, up to this time, had something, have now nothing,—this refers 
to the small crofters. There is little employment to be had in the district, except 
some draining and trenching carried on upon the Duke’s property, which may be 
employing at present from twenty to thirty men. There are also ten men employed 
at the granite quarry. Robert M‘Lean, who was employed by the committee to conduct 
the fishing for them here, now carries it on upon his own account, and employs from 
thirty to forty men. He buys the fish fresh from the men as they come ashore, 
giving 31d for cod, and 5d for Ling. He is making advances to the men now, 
but in about a month the fishing will improve, and they may then probably be able 
to maintain themselves and repay the advances. From twenty-eight to thirty men 
are engaged fishing lobster on their own account. Of the cottars there are in all 
seventy-three families, of which one or more members are engaged in labour or fishing, 
There are one hundred and thirty-three families of cottars who have no employment, unless 
occasionally for a few days. I am of opinion that occupation ought to be given in agricul- 
tural improvement on the Duke’s estate generally, but I am not prepared to say that the 
improvement of the small holdings could be carried on by him profitably. The classes who 
are now destitute, or on the verge of destitution, and the small crofters generally, have not 
the capital necessary to enable them to take crofts of such a size as would afford them a 
subsistence, neither have they capital enough to enable them to engage advantageously in 
fishing, on their own account. Iam of opinion that the fishing has already been pushed as 
far as will be found profitable, unless a larger class of boats could be provided, which would 
enable the fishers to go further to sea. Many of the women are employed in knittin 
stockings, at the rate of two-pence half-penny for a pair of long stockings, and three-half- 
pence for a pair of socks, An industrious,’ good knitter may, at these rates, earn perhaps 
about twopence halfpenny a-day. I will ascertain, and let you know, the number so em- 
ployed. I see no prospect of relief for the population, without emigration. Many who de- 
clined to emigrate, would now desire to go if they could find the means. I am of opinion 
that if a thousand persons were to emigrate from the Duke’s property, it would not be too 
much, and that there is no way in which the proprietor could more advantageously employ 
funds, than in aiding emigration. Those who remained, and who had no lands, might 
be encouraged and aided to cultivate waste grounds, and it might be hoped that the progress 
of improvement might thereafter keep pace with the increase of the population. I am of 
opinion that the multiplicity of small crofts has been a curse to the Highlands. The holders 
have not the means of sending their families out into the world, and although they may go 
to the low country for the harvest, they return home to spend the winter in idleness. To 
put the population on a proper footing, it would be necessary to join together into one croft 
several of these small crofts—in some cases as many as a dozen, but this the proprietor can- 
not effect unless the numbers are reduced by emigration. I am of opinion that the relief 
afforded by the destitution fund averted much misery, and probably saved many lives; but 
I have no doubt that it has deteriorated the character of the people, and taught them to 
look more to extraneous aid, and to depend less on their own excrtions. 


(Signed ) CHARLES M‘QUARRIE. 





John Campbell, Esq., being interrogated, replied :— 


I am chamberlain to the Duke of Argyle. The whole of the Duke’s property in the parish 
of Kilfinichen is under my charge. I will furnish a return according to a memorandum 
which I am to receive. The cottars on the Duke’s property pay no rent. There are about 
thirty small crofters who do not pay rent. The classes amongst whom destitution exists, or 
is to be apprehended, are the cottars and small crofters. I am of opinion that the rents on 
the Duke’s property are lower than elsewhere in Mull. The smallest size of croft on the 
Duke’s property, which has enabled the crofter to live without extraneous aid, is a croft at 
arent of from £12 to £15. Iam of opinion that it is impossible, without potatoes, and at 
present prices, for any man to pay his rent and bring up his family, in tolerable comfort, on 
any croft not worth £20 a-year of rent. Crofters who pay from £12 to £15 rent, are be- 
coming poorer every day—are diminishing their stock, and getting into arrears for their 
rent. On such a croft, the tenants keep twelve or thirteen cows on an average, and a8 
many followers. About ten bolls of oats or barley are sown, leaving a very small space for 
green crop. The rents in Iona were raised at Whitsunday 1847, but they are yet lower 
than on other parts of the property. The reason for raising the rents was, that from the 
superior quality of the soil, the lands were under-rented, and the people had become indo- 
lent and careless, as they could pay their rents without making any great exertion,—and I 
am of opinion that it has had the effect of stimulating them to greater exertions. They 
have paid their increased rents better than any other tenants on the property, till the fall in 
prices in 1849-50. I am of opinion that the crofters would probably exert themselves more 
to improve their crofts, if they had leases; but I could not advise a proprietor to give & 
lease for a croft of any less value than £20, and not then, unless to a tenant whose previous 
conduct had led me to believe that he would prove industrious. I am authorised by the 
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Duke to grant leases to all crofters who, by their industry and good conduct, have proved 
themselves desirable tenants. It has been intimated to the crofters that I have such 
authority, and although no leases have yet been granted, | am aware that there are many 
who desire them. This last observation applies only to such as are in good circumstances 
and are industrious. The Duke has borrowed money under the Drainage Act. I cannot 
atate the precise amount expended on the property in this parish, but I will furnish the in- 
formation. I am of opinion that no large proportion of the unemployed population could 
be employed in agricultural improvement on the Duke’s property in this parish, in a manner 
that would be profitable to his Grace. It is not true that any person was forced to emigrate 
from this property, or asked to go. A petition was prepared and deposited with Mr 
M‘Quarrie, and all those who desired to emigrate were permitted to sign it, but they were 
also at liberty to withdraw their names at any time before the date of departure, on con- 
dition of returning the clothing furnished to them by the Duke. The stock and crop 
of such of the emigrants as had any, were taken at a valuation, out of which was paid their 
arrears of rent pro tanto. The Duke then provided them with passages. In 1849, those 
who were not provided with a certain sum by the relief committee, to meet their expenses 
on arrival in America, received small gratuities for that purpose from the Duke, but all 
those who went last year were in this respect provided for by the relief committee, except 
avery few cases. The cottars and small crofters are now most desirous to emigrate, and 
regret that they did not do so when the opportunity was formerly offered to them. I have 
applications daily, from persons desirous to emigrate. Iam convinced that the means of 
subsistence derived from the destitution fund, prevented many from emigrating, who would 
otherwise have availed themselves of the opportunity offered by the Duke. I have no 
doubt that the relief afforded, while it has relieved much distress, has deteriorated the 
character of the people. It has made them seck to subsist by charity rather than by industry. 
About fifty heads of families, small crofters or cottars, are employed draining and trenching, 
on the Duke’s account. Those who work at day’s wages, have a shilling a-day, if able- 
bodied—the less efficient, tenpence. Those who are employed delving, have fourpence per 
square rood, and make from eightpence to one shilling per day, according to their ability. 
The less efficient are employed delving, as the easier work. Those employed cutting drains 
four feet deep in clay, have fourpence per rood for spade-work, and sixpence for pick-work. 
Hitherto, I have given employment at these works to all the persons believed to be desti- 
tute, who have applied to me for employment. When the relief ceased, many able-bodied 
men refused employment, under an impression that they were entitled to subsistence, either 
from the Parochial Board, or from the proprietors; and several applied to the Sheriff, but 
on being refused by him, they no longer rejected employment. JI am of opinion that the 
Duke would be ready to discharge of their arrears any of the small crofters who might de- 
sire to emigrate, and could find the means. Few of the able-bodied men from this property 
have sought a permanent subsistence from labour in the south. ‘They go for a time, but 
almost invariably return. JI am convinced that it is quite impossible to provide, out of the 
resources of the parish, including every resource, such employment as would enable the 
present population to subsist. I am satisfied that the population on the Duke’s property in 
this parish cannot be made self-sustaining, unless it is reduced by at least one-half. Iam 
of opinion that the average return of oats on a series of years on the crofts, does not exceed 


three seeds, in Ross—but in Iona, it may be between four and five. 


(Signed) JOHN CAMPBELL. 





Alexander Macdonald, being interrogated, replied :— 


I am ground-officer on the Duke of Argyle’s property in the joie of Kilfinichen, and 
have been so since 1843. All persons who pay rent, on the Duke’s property, are assessed 
for the poor. The crofters at £5 rent and under, are almost all in difficult circumstances. 
This class, if they had their land rent free, would not be able to maintain themselves. Since 
the failure of the potato crop, these small crofts do not produce food enough to subsist a 
family. Iam of opinion that the crofters who pay £10 and upwards, may, for a time, be 
able to maintain themselves, and pay a reduced rent. I am quite certain that if the potatoes 
continue to fail; and prices do not rise, this class of crofters will not long be able to continue 
in the occupation of their land. The price of cattle is so low, that they cannot continue to 
pay their rents. It would be necessary to reduce the rents from 30 to 40 per cent. to 
enable this class to prosper in their farms. On a croft of £15 rent, the tenant will have 
eight or nine tidy cows, with two two-year-old heifers, and the followers of the cows until 
they are a year old. On such a croft there may be 400 stooks of grain—on an average, 28 
such stooks of oats might yield six bushels of grain. The quantity of green crop is very 
small—the turnip generally failing. To give 400 stooks, it is necessary that nearly the 
whole of the arable land should be under grain crop from year to year, and such is the 
Present practice. From my own croft, I obtained six seeds on oats, but I cannot say what 
the average return may be in the crofts generally. Previous to the failure of potatoes, they 
Were exported in large quantities from the Rossand Jona. In one year during which I kept 
the account, upwards of 6000 barrels were sold from the Kirkpatrick estate and the Duke’s 
—Iincluding Iona—at 5s. per barrel. That same year, there was an export of barley of from 
1000 to 1500 bolls, from the Duke’s estate alone. I think this was in 1844 and 1845, but 
I will ascertain and let you know. (In 1845,—when barley was 24s. per boll of eight 
bushels.) For two or three years after the failure of the potato crop, the gold in which 
these exports were paid, was brought out by the tenants to pay their rents. The rents in 


Appxnpix (A.) 
Examinations. 
Mutt. 

Mr J. Campbell. 


12 February 185]. . 


Mr A. Macdonafd. 





Aprennix (A.) 





Examinations. 
Mutt, 


Mr Macdonald. 
12 February 1851, 





6 MINUTES OF EVIDENCE 


Iona were raised in 1847, by nearly one third, on an average. I am of opinion that, at the 
advanced rents, the crofts in Iona, for a man with a family, are perhaps more desirable than 
a croft at the same rent in the Ross. It will not keep so many cattle, but it will produce 
more food. Two cows for milk in Iona, will give as much as three in the Ross. Iam 
quite sure that the crofters in Iona (prices and rents remaining the same), cannot long keep 
their lands. The crofters are falling into arrear of rent, and some have been forced to sell 


_ stock, to pay their rents. Two of the Iona tenants were, at Whitsunday, under the necessity 


Mr Carmichael. 


10 Cows, £50 0 
GStirks,. 12 0 
2 Ilurses, 16 O 
Implements, 15 0 

3 bolls seed 
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8 bolls seed 
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Maintenance, 21 0 
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of giving up their crofts from inability to pay rent and maintain themselves. Many of the 
crofters and cottars are now desirous to emigrate,—some to Canada, and some to Australia, if 
they could find the means. I am not able to say that there are persons in a condition to 
pay their own passage, who desire to emigrate, but there are many who would go if they 
could get a free passage. I am of opinion that the destitution meal had the effect of 
deteriorating the character of the people, and of inducing them to relax their own exertions. 
Many of them seemed to consider it a permanent supply. A good many were induced, by 
the distribution of meal, to remain, who would otherwise have taken advantage of the aid 
to emigrate, offered by the Duke. Since the distribution has ceased, many who did not 
avail themselves of the former opportunity, are now desirous to go. 


(Signed) ALEX®, MACDONALD, 





BunESSAN, 12th February 1851. 
Mr Alexander Carmichael, being interrogated, replied :— 


I am tenant at Feedden. I have resided sixteen years in the Ross. I pay about 
£150 rent. Iam of opinion that the whole of the cottars on the Duke’s property are ina 
state of destitution. Some, who are tradesmen, are not so ill off as the others; but their 
employers, who used to pay them chiefly in the produce of the land, now have none to 
spare. The small crofters, paying about £5 rent and under, are nearly as ill off as the 
cottars. The failure of the potatoes was more complete this year than last; and a storm 
that occurred in August injured the grain crops so much that the ears did not fill, The 
yield in meal, judging from my own experience, was this year about a third less than last; 
and, from what I hear, I believe this to have been general. The quantity of land under 
white crop was not greater this last year than in former years. The barley crop, from being 
nearly ripe at the date of this storm, was much shaken; and I reckon it also at one-third 
below an average crop. I am of opinion that the average return of oats in the crofts is 
about four seeds, both in the Ross and Iona; of barlcy, the average return will be from five 
to six in Ross, and about seven in Jona. I am of opinion that a man who has capital 
enough to stock and put in order a £15 croft, might be able, even at present rents and 
prices, to pay his rent and maintain his family; but I do not think that he could do s0 ona 
smaller croft. I do not think that the rents of crofts in this parish are higher than in other 
parts of Mull. A croft of from £15 to £20 in Ross will keep from eight to ten cows, two 
heifers, and the followers of the cows till they are ycear-olds,—in all, from sixteen to eighteen 
head of cattle, and a pair of horses. About three bolls of barley and from six to eight bolls 
of oats would be sown, and there would be a small extent of turnip. Most of the larger 
crofters now grow some turnip, which they never attempted while the potatoes succeeded. 
The greater part of the arable, however, is now in white crop, alternating barley and oats 
as far as they can. The ground is manured for the barley crop, but not for the oats. A 

reat impediment to the increase of the turnip cultivation is the want of fences. Besides 
fur hired servants, there are five families of cottars who subsist by employment on my 
farm, which is partly grazing and partly arable. The stock is chiefly black cattle, but there 
are some hundreds of sheep; and I sell from thirty to forty bolls of barley annually. Iam 
of opinion that, at the present low prices of stock, the smallest amount of capital that would 
enable a man to cultivate a £20 croft, without gctting into debt, is at the very least £125; 
I do not think it possible that he can do it on less. I am of opinion that there are not 
half-a-dozen men amongst the inhabitants of the parish engaged in agriculture, who are not 
already possessed of crofts of that value, who have capital enough to undertake a £15 or 
£20 croft; and, taking all classes in the parish, there are not above eight or ten. I think 
it very doubtful whether the people now engaged in fishing will be able to make a 


90 livelihood by it. I cannot suggest any way in which the resources of the parish could be 


so employed as to give employment to any considerable number of the destitute inhabitants, 
unless at a loss to the employer. I am very doubtful whether the sum expended on draining 
and trenching on the Duke’s property will pay 64 per cent. for twenty-one years. This 
parish will never be in a good state—that is, self-sustaining—till the redundant population 
leaves it. I consider one-fourth, at least, of the present population redundant. I am of 
opinion that the emigration that has already taken place has been very beneficial to the 
parish ;—bad as our condition now is, it would have been much worse if so many had not 
emigrated. I have the means of knowing the feelings of the inhabitants in respect to 
emigration. In the first years after the potato failure, they were not desirous, for the most 
part, to go; but, from the very favourable accounts sent home by those who went, I am 
aware that a large proportion of the small crofters and cottars would now emigrate if they 
could find the means. I am of opinion, though I cannot state it of my own knowledge, 
that reliance on the relief meal deterred some from emigrating who would otherwise have 
taken advantage of the aid offered by the Duke. Hearing every season that no more meal 
was to be given, and finding the supplies renewed the following year, they imagined that 
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the supply would be permanent. I have no hesitation in saying that the relief saved life ; 
but there can be no doubt that it has made the people more lazy and indolent, and less 
inclined to trust to their own exertions than to charitable assistance. I do not believe that 
in all their misery the people have to any extent resorted to theft. The cottars are sub- 
sisting on fish and shell-fish, and the charity of their neighbours. The small crofters have, 
most of them, still a little, but not much. Their stack-yards are bare, and their barns are 


(Signed) ALEXANDER CARMICHAEL. 





Donald Maclachlun, Crofter in Criech, stated :— 


That he has a croft, for which he pays £4 rent, besides 2s. road-money and poor-rates, 
That he ploughs four acres of ground; sows three bolls oats, four bushels barley, and a 
little turnip; took fifteen bushels to the mill, and got six bushels meal, independent of 
shellings. Has on his croft grazing for two cows and a horse, and the followers of the cows 
till they are year-olds. If he was secure of his tenure, would bestow more labour on his 
croft. Was previously in another croft. Has put out on his present croft 100 carts of 
shell-sand; but not feeling sure that he will not be removed, has ceased to make improve- 
ments. Has been a crofter for twenty-six years, during which time he has been in four 
different crofts :—Eight years at Bunessan, three years in the second croft at the lower end 
of Ross, thirteen or fifteen years in the third, and in his present croft since Whitsunday 
last. While the potatoes succeeded, sold about two bolls of barley yearly; got from 30s. 
to 40s. for his stirks, which now sell for 10s. to 15s. Has nota wish to leave his native 
country if he can live in it, but if not he had better go. He is at present employed with 
his horse and cart at 1s. 6d. a-day for man, horse, and cart; accepts this hire only because 
he is in distress. In the last month was employed ten days with his cart at 1s. 6d. 
Manures his ground with sea-weed. Since failure of the potatoes, dung has been useless ; 
it has yielded no return of crop; laid on dung in unusual quantity on a piece of barley 
ground, but got no adequate return; cannot account for it. They have been consulting 
together. Some, perhaps the greater number, seeing no hope for them here, are desirous to 
go; others would remain as long as it might be possible. None of them have the means of 
going, even if their arrears of rent were excused. Since harvest last has paid £10 of arrears 
of rent. It was by his trade as a smith that he earned this money. If he could get more 
land at a moderate rent, say at half the present rent, he could gradually stock it and im- 
pore it if he had a lease. He would consider himself well off with two such crofts as he 

as, at £4 for the two; but without a lease he could not be secure, for others would offer 
more for the ground, and he would be turned out. He means, that when he had improved 
waste ground and increased its value, that a higher rent would be offered. The greater part 
of his neighbour crofters have not, of the produce of their crofts, what will keep them and 
their families above a month. Being a tradesman, he is himself better off than most. The 
cottars are subsisting on fish and shell-fish. Of the small crofters and cottars, but especially 
the small crofters, he does not believe that one in three would remain if they could find the 
means of emigrating. 





Donald M‘Gillvray, Crofter, Creich, stated :— 


That he pays £4, 9s. rent. Thinks nearly a half of the small crofters could maintain 
themselves if they could get two crofts at the present rent of one. To effect this, half must 
be removed from their crofts unless additional ground were added to the crofts. The land 
around these crofts is part of the farms of Mr Campbell and Mr Carmichael. His present 
croft, even if he had no rent to pay, would not maintain himself and his family, if the 
potatoes continued to fail; but he thinks he could undertake a croft of twice the size at 
the same rent, if he could get some assistance for the first year. Thinks that at the 
Present rents a man may maintain his family and pay his rent on a L.10 croft. Such a 
croft would give him work every day of the year, and he could live upon it without 
working for wages. He believes that he is now about £4 or £5 in arrears of rent. He 
has a wife and five children; has maintained his family chiefly by the wages of labour. 
He works with his horse and cart chiefly for Mr Campbell the chamberlain. Supposes that 
on an average of the whole year he may have earned about 3s.a week. His croft keeps only 
two cows, but he has three, and pays something to his neighbours for the grazing of the 
third. About one-half of the small crofters have sold part of their stock. He is not aware 
that there is any one of them who has not one cow. Knows of only one who has not a 
horse; his horse died, and he does not see how he can replace him. 

(Signed) DONALD M‘GILLVRAY. 


COPY NOTE transmitted to Sir Jonpn MNEILL. 


We, the subscribers, tenants in Ross, wish to have an audience of Sir John M‘Neill. 
(Signed) DONALD M‘LACHLAN. 
DONALD M‘GILLVRAY. 
JOHN M‘'CORMACK. 
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Mr James H. Beveridge, being interrogated, replied :— 


I am inspector of the poor and collector of assessment for the parish of Kilfinichen. 
have no reason to doubt that the assessment roll is a pap ee er al of the rent rolls J 
the several proprietors, by whom or by whose agents it is furnished. The amount put down 
opposite each tenant’s name in the assessment roll is furnished by the proprietors or their 
agents. At least six persons who, from being able-bodied, were not entitled to demand 
relief, have received temporary relief from the parochial funds since 30th September. I 
understand that I am authorised by the Parochial Board to give temporary relief in extreme 
cases, although the Board has refrained from passing a minute to that effect from the fear 
that it might encourage applications. I do not doubt that the Parochial Board will continue 
to authorise payments on account of such cases. In extreme cases, I feel quite confident 
that they vill (Signed) JAMES H. BEVERIDGE. 


AxsstTract of Number of Tenants Assessed for Poors’ Rates in the Parish of Kilfinichen 
and Kilvickeon, for year from Whitsunday 1850 to Whitsunday 1851, with Amounts 
Assessed on. 


















No. 
Tenants paying £5 and under, __... sas aie, hae 106 | £377 6 5 
ove eo £10, and above £5, ons ee. oa 54 395 11 8 
£20, -... £10, =a i as 43 626 15 9 
£50, ... £20, ine a6 an 15 470 18 11 
£100, ... £50, eee 7 | 45511 8 
upwards of £100, wae sia és 11 | 2045 7 1 





236 | £4371 11 64 





The above is a correct return. JAMES H. BEVERIDGE, Inepector. 


AssTract of Number of Tenants in the United Parish of Kilfinichen and Kilvickeon, 
with the Amount of Rents assessed on for Poor’s Rates for year from Whitsunday 1850 
to Whitsunday 1851. 








Classified Rentals, wearers Deana), Bae Tota 
£5 and under, ........0000 Ross and Jona, ...... 99 | £347 6 5 
sae oe Kinloch, ...............| 3 14 0 0 
Killiemore,............| 1 1 0 0 
Inch-Kenneth, ....... 3 15 0 0 
——_—_—_—_——— _ 377 6 5 
£10 or above £5, ......... Ross and Jona, ...... 33 | £243 14 8 
oe ar Kinloch, ...............] 15 98 17 0 
din | Kilhemore, ...........,|. 1 8 0 0 
Inch-Kenneth, ...... 5 45 0 0 
——_———-———-| 39511 8 
£20 or above £10, ......... Ross and Iona, ...... 34 £503 11 9 
~ on Kinloch,.........seeee. 5 71 #4 «0 
as Kilpatrick, ...........1 2 27 0 0 
Inch-Kenneth .......| 2 25 0 0 
eee | 626-159 
£50 or above £20, ........) Ross and Iona, ...... 10 £293 811 
ss ah Kinloch, ...ccccsccoese| = 32 0 0 
Kilpatrick,.........00. 3 123 0 0 
Inch-Kenneth, ...... 1 22 10 0 
ee | 6D 18 1 
£100 or above £50, ...... Ross and Iona, ...... 5 | £33011 8 
_ eee Kinlochysccs sss cessed: 1 60 0 0 
Inch-Kenneth, ......., 1 65 0 0 
455 11 8 
Upwards of £100,......... Ross and Iona, ...... 3 | £456 7 1 
ane ae Kilpatrick,............ 1 160 0 0 
Pennygharl, ......... 2 280 0 0 
CATSAIG 6 bessaiiwscaxees 1 150 0 0 
Killiemore, ........... 2 420 0 0 
a si Inch-Kenneth, ...... 1 185 0 0 
=. aa Ardmeanach,......... 1 | 3894 0 0 
9045 7 1 
£A371 11 64 


The above is a correct return. 


Bunessan, 10¢h February 1851. JAMES H. BEVERIDGE, Inspector. 
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REPORT by Mr W. A. PETERKIN, one of the Officers of the Board of Supervision, of visit 
to Island of Iona. 


Wednesday, 12th February 1851. 

On arriving in the Island of Iona, whither I went for the purpose of ascertaining the ex- 
tent of the crofts and the return received from them, I called on the Rev. Mr M‘Vean, the 
Free Church clergyman, and the Rev. Mr M‘Gregor, the Established Church clergyman. 
The former having crossed in the boat with me, I found him at home, but Mr M‘Gregor 
had not returned from Bunessan. 

Hugh Macdonald, whom I met, stated that he was a crofter, paying L.15 rent. That 
he was two years in arrear. That he had eight head of cattle, four being cows and four 
followers—his full stock should be six cows and four followers. That he had seven sheep, 
although his full stock is eight ; and that although he should have a horse, he now has not 
one. That his family consisted of nine children, the eldest a son twenty years, and the 
youngest six years. ‘That he has two daughters at service. That he does not sow oats; 
but that for the last four years he has sown sixteen bushels of barley, and this and last year 
six barrels of potatoes. That he cannot tell what return he received from the quantity of 
barley sown or potatoes planted. That the return received is not taken much into consi- 
deration, as the produce of the croft is Just made use of as long as it lasts. That his wife is 
paralytic; and that he is willing to emigrate. That he never received eleemosynary relief 
since 1846, nor shared in the meal sent by the destitution committee. That he is willing 
and anxious to emigrate. 

Archibald Macdonald stated, that he is tenant of one croft and half of another croft. 
That he pays L.15 for the croft on which he resides, and L.5 for the half of the other croft. 
That he is unmarried, but has an aged mother now insane, living with him; also a sister 
and a young brother, all living in family. That he has seventeen head of cattle, eight 
being cows, three heifers, five stirks, and one a calf. That he has one horse, and half a 
share of another. That he has thirty-seven head of sheep, fifteen being ewes, and twenty- 
two hogs. That for the last four years he has had five returns of the barley sown, and 
that he is L.60O in arrear of rent. 

In this crofter’s house there was every appearance of comfort ; a number of fowls about 
the door, and a good supply of meal or grain stored in one part of the kitchen. This crofter 
keeps so many sheep more than he is entitled to keep, by having grazing taken from other 
tenants at a rent. 

Mr Lamont stated, that he has a croft of L.15 rent, of six acres arable land. That he has 
siX cows,—two two-years old, four stirks, four calves, one horse, and eight sheep. That 
this is the legitimate stock on the L.15 crofts. That one boll of bere or barley yielded four 
and a half or five bolls. That very little oat seed was sown, but that he used about half 
a boll. That a pound and a half of turnip seed yielded twelve carts full, without the tops. 
That he is upwards of eighty years of age, and that his wife is now very aged, and on her 
deathbed. That he has no family living with him. He has to engage a man-servant and 
maid-servant, for the former having to pay wages to the amount of L.6, and for the latter 
L.3, 10s., and their maintenance. That in the course of the year it costs him L.6 for addi- 
tional assistance for the cultivation of his croft. That he is L.15 in arrear of rent, which 
he expects a friend to pay for him. 

This crofter is the person who exhibits the ruins of the chapel, &c., on Jona; and every 
thing about him denoted perfect comfort. 

The croft, next to the preceding, is occupied by two men. They live in separate houses, 
and have families. They work the croft together, but share equally in the produce ; each 
has, however, his own stock of cattle and sheep, which amount to one half of that detailed 
in Lamont’s case. 

There are on Iona, I understand, thirty-one crofters, and thirty-one cottars. The crofters, 
although in arrear, do not seem to be poor; and as the cottars live in the midst of them, 


there is no danger of their suffering from want. 
Reported by W. A. PETERKIN. 





At a Meeting of the Parochial Board of the Parish of Kilninian and Kilmore, held 
within the Mull Hotel, Tobermory, the 18th of February 1851,— 


Present,—Rev. David Ross, chairman ; Kenneth Campbell, Esq., Ardow; Rev. Dr Mac- 
Arthur, Fracadale ; Dr M‘Coll, Tobermory ; George Black, Esq., Tobermory; Mr Mac- 
donald, Langamull; Mr MacMaster, Drimgigha; John M‘Callum, Esq., Tobermory ; Mr 
Donald M‘Lean, Kengharair ; Captain Campbell, Quinish ; James Forsyth, Esq., Sorn; Mr 
William Pender, Tobermory ; Mr John Stewart, Aros; William Pirie, Esq., Tobermory. 

This meeting was called in consequence of a circular issued by the sub-inspector, at 
the request of Sir John M‘Neill, chairman of the Board of Supervision. 

Sir John M‘Neill being present, submitted for the consideration of the Board the fol- 
lowing queries :— 

1. Are there at this date in the parish of Kilninian and Kilmore, persons suffering from 
want, who are not, by the existing law, entitled to demand relief, and who cannot find 
employment whereby they might earn the means of subsistence ; and if so, what may be 
their number ? 
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2. Is there good reason to believe that there will be such persons as the season advances? 
and if so, what is the greatest number of such persons that will probably be suffering from 
want at any one time before next harvest, notwithstanding every exertion they can possi- 
bly make to procure the means of subsistence ! 

3. What measures have been taken, or are proposed to be taken, by the parochial board, 
with a view to provide for such emergency ? 

These queries were read, and after mature deliberation, the following replies were made 
to the same :— 

1. The board are not aware that there is in this parish any person, not entitled by exist- 
ing Jaw to demand relief, in circumstances so destitute as to endanger bealth. 

2. The board are of opinion, that throughout the ensuing season, destitution will press 
harder than at any previous period, on those who are not by law entitled to demand relief, 
The board, however, should hope, from the cheapness of provisions, and from the facility 
of obtaining employment in the south, that none will suffer in his health from want of food. 

3. No new measure has been adopted in reference to this class. The inspectors having 
had and exercised a discretionary power of relieving cases of extreme distress amongst 
those not legally entitled to demand it, and that discretionary power will be continued. 

(Signed) DAVID ROSS, Chairman, 





Parish of Kityintan.—At Unva, Thursday, 13th February 1851. 
Francis William Clark, Esq., being interrogated, replied :— 


I am proprietor of the Island of Ulva, and two-third parts of Laggan Ulva, in the 
Island of Mull. I purchased the property in the year 1836, at the price of L.29,500. . I 


am convener of the Mull or seventh district of Argyle. I was educated to habits of 


business, and long in practice as a writer in Stirling. I am a native of Morayshire. 
I have personally managed my own property from the time when I purchased it, and 
to enable me the better to do so, I have acquired the Gaelic language. When I pur- 
chased this property, kelp was manufactured upon it, about 100 tons annually, which 
was considered in the market as of the very best quality. The property was then let 
to crofters, paying an average rent of L.12 to L.14 annually, and nearly the whole of this 
rent was paid from the wages received from manufacturing kelp. The time occupied in 
that manufacture did not exceed about two mouths annually. After the reduction of the 
duty on barilla, and when the kelp ceased to be profitable, I continued to manufacture it at 
an annual loss, till within the last four years, when, finding it unsaleable, I discontinued the 
manufacture. At that very time came the potato failure, in consequence of which the croft- 
ers were barely able to maintain themselves, and quite unable to pay any rent. For the first 
four years after I took possession, the gross rental of the property, not deducting public bur- 
dens and management, averaged £1100, which was mete realised. For the years 1846, 
1847, and 1848, the stipulated rental was reduced to £470, 15s. 6d. Since that time the re- 
turn has been £538, 2s. 6d. This increase in the return has been caused by converting a 
portion of the crofts into farms, for sheep and cattle, which I have in my own hands, and es- 
pecially from the better prices given for wool and sheep. I have been increasing my sheep 
stock, as the removal of the crofters aftorded space. I do not, therefore, anticipate a decline 
in the rental for this year, notwithstanding the low price of black cattle. Had the crofters 
not been removed, no rent could have been realised—the whole produce of the property 
would not have sufheed for their support. In the first years after the failure of the potato, 
I purchased meal largely from the government stores, and elsewhere. I borrowed money 
under the drainage act to the amount of £500, and have also expended more than £500 in 
draining and other improvements, from my own private funds, chiefly with the view to give 
employment to the population ; but, finding that the crofters could not pay their rents, and 
that my private resources were therefore diminishing from year to year, I had no alterna~ 
tive but either to surrender my property to the people, or resume the natural possession of 


the land. I therefore, very reluctantly, resolved to promote the removal of the crofters, and 


proceeded to warn off a certain number yearly for the last four years until now. The popu- 
lation, which was originally about 500, 1s reduced to 150. This diminution has been ac- 
complished in five years. Five of the families removed got crofts on other properties. Two 
of the cottars are in Tobermory—all the others went to America, Australia, or to the south of 
Scotland; and my present impression is, that all the population now on the property, who are 
not entitled to parochial relief, 1 will require for labour, for agricultural purposes. The re- 
sult of my own experience convinces me that property, in this part of the country, can be 
most advantageously employed in rearing black cattle and sheep, and that agriculture cannot 
be profitably prosecuted, except as subservient to that end. I commenced by attempting to 
raise crops of grain, including wheat, pease, beans, &c., but I soon found that although the 
land was good, these crops could not be cultivated with profit, and am now satisfied, after 
fifteen years’ experience, that, at present prices, I can buy meal much cheaper than I can 
ow it. 

In 1846, being alarmed by the failure of the potatoes, and having a large crofter popu- 
lation, and hearing much about the crofter system that prevailed in Belgium, I went person- 
ally to examine it, with the view of enabling me to introduce any improvements it might 
suggest into my own property. The result of my investigation was, to convince me that 
the Belgian system was altogether unsuited for Ulva, or any part of the Hebrides, in conse- 
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quence of the better soil and finer climate, and the vicinity of markets; also the compara- 
tive smallness of the public burdens. I found that the Belgian crofter, far from living better 
than the people of the same class here, could only afford coarse bread and vegetables, and 
rarely tasted animal food, and never fish,—of which the people in this country have an almost 
constant supply. I found Highland labourers working at the railways in France, and per- 
forming an amount of work which the people of the country were said to be unable to per- 
form. 7 

_ My observation and experience have convinced me, that a crofting system cannot be made 
an advantageous mode of occupying property in this part of the country. I am satisfied 
that it cannot be made beneficial, either to proprietor or tenant, unless kelp could be manu- 
factured profitably; but, even in that case, I am of opinion that the population would con- 
tinue to increase more rapidly than the means of subsistence. J can see no other means of 
extricating the distressed districts of the Highlands from their present difficulties than emi- 
gration, under proper regulations. 

Iam of opinion, that the relief afforded by the destitution fund has had the most perni- 
cious effect upon the character of the people; that it has altogether demoralised them. I 
am aware that many were induced, by the desire to share in the distribution, to make false 
statements as to their condition and circumstances ; and that, altogether, the tendency of the 
eleemosynary aid was to deteriorate their moral character generally. It has taught them 
habits of chicane which formerly they would have scorned. When, in 1847, this district 
was making roads, with money borrowed from the Public Works Loan Commissioners, it 
was found necessary by the contractors, especially upon the Lear-na-Coul line, to bring 
Irishmen to complete the work, because the relief from the destitution committee having 
commenced, the inhabitants of the district refused to work for the contractor, unless at ex- 
orbitant wages. 

(Signed) FRAs. W. CLARK. 





At Tosermonry, Saturday, 15th February 1851. 


Rev. David Ross, being interrogated, replied :— 


[am minister of the quoad sacra parish of Tobermory, and have been so for about seven 
years. My congregation consists of between seven and eight hundred, including persons of 
all ages connected with the church. I am of opinion that, during the time I have been in 
this parish, there has been, on the whole, an improvement in the moral character of the in- 
habitants, especially as regards temperance and chastity, and that their religious, as well as 
their moral character, has improved. We have a parliamentary parish school. The num- 
ber on the roll, at the examination of this school last year, was upwards of 100. There isa 
female school, to which the General Assembly’s Education Committee contribute £10. The 
late Queen Dowager also contributed £10, and the proprietor £5. Since the death of 
Queen Adelaide, the deficiency of the funds has been made up by subscription, chiefly 
through the exertions of Miss Roy. I will furnish a memorandum of the different schools, 
the sources from which they are supported, and the number of scholars attending them. I 
am of opinion that, in the first years of relief from the destitution fund, there was a dispo- 
sition among the labouring classes to rely too much upon eleemosynary aid, and too little on 
their own exertions; but, last year, I observed less disposition to apply for relief, except 
where it was really necessary. I attribute this change partly to the stringency of the test 
enforced by the committee, and partly to a reviving feeling of independence, which made it 
irksome to the working classes to be recipients of charity. I am of opinion that, last year, 
there were few applications for relief from persons who could maintain themselves without 
assistance. Up to the close of the relief, in 1848, attempts to impose on the distributor by 
false statements of distress occurred, but I do not believe that many have occurred since. 
The aid afforded by the destitution committee has, no doubt, relieved much distress, but I 
am not satisfied that, in the year 1847, the inhabitants might not have been able to main- 
tain themselves without that assistance. I found this opinion upon the fact, that the labour- 
ing population of Tobermory paid, in ready money, £1700 for meal purchased from the go- 
vernment stores, and distributed in retail by a local committee. I had previously been 
under the impression that they did not possess funds sufficient to purchase the twentieth 
part of the quantity; and, besides the amount above stated, they bought, during the same 
Season, both from the government stores and from merchants, a considerable quantity, 
which did not pass through the hands of the local committee, and of which J can furnish no 
account. Iam of opinion that the working classes in ‘Tobermory are this year in a more 
destitute condition than they were in 1847. The aid afforded by the committee furnished 
a bare subsistence, in return for which they were required to give their whole time. 
Whatever funds remained to them have gradually been exhausted in providing cloth- 
ing and other necessaries. The amount of employment is now less than it was then, 
and with diminished resources and diminished employment, I consider them in a 
worse condition than at any previous time. On the other hand, meal, which was 
selling in 1847 as high as 36s. per boll, can now be bought for 14s. But there is 
no employment for labourers at present in this vicinity, and I see no prospect that 
any work will be undertaken which will furnish it. In May of last year I took a private 
census of the quoad sacra parish, and found that the population was nearly 1600—accord- 
ing to the census of 1841 the population was 1390. The chief increase is in the village 
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population. In the year 1847, 96 persons, ejected from the rural parts of the neighbouring 
districts, settled in Tobermory, and last year 78, ejected from Ulva at Whitsunday Jast, 
also settled here, where they still remain. I hand in a list of the persons whose families 
constitute this number. A considerable number of young females go annually to seek service 
in Glasgow, or other places in the south. Of the young men a large proportion go to sea. 
I am of opinion that since 1846 the difficulty of subsisting at home has increased the num- 
ber of young persons of both sexes who seek for employment elsewhere; but I am not 
aware that many of them have established themselves permanently in other parts of the 
country. For the most part they continue to regard Tobermory as their home. J have 
occasion to know that many or most of them assist their parents and families here. There 
are now about twenty women employed in knitting and sewing. The females evince the 
greatest desire to obtain work. In the year ending 10th October 1848, I ascertained from 
the account of stock taken by the revenue officers, that the consumption of ardent spirits 
in the Island of Mull could not be estimated at less than 8,464 gallons whisky, 720 gallons 
rum, 108 gallons brandy. I am of opinion that it would be highly beneficial to the crofters 
to have leases of their crofts. I have occasion to know that the insecurity of their tenure 
paralyses their exertions ; and I am of opinion that even on the assumption that potatoes 
will continue to fail, proprietors might safely grant leases for crofts worth at present rents 
not less than £10 a-year. On such a croft, with a lease for fourteen to nineteen years, I 
am satisfied that the crofters would, in any circumstances, be self-sustaining. I do not 
propose to create new crofts for men who are now in the condition of labourers or cottars, 
What I would propose is, to grant leases to those who are now in the occupation of land, 
with a view to prevent them from being degraded into the position of labourers. I cannot 
see how employment can be provided in this island, out of its own resources, for the whole 
of its present population. I therefore see no hope of their extrication from their present 
difficulties, unless a portion of the working-classes can be induced and enabled to go else- 


where to seek their subsistence. 
(Signed) DAVID ROSS. 


Cory of the List handed in by Mr Ross. 


Note of some of the families who left Ulva on 28th May 1850: 


Angus M‘Fadyn, Gea 10 in family. | Widow Donald Mackinnon, 5 in family, 
Allan M‘Quarrie, re Do ee William Campbell, sie 10... 
Hector Black, ... oie Base John M‘Donald (Ronald) 4 

Hector M‘Donald, eek BS aes Murdoch M‘Quarrie,_... 6. 
Lachlan M‘Quarrie, is6 10... Widow Flora Lamont, ... are 
Neill M‘Donald, ... ee 4 

Hugh M‘Lean, Cullon, ... Bane Inall, ... 78 
Hugh Maclean, Ardclair, 4 


eee 


FURNISHED by the Rev. Davip Ross, Tobermory. 


Note of the attendance and branches taught at the Tobermory Schools, during the years 
1849, 50, 51. 


PAROCHIAL. FEMALE. 
Years 1849. 1850. 1851. Years 1849. 1850. 18951. 
No. in Feb. of each year, 110 123 8126 54 66 10 
Branches taught and No. at each,— 
Reading, YP ais 71 53 60 36 35 (38 
Writing, ‘ei see 50 50 54 23 10 +3820 
Arithmetic, ee ‘aa 30 53 60 10 q 20 
Geography, ... see 20 26 30 see Tee 
Grammar, sei sige 30 21 20 Sia Mes a 
Mathematics, ... se 1 I he ee ie ves 
Catechism, on mee 73 53 50 ae i 38 
Latin, vee eae 7 5 7 ae aa aa 
Greek, sui hae 1 3 3 aie se si 
French, ae oe 2 2 3 sae ae mr 
Gaelic, was 37 26 30 soe ee 28 
Sewing and knitting, ee oe ses : 70 


From the above it will appear that there are at present 193 children receiving instruc- 
tion in the parochial and in the female school, in connection with the Church of Scotland, 
in this village. There are, in addition to the above, three schools in connection with the 
Free Church in this village, viz., a male, a female, and a Gaelic school. I have not been 
able to ascertain the number of children receiving instruction in these schools. I would, 
however, be disposed to consider the attendance less than at the other schools specified. 

The private census to which [ alluded in my evidence on Saturday last, was taken dur- 
ing the first week of June 1849. I found the population then present to be 1593, and 40 
absent, who usually resided in the village, making a total of 1633; but there has been 
a considerable increase during last year, arising from the ejectments that took place in the 
rural districts of this island. J should therefore estimate the population this year at 1700. 
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The ready money paid by the labouring population of Tobermory, during 1847, to the 
depot established here,.in connection with the government store-ship ‘ Belvidere, of which 
depot I had charge, amounted to — a5 oe shes £1696 2 3} 
They also paid through my hands for seed oats and potatoes, ‘ae 109 1 0 


Total, ... se - ee £1805 3° 3} 


Cory Letrer, Mr ALEx. Ross, Postmaster, Farmer, and Merchant, Bonar Bridge, to the 
Rev. Davin Ross, Minister, Tobermory. 


Arpoay, lst February 1851. 

Rev. Dear Sir,—Yours of the 27th January last, I received this day, and do not lose a 
post in replying, though I fear it will not arrive by the time you wished. 

I have only to say that all the Balnagown tenants have leases of their crofts, none of 
whom gets or requires any parochial relief, nor is any destitution known to exist among 
them. About one-half of the potato crop has failed over the whole of this parish, this 
season. 
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It is a well-known fact that leases prove the greatest stimulants to small tenants for im- — 


provements, which enable them in this parish to support themselves without any aid from 
charitable contributions.—I remain, &c., 
(Signed) ALEXANDER ROSS. 
Manse, Tobermory, 19th Feb., 1851. DAVID ROSS. 


Dr Hector M‘Coll, being interrogated, replied :-— 


I am a surgeon in Tobermory, and have been so for between thirteen and fourteen years. 
I was a member of the local committee for the relief of destitution when it was first 
formed, and for the last two years have had the general inspection of the operations of the 
relief board in the five districts of Tobermory, Dervaig, Ulva, Salen, and Torosay. I will 
furnish a note of the population of the districts :— 


Tobermory, es ae see 1752 
Dervaig, sis ie aa 1674 
Ulva, ... oo e ie 420 
Salen, ... Bes wi sh 7140 
Torosay, oe si cas 922 

5508 


I am intimately acquainted with the condition of almost every individual amongst the 
labouring class in these five districts. The condition of the inhabitants is this year worse 
than it has been in any previous year since I have known the country. They have been 
subsisting on the relief given, and spending whatever little they had since 1846, and now 
they are left without means or credit. I am of opinion that all those who were recipients 
of relief last year, excepting such as are employed at Torloisk and Sorne, are in a worse state 
this year. I am of opinion that no one received relief last year, who could have subsisted with- 
out it. The highest number of recipients last year in the parish of Kilninian and Kilmore 
was about 1766, and the lowest about 719. The relief commenced in Tobermory, Der- 
vaig, and Ulva, on the 29th December 1849, and terminated 30th September 1850. In 
the first years of relief, the people had been led to imagine that it was an act of oppres- 
sion, emanating from the proprietors, to require work as a condition of relief, and that the 
contributors to the fund had never contemplated that work should be exacted. It was long 
before they were disabused of these opinions. I am of opinion that, for the last two years, 
the stringency with which the rules were enforced had the effect of improving their skill in 
labour, and promoting habits of industry. The test was so effective that all the able-bodied 
men preferred working for wages, when they could obtain employment. Attempts were 
made in the first year to obtain relief by false representations of destitution ; but these 
having failed, were not renewed. I did not admit upon the lists any crofter paying above 
£5 of rent, unless widows, or some exceptional cases. These crofters, although excluded 
from the lists, contrived to subsist. I am of opinion that there are many families in the 
village of Tobermory which are in such a state of destitution as to be in immediate danger 
of starvation. The relief distributed last year in the guoad sacra parish of Tobermory 
amounted to 709 bolls of meal. There was also expended on blankets and extraordinary 


, aid during the prevalence of fever £20. The desire of the people to emigrate has greatly 


increased this year, from the hopelessness of their prospects at home, and cessation of re- 
lief. Fifty-two families are to be removed at Whitsunday from Mr Forsyth’s property of 
Sorne—so at least I am informed. These families consist of about 300 souls. A large pro- 
portion of the families thus to be removed would, I have do doubt, gladly avail themselves 
of any opportunity that might be given them to emigrate. I am aware that the whole of 
the meal purchased from the government depot by a local committee, and retailed to the 
labouring classes, was not actually paid for by the funds of persons residing in the guoad 
sacra parish ; individuals residing elsewhere, in some cases, placed funds in the hands of 
pone residing here for the purpose of purchasing meal, which was sent out of the parish. 

believe that this occurred only in a few cases of great exigency, and to a very limited 
extent. 
(Signed) HECTOR M‘COLL. 


Dr H. M‘Coll. 
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STATEMENTS, being productions by Dr M‘Coit. 
Tongrmory, 17th February 1851. | 


1. ‘ In the year 1849, twelve families left the Island of Ulva—ten of which remained in 
‘ Mull—one going to Glasgow, and the remaining one to Stirling. Of the ten which re- 
* mained in Mull, five located themselves in Tobermory parish. In the year 1850, nineteen 
‘ families left Ulva, of which thirteen located themselves in Tobermory, one in Dunghelia, 
‘ two in Colonsay, one in America (M‘Lucas), one in Dervaig, and one in Greebun.’ 

2. * On the 17th day of February 1851, there are, within the bounds of the parliamentary 
‘ parish of Tobermory, about one hundred families at this date quite destitute, requiring 
‘ immediate relief to prevent the risk of starvation. Many other families will require re- 
‘ lief in the course of a few weeks, and that as soon as their corn crop is converted into 
* meal, and consumed.’ 





ToBERMORY, 17th February 1851. 
William Robertson, Esq., being interrogated, replied :— 


I am sheriff-substitute of the Mull district of Argyleshire—comprehending Morven and 
Ardnamurchan on the mainland; Mull, Coll, Tiree, Muck, and the adjacent small islands 
in Argyleshire. I have held the office since February 1846, and since then have resided 
at Tobermory. I have been engaged in all the local measures adopted by the proprietors 
and leading inhabitants for the relief of destitution. Since the failure of the potato in 
1846, I have had occasion to make frequent inquiries into the condition of persons apply- 
ing to me for assistance, and my intercourse with the inhabitants has afforded me an op- 
portunity of being acquainted with their condition and circumstances generally. I am of 
Opinion that the inhabitants of the parish of Kilninian and Kilmore are, generally, in ag 
helpless a condition at this time as they have been at any time since I came here. But 
the habit of suffering privations, in my opinion, prevents them from being so clamorous as 
they were in the first year of the distress. I attribute the absence of clamour partly to the 
absence of that active sympathy and exertion for their relief, which were called forth so 
extensively by the first appearance of the calamity, and which, by exciting hopes of liberal 
assistance, encouraged them to make a greater noise about their condition than they know 
could be of any avail to them now. I am of opinion that the relief afforded during the last 
four years has saved the people from much suflering, by supplying them with food; but I 
think that the manner of so supplying them tended to injure their moral character. I 
think it has destroyed their feclings of self-reliance, and I fear has also taught them to prac- 
tise deception. I have also reason to believe, that such of them as have received assistance 
in the form of loan, or under conditions of payment to be made, or of restitution, have 
shown little disposition to fulfil the obligations they have incurred. I am of opinion that, 
previous to the occurrence of distress, such obligations would have been held more binding. 
I am of opinion that, upon a great majority of the people, the effect of the relief given has 
been to relax their exertions for their own support, and to lead them to rely too much on 
eleemosynary aid. I have had occasion to employ a considerable number of labourers, some- 
times as many as from twenty-five to thirty, at draining, trenching, dyke-building, and 
other labour connected with agriculture, during last summer and autumn. During the 
month of January I had from twelve to fifteen, and now about half that number. Those 
employed at draining earned, with few exceptions, ls. 6d. a day. The dyke-builders of 
Tobermory declined the contract I offered them, on terms which were accepted by dyke- 
builders from other parts of the district ; but afterwards worked for the contractor at lower 
terms than they had refused when offered by me. Subsequently the Tobermory people 
took from me a contract at a lower rate than [ had agreed to give te the contractor from 
a distance. A superior class of labourers, who were employed in preparing ground for 4 
garden, earned from 2s. to 2s. 6d. a day, in December. These were men from a distance. 
I offered to eleven heads of families in Tobermory to give them ground for potatoes, free of 
rent, for this year, to allow them to cut sea-ware which belonged to me; I also offered to 
cart from Tobermory, free of cost, the sea-weed, and any manure they could furnish, on 
condition that they would cut the sea-weed, convey it to Tobermory, and provide the seed, 
and plant it in the ground which I had already paid them for trenching, and which they 
declared to be the best potato ground they had seen. This offer they did not accept. Some 
of these men are amongst the most destitute persons in Tobermory. Their average earn- 
ings, allowing for broken time from the state of the weather, while trenching for me in 
November, December, and January, were about 3s. 6d. a week. The reason assigned for 
not accepting my offer of potato ground was, that they could not provide the seed. | did 
not consider this a legitimate reason, because I was aware that the poorest persons here 
had, in some manner or other, always contrived to obtain some potatoes for seed. This 
applies to every year since the potato failure. I believe that cottars and labourers, who 
had no land, have generally considered it an indulgence to be allowed to plant potatoes on 
the terms which I offered ; but that they have not usually received any assistance in pro- 
curing or carting the sea-weed or other manure. I am under the impression that, having 
spontaneously made this offer, with the view of improving their condition, the habit of look- 
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ing for assistance, which they had acquired during the currency of the relief, led them to 
hope that J would also assist them in providing seed. Many per§ons here receive charitable 
assistance at my house, from the impression that they are really suffering from destitution ; 
but IJ cannot, from personal knowledge, assert that any of these are in immediate danger 
of suffering from want. During the last twelve months, no applications complaining of re- 
fusal of parochial relief have been made to me, except on the ground of the applicant’s dis- 
ability ; but after the decision of the sheriff of Lanark, and before that decision was reversed 
in the Court of Session, I found a general impression amongst the people that able-bodied 
persons were entitled to parochial relief; and many of them, without directly applying to 
me for parochial relief, tried to sound me to see how far I should confirm this impression ; 
and J am of opinion that, if the decision of the sheriff of Lanark had been affirmed by the 
Court of Session, very many able-bodied persons would have applied for parochial relief. 
(Signed) Wm. ROBERTSON. 





Henry Nisbet, Esq., being interrogated, replied :— 


I am a banker in Tobermory, and I have resided here about 26 years. I have charge of 
Mr Crawford’s property on Aros and Tobermory, and of Mr Caldwell’s property of Mish- 
nish. I was factor on the former property for seven years, while it was possessed by Mr 
M‘Lean of Coll, and on the latter previous to its acquisition by Mr Caldwell about ten years 
ago. About one-third of the village is on Mr Caldwell’s property. The larger number of 
destitute persons in Tobermory resides in the part that belongs to Mr Crawford. There is 
little employment at present on Mr Crawford’s property ; there are no agricultural improve- 
ments in progress. It will be two years next Whitsunday since Mr Crawford purchased 
the property. Mr Nairn, from whom Mr Crawford purchased the property, had expended 
upon it, in draining and trenching, from two to three thousand pounds. I doubt very much 
whether these improvements will pay. Mr Nairn’s improvements consisted chiefly in taking 
in waste land; and I am of opinion that the increased return from the land will not be 
such as to make these improvements profitable. I am of opinion that the prosccution of 
agriculture on this soil, and in this climate, for the purpose of raising crops, cannot be made 
profitable. I am of opinion that in this part of the country agriculture cannot be advan- 
tageously prosecuted, except so far as it can be made subservient to the rearing of cattle and 
sheep. Jam of opinion that crops grown for food are not profitable, because I am satisfied 
that we can import them cheaper than we can raise them at present prices. I am of opinion 
that, if the potatoes continue to fail, the smallest size of croft that, at present rents, would 
enable a family to subsist, is a croft paying from £15 to £20 of annual rent. I do not think 
that a man with a family could subsist without potatoes on a smaller croft than such as are 
now paying the rent above stated. I am of opinion that it would be advantageous, both to 
proprietor and tenant, that leases of seven, ten, or fifteen years, should be given to the 
tenants. I am of opinion that if leases were granted, the crofters, secure in their tenure, 
would labour with more energy and spirit; but I could not recommend to a proprietor to 
grant leases for any crofts of a smaller size than those above referred to. Iam of opinion 
that it is more advantageous to the proprietor to have his land divided into large tenements 
than into small. I doubt if there are on the two properties of which I have charge any per- 
sons not already occupying crofts of from £15 to £20 rent, who have capital enough to 
undertake the cultivation of such a croft. Taking into account the charity of neighbours, 
and of that part of the population who are in better circumstances, I am not prepared to 
say that I know of any family that I consider in immediate danger of suffering from want ; 
but Iam quite sure that but for this charity many families would already have been suffer- 
ing from want. Iam of opinion that there is no reason to apprehend that any of the in- 
habitants in the country parts of the two properties of which I have charge, will suffer from 
want. Mr Caldwell and Mr Crawford are both indulgent to their tenante, and although 
they have not received their rents, have not proceeded to extremities. On the properties 
of which I have charge, I can say that in general the smaller rents have been worse paid 
than the larger, and that of rents of £5 and under very little is recoverable unless by dis- 
traint. There are few, even of the small crofters, who have not a cow and halfa horse. I 
am of opinion that the relief which has been afforded for the last four years has tended to 
make the people more indolent, and taught them to depend too much on eleemosynary aid. 
It has also, in some cases at least, induced persons to resort to deceit for the purpose of par- 
ticipating in it. I think that, although it has relieved suffering, and perhaps saved some 
lives, it has had a very injurious effect upon the character of the labouring classes. They 
are no longer the independent men they were. I consider it impossible, out of the re- 
sources of the parish, to provide, by employment or otherwise, for the subsistence of 
the present population of the parish; and I think it impossible to make this parish sclf-sus- 
taining without diminishing the number of its inhabitants. I am of opinion that although ag- 
niculture, prosecuted with the view to the sale of the produce of the soil, could not be ex- 
tended advantageously, that with a view to subserve the rearing of cattle and sheep, it might 
advantageously be extended considerably beyond its present limits, but not to such an ex- 
tent as to give permanent employment to the whole of the labouring population. I am of 
opinion that there are few of the inhabitants of Tobermory, even of the most destitute, who 
would desire to emigrate although the means of doing so were placed within their reach. 
One reason of this disinclination is, that most of them have feus on which they have built 
houses. It would be difficult to dispose of these, and they are unwilling to abandon them. 
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They subsist chiefly on fish and shell-fish, aided by euch small quantities of meal as they 
can obtain from charity, or from the wages of occasional labour. Those who have crofta, 
have also the produce of two or three acres of land. There were none, even of the smallest 
crofters, who did not somehow or other obtain seed-corn and seed-potatoes enough for their 
crofts. Since the failure of the potatoes, most of them have cultivated a small quantity of 
turnips and some cabbages ; but the great bulk of their crop is oats. Attempts have been 
made for some years to get them to follow a good system of rotation, and with a few these 
attempts have succeeded, but with a great majority they have hitherto been unsuccessful, 
They cannot be induced to work their crofts, when not otherwise employed, in the winter. 
They do not turn up the ground till just before the seed is put into it, and they are very 


unwilling to adopt a different system. Iam of opinion that so long as the proprietor perse- _ 


veres in the very lenient system he has hitherto adopted, of neither distraining for rent, nor 
ejecting them from their crofts, there is no danger that any of the crofters should starve. 
With the produce of their crofts and their fishing, I do not doubt that they will all be able 
to subsist. The only portion of the population for which I should feel apprehensive, is that 
formed of families which have been removed in a destitute condition from other properties 
in the district, and who have no lands here,—who are, in fact, lodgers. 

I am collector of assessment for the poor. The rental on which this parish is assessed, is 
£7283, 17s. 8d. The assessment imposed for the last year, from 6th October 1850, to 6th 
October 1851, is 2s. in the pound—half to be paid by the landlord and half by the tenant. 
All the occupants of lands and heritages in the parish are assessed. Some are afterwards 
exempted on the ground of inability to pay. Many of the occupants paying 5s. and under, 
complain much of being assessed at all, and few of them in Tobermory actually pay. They 
are returned as in arrear from year to year, and might almost as well be struck off. The 
assessment on the whole is well paid; more active measures have recently been taken, and 
the arrears have been reduced in amount. The assessment-roll of the parish is a transcript 
of the proprietors’ rent-rolls as given in by themselves or their agents. 1 am of opinion that 
the assessment in the parish is at present very fairly allocated. This year the amount allo- 
cated is £714, 12s. 4d., and I am of opinion, from the success of the collection up to this 
date, that there will not be any considerable amount of arrear. 


(Signed) | HENRY NISBET. 


David Borrie, being interrogated, replied :-— 


I am overseer on the Marquis of Northampton’s property in the parish of Kilninian and 
Kilmore, and have resided there for 32 years—28 years of that time in the service of the 
family at Torloisk. I am a native of Dunkeld in Perthshire. I hand in a printed state- 
ment by the Earl of Compton, and memorandum of proposed agreement between him and 
the crofters of Torloisk. 


STATEMENT by the Right Honourable Douc as Maciean, Eart Compton, and 
Memorandum of proposed Agreement between him and the Crofters and Others on his 
Estate of Torloisk. 


_ It has been the will of Almighty God, to whose will all must reverently submit, that for 
some years past various parts of the Highlands and Islands of Scotland, and among the 
rest the estate of Torloisk, should be subjected to a severe calamity in the failure of the 
potato crop, on which so many of the people were accustomed to depend, in a great mea- 
sure, for their support. It is hoped and believed that good will ultimately come out of this 
dispensation, ee for the present it is dark and distressing. 

n reference to Torloisk, it is known that the potato crop of 1850 is very deficient, in 
consequence of the return of the disease which ie prevailed for the last four years; and 
that the corn crops are also deficient, in consequence of the injury done to them by the 
stormy weather during the present autumn. After careful inquiry, it has been ascertained 
that many of the poorer class of crofters and others will, from these circumstances, be in & 
state of destitution during next spring and summer, and that the destitution will probably 
continue until the crop of 1851 is ready for use. 

_ Under these circumstances, it is the duty of all concerned to make a strenuous effort to 
avert or lessen the impending evil. 

The proprietor is desirous to do his duty, and it is hoped the people themselves will be 
equally desirous to do theirs. At all events, whoever neglects his duty must suffer for it. 

It is hoped that all the people on Torloisk will admit that no healthy man should be care- 
less, or lazy, or idle, when an opportunity is given to him to provide for himself and his 
family. Those who need assistance must not expect that the proprietor will maintain them 
in idleness ; and they must remember that no able-bodied person can by law claim assistance 
from the parish. The people on Torloisk know how very large are the arrears of rent owing 
by the crofters generally, and how heavy a loss the proprietor has thus sustained ; and they 
know that he has in this way borne his share of the general calamity. 

Besides this, they know that in past years he has endeavoured to provide some work on 
the property for industrious labourers, and that during the worst year he provided seed, both 
potatoes and corn, for the poorer crofters, to whose credit it must be said that the price of 
the seed so furnished has been nearly all repaid, though of course they have only been 
able to do this in consequence of his not having rigorously demanded rent. 
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The proprietor is still ready to help the people who require his aid; and with a view to 
this he now offers the following terms of employment to those who need it; but he hereby 
distinctly intimates that in justice to the more industrious crofters and others, as well as to 
himeelf, the parties who refuse to accept his terms, or who, from idleness or any other im- 
proper cause, do not persevere in the work after it is begun, will, without fail, be removed 
from the property at Whiteunday next. What is to become of them afterwards is a serious 
question for themselves; but, after this intimation, the responsibility will not rest with the 

oprietor. 

. terms of the agreement now proposed are the following :— 

First—Mr David Borrie, the overseer on Torloisk, will name the parties who are required 
to work under this agreement; but all others connected with the estate, and who have the 
proprietor’s permiesion for residing upon it, shall be allowed to join in the work if they wish 
to do so, provided they can satisfy the proprietor, or those acting for him, that they need 
employment, and cannot find it elsewhere. 

Second.—The work shall be the improvement of the crofts on Torloisk, in such way and 
manner, and commencing and proceeding in such order, as the proprietor, or those acting for 
him, shall point oat. The work shall be superintended by such inepectors or overseers 
as the proprietor thinks necessary, whose directions the parties employed must implicitly 


ey. 

Third.—Though in some cases it may be necessary to employ the people at a fixed rate 
of weekly wages, yet, as much as possible, encouragement will be given to the industrious, 
by contracting with them for piece work. 

Fourth.—-No part of the wages shall be retained for rent, or arrears of rent, but shall be 
entirely appropriated for the use of the labourer himself; but as it is known that the crofters 
‘have for some time to come the means of supporting themselves, from their crops and other- 
wise, and as the present scheme is only intended to provide for the approaching distress in 
the spring and summer of 1851, the wages will not be paid to the people at first, but will be 


‘retained for their benefit, until the proprietor, or those acting for him, shall be satisfied that 


the period of destitution has arrived, and then what has been earned shall be paid to them 
from.time to time in such portions, and either in provisions or money, as shall seem to be 
most for the benefit of the labourers themselves. The proprietor pledges himself that though 
yment will thus be delayed, every farthing earned shall be ultimately accounted for to the 
bourer ; and with a view to secure this, not only shall a book be kept in which every day’s 
work shall be carefully entered, but every labourer shall receive at the close of each week or 
fortnight, a ticket showing the sum which he has earned by his labour during the period. 
Fifth.—This scheme shall be continued till all the crofts of the poorer class of tenants on 
Torloisk shall have been gone over and improved, in such manner and to such extent as the 


oreo thinks necessary : but no party will be allowed to object that his neighbour's croft 


28 been improved before his own. The proprietor reserves to himself the considerationand 


‘settlement of all questions of this kind. 


Sixth.—After any croft is improved, it must be managed by the tenant according to the 
tules of good husbandry, which will be hereafter explained, and a strict attention to these 
tules will be inforced, partly for the benefit of the proprietor, but chiefly for the benefit of the 
tenant himself. 

Seventh.—A copy of this paper shall be given to every individual employed in the pro- 


“posed works, and he ehall be required, either by signing a copy or otherwise, to testify that he 


agrees to its terms. 

Such are the conditions which the proprietor now offers to the crofters and others on Tor- 
loisk. He wishes them distinctly to understand that he makes the offer entirely with a view 
to their benefit, and to avert the consequences of the threatened destitution. They will see 
that the kind of labour now proposed being the improvement of the crofts, their own farm 
work for 1851 will be much advanced, while the labour ie performed at his expense; and 
they may fairly expect that the crop of 1851 will, in sel Gar of the improvements, be 
much more abundant than it etherwise would have been. But the proprietor cannot com- 
pel any man to accept of these terms, nor has he any wish to do so. If any of the residen- 


‘ters on Torloisk think they can better their circumstances ee it, he 3s quite willing 


they should do so; and if they behave themselves properly, he will be glad to assist them in 


“removing elsewhere. But they must distinctly understand that every healthy person who 


carmot otherwise maintain himself during 1851, and who refuses to aceept of these terms, and 


‘to continue to labour, will be removed from his possession at the'first term. It would be a 


great pleasure to the proprietor to raise the condition and inerease the comforts of the poorer 
class of people on Torloisk ; and those who do well will not be overlooked or forgotten ; but 
ft is necessary that the people should understand that it is by their own exertions chiefly, 
under the Divine blessing, that their condition is to be improved ; and it is hoped the scheme 


Row proposed will assist in the attainment of this desirable object. 


In name and behalf of 
DOUGLAS MACLEAN, EARL COMPTON, 


JOHN GIBSON, Jun. WS. 
Edinburgh, 12, Charlotte Street, 
15th October 1850. 

The crofters have gladly accepted the conditions offered them. The work, therefore, 
commenced on the 14th November 1850. There are at present about thirty-six persons 
employed on this work—all heads of families. Those who are engaged at day’s wages on 
the crofts are at present earning 10d. a day,—those engaged at piece-work, at drains from 
three and a ar eet to 4 feet deep, are paid, where there is no quarrying, at the rate of 4d. 


Aprenprx (A.) 
Examinations. 
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David Borrie, 
17 February 1851. 
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18 MINUTES OF EVIDENCE 


per rood. At this rate, in the hard ground on which they have hitherto been chiefly work- 
ing, they have earned, notwithstanding the shortness of the day, and the unfavourable state 
of the weather, from 10d. to 1s. When the days are longer, and they get into softer ground, 
I have no doubt that many of them will earn as much as ls. 6d. The work was begun on 
the hard ground because that was the arable land, which it was necessary to prepare for 
this year’s crop, and because, when the work commenced, tiles had not yet arrived, which 
were necessary to the draining of moss. About a month ago, seventy-seven tons of pipe 
tiles arrived, and slates for soles to preserve the level of the tiles. I am of opinion that the 
employment given by the proprietor will enable the whole population on the property to 
subsist for this year, but I am satisfied that the proceeds of the property would not have 
sufficed to maintain the inhabitants, and that if the Marquis had not brought other resources 
than those he derives from Torloisk to the aid of the population, they could not have lived. 
I am of opinion that if the property were surrendered to the people now on it, they would 
be unable to procure a pubsiatsnce from it. The crofters occupying farthing lands pay 
about £15 of annual rent. These crofts are calculated to keep from six to eight cows, a 
heifer or two, and one or two stirks, and two horses and forty to fifty sheep,—and to sow 
five or six bolls of oats and some green crop—partly potatoes, and partly turnips. The 
return of oats may on an average be about from three to four seeds. Since the failure of 
the potatoes, part of the land has been under white crop for successive years, and is there- 
fore impoverished. I am of opinion that there are not upon the property persons not already 
occupying crofts of that value, above three or four, who have capital enough to undertake 
the cultivation of a £20 croft. Iam of opinion that tenants might be expected to be more 
industrious and exhibit greater energy than they do, if they had leases; but of the Torloisk 
crofters there are almost none who are not so largely in arrear as to incapacitate them from 
taking leases with advantage either to the proprietor or to themselves. The proprietor, 
previous to the failure of the potato crop, offered leases at the then current rents to some 
of the larger crofters, who declined to accept of them, and the present proprietor would, I 
have no doubt, readily grant leases to such of his tenantry as might be in a condition to 
occupy their lands free of arrears and debt. I am of opinion that a proprietor could not 
safely grant a lease for a croft worth less than £20 per annum, but I also am of opinion 
that it would be much more to his advantage to have none but larger tenants, for I am 
very doubtful whether, at present prices, a £20 crofter could be relied on to pay his rent. 
I am quite certain that, notwithstanding all that is being expended on improvements, the 
property will never be capable of maintaining its present population, should the potatoes 
continue to fail. And I think it would be for the benefit of all parties that the young and 
able-bodied should remove to where they can hope to maintain themselves, and to improve 
their condition. The aged would of course still remain, for I could not propose that they 
should be removed, but at present both young and old are a burthen upon the property, 
—starving on its produce, paying no rent, and forcing the proprietor to expend large sums 
to keep them alive. I am of opinion that the money expended in this district on draining 


‘and trenching will not improve the return from the land to such an extent as to give a fair 


interest for the capital expended. I am of opinion that it would be advantageous to culti- 
vate green crops, with a view to the wintering and feeding of cattle and sheep, and one 
consequence of extending this cultivation would be to increase the quantity of manure, to 


-clean the land, and therefore to give better returns of grain than the tenants now get from 


the soil. But I am not of opinion that in this climate, and in our soil, it can ever be profit- 
able to cultivate land solely for the purpose of raising grain. 


(Signed) DAVID BORRIE. 


Note.—Arrears on Torloisk at Whitsunday 1850, = £1648 15 8} 
Reduced rental of Torloisk, - = e 1028 15 0 


Torloisk, 18th February 1851. 


- Siz Joun MNEIL1, 


Agreeably to your wish, I have here inclosed a copy of the last fortnight’s 
pay-sheet, which is forwarded to Mr Gibson at the end of every fortnight, with any 
remarks that may occur. You will see in it the rate of payments, and the number of people 


employed at drainage. The weather has been very unfavourable for out-door work, and of 


course they cannot earn much on that account; but at the commencement of March the 
wages will be advanced, and I hope the weather will get better, so that their weekly earn- 
ings will be much advanced to what they are at the present time. As I mentioned to you 
when in Tobermory, the cause of the day’s wages being so low, is that the people employed 
are improving their own crofts, and getting all they earn to support themselves, as mex- 
tioned in the printed statement I gave to you. 

The statement which I had given you yesterday of the quantity of seed corn which 4 
farthing land would take to sow it, I mentioned from four to five bolls of oata, but on farther 
inquiry, I think one half boll of barley may be added.—I am, &c., 

DAVID BORRIE. 


- 7 @2°F7° 
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_ Apranpix (A.) John Macdonald, being interrogated, replied :— 


Examinations, 


aes T am a crofter on the property of Sorne, paying £9. 10s. rent. I came into occupation of 


ae the croft 18 years ago. Iwas then paying the same rent. I have six cows, one hore, | 
John Macdonald. twenty sheep. I sowed two bolls oats, and continue to sow the same. I also sow about — 
_ 18 February 1851. g boll of barley. I planted six barrels of potatoes, but they mostly failed. I had enough | 
| to serve me for the autumn. - I have paid my. rent regularly, every year, and have now no 
arrears. The proprietor, although we were willing to have continued to pay our former 
rents for the ground we occupied, thought it necessary to take from us the hill-cround on 
which our sheep were kept, and also a piece of low ground which he intends to plant with trees, 
We were willing to Lave paid our present rents for the reduced crofts, but we have received, 
verbally, notice to quit, Whitsunday, old style (25th May). Our stocks of cattle are still 
entire, and we should have been satisfied, if the proprietor would have agreed to take them 
at a valuation, but this he declined. He may perhaps take the sheep at what he and his 
Breve may think them worth, ‘but he declined to take them also at a valuation. We have 
itherto, by great efforts, maintained ourselves and our families and paid our rents, and we 
would willingly have persevered in the endeavour to do, if we had been allowed to remain 
in our crofts, but we are now at a loss to know which way to turn. From the low price of | 
cattle, all that we can hope to realize by the sale of our stock, will not enable us to emigrate 
to America with our families. We shall be forced to take lodgings in this or some other 
town, and endeavour to maintain ourselves by labour. We have been working for the 
proprietor on roads on the property, but we have not been able yet to ascertain what wages 
we are to receive. He is unable to inform us until the work has been measured. I worked 
for him with a horse and cart, and carted twelve tons of coal, which occupied me and a boy 
who assisted me, ten days, for which I was paid at the rate of 2s8.a-day. Angus M‘Millan, 
and Donald M‘Innes, are the names of the two persons who are with me—they also are 
crofters, who are also warned off. We are eleven crofters on the farm who have all been 
warned off. All the crofts are of the same size, and the same rent. Seventeen crofters on 
two other farms have also received notice to quit. They paid rents varying from £6 to 
£13 annually. Although I (John Macdonald) have no arrears, there is an old claim fora 
half-year’s rent from the other crofters, and as the present proprietor purchased the arreara 
from Mr Stewart, he claims payment. But some of the crofters dispute this claim, and 
allege that they owe nothing. Some of those who are warned off assert that they have paid 
this arrear also, by labour, and that there is not one farthing due by them to the proprietor. 
Most of these crofters are stil! young, but some of them are above fifty years of age, and 
they all have families. I have seven children and my wife dependent upon me. The oldest 
is a girl of twenty-two, and there is a difference of about two and a half years between each 
two of my children. ‘Two of them are sons; the rest are daughters. The eldest son is 
twelve years of age. We cannot state the present value of our stock, for we do not know 
the market prices, though we know that they are low; but our stock is as.good as that of 
almost any other tenants of our class. We are bound to sow the arable land this spring. We 
offered to surrender it to the proprietor, but he required us to sow it. We asked permission 
to remain in the houses we now occupy till we should have had time to determine what to 
do, and to pay a rent for the use of them—we must remain in the vicinity to reap the crops 


—but he declined the proposal. 
(Signed) JOHN MACDONALD. 





a ce, a oy , 


At Topermory, Tuesday 18th February 1851. 
| Dugald’ M'Lacklan, being interrogated, replied = 


Dugald M‘Lachlan. =] gm assistant-inspector of poor for the parish of Kilninian and Kilmore. My duties 
18 February 1851. Jie chiefly in Tobermory and vicinity. I have held the situation about two years, but I 
have resided here all my life. I am also prison keeper,—during the distress of 184647 
I acted as clerk to Capt. Rose. There are many families in indigent circumstanees 
in Tobermory and its vicinity ; of these the great majority reside in the Village of Tober- 
mory, and consist chiefly of the persons from the neighbouring properties, who, on losing 
their lands there, came here to reside as lodgers, but partly of persons still possessmg 
small crofts attached to this village. I am of opinion that at this moment there is no 
one in Tobermory or its vicinity who is in danger of death from want. I am of opinion 
that those who might otherwise have been in extreme distress, are now, in consequence of the 
market which has ‘recently offered for-the sale of-periwinkles, able-by their own exertions 
to earn from 8d to 10d a-day.. The persons to whom I allude, are mostly women and 
children.. I am of opinion that there is no able-bodied man in the village or its vicinity, | 
who is in danger of death by starvation before Whitsunday next. As the spring advances, 
there will be less or more of out-doer work on the neighbouring lands, and there will be 
greater facilities for procuring fish for food. Iam of opinion that unless some of the able- 
bodied men residing here, should remove to seek employment elsewhere, there may be 
danger of their suffering from want after Whitsunday. I am of opinion that the sid 
afforded from the destitution fund has had the effect of diminishing the enterprise and 
self-reliance of the population—that it has taught them to rely too much on extraneous 
aid, and too little on their own exertions. They have become lazy, and reconciled to 
begging, which previously they would have scorned. What I have atated as to the 
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condition of the able-bodied population, is from personal observation of the circumstances | 


of each individual, not from the report of others. I am personally acquainted with every 
individual in this village and its vicinity who is in indigent circumstances. The inspector 
and'I consider ourselves authorised to afford relief in every case in which it may appear 


' to us that there would be danger of life in refusing it—whether the head of the family be able- 


bodied or not. But we would consider it necessary to make personal investigation into the 
alleged circumstances of the applicant before again giving relief. In many cases, we have 
afforded, in consequence of urgent representations, immediate relief in food—a stone, or half 


a stone of meal, according to the number of the family, and have found on investigation, — 


that the allegation of want was without foundation. I am of opinion that in all cases where 
poor persons are able to contribute to their own support, it is better to give only temporary 
relief, than to place them on the permanent roll—that when placed on the permanent roll, 
they rely entirely on parochial relief, and relax their exertions to contribute to their own 
support. I am of opinion that it is quite impossible, out of the resources of the parish, to 
provide the means of subsistence for the whole of the present population. I am, therefore, 
of opinion that it is impossible to make this parish self-sustaining, unless the population 
should be diminished, or unless the potatoes could again be successfully cultivated. 
(Signed) DUGALD MACLACHLAN. 





Captain Donald Campbell, being interrogated, replied :— 


I am factor for Mr M‘Lean of Coll, on his property in the parish of Kilninian and 
Kilmore, and have been so for twelve years. I was acquainted with the state of the property 
and its inhabitants for at least twelve years before I became factor. Up to Martinmas 1846, 
the tenants on that property were in comfortable cireumstances, and continued to pay their 
rents on the whole with regularity. Up to that time, they annually sold potatoes, and bere 
or barley, to such an amount as to be a considerable aid to them, and they did not require 
to import food. Since the failure of the potatoes, they have been unable to sell any part of 
their crops; but, on the contrary, have been obliged to import food, but I cannot state ta 
what amount; I know, however, that it is considerable. They are consequently falling 
deeper into arrear of rent from year to year. On my representation, the proprietor authorised 
a reduction of rent amounting to 10 per cent., dating from Whitsunday 1849, to all tenants 
paying under £50 rent. IJ have acted upon this authority ; and the reduction was accordingly 
made for that year. Of this class, I do not believe that any one of the tenants was able to 
pay the reduced rent in full; but not having the documents by me, I am unwilling to assert 
this positively. Of the tenants whose rents were thus reduced, those paying above £15 
were able to pay a larger proportion of their rents than those under £15. I will fill up the 
schedule which I have received. I am of opinion that there is no danger of death from 
want on the property under my charge, but there will necessarily be much privation and 
distress. The extent of the land under tillage has been considerably increased by means of 
drainage and other improvements within the last four years; but I see no prospect of such 
an extension of the tillage as would provide the means of subsistence for the present 
2 ge a I am of opinion that such an extension could not be effected except at a loss. 

Vere the cottars removed, it is possible that the land might be made to maintain all the 
tenants. I will furnish a note of the number of cottars. f am of opinion that no croft of 
smaller size than those now let at from £15 to £20 rent would enable a crofter, in the 
absence of potatoes, and at present prices, to maintain his family and pay rent. Iam of 
opinion that it would be advantageous to grant leases to tenants; and I am authorised to 
grant leases to all the tenants on the property of which I have charge, and this has been 


announced to the tenants. I called together the whole of the tenants on Mr M‘Lean’s 


property in this parish, and announced to them that I was ready to grant them leases. In 
parr they showed no anxiety to obtain leases, and some declined them,— others accepted, 
will furnish a memorandum on this subject. The leases offered were for nine years, at 


the present rents. Some of the best-conditioned tenants emigrated to America last year; 


and some of the same class have given notice that, unless they receive a large reduction of 
rent, they will surrender their lands at Whitsunday next, with the intention of emigrating. 
These are all included in the class whose rents were reduced 10 per cent., as stated. a 
attribute their resolution to emigrate to the fear that, from the failure of the potatoes, and 
the low price of black cattle, they will be unable to preserve their stocks entire and pay 
their rent; and, finding themselves falling back in the world, they desire to emigrate before 
their capital is too much reduced. I am of opinion that it is not advantageous to a 
proprietor to have any tenant holding lands at a less rent than £15 a-year. A tenant at a 
smaller rent must provide the means of paying it, or at least part of it, from other sources 
than the land; and where there is little employment for wages, his means of paying his 
rent must therefore be precarious. I am of opinion that the aid afforded from the desti- 
tution fund has had the effect of leading the people to rely more on charity and less on 
their own exertions than they formerly did. I am of opinion that it relieved much suffering, 


and that it was timeous and necessary. 
(Signed) DONALD CAMPBELL. 
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James Forsyth, Esq., being interrogated, replied :-— 


I am proprietor of Sorne, in the parish of Kilninian and Kilmore, and I have been so since 
Martinmas 1849. I am not a native of this part of the county. There are about 260 
individuals on the property. The stipulated rental of the property amounts to £38], 5s. 
From the amount of employment I am now giving, and propose to give, I do not apprehend 
that any persons not entitled to parochial relief will be in a destitute condition on my 
property. I have made an unsuccessful attempt to improve the condition of the crofters, 
and have found it necessary to resume the natural possession of the whole property. I will 
send you a statement of the circumstances. I have at the same time offered to such of the 
crofters as may be disposed to undertake the task, and whom I consider capable of carrying 
it out, lots of waste land to improve, and employment for wages until their lots have returned 
their produce, and been brought into a proper state. Some are disposed to accept it. I 
have at the same time allowed those who surrendered their lands last year to remain in 
their houses, maintaining themselves by the employment which I afforded; and I should 
have no objection to permit such of those who are to surrender their lands at Whitsunday, 
as may not have taken ecrofts elsewhere, or otherwise provided for themselves, to continue 
for a time to occupy their houses. I have at present fifty labourers employed, of whom a 
few—eight or ten—are not resident on the property. The best labourers, employed at 
day’s wages, receive 1s. 6d. in summer, and 1s. 4d. in winter; inferior labourers, 1s. 4d. in 
summer, and 1s. 2d. in winter. Those who are engaged at piece work have, I think, earned 
about as much, relatively to their ability, as the day-labourers. The work was given in 
contracts to gangs, who took it in common,—each gang pene composed of persons of nearly 
equal ability. The most inefficient of these gangs, employed on a road, earned last summer 
about 1s. 3d. a-day for some weeks. I have constructed five to six miles of road on the 
property and leading to it, about a mile of which is not completed. Of the able-bodied men 
residing on the property, not more than two have been relieved from the destitution fund 
since I came into possession, and one of these was sent, at the desire of the inspector, to 
superintend labourers. I have cut the drains of eight or ten acres of land, and some leading 
drains and outfalls. I contemplate draining and fencing to a considerable extent, which 
will give employment for two or three years at least to nearly the present extent. I am of 
opinion that crofters paying £10 to £15 rent on my property of Sorne, have as much land of 
as good quality as tenants im Lorn paying £20 or £30; and amongst this class in Lom 
there has been nothing like destitution. I attribute the inferior condition of my crofters in 
Mull to their cultivating their lands in common on the runrig system, to their inferior skill 
in agriculture, and also to their not having leases. From information derived from the 
crofters, I am led to believe that, according to their present system of cultivation, the return 
from oats is not above from two to three seeds,—whereas in Lorn, on my own land, which 
is inferior in natural quality to that occupied by the crofters of Sorne, I obtain a return of 
seven or eight seeds. I am of opinion that the relief afforded by the relief committee has 
had an unfavourable influence on the habits of industry of the inhabitants. I am of opinion, 
however, that in some cases persons who had previously lived in comparative idleness may 
have acquired habits of labour, and a certain amount of skill in performing it. I am of 
opinion that agricultural improvement might be carried on to a considerable extent in Mull, 
in such a manner as to make a fair return for the capital expended. In carrying on such 


improvements, I would contemplate chiefly the raising of green crops, for the purpose of 


feeding and rearing sheep and cattle, and for dairy purposes. The extent of white crop 
would necessarily be increased in the course of the rotation, and a Jarger amount of haman 
food would thus be produced. The inhabitants of this island, since the failure of the potato, 
have imported annually a large amount of meal; and this amount would be diminished as 
the extent and the amount of the return from their own crops were increased. My own 
experience leads me to infer that no amount of exertion or encouragement on the part of 8 
proprietor will induce the present race of smal] tenants to engage heartily in such im- 
provements to ay extent; and I do not see how such improvements could be carried into 
effect where the land is divided into small holdings, unless by dispossessing the present 
crofters of their lands, and increasing generally the size of farms. I am of opinion thats 
moderate amount of emigration, judiciously conducted, would be beneficial to the people 
themselves, both to those who go and to those who remain. 
(Signed) JA‘. FORSYTH. 


STATEMENT referred to in my Examination by Sir Jonn M‘NEILL. 


I made the purchase of Sorne at the instance of a gentleman thoroughly acquainted with 
the state of the Highlands, and interested in the welfare of the people, who informed me that 
the crofter tenants on it were in such destitute circumstances, that if I would buy it, take 
it into my own hands for improvement, and give them employment, they would gladly work 
for wages; and this statement was confirmed by some of the people themselves before 1 
‘bought the property. The estate consisted of four farms,—Balicrach, held by fifteen tenants 
in common, at a rental, nominally, of £160 (and perhaps legally) but really of £149, a8 
understood between the parties,—Sorne, held in the same manner by nineteen tenants, at 4 
rental of £95,—Lephun, held by six tenants, at a rental of £61, 5s.,—and Penalbanach, 
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held by four tenants, at a rental, nominally, of £81, but really of £76. The following is the 
estimated average :— 


Acres. 
Balicrach,.........Arable in constant cultivation, ... dist ies about 123 
Improveable land and pasture, ... sie ie -- 2000 

—— 2123 
Sorne, .............Arable as above, see. ee oe “ae . 107 
Improveable land and pasture, ... as ae -- 1000 

—— 1107 
Lephun, ......++++- Arable as above, bes oe sas ase sae 80 
Improveable land and pasture, ... “ie se -- 920 

— 600 
Penalbanach, .....Arable as above, ve or aa sit ‘ini 70 
Improveable land and pasture, ... see sais .. 1750 

—— 1820 

Imperial acres ss . 9650 


I found that the farms, especially of Balicrach and Sorne, with each a frontage to the sea, ran 
back a long way, at no great elevation, each of them being about 34 miles in length and 
comparatively narrow. ‘The system of cultivation was of the very worst description. Each 
farm was divided into several lots as to the arable land, and in each lot three or four tenants 
ploughed together on the runrig plan, the hill land being held in common by all the tenants 
for their stock. No lime, and very little manure, except sea-ware, was applied to the land, 
grass seeds were unknown, and the returns for oats seldom exceeded two or three seeds. I 
was, therefore, not surprised to learn that, notwithstanding the large extent of arable land, of 


naturally fertile quality (being on rotten amygdaloidal trap rock) in cultivation, the tenants 


were obliged to purchase meal for their families for nine months in the year, when the potatoes 
failed them. That the lands were far from being highly rented, I was satisfied by an inquiry 
as to the total number of cattle and sheep (and also of horses, of which there were fifty in the 
whole) the tenants were entitled to keep on each farm, it being usual, and indeed necessary, 
to fix the number where lands are held in common. For instance, having mentioned the 
number fixed for Balicrach, which rented at £149, to an intelligent tenant-farmer in Lorn, 
he said, that in that district of the county it would represent a rental of £350 to £400. 1 
found that the former proprietor had placed ten tenants, whose means had utterly failed, in 
one section of the arable land of the farm of Sorne, at a rental of £2 per annum each, 


and that these were all in great destitution, being almost wholly dependent on the relief 


fund. Indeed, I learned lately, that in the first year of the distribution of that fund, there 
were only three tenants in the whole property who did not participate in it. I placed an 
intelligent bailiff or grieve on the property, and lost no time in communicating to the tenants 


-my intention as to taking the estate into my own hands, and employing them for two or 


three years in its improvement. A considerable number of them, however, represented to 
me that I was mistaken as to their circumstances, and that if I would allow them to remain, 
they would gladly improve the land as 1 should direct, and pay interest on my outlay, only 
requesting that I would employ them in the execution of the work. I was quite willing to 
give a trial to all of them who could show me any probable means of carrying on a farm, 
but at first I thought it necessary that no tenant should pay less than £30 of annual rent. 
Subsequently reflecting, however, that a rental of-£15 there would represent as much land, 
and therefore as much employment and subsistence for a family, as was obtained in Lorn for 
£30 of rent, and that, the most of them being able-bodied men, the employment at wages 
would give each man an additional capital in his labour, I relaxed this rule. The following 


18 a brief sketch of the main points of the plan I proposed, viz.—that leases should be given, 


—that the runrig system should be abolished, and each man have his own arable separate— 


_that a proper system of rotation of crops, with turnips and sown grasses, should be estab- 


lished—that my grieve should drain and fence the land, employing the people in the work, 
and paying them for it—that they should pay interest on the outlay, and bring into cultiva- 
tion each year a considerable breadth of new land, so as to allow their old worn out arable 
to be laid down to rest in grass, as soon as possible, and that I should furnish lime to them 
on such terms as to distribute the repayment of principal and interest over a period of nine 
or ten years. My plan contemplated rather a less than a greater proportion of land in grain 
crop than they had, but a much better return for what they did sow; and, on the whole, a 
much greater production of oatmeal for food, which, to the extent of fully supplying their 
own Consumption, might obviously have been grown by them with profit. I saw that to 
enable the nine larger tenants of the farm of Sorne to carry out an improved system, with- 
out inconvenience to their families in the meantime, it was necessary that the land in the 
Ee of the ten £2 crofters should be restored to the farm, and I accordingly gave the 
latter notice that they must give up the land at Whitsunday 1850, at the same time promis- 
ing them their houses and fuel rent free, and the first claim to employment on the property 
by way of maintenance. The Sorne farm tenants were the most ready to come into the 
new atrangements, but asked me to give them a year of trial, as the markets were unsettled 
last year, to which I readily assented, more especially as from the habit of combination of 
all the tenants I had not been able to obtain any very distinct information as to their indi- 
vidual circumstances. I required, however, that something should be done in the course 


/ Of the year, and it was agreed that I should drain the unimproved parts of the land to be 
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taken from the ten £2 crofters, and that they should put st into green erop as the con- 
mencement of a better system. I had made little progress with the tenants of Lephun, and 
still less with those of Balicrach, where I was met by a system of most ingenious mancuvr- 
ing, one of the evils incidental to a holding in common by the Highland tenants, but having 
consented to give the Sorne people a year of trial, I offered to allow all these also 
to retain their lands, for the same time, with some slight improvements, such as the 
sowing of grass seeds, &c.; and they all remained, except three at Balicrach, who 
having thrown up their lands rather than do justice to their neighbours, ander the idea that 
I would give way to them, I thought it necessary to enforce their resignation. These all 
took other, and some of them much larger, farms in the neighbourhood. At the sametime 
I gave fair notice to the people at Balicrach, that I meant to let it this year in six entirely 
separate lots, detaching from it, and from Sorne, the upper end of their hill ground (of which, 
from its distance, they had scarcely any use) to make a distinct farm. The farm of Penal- 
banach I was obliged to take into my own hands by the obstinacy of one of the tenants, 
who threw up his share of it; but I placed one of the other three tenants in the vacant 
lands at Balicrach, and gave the use of his house to another ; and the third possessed a house 
of his own at Tobermory. In the course of the year I have given a good deal of work on 
the property, and some of those on it, who gave up their lands at Whitsunday, having had 
the preference of employment, have lived so comfortably as to excite the envy of the tenants, 
who could not always be employed. About the beginning of this winter, having drained 
the additional land at Sorne, I called upon the tenants there to fulfil their engagement to 
bring it into cultivation, but they refused to do anything, unless we could come to terms for 
the future. After a good deal of discussion, in the course of which I offered to be content 


if they took two years to do what they had engaged to do in one, they would not undertake 
‘more in each year than to put on the sea-ware cast on the narrow sea-frontage of the piece 


of land in question, and to throw up into lazy beds all the land that it would cover, which 
they admitted would be very little indeed. They told me plainly that rt was too far to 
cart their dung two or three hundred yards down hill by an excellent road I had made for 
them, and that they could not afford to leave my work for wages to labour on their own 
account as tenants, in bringing new land into cultivation. It was in vain that I represented 
to them that if they did not improve land when drained and fenced my employment must 
cease, so that there would be no wages going; and moreover, they would incur the charge 
of interest for no purpose, so that I should be forced to take the lands into my own hands. 
After giving them time to consider, they would not undertake more, and I saw clearly that 
they had neither the will nor the means to improve new land ; and as this was indispensable 
to their laying down the old land to rest, and thus their whole future prosperity chiefly 


‘turned on this point, I came to the determination to resume the lands. At the sametime 


I intimated that I would relieve them of the obligation they had incurred, to bring the piece 
of land in question into cultivation, in their way-going crop, by taking it into my own hands, 


and deducting the rent for it from Martinmas last; and that I would also forego the claim 


I had on them for interest. 
The most reasonable men on the property having thus utterly failed me as improving 


‘tenants, I had no aden hopes of the rest; but I gave out that I was still willing to let the 


six separate lots of 200 or 300 acres each at Balicrach, which, being one extremity of the 
property, could be separated without much inconvenience. I had an offer for one of them 
only from one of the tenants, and I have some doubt of his sincerity in it; but as he wished 


‘to hold it jointly with a relation, and the expense of fencing off one lot by itself would have 


been great, I declined it, and have given warning as to the whole. On a review of all 
that has occurred, I am satisfied that the people never meant seriously to undertake any 
improvements, or to make any important change im their mode of cultivation, but reckoned 
much on the effect of newspaper clamour in preventing me from dispossessing them, and 
also on some vague notions having a tendency to Socialism, which have been broached of 
late, while they hoped that I would continue the employment, from which they have de- 
rived so much benefit during the past year. But it was my duty to take the lands into my 


own hands, were it only to ensure employment to those on the property who have no lands. 


Besides having purchased up the arrears due the former proprietor (which enabled me to 

revent any sale of the tenant’s stock by his creditors), I have obtamed a much better 
insight than I had last year into the actual condition of the people, and am satisfied that 
few were in circumstances to continue their holdings. I find that when I purchased the 
property, although fair prices had been given for black cattle until last year, there were only 
three or four people on it who were not in arrear for more than two years’ rent ; and of these 
two have fallen into arrear since; and although several, to whom I have remitted old arrears, 
have paid up the last year’s rent, chiefly by means of labour, I have recetved very little rent 
in money, while some who have paid me nothing, have been obliged to part with almost all 
their stock to satisfy.their other creditors. One tenant, Dr M‘Coll, at Tobermory, has paid 
rent for lands he held jointly with relations on the property, but he gave me fair notice that 
he did not mean to do so another year. I see, therefore, that the experiment I was so anxi- 
ous to make, in the hope of raising the condition of these people, and rendering them a 
thriving and independent tenantry, would have been a most hazardous one in every point of 
view, in spite of all the precautions I meant to have taken to insure success; and in taking 
the estate into my own hands, and offering employment largely, instead of letting it tos 
large sheep farmer, 1 am satisfied I do what is ee for their welfare. At the sametime, if 
I were confident of the ultimate success of small holdings, say of 5 acres of land, such as at 


Gairloch (and considering the present importance of flax culture, and its adaptation to email 
’ farms, I do not think them quite hopeless), I would gladly try some of these men in the 
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improvement of waste land on lease (I have told them so), because I could offer them the — APFFNDIx (A.) 
advantage of partial employment for wages during the interval to elapse before their land, eer 
by its produce, would maintain them. | : 

After I gave notice, some of the tenants at Balicrach applied to me to purchase their right — 

to sow and reap a way-going crop, on the pretext that they might remove to a distance, Mr J. Forsyth. 
when it would be inconvenient; but as not one of them had as yet formed any definite plan, 
and all declared that they meant to remain with their stock on the ground till Whitsunday, 
I declined doing so; for I urged that it would be better for them to use their horses and - 
implements in ploughing and sowing their lands than to remain two or three months in 
idleness; but I promised that I would consider each case when any such exigency arose, 
and purchase the growing crop, if the tenant and my grieve could agree on its value. As 
they had previously ascertained my sentiments, by means of one of their number, I fear, 
from what I have heard, that the proposal was made in order that its rejection might form 
something like a ground for alleging a grievance. I told them that of course I would 
take their sheep stock at a valuation of neutral parties, according to the practice of the 
country. 

With reference to what is stated in my examination before Sir John M‘Neill, as to my 
willingness to allow the people to remain in their houses, I think it right to repeat what I 
then mentioned,—That I oftered this to several at the time of giving notice, but that, of 
course, I reserve my richt to judee of the circumstances of each individual ease. At the 
sametime, industrious poverty will be a decided recommendation to me, and if I insist on 
the removal of those who have shown no disposition to work, or who have sufficient means 
to go elsewhere, I do not think they can, in either case, complain justly of hardship or 


oppression. 
JA. FORSYTH. 
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An Account of Oatmeal imported into Tobermory, Port of Greenock, in the following 
years, viz. :— 





Years. Quantities of Oatmeal. 

1846, Six Thousand, One Hundred and Ei¢hty-Four Bolls. 6184 

1847, Seven Thousand, Eight Hundred and Forty-Three _... 7843 

1848, Six Thousand, One Hundred and Sixty-Six at 6166 

1849, Eight Thousand, Four Hundred and Ninety-Five _... 8495 

1850, Six Thousand, One Hundred and Sixty-Two 568 6162 
Total of Bolls - - ~ - 34,850 


ed 





ALEX. M‘LACHLAN, 
P. Customs Officer. 
Custom-Housge, 
Tobermory, 27th February 1851. 


An Account of Potatoes Exported from Tobermory, Port of Greenock, in the year 
1845: 


e 


One Thousand, Two Hundred and Eighty-Four two-twelfth Tons British Potatoes; or 
Fifteen Thousand, Four Hundred and Ten Barrels. 
ALEXANDER MLACHLAN, P. C. 0. 
Custom-HovwseE, 
Tobermory, 27th February 1851. 





At Balmeanach, the 19th day of February 1851, the Parochial Board of Torosay met in Minute of Par.Board 
terms of the following circular, issued by the Inspector :— of Torosay, 


Salen, 14th February 1851. 
Str,—I hereby call a meeting of the Parochial Board of Torosay, to hold within the Inn 
at Balmeanach, on Wednesday next at 12 o’clock noon, for the purpose of meeting Sir John 
‘M'Neill, Chairman of the Board of Supervision, who has been appointed to conduct a spe- 
cial inquiry. It is hoped that all the members will attend.—I am, Kc. 


(Signed) ALEX. MARK, Inspector of Poor. 


The sederunt consisted of the Rev. Duncan Clark, chairman—Angus Gregorson, Esgq., as 
proxy for Lochbuy—Andrew Miller, Esq., as proxy for the Hon. W. H. Drummond of 
Glenforsa—Campbell Paterson, Esq.—Messrs J. M‘Intyre, Lamont, Scott, and Mark. 

Sir John M‘Neill, as announced, came forward to the mecting. He briefly stated that he 
Was appointed by government to carry on a special inquiry into the circumstances pect 
and in part prospective, of such of the lower orders as are not entitled to legal relief, in the 
districts — lately formed the field of the operations of the Edinburgh and Glasgow 
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Highland Destitution Committee; and that being of opinion, as far as this parish was con- 
cerned, he could not obtain the information he was in search of from any other source s0 
well as from the parochial board, he had instructed the inspector to call the present meet. 
ing. He then proposed the following queries :— 

I. Are there any persons in the parish, not entitled to legal relief, who are at present in 
circumstances injurious to their health or perilous to their lives for want of food ? 

I]. Is there good reason to believe that there will be such persons as the season ad- 
vances ? and if so, what is the greatest number of such persons that will probably be suffer- 
ing from want at any one time ‘before next harvest, notwithstanding every exertion they can 
possibly make to procure the means of subsistence ? 

III. What measures have been taken or are proposed to be taken by the parochial board 
with a view to provide for such an emergency, should it take place ? 

The board replied to these questions, in the order in which they were proposed, as follows :— 

I. There is not an individual in the parish in the circumstances specified in the query. 

II. With the exception of the Lochbuy estate, there is no property in the sal on 
which any individual is likely to suffer from want before next harvest. 


N.B.—With respect to this estate, the board referred Sir John M‘Neill to Mr Gregor. 


son, the factor thereof. 

Mr Gregorson hereupon assured Sir John M‘Neill that care would be taken by him that 
none upon the property would be left in want. He told him, moreover, that some 
removals would take place at Whitsunday next, to enable the managers of the estate 
to furnish the remaining inhabitants with the means, through employment given, or 
to be given, of providing themselves with food. 

III. Regard being had to the preceding answers, the board considers that Sir John 
M‘Neill gets a sufficient answer to his third query in his being given to understand, which 
he distinctly is, that the inspector has a full discretionary power to relieve temporarily any 
person in the parish that may be found in a state of extreme destitution. 


(Signed) DUNCAN CLARK, Chairman. 





MEMORANDUM of what Mr Mark stated, in conversation, on the 7th February 1851. 


I am the inspector of oe of the parish of Torosay, and have the charge of all the roads 
in the district of Mull, Tiree, and Coll. I am a native of the south of Scotland ; but have 
been several years in Mull. My duties in connection with the roads make it necessary for 
me to visit frequently all parts of the island, and to employ labourers everywhere. | have, 
therefore, excellent means of judging of the condition of the people. I do not believe that 
there is extensive destitution in any part of Mull. I am of opinion that there are not more 
than fifty—certainly not more than sixty—families, besides persons on the poor-roll, in the 
whole island who cannot manage somehow or other to maintain themselves. There are 
some of these fifty or sixty families in Ross, some in Lochbuy, some in the village of 
Tobermory, and one or two here and there in other parts of the island; but there is no 
such great destitution anywhere as to cause alarm or uneasiness. I am of opinion that, if 
more of the destitution meal were to be brought into the country, the people would then 
all be destitute ; and I think that the relief formerly afforded has done a great deal of harm, 
and has made the labouring classes all beggars together. When I want workmen for the 
roads, I find those who represent themselves as very ill off (and some of whom I be 
lieve to be really not well off), unwilling to work except for high wages. I generally offer 
the work I have to give first to the people whom I believe to be ill off; but they often re 
fuse it on the terms offered. There are a great many who would not work, even for money 
wages, if they could manage to live, however poorly, without undertaking regular work. 
I have not lately been asked for work, except at Tobermory, where I seldom pass without 
having applications for work from the people who have been evicted from Ulva and other 
places, and had collected at Tobermory ; but in the north of Mull, a few days ago, I wanted 
two men for the roads, and could not get any but two old men. This was in the vicinity 
of Quinish. As inspector of poor, I never refuse temporary relief to any one whom I be 
lieve to be really in want, whether able-bodied or not. To the able-bodied who have fa 
milies, and who are really in want, I give a stone or two stones of meal. I have generally 
done this on my own responsibility; but the parochial board are liberal and benevolent, 
and never object to it. I have not proposed to put such persons on the roll, but only given 
them casual relief. 

I am of opinion that there is a great deal of land in Mull capable of improvement, espe- 
cially by fencing, of which there is great want, and without which green crops cannot be 
cultivated, because the cattle cannot be kept out of them. I am of opinion that the value 
of the cattle might be much enhanced by merely erecting fences to admit of growing tur- 
nips, of which many of the people know the value, but for want of sufficient fences they can- 
not grow them advantageously. I am of opinion that the crofters, who have had their land 
at a fair rate, and pay £12 to £15 rent, have been able to keep themselves; but whether 
they have been able to pay their rent, I cannot say. I am of opinion that small crofts, 
such as those of £5 or £6, or even £8, cannot keep a family, should the potatoes continue 
to fail. 
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i MEMORANDUM OF CONVERSATION, in which Mr Middleton stated :— 


I am factor on the Auchnacroich estate for Captain Campbell of Possil, and I have been 
employed by the family in Mull for twenty-one years. lam a native of Forfarshire. There 
is no destitution, nor danger of destitution, on the property under my charge,—the rental of 
which is about £1400, and the population about 290. There has been some emigration to 
= America, but no one has been forced to leave the proper Eight families emigrated last 

| year—they were crofters, three years in arrear of rent. They saw that the times were bad, 
| and presented a petition, proposing to emigrate if half their arrears were excused. By my 

advice, Captain Campbell excused the whole arrears, and the people had, for each family, 
from £25 to £70 from the sale of their stock, &. Two only of the number were rather 
bare, and Captain Campbell gave them £5 each. The arrears he gave up to them alto- 
gether might amount to about £500. They are doing well in America, and have written, 
urging their friends to follow their example; and express regret that they had not emigrated 
sooner. These people did not emigrate from fear of destitution—at least of immediate des- 
titution—but seeing the failure of the potatoes, the fall in the price of cattle, and that they 
ead were not, therefore, thriving in their crofts, wisely, in my opinion, resolved to go before 
their means were exhausted. I am of opinion, that the relief afforded by the destitution 
fund has tempted many to remain till their own means are exhausted, and now they would 
2 gladly go, but have not the means. I am of opinion, that at least one-fourth of the popula- 
a tion of the Ross would require to be removed, to put it in a good state. I admit that men 
, cannot be expected to improve land without a secure tenure,—such as a lease would afford ; 
but [ could not conscientiously recommend my employer to give a lease for any croft or 


Nie farm of less rent than £20 a-year. [am of opinion that the rent now specified is quite 
7 sroall enough ; and, indeed, I would rather have none below £30. ~ The smaller crofts can- 
ee not maintain a family and pay rent, without potatoes, or some other resources beyond what 


: the land produces, or can be made to produce. It is quite impossible to do so. If the 

Duke's property in Ross were divided into twenty-pound farms, I do not believe that there 

ih are men upon it with capital enough to take one-fourth of them. They have been living 

with destitution-meal till their own means are quite gone, and they can neither emigrate 

nor stock land. There is now no other way of dealing with that property,in my opinion, 

than by letting it in large farms to tenants of capital, who can improve, and employ labour 

oe —allowing the rest of the people to live by the wages of labour—but, at least, a fourth of 

ea the population, as I have already stated, must be removed, to make any good system prac- 

ticable. In that event, I think that those who remained might find employment and sub- 

sistence. I am of opinion that the Ross is a fine subject for improvement, but it is impos- 

sible to improve so much of it as is divided into small crofts; and the only way left is, to 

let the farms to good tenants, having but two classes— the tenants and the labourers—but 

no small crofters :—they cannot pay rent; they cannot improve ; indeed they cannot even 
live. Inmy opinion, emigration must precede all substantial improvement. 





4 COPY LETTER, Mr Rosenrrson to the Right Honourable Sir Gzorce Grey, Bart. 
Tobermory, 6th Feb. 1851. 


ee Six,—I have the honour to send you, enclosed, a copy of certain Resolutions, adopted at 
fe a meeting of the Standing Committee of the Mull District of Argyleshire, held here yester- 
o day. I may remind you, that this committee was appointed by a general meeting of the 
oe district. in September 1846, and that several of its resolutions, relating to the destitution 
in the district, have been transmitted to you. 

I beg to be permitted to request your attention to the resolutions now enclosed, and to 


a express my hope, that their object may be favourably considered by you. I am aware that 
a you are well informed as to the state of the localities in which destitution has prevailed for 
gs" the last four years, and 1 will therefore not trouble you with any account of the condition 


of this district ; but I must say, that it is such as gives me serious uneasiness and appre- 
hension. To expect an effectual remedy from the resources of the district, is, I fear, hope- 
| less. The larger tenant-farmers have fallen, in many cases, in arrear with their rents, and 
ibe the small tenants and crofters, in few instances, pay their rent in full, and most of them pay 
rae very little, or none at all. The proprietors, for many years not a very prosperous class in 
eee the district, are thus straitened in their means, by circumstances that they can neither avert 
wh or a All classes are involved in the calamity, and it is difficult to see the way clearly 
out of it. 

icc It appears to me that matters are in that state that no one remedial measure can possibly 
a be altogether efficacious in bringing prosperity to us, but with some knowledge of the dis- 
it position of the population, and of the condition of the district, I think that the work speci- 
iad fied in the enclosed resolutions, combined (with) with a judicious system of emigration, and 
st: @ meagure to secure under proper conditions and restrictions, to small tenants and crofters 
hee their holdings for a term of years certain, would go far to rescue this and other destitute 
ue districts on the west coast and in the western isles from their present hopeless condition. 

Te I beg to assure you, it is with reluctance I trouble you with this letter; and I am 
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only induced to it by the very urgent necessities of the population of the district—necessi- 
ties that demand immediate and prompt attention. 


Resolutions referred At a Meeting of the Standing Destitution Committee of the Mull District, &c., of Argyle- 


to in above letter. 


shire, convened by circular, held at Tobermory upon Wednesday the Sth day of Feb- 
ruary 1851,— 


William Robertson, Esquire, Sheriff-Substitute, was unanimously called to the chair.—The 
following resolutions were moved by Mr Clark, of Ulva, and seconded by the Rev. David 
Ross, of Tobermory, and unanimously adopted by the committee :— 


1. That this district is this year suffering as severely from the destitution as at any period 
since the first failure of the potato crop in 1846. 

2. That the large fund administered by the Central Board having been subscribed solely 
for the purpose of relieving distress, and supplying food to the destitute population, its expen- 
diture was not calculated, and did not in fact effect, any permanent improvement in their 
condition. 

3. That, on the contrary, food having been distributed either gratuitously or in small 
quantities for labour required therefor, without regard to the common and recognised prin- 
ciple regulating the labour market, and labourers not having been compensated according to 
the work actually done by them, but according to the number of their families, the expen- 
diture of the fund was, in its ulterior results, calculated to do more harm than good, inag- 
much as it tended to destroy all feeling of independence and self-reliance, and to encourage 
the habit, on the part of the destitute, of looking to others for the means of livelihood, in- 
stead of using every exertion to procure these themselves. 

4, That the depreciation in the value of black cattle, the staple commodity of the dis- 
trict, in the proportion of from one-third to one-half their value previous to the failure of 
the potato crop, has entailed upon all parties, proprietors and tenants, a heavy, and in man 
instances a ruinous loss, and to that extent limited the resources of the district, and totally 
deprived them of the power of giving employment to the people, or in any way to rescue 
them from their present state of distress. 

5. That deprecating the administering of eleemosynary aid in any shape, except to the 
aged and impotent, in whose case humanity and the law of the land demand it, and to whom 
alone it could be furnished from the limited resources of the district, as prejudical to the 
moral and social condition of the population; it is the opinion of the committee that some 
public work of permanent improvement at which the destitute able-bodied population could 
obtain employment, would be of great advantage to this as well as to all the destitute dis 
tricts in the west of Scotland, as furnishing the means of immediate relief, and restoring 
their industrial vigour, so nearly crushed by the untoward events of the last four years. 

6. That the meeting recommend to the attention of government, with a view to their 
promoting the formation thereof, the Scottish Grand Junction Railway, as a work eminently 
calculated to answer these ends, and to prove of infinite ultimate value to the west coast 
and western isles, as removing the barriers that cause their isolation and remoteness from 
the markets of the south, and as opening up the means of communication so necessary to 
the furtherance of every improvement tending to ameliorate the condition of the population, 
and to foster the productive qualities of the soil. 

7. It was moved by Mr Campbell of Ardow, and seconded by Mr Nisbet,—** That the chair- 
man be requested to transmit a copy of these resolutions to the Secretary of State for the 
Home Department, and to solicit his attention thereto, and to the distressing condition of 

the destitute population of the district.” 


(Signed) Wa. ROBERTSON, Pres. 


OS 


a 


poet 
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At Portrer, the 24th day of February 1851 years. 


' Ina general meeting of the Parochial Board of the parish of Portree, called by circular- 
notices to each of the individual members of the board, at the instance of the inspector, in 
order to meet Sir John M‘Neill, chairman of the Board of Supervision, within Ross’ Inn, 
there, who has been appointed to conduct a special inquiry. 

Present,—George Rainy, Esq., of Rasay; the Rev. Coll Macdonald, minister of the pa- 
rish of Portree ; Taues T'raser, Esq., mandatory for Mr Brown, trustee for Lord Macdon- 
ald; Harry Macdonald, Esq., writer, Portree; Donald M‘Kenzie, Esq., writer, Portree ; 
Donald M‘Leod, Esq., Kingsburgh; Alex. Macdonald, Esq., postmaster, Portree; Mr John 
Cameron, merchant, Portree; Mr Daniel Duncan, baker, Portree; Mr Peter Macdonald, 
merchant, Portree ; and Mr Murdo Macdonald, schoolmaster, Portree. 

Of which meeting the Rev. Coll Macdonald was chosen preses; when Sir John M‘Neill 
asked the following queries :— 

Q. 1. Are there at this date, in the parish, persons suffering from want, who are not, by 
the existing law, entitled to demand relief, and who cannot find the means of employment 
whereby they might obtain the means of subsistence ? and if so, what may be their number? 

A. Answered unanimously in the negative. 

Q. 2. Is there good reason to believe that there will be such persons as the season ad- 
vances ? and if so, what is the greatest number of such persons that will probably be suffer- 
ing from want at any one time before next harvest, notwithstanding every exertion they can 
possibly make to procure the means of subsistence ? 

A. The board are of opinion that in the course of the ensu'ng season there will be several 
individuals who will be in danger of suffering in health, and even life, but they cannot at 
present state the number. 

Q. 3. What measures have been taken, or are proposed to be taken, by the parochial 
board with a view to provide for such emergency ? 

A. There has been no provision made, further than that the inspector has been instructed 
to relieve distress of an urgent nature whenever it comes under his observation, whether the 
person was by law entitled to demand relief or not. 

A true copy. ALEXANDER MARTIN, Znspector. 


MINUTES of EVIDENCE taken by Sir John M‘Neill, G.C.B., in Skye. 
PorTREE, Saturday, 22d February 1851. 
Mr Alexander M'‘Rae, being interrogated, replied :-— 


I am collector of the assessment for relief of the poor in the parishes of Portree, Kilmuir, 
Snizort, Strath, and Sleat,—and I have been so since August 1849. | 

For the year from August 1849 to August 1850, the amount of poor rates collected in 
the parish of Portree, was £434, 16s. 44d. The amount of asscssment imposed for that 
year was £499, 7s. 10id.—the rate being about 3s. 1d. per pound, half on owners and _ half 
on occupants. When I was appointed collector, in August 1849, the amount of uncollected 


arrears was £396, 5s.43d. The amount of arrears at August 1850, was £460, 16s. 104d. 
‘There was thus an arrear for the year ending August 1850, of £64, 11s. 6d. When I col- 


lect money I lodge it in the bank, unless there should be a demand from the inspectors for 
funds before the sum collected is lodged. I retain, however, small sums paid to me here at 


my lodgings, till they amount to a sufficient sum to make it worth while to deposit it in 


nk. Iam paid by a commission of four per cent. on the amount collected in this parish. 
My accounts are examined half-yearly, by the board, at my own request, and I produce 
vouchers for the sums I have paid. The accounts of the other parishes of which I am col- 
lector, are kept and passed by the boards in the same manner, with the exception of Sleat, 
where there is at present no inspector. As regards that parish, therefore, | have found it 
necessary to make payments direct to parties, who would otherwise have been paid by the 
inspector. The inspector of Sleat is at present confined in prison for an assault, and his 
brother is, in the meantime, paying their allowances to the paupers, but I am not aware that 
he has been nominated to that duty by any minute of the parochial board. 

The assessment imposed for the parish of Portree for the year ending August 1851, was 
£500, 5s. ; the rate imposed being 2s. 114d. per pound, half on owners and half on occu- 
pants. On the 10th of February, there had been collected £341, 4s. 24d. A larger sum 
has this year been collected than last year at the same date. In only one case has it been 
found necessary to proceed by summary process, and distrain for recovery of poor-rates; but 


in this case, after the warrant had been some days in the hands of the officer, payment was 


made, and it became unnecessary to distrain. In three other cases, parties have been sum- 
moned to the Small-Debt Court, and decreet obtained against them. I have obtained war- 
rants against about half-a-dozen altogether in the parish of Portree, and in most of these cases 
I consider the rates recoverable. I am of opinion that nearly the whole of the arrear of last 
year (£64, 11s. 6d.) is recoverable. 


The assessment imposed in the parish of Snizort for the year ending August 1850, was 


£304, 3s. 5d., being 1s. 8d. per pound on s rental of £3664, ids. 6d. The outstanding 
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arrear handed to me, on coming into office in August 1849, was £643, 17s. 34d. The sum 
collected in the year ending August 1850 was £478, 17s. 64d. This collection was effected 
without legal proceedings. There was thus recovered £174, 14s. 14d. of the arrears of 
former years. The assessment imposed for the year ending August 1851 was £304, 1s, 
being at the rate of 1s. 8d. per pound on the rental. On the 3let of January last, there 
had been collected of this assessment £123, 6s. 2d. At the same date last year, I had col- 
lected in Snizort £269, 18s. 14d. This year, there has been but one collection at Martinmas, 
Last year, there had been two or three collections before the end of January. I expect to 
collect the whole assessment imposed before the termination of the year, and also to recover 
@ portion of the outstanding arrears. In about a dozen cases, I have had recourse to | 
proceedings in Snizort for the recovery of outstanding arrears of former years, but not for 
the recovery of the current assessment. 

In all the parishes for which I am collector, all persons paying rent as occupants of lands 
or houses are assessed. Only one person has been exempted in Snizort, on the ground of 
inability to pay. Since I have been in office, this is the only case of such exemption in any 
of the parishes for which I am collector. 


The assessment imposed in the parish of Kilmuir, for the year ending August 1850, was 
£402, 0s. 74d., being 2s. 10d. in the pound on the rental (£2840, 19s.),—half on owners, 
and half on occupants. The outstanding arrears at August 1849 was £604, 14s. 5d. The 
sum collected during the year ended August 1850 was £732, 3s. Odd. This was effected 
without legal proceedings. There was thus recovered £330, 2s. 5d. of the arrears of former 
years. The assessment imposed for the year ending August 1851 was £400, 18s. 8d., being 
2s. 9d. per pound on the rental (£2884, 4s. 9d). On the 31st of January 1851, there 
was recovered of this assessment £203, 11s. 94d. About the same date last year there was 
recovered £493, 18s. 5d. This year there has been but one collection at Martinmas; last 
year there had been two or three before the end of January. I expect to collect the whole 
assessment imposed before the termination of the year, and also to recover a portion of the 
outstanding arrears. I do not think that I shall require to have recourse to legal proceedings 
ws the recovery of the current assessment, but such a course may be necessary for recovery 
of arrears. 


The assessment imposed in the parish of Strath for the year ended August 1850 was 
£305, 17s., being 2s. 2d. in the pound on the rental—half on owners, and half on occu- 
pants. The outstanding arrears at August 1849 amounted to £463, 3s. 11d. The sum 
collected during the year ended August 1850 was £367, 10s. 10d., effected without legal 
proceedings. ‘There was thus recovered £61, 13s. 10d. of the arrears of former years. The 
assessment imposed for the year ending August 1851 was £299, 2s. 1d., being 2s. 14d. on 
the rental. I will send a note of the amount collected up to 7th March 1851, when the 
accounts will be made up. The amount collected up to this time last year was £162, 
17s. 103d. I expect to be able to collect the whole of the current assessment, and perhaps 
a portion of the arrears of former years, before August next. I am of opinion that I shall 
be able to collect the amount of the current assessment without legal proceedings, but prob- 
ably not any part of the arrears. 


The assessment imposed in the parish of Sleat for the year ended August 1850 was 
£351, 10s. 11d., being 3s. in the pound on the rental—half on owners, and half on occupants. 
The outstanding arrears at August 1849 were £176, 2s. 2id. The sum collected during 
the year ended August 1850 was £465, 2s. 73d., effected without legal proceedings. There 
was thus recovered of arrears of former years £113, 11s. 84d. The assessment imposed for 
the year ending August 1851 was £850, 14s. 10d., being 2s. 114d. in the pound on the 
rental—half on owners, and half on occupants. Of this sum, there has been collected 
up to this date £256, 4s. 10d., or thereabouts. Up to this date last year there had been 
collected £185, 9s. 3d. I have not had recourse to legal proceedings in Sleat for the recovery 
of outstanding arrears of former years. I do not think that I shall be able to collect the 
whole amount of the current assessment without legal proceedings. I infer this from the 

ayments at Martinmas collection in Sleat; but I am unable to state whether it proceeds 
toa the greater inability of ratepayers in that parish than in the other parishes. 

All the collections are made in cash ;—no part of the assessment is received in any other 


form. 
(Signed) ALEX. M‘RAE, 
Copy LETTER received from Mr M‘Rak in reference to his Evidence. 
Srr,—In case you may have misunderstood my statement as to the sums of money I 


collected for some of the parishes during the last two years, where more than the sum assessed 
was collected,—I did not mean to say that the whole assessment was collected, but that [ 


collected a sum equal to, or exceeding (as the case may be), the sum assessed for.—I am, &c., 


Signed ALEX. M‘RAE. 
PortTreEE, 6th March 1851. ee 


Copy LETTER, from Mr M‘Rag, dated 
Portree 31st March 1851. 


The sum collected by me on account of poor-rates in the parish of Strath, from August 
last to the 8th current, amount to £256: 1:7 sterling.—I am, &c. | 
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TAKEN BY SIR JOHN M‘NEILL. 


MemoranpvM of Information wished for by Sir JoHN M‘NEIL1 relative to occupants in Skye. 


Parishes. 
Occupants whose rents do not exceed £5 si 
Escroune - and not exceeding - 
ai 20 - 50 
50 - 100 
100 - 
Rents not exceeding - 5 | Snizort, 
eaeeine rr and not exceeding - oo i 
30 aise - 50; .. 
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. 100 - - ‘ 
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- 100/] .. 

ss 100 - - ; 
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Exceeding £5 and not exceeding - 10) .. 
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; 100 - - - 
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sie 30 - 650 : 

Ove 50 eee as 100 oe 

ee 100 - = ee 


Properties. 


Lord Macdonald’s, 


Skeabost, 


Clachamish & Triaslan, 


Lyndale, 
Lord Macdonald's, 
Feus, 


Rasay, 


Lord Macdonald’s, 


Strathaird, 


Lord Macdonald’s, 


Number of geregate 
Occupants. | Amount of Rents. 
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314 16 
445 2 
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Mr Harry Macdonald, being interrogated, replied :— 


I am bank-agent for the National Bank in Portree, and I have been so for nearly four 
years, although | have resided here for upwards of twenty years. I am not, however, a 
native of Skye, but of Ross-shire. 

I am of opinion that the aid afforded by the destitution fund has generally had an in- 
jurious effect upon the character of the population. That it has lowered their feelings of 
independence, relaxed their habits of industry, and that they are now less disposed to rely 
on their own exertions, and more inclined to look for charitable assistance. It has for many 
years been the practice of the young people of this island, both male and female, especially 
the former, to go south in quest of employment, and to remit to their parents a part of their 
earnings. Iam of opinion that the relief afforded them during the last four years has had 
the cffect of diminishing the number of persons who went south in quest of work. The 
means derived from this source have been proportionably diminished. I hope, now that the 
fund is exhausted, that they may resume their former habit; but I fear that the eleemosy- 
nary ald, on which they have learned to place too much reliance, may have taught them to 
look to other sources than their own industry for the means of subsistence, and I do not feel 
confident, that as many will this year go to the south for employment, as used to go before 
they had learned to rely on extrancous aid. Iam of opinion that agriculture, for the purpose 
of raising grain, cannot be pureucd profitably in Skye; and that, at present prices, meal can 


a) e e e e 
be purchased at a much less price than it can be grown in this island. My own experience 


and observation have satisficd me that no improvement in the mode of culture that has yet - 


been devised would make it more profitable to raise grain in this country than to purchase 
meal. Iam of opinion that, in Skye generally, a larger breadth of potatoes was planted last 
year than in any year since 1846, and that on the whole a larger quantity.has been available 
for the food of the people. In the parish of Portree the herring-fishing has this year been 
bad. The herring did not appear till after the usual season, when many of the curing vessels 
had left the vicinity, and the fishermen were not therefore prepared with the means of curing 
a great part of the fish cancht. The fresh fish were in some places sold at from 1s. to 2s. 6d. 
acran. In other parts of Skye the herring-fishing was good, but from the low price, the 
profit to the fishermen was comparatively small. I am of opinion that, to place the popula- 
tion of this island in a proper condition, it would be necessary that one-half of the number 


should remove elsewhere. I state this with reference to the condition and prospects of the - 


por themselves. I am of opinion that the removal of one-half of the population would be 
eneficial both to those who go, and to those who remain. 


(Signed) HARRY MACDONALD. 


I have further to state, that I have no doubt that persons have been induced to resort to 
deceitful practices for the purpose of participating in the relief afforded by the destitution 
committee ; that many persons not really destitute have sought to obtain a share of the meal 
distributed, by representing themselves as in extreme want; and I think that, in this respect 
also, the relief afforded has had a prejudicial effect upon the moral character of the people. 
At the same time, I am of opinion that it relieved or averted much misery, though I am not 
prepared to go so far as to say that it also saved life. 

(Initiated) ~#H. MD. 





Alexander Martin, being interrogated, replied :— 


I am inspector of poor of the parish of Portree, and have been so for upwards of five 


years. J am a native of Portree, and have spent the great part of my life here. I was in- ' 


spector and collector of district roads for Portree parish from 1832 till 1843. I believe I 
have a more general acquaintance with the people of the parish of Portree than any one of 
my age (50 years). In the parish of Portree, a greater breadth of potatoes was planted 
Jast year than in any year since 1847; but the return was very small. I planted six bar- 
rels of potatocs, but I cannot tell accurately what return I got. We used them in family 


once a day during three months; and I housed about fifteen creels, or about ‘eight to nine 
barrels, which I am preserving for seed. In former years, the same quantity, planted on ' 
the same ground, would have supplied us till the end of March, and left enough for seed. ” 


I believe that the smallness of the return has been general over the parish, and that, in 


some cases, it was so small as to be hardly worth the digging; but J have not heard of any 


having rotted. I am of opinion that the grain crops (oats) have not been so good as they 


were last year—probably a fifth or a sixth below last year—in the return of meal. I am ° 
of opinion that this year, on the crofters’ lands, from twenty-six to thirty stooks were re- ' 


quired to give six bushels of clean grain. The straw was about an average in bulk, but 
housed in bad condition in many places. The crofters, on an average, have rather under 
their usual quantity of stock. A L.5 crofter will have from two to three cows, a two-year- 
old, and two stirks. A few only will have a horse. Few plough their ground ; the greater 
part use the caschrom. A great number of the young persons have been in the habit of 


going to the south for work. A considerable number have remained there, but much the | 
greater part have come back. In 1847 and 1848, I am of opinion that more of this class 
went to the south than in previous years, the wages then being high. In 1849 and 1850 
fewer went, because they understood that work was more difficult to obtain, and wages 
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lower. I am not of opinion that the aid afforded from the destitution fund has had an in- 
jurious effect upon the character of the population generally, though, no doubt, there are 
individuals on whom it has had effect. I am not of opinion that it has been beneficial in 
its effects on the industry of the population; but I think it relieved a great deal of distress, 
and saved-lives. I am of opinion that there are persons in this vicinity, not by law entitled 
to parochial relief, who are in immediate danger of suffering from want. I am in the habit 
of giving temporary relief—ls. or 1s. 6d.—to persons not entitled to parochial relief, when 
they apply to me, and I know them to be in extreme distress, or in danger of suffering 
from want. This I do on my own responsibility ; and the parochial board has sanctioned 
the relief thus given ; and I have no doubt that any relief which, in the exercise of thedis- 
cretion given me by the board, I might think it necessary to afford to persons not legally 
entitled to demand it, would be sanctioned. I have afforded temporary relief to some of 
the persons above referred to, as in danger of suffering from want; but I give such relief 
only in cases in which I am satisfied that there would be danger in refusing it. If I were 
to extend this description of relief beyond the limit above stated, the whole rental of the 
parish would not be sufficient to meet the demands that would be made upon me. The 
price of meal in 1847 rose to 32s. and 36s., and now it is 15s. retail. 


(Signed) ALEXANDER MARTIN. 





At PortrEE, 24 February 1851. 


Mr Donald M‘Kenzie, procurator-fiscal and factor on Skeabost property, examined. See 
his evidence under parish of Snizort. 





Mr James Fraser, being interrogated, replied :— 


I am a writer in Portree, and clerk to the chamberlain of Lord Macdonald. JT am a na- 
tive of Inverness; but I have resided here nearly thirteen years, during which time I have 
been chamberlain’s clerk. Lord Macdonald’s estates are now under trust for behoof of the 
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Alex. Martin. 
22 February 1851. 


Mr James Fraser. 


creditors. Mr Brown, accountant, Edinburgh, is trustee in charge of the property. I have | 


occasion to know the amount of rent collected this year, which was about the average of the 
last four years. This has been obtained without legal proccedings—none such have been 
taken. In the Kilmartin district of Kilmuir and in Snizort, the rents of the small tenants 
are better paid than in the other parishes, and in Sleat better than in Portree and Strath. 
I attribute the better payment of the rents in the northern parishes and in Sleat, to the 
fact, that a larger proportion of persons go from those districts to the south, and there earn 
the means of paying rent. I believe that the rents are nearly equal in all parts of the pro- 
perty, with reference to the extent and quality of the land. They were fixed at their pre 

sent rate before J became chambcerlain’s clerk, on a valuation by a professional surveyor 
brought to the island for the purpose. The rents on Lord Macdonald’s property are lower, 
I think, than on any other property in Skye with which I am acquainted. They are con- 
siderably lower than on Skeabost, and I think somewhat lower than on the M‘Leod pro- 
perty. There are about 1500 tenants paying rent to the proprietor, and some hundreds of 
families who do not. I cannot say that classing the tenants according to the amount of 
their rent, there is any class of small tenants who pay better than another. The more 
energetic and industrious in each class pay their rents, the others pay only a part or none at 
all. It is under consideration to grant leases to those in each class who, from their greater 
energy and industry, have continued to pay their rents. The number whose names were 
put down as persons to whom leases might be granted, was, I think, 264. I am of opinion 
that the relief given for the last four years has not been beneficial in its effects upon the 
character of the people, but rather that it has been injurious. I have reason to believe 
that fewer persons went south in quest of work in 1850 than in any of the three previous 
Beal: and of those who went, several returned, either because they could not find work, or 


‘because they thought the wages too low. This was their own statement. Jam inclined to 


think that a greater number will probably go south this year, after the tillage of the crofts 
18 completed, which may be about April or early in May. Judging from the applications 
already made to me for lands expected to be vacant at Whitsunday next, I am inclined to 
think that there will be no difficulty in letting such lands at their present rents. 

(Signed) J. FRASER. 





Alexander M‘Pherson, being interrogated, replied :— 


I am ground officer on Lord Macdonald's property in the parish of Portree, and have 
been so for almost twenty-one years. A crofter paying L.5 of rent will have four cows and 
the followers until they are year-olds. The number of followers on an average may prob- 
ably not exceed two. He will sow from five to seven barrels of oats—(five barrels equal to 
three bolls)—and plant from four to eight barrels of potatoes. He will reap from twenty to 
thirty stooks for each barrel of oats sown; about twenty stooks will be required to thrash 
out a barrel of grain. The return is therefore in many cases little more than the seed 
sown. The chiet value of the crop is the straw for the cattle. I attribute the smallness 
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of this return to the exhausted state of the ground. There are on many of the farms por- 
tions of the land now in pasture, capable of being converted with advantage into arable ; 
and many of the crofters who have the means of procuring seed, would gladly have broken 
up such grounds and improved and inclosed them if they had had leases. It is true that 
many of the tenants have been for some generations in the lands they now occupy, but 
nevertheless they have been deterred from making improvements by the fear that when they 
had increased the value of the land, it might be given to some one else. Considerable im- 
provements have, however, been made within the last two years, with funds provided under 
the Drainage Act ; and I am of opinion, that they have greatly improved the value of the 
land, and that the increased produce will give a fair return for the money expended. There 
are very few of the crofters who have not some portion of their stock remaining—not more 
than five. The greater part have from two to four cows, according to the size of their 
crofts, and their means of earning wages, or otherwise providing the means of subsistence 
during the last four years. I am of opinion, that the quantity of meal imported into this 
parish during the last four years, is twenty times as great as in those years when potatoes 
were abundant. I am of opinion, that about the same number of persons from this parish 
went south last year as in the previous years. Some returned stating that they had been 
unable to find work, but I suspect that of these a part would not have returned had not the 
committee's meal offered the means of subsistence here. I am of opinion, that the relief 
given by the committee has done good to some, and harm to others. Some kept hanging 
on, trusting to the relief, who might have done better for themselves ; but I think that now 
they have no longer any expectation that the relief will be renewed. I learn that a Mr 
Ross has been amongst the people promising them assistance ; and I have heard from some 
of those who were in communication with him, that they were confident of obtaining it. 
I have also heard that he collected the people of this place and of Sconser, and induced 
them to sign a paper, but I do not know its contents, and I do not believe that the people 
who signed it knew what it contained. The people were under the impression that 
Ross had come on the part of the government, and that his promises of relief were there- 
fore certain to be fulfilled. Iam of opinion, that many persons misrepresented their cir- 
cumstances for the purpose of obtaining a share of the committee meal, and that it was the 
cause of numberless falsehoods being told. 


(Signed by mark) ALEX. M‘PHERSON. 





PorTREE, Monday, 3d March 1851. 
Thomas Fraser, Esq., being interrogated, replied :— 


I am sheriff-substitute of the Skye district of the county of Inverness. I am not a native 
of Skye, but have resided here for rather more than six years. 

In addition to the number of cases of applications to the sheriff by persons complaining 
of the refusal of parochial relief, included in my return to the Board ot Supervision for the 
year to 30th June 1850, there were at least as many more during that period disposed of on 
viva voce statements and answers at circuit small debt courts. My own experience and ob- 
servation lead me to think that the inspectors of the poor in Skye generally are reasonable 
in their dealings with the cases of paupers, and desirous to do what is right. I have no 
reason to believe that there are any poor persons in Skye ignorant of their right to com 

lain to the sheriff, in case of their being improperly refused relief by the parochial boards. 

During the last two months, many persons apparently not entitled to parochial relief, have 
applied to me, complaining of destitution; but these parties did not state that they had 
been refused relief by the parochial inspectors, nor did their applications to me appear to be 
made under the impression that they had any legal title to claim admission to the poors 
roll, Within the last fortnight I have recommended several such persons to state their 
circumstances to the inspectors. I cannot say whether or not they obtained relief, but they 
did not renew their applications to me. 

During the four years in which destitution has prevailed, I have not found it necessary 


to investigate more than one case of alleged death from starvation. The result of the in- 


vestigation in that case, was to lead me to conclude that the youth died from the effects of 
exposure to cold upon a frame debilitated by want of sufficient nourishment. Had any 
other case occurred, I should have deemed it my duty to order a similar investigation; but 
no other case of alleged death from starvation came to my knowledge. 

I am of opinion that the eleemosynary aid afforded for the last four years has relieved 
or averted much misery, and prevented starvation; but that it has had an injurious effect 
upon the habits and character of the recipients, and has failed to check the progressive 
deterioration in the circumstances of the people consequent upon the potato failure. All 

rolonged eleemosynary aid must necessarily have the effect upon the recipients of diminish- 
ing self-respect, weakening the pues of individual exertion and providence, and inducing 
an apathetic dependent spirit. Labour, in the results of which the employer has no direct 
pecuniary interest, and which is avowedly resorted to only as a test, is always given 


grudgingly and sluggishly, and creates or fosters indolent habits. The adoption of the 


destitution test, the object of which was to exclude from participation in relief all whose own 
resources were not exhausted, had the effect of reducing to pauperism many who, by timely 
aid, might have been saved from sinking into that condition ; and the circumstance of the 


only relief given being a bare ration of food—thus leaving clothing and the other wants of 


humanity unprovided for—necessarily aggravated that pauperism. The evils thus adve 
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to would, I believe, have been found inseparable from any system of relief that could have 
been adopted, unless relief could have been afforded by providing employment for the desti- 
tute in reproductive works, in the results of which their employers should have a direct 
interest. After the adoption of the principle of co-operation with the proprietors, under 
which a good deal was done in the improvements of crofts, the evils above noticed were in 
a great measure avoided. | 

I am of opinion, that amongst the causes which have contributed to bring the people of 
Skye into their present condition, the division of the country into very large and very small 
holdings, without farms of intermediate dimensions, has had an important influence. The 
greater part of the island being in the hands of a small number of tacksmen, and the great 
bulk of the population upon the remainder, the holdings of the latter are necessarily circum- 
scribed in proportion, and very many of these holdings are by far too small to afford the 
occupiers employment and subsistence, while there is a large proportion of the population 
who hold no lands at all. The deterioration in the circumstances and social position of the 
people thence arising, has weakened the moral restraints upon over population (those re- 
straints being invariably weaker in proportion to the poverty of a people), and the over- 
population that has ensued has necessarily extended and aggravated the evils, to the opera- 
tion of which it may in some measure be attributed. The great disparity between the 
condition of the large and of the small tenants, has led to something of an antagonistic feel- 
ing between those classes, a feeling which the circumstance that the higher class are 
adherents of the Established Church, while the great bulk of the lower are attached to the 
Free Church, has not tended to diminish. The decrease in the numbers of the tacksmen, 
consequent upon the accumulation of the old moderately sized farms into a few large holdings, 
is of itself an evil of no small amount; for these tacksmen, having much in common with 
the people in regard to feelings and associations, yet, being elevated above them in wealth 
and intelligence, and at the same time enjoying their affectionate respect, the great diminu- 
tion in their numbers could not be otherwise than injurious to the people amongst whom 
they resided, and to whom they afforded encouragement, information, and support. 

The distance between the crofter and the tacksman of the present day, is one which no 
energy on the part of the former can enable him to overcome. This tends to repress his 
energy and industry, whereas, if there were a regular gradation in the size of farme, an in- 
dustrious and frugal man might hope gradually to ascend from the smaller to the larger 
holding. I consider the multiplicity of crofts, 80 small as not to afford their occupants suffi- 
cient employment and subsistence for themselves and families, as one great cause of the 
evils from which the people are suffering; and I consider the want of a sufficient number of 
holdings of medium size (say from £15 to £100 of annual rent) as another source of evil. 

I am of opinion that the want of leases has also tended to cramp the energies of the small 
tenants, more, however, from the indeterminate character, than from the insecurity of the 
tenure, for in the greater part of Skye the removals have neither been frequent nor harsh. 
Tam not prepared to say what might be the most advantageous duration to fix for such 
leases, but am satisfied that even leases for ten. years only would remove many of the evils 
attendant upon the present system. To give full scope to the industry and enterprise of 
tenants, [ think it not more important that they should be secured in their holdings for a 
given time, than that they should be made sensible that, at the expiration of that time, their 
right terminates. On estates where leases to small tenants are not now given, I should not 
recommend that they should be granted indiscriminately or simultaneously ; nor, where the 
existing holdings are of an unsatisfactory character, that the proprietor should, by pre- 
maturely granting leases, preclude himself from making a more beneficial arrangement of 
the holdings on his estate. 

I am of opinion that many of the crofts which are now insufficient for the support of the 
occupant, might, by remunerative improvements in draining, trenching, and enclosing, be 
made sufficient for that purpose. I am unable to state with accuracy what returns the small 
tenants or crofters generally obtain for the seed sown and potatoes planted; but, from the 
inquiries which I have made, my impression is that, on the crofters’ lands, the return of oats, 
upon an average, is little above three seeds, and the return from potatoes (in the absence of 
the potato disease), from ten to twelve. 

In the early part of last year a good deal was done in improving crofters’ lands, by drain- 
ing under the drainage acts. The work was performed by the crofters themselves, who 
thus had the benefit of the employment ; and I understand they are charged the whole 64 
per cent. upon the outlay. The crops of last harvest have of course benefited only partially 

y the improvement, but I have every reason to believe that the crofters are fully satisfied 


that the additional sum which they have to pay, is more than compensated by the increased 


produce of the land. 

I am quite satisfied that the Island of Skye might, under improved arrangements, and by 
the remunerative application of capital to land improvement, be made fapable of supporting 
a much larger population than it can maintain at present, irrespective of the potato crop ; 
and Jam not convinced that it might not even maintain a population equally large with 
that which it at present contains, were that population in a condition of natural and ordinary 
soundness ; but taking into account the existing arrangements of the country, the precarious 
prospects of potato growing, the extreme poverty of the great mass of the people, which 
would in a great measure preclude them from availing themselves of improved arrange- 
ments, the embarrassed position of the principal landed proprietors, and various other con- 
siderations, I am reluctantly driven to the conclusion, that a considerable emigration ia 
indispensable to restore the people of Skye to the condition of a self-supporting population, 
and that it would not be safe to trust to any system of amelioration, unaided by the allevia- 
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tion of the burden which emigration would afford. I am not prepared to say to what 
extent it would be necessary or desirable that the emigration should be carried, as that 
would depend upon the nature, extent, and success of the measures of amelioration to be 
pursued at home ; for the emigration of a part of the population is not more necessary than 
the amelioration of the condition of those who remain. For the latter purpose, I think it 
desirable that, so far as practicable, every difficulty should be removed, and every encourage- 
ment and facility given, to the affording the utmost extent of remunerative employment for 
the people in the improvement of land. The people have not the means of emigrating ; but, 
were those means afforded to them, I believe they would voluntarily avail themselves of 
them, to an extent sufficient to lighten very materially the burden of the existing super- 
abundance of population. There are, I believe, 10,000 acres of arable land in the occupation 
of the small tenants, the produce of which might be increased to the extent of at least one 
third, by draining, trenching, and enclosing. I have no doubt that this increased produce 
would enable them to pay a fair per centage on the capital invested in effecting the improve- 
ment, while the results of the improvement would better permanently the condition of the 
occupants, and the employment afforded in effecting them, involving probably an outlay of 
upwards of £60,000, extending over a course of years, would be a means of present relief. 
The increase (enlargement) of insufficient holdings is very desirable, but where that increase 
is effected by adding to the territorial limits of the original holding, it involves the necessity 
of an enlarged stock, increased labour in cultivation, and a greater expense in seed, which 
would be attended by an expenditure which many of the present poor tenants cannot under- 
take; but by the improvement of existing crofts, the benefits of a corresponding enlarge- 
ment of limits is secured in the increased production, without involving the expenditure 
just referred to. Though improvement of the lands already in cultivation, and held by the 
small tenants, is that which is most desirable, yet it is also much to be desired that employ- 
ment should be afforded in the reclamation of waste lands, and in the improvement of the 
arable land in the hands of proprietors and large tenants. As, however, the nature of the 
climate and some other circumstances in Skye, render the prosecution of agriculture leag 
advantageous there than it is in the more favoured parts of Scotland, it is not probable that 
much will be done in the way of land improvement upon the large farms, without some special 
encouragement beyond the facilities afforded by the drainage acts. Considering emigration 
and extensive land improvement to be both essential to the replacing of the population of 
Skye upon a self-supporting footing, and believing that neither the people nor the proprietors 
have the means of carrying either into operation without public aid, ‘ hope that aid may 
not be withheld ; and that, as a means of facilitating and encouraging the land improvement, 
advances on the principle of the drainage act may be made to proprietors and tenants in 
Skye, at a lower rate of annual interest and repayment than has been deemed reasonable in 
the case of landed proprietors in more favoured parts of the kingdom. 


(Signed) T. FRASER. 





At PorTREE, Monday, 3d March 1851. 
Rev. Alexander Adams, being interrogated, replied :— 


~ Iam minister of the United Presbyterian Congregation in Portree, and I have been so 
since 1842. I have had much intercourse with the people generally, but chiefly with those 
in the parish of Portree. I am of opinion that there has been a general progressive deterio 
ration in the material condition of the people since 1847. Iam of opinion that the eleemosy- 
nary relief which has been afforded within the last four years, although it has relieved 
distress and averted starvation, has had a prejudicial effect on the industry of the people. 
I am of opinion that the test was so stringent, that no one who could maintain himself by 
ordinary employment, would accept relief on the terms on which it was offered. I have no 
reason, from my own observation, to doubt that such was the case. I have had occasion to 
distribute seed-corn to crofters in this vicinity, on the promise that it should be repaid from 
the produce, and I have found on inquiry, that the return from this seed was from three to 
four times the quantity sown. The small cottars about Portree derive but a small part of 
their annual subsistence from their patches of land. The greater part of their food is derived 
from fishing, gathering shell-fish, and the wages of such small jobs as they can get to do, and 
these are rare. I am not so familiar with the circumstances of the persons residing in the 
interior of the island. The Sa a of Sconser I frequently meet, and have occasionally 
relieved. They are in a state of great destitution. It is my opinion that the people of 
Sconser are in a state of as great destitution as any in this neighbourhood. They are small 
crofters—but I cannot state accurately the amount of their rents. I believe, however, that 
the crofts are very small. ‘They are in a situation favourable for fishing in boats, but not 
from the shore. Their boats are so small that they can venture out to sea only in fine 
weather. They have been in a destitute condition ever since the failure of the potatoes, 
and I have afforded them relief to some extent, during the last four years, from funds placed 
at my disposal. They are not members of my congregation. Iam aware that a considerable 
number of able-bodied young men have, within the last month, gone south in quest of work. 
I am of opinion that a smaller number are going south for work this year than for the last 
‘two years. I attribute this to their want of clothes and shoes, as well as the want of means 
to pay their passage, which were formerly provided by the relief committee. While that 
aid was given, they went in great numbers, and I am of opinion that if similar sid could now 
‘be afforded, many would go who will otherwise be unable to leave the island. I am of 
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a and providing the fishermen with Boate and other means of following their occupation. I as 
ti. would also encourage the young men to go to the south for work, and facilitate their doing Rev. Alex. Adams, 
aor so. Iam of opinion that it would be desirable to afford facilities for emigration to such as = 3 March 1851. 
Lek may be disposed to take advantage of them, and I have reason to believe that there are a 
a number of persons in Skye who would readily emigrate if they could find the means. 
i: | (Signed) ALEX, ADAM. 


ies : Exrracts from communication from the Rev. Mr ADAy, in regard to Sabbath Schools 
ial under his superintendence. 


crn There are two Sabbath schools (in Portree). One meets thrice a-week—oh Sabbath, 
ae Monday, and Wednesday evenings. This class has been meeting regularly since its com- 


a mencement in the spring of 1842. At first all the readings and examinations were conducted 
ath, chiefly in Gaelic, but for the last eighteen months, all the exercises have been in English. 
diets There is a Gaelic class every Friday evening, for mothers and their children, kept in one 
eo of their own black houses. Those mothers who, four years ago, knew not the A B C, have | 


muh learned in this class to read the word of God. The children are beginners, and cannot yet 
a ee read. 





ie Rev. Duncan Stewart M‘Eachern, being interrogated, replied :— 


one . [am minister of the Free Church congregation of the parish of Portree, and I have been Rev. Mr M‘Eachern. 


coe so for upwards of a year, but I have resided here for two years and a-half. I have 
sts reason to think that the people of Sconser are in great destitution. Ten men from thence 
ee came to Portree on Thursday last, who declared that they had tasted no food that day, and 
Otis that they had left none in their houses. This statement was confirmed by their neighbours, 
eis but I did not send any one to make a personal inspection. They were relieved to the 
nee extent of a stone of meal each, and three-halfpence to buy bread. In the Braes, I believe 
Bec the condition of the people to be nearly the same as at this time last year, but I have not 
Te yet visited them. I rely upon the information of persons, whose testimony I have no reason 
ae to doubt, when I state that a considerable number have not food which will last them beyond 
ae five weeks. These persons are cottars, and crofters paying £5 rent and under. The crofters 
sit: have generally two cows and some sheep. The crofters on a neighbouring farm who pay 

£10 of rent, are in much better circumstances. The crofters were in the habit of dividing 
sth their crofts with members of the family, who married, and with other relatives, and the 


consequence is, that even on £5 crofts, there are sometimes as many as three families, 
The number of persons, therefore, whose names are in the rent roll as occupying crofts at 
£5 rent, does not represent the number of persons actually living upon the croft, and culti- 
vating part of it for their own use. I am of opinion that although the eleemosynary relief 
afforded during the last four years, has averted much misery and even death, it has had a 
prejudicial effect upon the character of the people. It has led them to depend upon the aid 
Were of others rather than upon their own exertions, and has so broken the spirit of independence 
wif amongst them, that even those who are not in want, would gladly accept aid if they could 
pet it. I ought to state, however, that not having known the people here before the desti- 
out tution commenced in 1846, I am unable, from my own knowledge, to assert that this 
character in the people has been produced entirely by the eleemosynary aid. I am of opinion 
that one of the means of extricating the people from their present difficulties, would be to 
enlarge their holdings of land. My observation of the different classes of crofters, leads me 
to infer that to enable them to subsist in any kind of comfort, the crofts should not be less 
than such as are now let for £10, and that they ought to have leases. Some of the crofters 
in the Braes are themselves of opinion that, with such a croft as is now let for £6, and what 
they can make by fishing, they could maintain a family. Iam of opinion that it would be 
necessary to the permanent well-being of the crofters, that an end should be put to the sub- 


division of crofts. (Signed) DUNCAN S. M‘EACHERN., 


INFORMATION communicated by Mr M‘EacneErv, in regard to number of crofts and families 
on some farms visited by him. 


1. Beinchoran.—22 families on this farm. Number of individuals in these, 113. Six 
have whole crofts, six have half crofts; one has a three quarter lot; one has a quarter lot ; 
one has two thirds; one has one third; five have no lands. 

Number at and above 8 years who cannot read, 50. Number who can, 30. I am informed 
rae a croft on this farm pays from £4 to £5 of annual rent, and keeps four cows, and some 
Bheep. 

2. Balmeanach.—23 Families on this farm—visited them all. Number of individuals, 113. 
Two have whole crofts; eight have half crofts; one has one fourth; one has three fourths ; 
two have two thirds; two have one third; seven have no lands. Not quite sure about two 
of these seven, whether they have lands or not. _ 
| _ Number at and above 8 years of age, who cannot read, 51. Number who can, 36. Iam 
i! mformed that a croft on this farm pays from £9 to £10 of annual rent, and keeps four or 
o $ve cows and sheep. | 7 ne : 
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3. Achnahanaid.—Visited 16 families on this farm. Number of individuals in them, 77, 
Two have whole crofts ; two have half crofts; three have one third; one has two thirds; 
one has one fourth; two have three fourths; five have no lands. 

Number at and above 8 years of age, who cannot read, 39. Number who can, 19. I am 
apis a croft on this farm pays from £5 to £6 of annual rent, and keeps four cows, and 
some sheep. 

4. Camustinavaig.—Visited 20 families on this farm. Number of individuals in them, 102. 
Eight have whole crofts; three have half crofts; one has a third ; two have amall patches 
of land, and six have no lands. 

Number at and above 8 years of age, who cannot read, 51. Number who ean, 29. Iam 
informed that a croft on this farm pays from £9 to £11 of annual rent, and keeps five cows 
and some sheep. 





Rasay, Wednesday, 5th March 1851. 
George Rainy, Esq., being interrogated replied :— 


I am proprietor of the islands of Rasay and Rona, in the parish of Portree, and I have 
been so since Whitsunday, 1846. The population upon the property is ey somewhat 
less than a thousand. I hand in a statement, which, together with the schedule I have filled 
up, contains such information as I have to offer on the condition of this property, and on 
some matters relating to the state of the population in Skye and the neighbouring districts. 

GEO. RAINY. 


Notes Respecting the Condition of the Property of Rasay, and Places Connected with it, 
and the State and Prospects of the People thereon. 


The principal island in this property is about fourteen miles in length, with a breadth 
varying from three and a fourth to three and a half miles. 

The island of Rona, about five miles in length, is almost entirely composed of masses of 
bare rock. 

In the year 1842, a survey was made for the late proprietor, by a land-agent and sur- 
veyor, with a view to a sale. 

The estimate then made of the entire extent then in arable cultivation, or which had been 
at any former time in cultivation, was 1266 acres. 

The larger portion of the arable land is situated at and above an elevation of 300 to 
400 feet above the sea level,—much of it on steep declivities on the side of hills,—and but a 
small proportion tolerably level. 

The size of the crofts or lots of the small tenants, vary from three and a half to five and 
six acres, with a right to a common hill pasture. 

A correct enumeration of the population was taken in December 1847, at which time it 
was found to amount to nearly 1100,—-since then a few families, chiefly of the better condi- 
tioned, have left, aes: some of the larger tenants whose leases had expired, or who had 
become bankrupt. “fi! a list taken about a year ago, it appeared that the births for the pre- 
vious three years had been in the proportion of three to one of the deaths. 

It is probable that the present entire population may be somewhat under 1000. 

There are 104 families of crofters or small tenants, and sixty-five households of cottars, or 
squatters holding no land from the proprietor. There are numerous instances of families of 
nine, ten, eleven, and twelve individuals. 


It does not vive that at any time the population of this place drew their entire subsist- 
ence from the land. It seems impossible that they could. Before 1846, the chief means 
of livelihood of such as had lands, were potatoes,—the occasional sale of whatever over stock 
they reared of the small breed of Highland cattle,—supplemented by the proceeds of fish- 
ing, and by the earnings sometimes of the effective members of a family, during a periodi- 
al migration, in summer and autumn, to the Lowlands. 

Since 1845, two of these sources of livelihood (being those connected with the land) have 
failed, and that simultaneously,—potatoes and the sale of cattle. 

The effects of the successive blights of the potato crops have been fully recognised. Equal 
attention has not been given to the influence which the enormous depreciation in the price 
of the small Highland cattle has had on the circumstances of the small tenants who de- 
pended fully more on that resource, than on their potato crops. Heretofore, with the pro- 
ceeds of one, two, or three beasts sold at the cattle fairs, the small tenant was able not ony 
to pay his rent, but often to realise a considerable surplus available for the purchase of m 
That state of things exists no longer. A Highland beast, which five or six years ago would 
have readily brought £7 to £8 at the district cattle fairs, will not now sell for £3,—or it 
would perhaps be more correct to say that the small breed of Highland cattle, the derbi: 
of which alone is adapted to the circumstances of crofters, are now (in the condition in whic 
they are brought to market), next to valueless. 

his unquestionable fact appears to lie at the bottom of the great part of the distress now 
existing. 
| The small Highland cattle are entirely out of favour with the graziers and butchers, who, it 
is said, eupply the demands more profitably by the improved methods of stall-feeding the 
younger portions of the larger and heavier breeds of the south,—and the depreciation may 
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be further accounted for, not only by the increasing importation ‘of foreign cattle, bred 
within easy reach of the principal British markets, and brought thither at a small compara- 
tive cost to what attaches to driving cattle from these remote and often unapproachable is- 
lands,—but still more by the influence of the alteration of the corn laws in causing the ex- 
tension of permanent grazing and pasture lands, in place of growing corn. 


It may be estimated, as matters are now circumstanced, taking the entire population of this 
property, cottars as well as small tenants (the former often hiring pieces of land from the lat- 
ter for cropping, although all such subletting is strictly prohibited), that the produce of the 
soil, including any possible sale of cattle, cannot yield a maintenance for the people for more 
than three months of the year. 


It has been asserted with much confidence and positiveness (not, however, by any parties 
who can appeal to the results of their own experience in these islands in confirmation of their 
speculative opinion), that an improved system and higher agricultural skill applied to the land 
and employed in draining, trenching, fencing, and manuring, and other appliances, would en- 
tirely change the face of things, and afford the means of comfortably subsisting the pre- 
sent population on the land, where they are located. 

The suggestion of any such project as applicable to this property, circumstanced as it has 

been described, would be simply absurd. The ground is fit only for pasture, and for raising 
as much green crop as will suffice for the winter keep of the stock. But even as applicable 
to places where, as in Skye, there are large tracts of soil scarcely excelled for depth and natu- 
ral fertility, in any part of the kmgdom, the project seems to have been advanced without a 
due consideration of the obstacles to its success. Presuming that it is proposed to grow grain 
crops for subsisting the present population,—the first and most insuperable obstacle is climate. 
Seasons no doubt vary; but it will scarcely be controverted by any one who has resided for 
years in these regions,—winter as well as summer—that in three out of every five seasons, 
the springs are wet—the summers cold—and the harvests abounding with drenching tem- 
pew of rain. Referring to cases where the land has been thoroughly drained, as on many 
arge farms, it often happens that from the long continued and heavy drenching rain of 
winter, the land is too wet for the plough till after the middle of March, but it is chiefly 
in harvest that the principal danger to corn crops arises, particularly on slopes and ex- 
posed places, from the effects of the tempests of wind and rain, in shaking and lodging the 
corn, in its late ripening, and the great uncertainty of drying and securing it in any toler- 
able condition when cut. From these causes, a large portion of the crops in this island and 
in Skye, were destroyed last autumn. An instance may be given of an eight-acre field on 
the home-farm of this estate, situated in a comparatively sheltered place, which had been 
thoroughly drained and trenched three years ago, remaining fallow one season, afterwards 
well limed and manured, and sown with turnips in summer 1849, of which it gave an excel- 
lent crop, chiefly eaten off by sheep, and afterwards sown with oats and grass seeds. It 
was the end of November last, before the remnant of the crop could be got in, much having 
been destroyed by the constant rains. 

During the last three years a good deal of land has been trenched here; but, from the 
observations made, it seems very doubtful whether such work should be at all attempted in 
winter here, as it is melancholy to see the finer and hetter portions of the loosened and 
turned-up soil washed away to the sea; and wherever there is the slightest slope or inclina- 
tion, the surface soil is carried down to the lower parts of the field. 

The peculiarity of this climate (describing its average state) is the long continuance and 
frequent extreme violence of the tempests of wind and rain between September and 
February. The soil and climate are well adapted for turnip and other green crop; but 
while meal can be bought at Banff at from 12s. 6d. to 14s. the boll, it would appear to be a 
preposterous misapplication and waste of capital (if to be had), as well as of labour and skill, 
to attempt the extensive raising of grain crops in this climate. In the best times these 
districts have always imported meal, paying for it by exporting cattle and sheep, the natural 
products adapted to this place. But supposing the capabilities of the soil and climate were 
all that could be desired, and that land could Fe ot, it may be asked, Where is the capital 
to be got—the means and resources—to enable the smaller crofter to go to work, beyond 
delving a small patch of ground for potatoes ? 

The hypothesis of improved crofts assumes necessarily a considerable outlay in draining, 
trenching, fencing, and manuring,—not to mention the cost of cattle or other stock,—of 
implements, and the cost of at least a year’s subsistence of the tenant’s family while waiting 
for the expected returns. The aggregate of these values would probably startle the hardiest 
projector; and, if justice is not to be disregarded, the owner of the soil should be entitled to 
claim at least an equal amount of rent for his land, so employed, as he could obtain for it by 
any other means. Much more might be added to the same effect,—as, for instance, the want 
of a near market for any surplus agricultural or dairy produce; the great distance of any 
available market, such as Glasgow; and the almost entire exclusion from it during the winter 
months. But the futility of the scheme, as applied to a redundant population without 
material resources, untrained to persevering agricultural industry, of amphibious habits of 
alternate land and sea employment, is so manifest, that its further consideration may be 
dismissed, till at least its abettors shall have demonstrated, by the results of experience in 
these localities, and as applied to any considerable portion of the present population, its 
successful accomplishment. 


The present apathetic state of the greater part of the people of these districts affords a 
melancholy instance of the injurious consequences of a system of eleemosynary aid, in under- 
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mining every feeling of independence, and any disposition to exertion. Accustomed for four 
successive years to a renewal of aid from a public fund, although told that each year was 
likely to be the last of being so helped, they have come to depend on it; and now that it 
has ceased in right earnest, they can scarcely be brought to believe that it is so, but enter- 
tain a confident belief that they will and must be helped from some quarter; and, conse. 
quently, a great number, who would otherwise have long ago made personal exertions to 
provide, in some way, for their families, now lounge about in listless idleness,—their moral 
and physical energies alike paralysed,—still confidently expecting that aid will arrive from 
government, or some other public source. 

It is somewhat remarkable that, although heretofore—that is, before 1845—there was an 
occasional regular stream of emigration from these districts, there is now scarcely such 3 
thing. It is not merely that many have not the means (which is unfortunately true), but 
they have no desire, even if the means were supplied; and, as already mentioned, they have 
a strong impression that they will and must be provided for where they now are,—a delusion 
which, if not speedily dispelled, may lead to very disastrous consequences. But, at same 
time, it must be noticed that, although there is no emigration of families, it often happens 
that the more industrious and enterprising of the young men, who resort to the south for 
work, often remain and settle there; thus at once escaping from the precarious and low 
mode of living in their native place, and from the necessity of contributing to the support 
of a numerous and often destitute family, and leaving the dregs of the population to 
accumulate and struggle at home. 


Very much of the destitution and poverty now existing here is evidently the result of 
reckless, improvident, and early marriages, entered into without the slightest forethought of 
future consequences. Having the names of every individual on the property arranged in 
families, in the census taken in December 1847, I have the means of more accurately 
estimating and tracing the effects of this unfortunate usage. It is disheartening to find that 
the propensity and eagerness to contract marriages is in the direct proportion to the poverty 
and recklessness of the parties; while there are not a few instances of the plodding indus- 
trious labourer, who is known to be in circumstances well able to support a family, declining 
to enter into that engagement. 

The consequence of this reckless propensity 1s, that, in a very few years, the man who 
married, trusting to chance, finding himself burdened with several helpless children, soon 
sinks into apathy and utter indifference, losing all energy and spirit of enterprise, content- 
ing himself with scrambling to supply the physical wants of the moment, and having no 
concern or forethought for the future. Hence the propagation and increase of a race, de- 
pressed physically and morally, to a very low place in the scale of social existence. Very 
serious evils of other kinds also result from frequent intermarriages, continued through 
generations, In a population consisting of the same families, cooped up within narrow insular 
precincts ; scrofula and idiocy, and a sort of half idiocy, become prevalent. 

To say that industrial, moral, and religious training will remedy this state of things, is 
to overlook the appalling urgency and pressure of the existing evils. Experience does not 
prove that a population so depressed, and gradually sinking lower, the most enterprising 
and efficient elements of which are continually detaching themselves from participation in 
such misery, to improve their condition elsewhere, can be elevated in their social state in 
the course of a few generations, even if the means of efiecting such improvement were at- 
tainable, which they are not. 

It is due to the people, however, to say that, taking them as a whole, they are peaceable, 
orderly, and singularly patient in enduring hardships and privations. 


By the statements now submitted, it will be seen that the expenditure incurred by the 
proprietor of the place, in work and otherwise, for the support of the people (in addition 
to the large sum expended by the destitution committee for the same purpose, and during 
the same period), considerably exceeds L.1000 year. Besides absorbing whatever reve- 
nues have been realised, it has taken an additional advance of money from the proprietor, 
about equal to the entire revenues. 

To the proprietor, it might be some alleviation of the evil, if outlays on the Jand were in 
any reasonable degree remunerative ; but beyond the improving a sufficient portion of land 
for green crops for the sheep in winter, such outlays are unproductive, and give scarcely 
any return. This is more particularly applicable to this property, on which there is very 
little scope for agricultural outlay, beyond sheep-drains, and some turnip-land ; hence about 
half the expenditure has been in making roads. 

It cannot be expected that such a sinking of funds can be continued. The resources of 
the proprietor do not admit of it, nor is the waste of capital compensated for by any im- 
provement in the state of the people. Their condition is worse, and their exigencies greater, 
than they were five years ago, when cattle still bore a tolerable price. At the same time, 
if the employment, by which a large portion of the people have hitherto chiefly subsisted, 
is discontinued, destitution must ensue. 

With regard to the size of crofts, the uniform experience on this property is against the 
possibility of enlarging them beyond an annual rent of L.6. There are probably not above 
six individuals, among the whole number of crofters in the island, that would be induced to 
take a lot beyond that value. A farm, held by two tenants in 1846 for L.24, has since had 
to be divided into lots of L.6 each; and although the proprietor was anxious to avoid such 
a subdivision, neither threats of refusing land on any other terms, nor encouragements, 
could induce the parties, although of the better conditioned and more industrious class, to 
take a greater value of land. The tendency is strongly in the opposite direction. They 
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a would very eagerly assume others into the joint occupancy of the smallest crofts, if allowed | Arpxnprx (A.) 
a to erect additional huts or cottages for their accommodation; and even now—although, by esa 
wa as - begs ge ae Examinations. 
be the condition of their tenures, every description of subletting is prohibited—they do clan- Coe. 
: = destinely hire out portions of their crofts to cottars who have no lands directly from the 
Wis proprietor. Mr George Rainy. 
a In general, as respects the larger number, all they seem to care for is to have a croft, or 5 March 1851. 


na patch of ground, however small, and a site on which to build a cottage. 





In regard to leases, the present proprietor found, on his assuming possession, that three 
ak groups of crofters held leases ; but, so far from observing any superiority in their industry, 
AE, or attention to their crofts, in the few cases alluded to, the security of their tenures seemed 
ae rather to prevent exertion ; and, with reference to the population of this place, the limita- 
te tion to a yearly tenure seems an essential stimulus to the requisite exertion. 

a No doubt, individual exceptions might be found, depending on superior personal character ; 
hig but, as the nature of the locality does not admit of giving allotments to any such parties (of 
Tae perhaps not more than three individuals in the whole island) separate from the mass of the 
cottars, their superior enterprise would avail them little. 
ay The giving of a lease would require a confidence in the personal character of the indi- 
Any vidual, founded on experience, and that, likewise, he should possess adequate means for 
at stocking and working his lot. Were outlays in agricultural improvements ot a remunerative 
nature in this place, and the proprietor had spare means, the preferable arrangement would 
- be for the proprietor to drain, trench, and inclose, employing the labour of the people, and 
aoe charging a proportionate additional per centage on the rent. 


“he Tyr 


muy Rasay, by Broadford, Isle of Skye, 

on 8th March 1851. 

rues Srr,—Herewith I beg leave to transmit statements relating to the further information 

cep you asked for from this property, viz.— 

ots A statement from my manager, Mr Anderson, of the expense of improving land here, 

qr and his estimate of the probable additional returns, that under favourable circumstances 
| might be expected. 

zr) Also, memorandum of the quantity of stock held by small tenants, paying under L.11 

ew rent. Along with which I beg to submit a few additional remarks on the topics touched on 

Boe in my former statement.—I have the honour to be, Sir, your most obedient servant, 

bre (Signed) GEO. RAINY. 

jue To Sir John M‘Neill, &c. §c. &c. 


ge ESTATE OF RASAY. 


th On the subject of leases to crofters and small tenants, I would beg to add the following 
| remark :— 

ye Why are leases to crofters urged ? 

ee! Chiefly because, by affording them the security of undisturbed tenure, and the consequent 

peice continued enjoyment of the fruits of their own labour, an inducement is supposed ,to be 

, presented for industrious exertions in improving the crofts, and bettering their own con- 

dition. 

But if the value of the outlay necessary to effect decisive and permanent improvements, 
in thorough draining, trenching, clearing, and inclosing, be taken at about L.20 an acre, 
rid: exclusive of liming and manuring, and in many places it cannot be taken at less, or what- 
ever its estimate may be, how can it be expected that the labourer, if even of industrious 
habits, should expend his labour, which is his capital, on the land, from the sole induce- 
nf 13 ment of the largely increased prospective but distant returns which he might contingently 
Le: look forward to? Had he realised means equivalent to the required outlay, the thing would 
is be conceivable. But without such means, his daily labour, beyond the small portion of it 
aa? annually required in cropping his ground in the ordinary way, is, or ought to be, the source 
ne of immediate subsistence to himself and his family, and it is unreasonable to suppose that 
he would or could sink the value of that labour for an indefinite number of years, in add- 
ine ing a permanent value to the soil. He could not subsist his family on the prospect of the 
we future and distant returns. Such improvements, if done at all in the case of the crofters, 
ie must be done by the proprietor. But if so, the argument for the expediency of leases to 
sist crofters falls to the ground. 
poh! Were such outlays likely to be remunerative to a proprietor, the expedient arrangements 

would evidently seem to be, that the proprietor should furnish or procure the requisite 
ge! funds, employing the crofters and others in doing the work, and charging an adequate ad- 
re ditional per centage on the crofter’s rent. 
at With regard to the stimulus which leases might supply, to the efficient working and 
i keeping in good condition of lands already improved, the remark formerly made will be 
ag found to apply pretty generally, at least in this place. The landlord’s power of control by 
” a yearly tenure, is more effectual than the security of leases. There are, no doubt, excep- 
tions dependent on individual character and enterprise. 


AppiTionaL MemMoRANDUM respecting size of Crofts. 


4 A confirmation of the remarks made on the former notes on this subject has occurred 
id within the last two days at this place. A person who held on lease (having eight years to 
ae run) a farm paying L.50, 18s. rent, has come to surrender it, being in arrears and unable 
to pay the rent. As it has been known for some time that it would happen, several per- 
iy sons have appues to take portions of it, all of them in good circumstances, and one in par- 
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ticular with at least L.100 of realised money ; but not one will take more than one-sixth, 
and there is no chance of letting it in any larger share. 


Cost or Improvine Lanp. 
See statement of Mr Thomas Anderson, annexed. 


QUANTITY oF STOCK OF CATTLE OF SMALL TENANTS. 
See ground officer’s statement of enumeration in 1849. 
(Signed) GEO. RAINY, 
Rasay, 8th March 1851. 
AVERAGE Cost of Trenching, Draining, Inclosing, and Clearing Ground per Acre,— 
Subsoil Sandy Clay, mixed with Gravel and Stones, but Free of Rock :— 
Trenching: Drainin Clearing and Incl Tot, Expense 
a g- earing an osing. per Acre, 
No. of Acres, . I. Depth of Drains, 3 feet. . 
No. of Falls, - 160. Distance between Drains, 18 feet. oe Tanda of ea 00 
Depth of Trenching, 16 in. No. of Falls per Acre, 134, En loan : with Stone . L.20 19 0 
Cost per Fall, . —. -L.0 1 0 Cost per Fallof6yds,L.0 1 0/""hecee 5 5 0 


Total Cost of Trenching, 8 0 0/ Total Cost of Draining, 6 14 0 | 


Taking an average of the ground, thorough draining, trenching, clearing and inclosing 
with stone fences, costs about L.21 sterling per acre. 

Ground so improved, if properly manured, may be reckoned on to give an additional 
return in quantity, beyond what it would give in its original state, of two-thirds, or in other 
words, five to three more, if the season were such as to ripen the corn grown on it, and to 
have it secured before the autumnal storms set In. 

Hard till subsoil, and where the ground is rocky or abounding with large boulders, which 
is the character of much of the soil here, will cost considerably more. 

(Signed) THOMAS ANDERSON 


‘Rasay, 8th March 1851. 


The number of head of cattle possessed by small tenants on the estate of Rasay, paying 
under L.11 rent, was in 1849—322 cows, 80 heifers, 109 stirks. 
The number has increased since, as very few cattle have been sold off. 
All the tenants have each a few sheep, but no reckonings were made of the sheep. 
(Signed) D. CAMPBELL, Ground-Offcer. 


Rasay 8th March 1851. 





PARISH OF KILMOUIR. 
At Kitmuir Inn, the 25th day of February 1851. 


A meeting of the Parochial Board of Kilmuir was convened for the purpose of meeting Sir 
John M‘Neill, Chairman of the Board of Supervision, specially appointed to institute 
inquiries into the state of the destitution in the Highlands,— 

Present—Dr Martin, tacksman of Monkstadt ; Rev. John Maciver, minister of the parish ; 
and Mr Alexander Matheson, tenant, Feaul.—Dr Martin was appointed Chairman. 

Sir John M‘Neill submitted the following queries to the board, to which he required 
specific answers :— 

Q. 1. Are there, at this date, in the parish persons suffering from want, who are not, by 
the existing law, entitled to demand relief, and who cannot find employment whereby they 
might obtain means of subsistence? and if so, what may be their number ? 

A. There are some who are not, by the existing law, entitled to relief; but their number 
the board is not prepared to specify. | 
-  Q.2. Is there good reason to believe that the number of such persons will increase as the 
season advances? and ifso, what is the greatest number of persons that will probably be 
suffering from want at any one time before next harvest, notwithstanding every exertion 
they can possibly make to procure the means of subsistence? _ 

A. They are likely to increase. The number of families in the parish not holding lands 
is 180, and it is the opinion of the board that the greater part of that number must soon be 
without the means of subsistence. Moreover, it is the opinion of the board that many of 
the ratepayers will soon be without the means of subsistence. 

Q. 3. What measures have been taken, or are proposed to be taken, by the parochial 
board, with a view to provide for such emergency ? 

A. The inspector has been authorised to grant temporary relief to such persons as he 
may be convinced are in extreme want, though not by law entitled to demand relief. 
The members of the board are of opinion that the means at their command, and the local 


resources, cannot long continue to overtake the emergency. 
(Signed) D. MARTIN, Chairman. 


I hereby certify that the above is a true copy. J. G. CLOW, Inspector. 
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Rev. John Maciver, minister of Kilmuir; Dr Martin, tacksman, Monkstadt; Mr M‘Kinnon, 
tacksman, Duntulm; and Mr Matheson, tenant, being interrogated, replied :— 


We understand by the term (in the first of the queries submitted to the parochial board 
by Sir John M‘Neill), “suffering from want,” persons who, having no means of subsistence 
of their own, are now maintained by relief, to which they are not by law entitled, from the 

arochial funds, or on private charity. 

Mr Alexander Matheson stated that during the last year there were on the relief lists of 
the committee several crofters paying from £4 to £5 rent; that these persons had grass for 
four cows, but had not two remaining. 

Dr Martin stated that he had found it necessary in some cases to deviate from the rule of 
the committee, which excluded persons having two cows, and to afford relief to persons 
having four cows, who were, nevertheless, in danger of suffering from want. 

We consider the condition of this parish more unfavourable than that of any other parish 
in Skye in these respects,—that the proportion of cottars, who have no land, to the tenants 
holding land, is greater than in the other parishes; and that the failure of the potato was 
more complete here. 

Mr M‘Kinnon stated that, from his own experience, he estimated the deficiency of last 
year’s crop, a8 compared with that of the previous year, as in the proportion of about six to 
eight ; but that his crop was well secured before the rain came on, to which the crofters’ 
crops he exposed. On his own farm hitherto, oats return, on an average of years, about 
five seeds. 

It was the general opinion that the crofters obtained on an average a return of about two 
and a half seeds. 

We are of opinion that no man could maintain his family, and pay a reasonable rent, on 
a smaller croft than such as are now let at from £12 to £15. 

We are of opinion that to enable a man to undertake a croft of from £12 to £15, and to 
reap his first crop free from debt, would require a capital of not less than £97; and we do 
not believe that, of persons not already in possession of such crofts, there is more than one, 
so far as we know, in the parish possessed of that capital. 

We are of opinion that it is quite impossible, by any application of the resources of this 
parish to agricultural improvement, or otherwise, to provide the means of permanent sub- 
sistence for the whole of the present population. 

We are of opinion that this parish cannot be made self-sustaining, unless from a fourth to 
a third of the population should be removed. 

We are of opinion that a considerable number of persons would now desire to emigrate if 
they could provide the means. 

We are of opinion that the eleemosynary aid afforded to the people, while it has relieved 
much misery, and saved lives, has had a prejudicial effect upon the moral character of the 
people; that it has taught them to rely more upon charity, and less upon their own exer- 
tions. We are aware, from our own experience and observation, that it has had the effect 
. mune many persons to resort to deceitful practices, for the purpose of participating in 

e relief. 

We are of opinion that a considerable number of the crofters, especially those paying £5 
and under, will be unable, by any exertion they can make, to maintain themselves and their 
families. We think that some of the cottars who have no land may, by the wages of labour 
in other parts of the country, succeed in providing the means of subsistence ; but that such 
of the small crofters as have only one able-bodied person in the family, from being obliged 
to remain till their crofts are tilled in the spring, will be in a worse condition than the more 
efficient of the cottars. 

We are of opinion that an able-bodied efficient man, so far from being benefited by a 
small croft, might be expected to be more prosperous if he relied entirely on the wages of 
labour, and had not his time divided between attention to his croft and his earnings by 
ples An inefficient cottar is of course worse off than an inefficient crofter paying under 

rent. 

In answering the second query, it would be right to insert a qualification in respect to the 
number of cottars who may be regarded as likely to suffer from want as the season advances, 
—We are of opinion that there are amongst them some in whose families there are efficient 
members, by whose wages they may be rescued from want. 

(Signed) DON. MARTIN. JOHN MACIVER. 
| J. M‘KINNON. ALEX. MATHESON. 





PARISH OF SNIZORT. 


In a meeting of the Parochial Board of the parish of Snizort, held this 26th day of February 
1851, in the Schoolhouse, Rensabyre, specially called for the purpose of meeting Sir 
John M‘Neill, Chairman of the Board of Supervision,— 

_ Present—Rev. Angus Martin; Alexander Gray, Esq.; Donald M‘Leod, Esq.; Mr Mar- 
tin Martin; Mr A. Stewart; Mr W. M‘Donald; and Mr John M‘Leod.—Mr Martin was 
appointed chairman of the meeting. 

Q. 1. Are there at this date, in the parish of Snizort, persons not, by the existing law, 


Arrenpix (A.) 





Examinations. 
SKYE. 


Rev. J. Maciver,Dr 
Martin, Mr M‘Kin- 
non, and Mr Ma- 
theson. 

26 Feb. 1851. 


Minute of Parochial 
Board of Snizort. 
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Arrenvix (A.) entitled to demand relief, who are suffering from want to such an extent as to endanger 


Examinations,  bealth or life, notwithstanding every effort they can make to obtain the means of subsistence, 
Sxye. and all the aid they are receiving from any quarter or source ? 


Minute of Parochial 
Board of Snizort. 
26 February 1851. 


Mr Don. Mackenzie. 


A. Answered in the negative. 
Q. 2. Is there good reason to believe that there will be such persons as the season ad- 


vances? and if so, what is the greatest number of persons that will probably be suffering 
from want at any one time before next harvest, notwithstanding every exertion they can 
possibly make to procure the means of subsistence ? 


A. The board is satisfied that there will be a considerable number, but the precise number 


cannot be condescended upon. 


Q. 3. What measures have been taken, or are proposed to be taken, by the parochial 


board, with a view to provide for such emergency ? 


A. In case of urgent distress, the inspector has been authorised to afford temporary relief 


to persons not entitled to it by law, and he is acting upon that authority. 


Extracted from the minutes by 
ALEX. MKENZIE, Inspector, 





At PorTREE, 24th February 1851. 
Mr Donald Mackenzie, being interrogated, replied :— 


I am a writer in Portree, and Procurator-Fiscal for the Skye District of Inverness. I 
have resided there for sixteen years, during which time I have been Procurator-Fiscal. I 
am a native of Inverness. I am of opinion that since the commencement of the distress in 
1846, there has been no remarkable increase of crime in the District, till within the last 
year, when crimes against property have sensibly increased. I will furnish a statement of 
the crimes in the district from 1844. My impression is, that the relief afforded by the 
destitution fund, has not been favourable in its influence on the moral character of the 
people. I think it has had the effect of teaching them to look too much to charity, and 
to relax their own exertions. I have occasion to know that many misrepresented their 
real condition for the purpose of participating in the relief. I have occasion to know 
that the people generally, on the property of Skeabost, of which I have charge, are much 
reduced in their circumstances since 1846. This deterioration in their circumstances has, 
I think, been going on progressively from year to year, since the failure of the potato 
crop. The property of Skeabost, after having been some years in trust, has been sequestrated, 
and is now for sale. It has frequently been put up for sale by auction, but hitherto no 
offer whatever has been made for it. The upset price was, however, above £30,000. I 
shall fill up the schedule which will be sent tome. There are upon the property, 224 
families holding lands, and perhaps 20 families who do not hold land from the proprietor, 
besides paupers. The property was valued by a surveyor in 1844, when it appeared that 
the number of acres actually in tillage, was about 950, and about 200 acres improveable. 
I shall probably be able to inform you of how many acres the whole property consists. 
There is one tenant paying £80—one £37—one £30—one £20, and one £14—all the rest 
are at rents not exceeding £8, 8s. A tenant paying £8, 8s., will have four cows and some 
followers, and probably a dozen of sheep, and from six to seven acres of arable land. I 
have had charge of the Skeabost property since 1844. A great proportion of the tenants 
were in poor circumstances when they settled on the property, in the time of the late 
proprietor, Mr M‘Donald, who received tenants from all quarters; and, being originally 
without capital, they have never prospered. The late proprietor imagined that by settling them 
on the land, he would induce them to improve it, and thus better their circumstances and 
his own; but the experiment was unsuccessful—little land was improved, and the tenants 
never acquired the means necessary to do justice to their farms. When I took charge of 
the property the rental, according to the rent roll, was £ , and the arrear, 
£2304, 1s. 9d. The majority, even at that time, were in depressed circumstances, and have 
in fact never been prosperous. I attribute the unprosperous condition of most of the 
tenants to the smallness of their holdings—their want of capital, and their high rents. I 
reduced their rents at Whitsunday last, and the rental is now, according to the roll, 
£1253, 188. 8d. In 1845, about two-thirds of the rents were recovered. Since that year, 
I have been unable to recover one-half. I have rarely resorted to sequestration for 
recovery of rent—not more than half-a-dozen cases in a year—as examples. The stock 
of the people is, however, materially diminished. They have been selling stock to pay that 
portion of the rent which I have received, and to maintain themselves. Having char 
of the roads, I am able to give employment to from 30 to 40 persons, for a considerable 
part of the year, and have employed, exclusively, persons from the Skeabost property. The 
sum paid to these labourers for work on the roads, amounted to £ » from 
1844 to 1849,—and from that date to £ - I am of opinion, from my own 
experience and observation, that it would be impossible, out of the resources of the parish 
of Snizort, to provide employment which would afford the means of subsistence to the 
whole of the present population. I am quite certain that no amount of icultural 
improvement that is practicable, either by increased skill in the cultivators, or by increasing 
the extent of arable land, or both, would enable the Skeabost property to maintain the 
whole of its present population. I am of opinion that, to make the population on that 
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Sp roperty self-sustaining, and able to pay even a reduced rent, it would be necessary that at APP=Np1x (A.) 
ve feat one-third of the present inhabitants should remove elsewhere. jicamsnati 
° Ons. 
(Signed) DON. MACKENZIE. Sxys. 





=) = 
2s Note.—“ The arrears on the Skeabost property at Whitsunday 1844, was £2304, 1s. 9d. rd asthe 
- “sterling. The number of acres of which the property consists, is about 12,800,—of 

“which 980 are arable, and about 250 improveable or fit to be rendered arable—the rest 

“being hill pasture. The number of tenants is 249, and cottars, 52,—making the number 

«of families on the property, 301, and the population about 1400.”—Extracted from letter 

from Mr Mackenzie, of 14th March 1851. 
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ee DON. MACKENZIE, Procurator-Fiscal. 
a At Snizort, 26th February 1851. 
ie | Mr Martin Martin; Mr Donald M‘Leod; Mr Alexander Gray; Rev. Angus Martin; Mr 
Sees Archibald Stewart; Mr William Macdonald, and John M‘Leod, Members of the 
ms ! Parochial Board of Snizort, being interrogated, replied as hereafter stated :— 


ee Donald Nicolson stated that he is ground-officer on the Skeabost property, and that Donald Nicolson. 
he has been so about ten years. That a crofter paying £10 rent has grass for six milk 
cows and the followers until they are a year old, but no sheep. That he sows from seven 
a to eight bolls of oats, and plants from four to six barrels of potatoes. Taking the whole 
Aa body of crofters on the property, paying from 50s. to £8 or £10 rent, that he is of opinion 
that the return on oats varies from the quantity sown to two seeds. That out of about 


: fifty-eight crofters on the property paying about 50s. rent, there are thirty who have no ~ 
a stock. That ten of these have not had stock since he has been ground-officer. That a 
= crofter paying 50s. rent will have grass for one cow, and one follower till it is a year old. 
oe That he will sow from half a boll to a boll and a half of oats, and plant three or four 
barrels of potatoes. That he is of opinion that no croft less than a croft of the size and 
a quality now let for £10 on the Skeabost property would enable an industrious man to 
ie | maintain his family, if it did not exceed five, and pay a rent of £5, from the produce of the 
s croft. That he is of opinion that to enable a man to undertake such a croft, and reap his 
i first a free of debt, would require a capital of not less than £50. That he does not 
ce know of more than two or three persons on the property, not already occupying crofts at or 
i about £10, who have the capital necessary to undertake such a croft. That he is convinced 
af that a man with a family could not, without other resources, maintain himself and his 
Me family on a croft such as is now let for £5, even if he had it free of rent. 

i 
se : (Signed) DONALD NICOLSON. 
one 

h We, the members of the parochial board, who have heard this statement, are of opinion 
s that it may be doubtful whether a man could maintain himself and his family, and pay £5 rent, 
if on a croft such as is now let on the Skeabost property for £10, and we are quite satisfied 
aS that on a smaller croft it would be impracticable. We are also of opinion that the state- 
2 ment of the ground-officer in respect to the impossibility of a man’s living and maintaini 
iss os ae on such crofts as are now charged at £5 rent, even if he had it rent free, is well 
an ounded. 


3 Donald Nicolson further stated that several persons holding such erofts, and actually 
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paying no rent, were unable to maintain themselves and their families (notwithstanding 
all their exertions here and elsewhere to earn wages), by their labour. 


(Signed) | DONALD NICOLSON. 


We, the members of the parochial board present, are of opinion that the relief afforded 
during the last four years, has been prejudicial in its effects on the character of the 
population, and that they are in more depressed circumstances than they have been at any 
previous time since the relief commenced ; that it has induced persons to resort to deceitful 
practices with a view to participate. Nevertheless, we are of opinion that the relief afforded 
averted much suffering, and preserved lives. 

It is consistent with our knowledge that there prevails among the population of this 
island an opinion that the remedy for the distress from which they are suffering, is a new 
distribution of the land, and its division into small holdings to the exclusion of the larger 
tacksmen. That they also anticipate a renewal of relief from some quarter, without knowing 
from whence it is to come—especially that they anticipate the interference of her Majesty's 
government, in some manner, for their present and their permanent relief. We are of 
opinion that the expectation of present relief still entertained by the people, has been 
strengthened by the language held to them by persons who came amongst them to get 
up petitions. We are of opinion that neither on agricultural improvement, nor in any 
other manner, could the capital and resources of the parish be so employed as to provide 
permanent subsistence for the whole population, so long as the potatoes shall continue to 
fail. While kelp was manufactured, a considerable proportion of the able-bodied population 
found employment, which gave annually to the men from £5 to £8, and to the women from 
£2 to £3, for six weeks’ labour. 

(Signed) MARTIN MARTIN. ALEXANDER GRAY. 
DON. MACLEOD. ANGUS MARTIN. 
ARCH. STEWART. WILLIAM MACDONALD. 
JOHN MACLEOD. 


At Portree, Tuesday, 4th March 1851. 
Alecander Macdougall stated :-— 


The farm of Ayre, before it came into Lord Macdonald’s possession, was let to six tenants 
at a rent of L.13 each, or in all L.78. The rent was then raised to L.100, which was the 
rent when J.ord Macdonald purchased it. Shortly after the rent was raised, the six 
tenants being unable to pay it, the lots were divided, and the number of tenants was then 
twelve. It is nowten. In addition to the rent of L.100, we have now to pay twelve 
wethers yearly—to give each seven days’ work—and we have been deprived of a piece of 
land worth L.5 a-year. I pay L.14 rent. I have five cows, two stirks, and a horse, and 
about thirty-five sheep. We have our sheep stock and grazing in common, and each has 
a separate lot of arable land. I sow from nine to ten barrels of oats, and I plant about five 
barrels of potatoes. I have no arrear of rent. I commenced using the potatoes in the be- 
ginning of August, and continued using them till the middle of December. I have re 
served about six barrels for seed. The return from the oats was four seeds. My crop 
suffices for my family till about the middle of May, on an average of years. I have then 
to buy meal till the potatoes come in again. Last year I purchased five and a half bolls. 
My family consists of five persons; and three grandchildren come to me occasionally. 
W ithout other resources I should be unable to maintain my family and pay my rent. The 
produceof the croft alone would not be nearly sufficient, if the potatoes continue to fail, and 
the price of cattle continue as they are. But I am of opinion that my croft is considerably 
dearer than L.14 crofts on the property generally. I am of opinion that it is not advan- 
tageous for tenants to have sheep stock in common. When each has his own, he looks after 
the wintering of the hogs, and of the stock generally. When they are in common, it is no 
one’s particular business to attend to them. 


(Signed) ALEXANDER MACDOUGALL. 





Alexander Campbell stated :— 


I am acquainted with the condition of the people in the eastern part of Snizort. I esti- 
mate roughly the number of persons holding lands in that division of the parish at one 
hundred, and the cottars at fifty families. The rents vary from 15s. to L.14. I pay L6 
rent ; and besides the produce of my croft, expend about L.6 in purchasing meal. I am of 
opinion, that with another similar croft I could raise enough of food to maintain my family; 
put even atarent of L.8 instead of L.12, I am not sure that, at the present prices of 
cattle, it would be possible for me to maintain my family, and pay that rent, from the pro 
duce of the croft alone without wages of labour or some other resources. The cottars sub- 
sist partly by fishing, partly by assistance from members of their families who are earning 
wages in the south—partly by gathering shell fish—partly by begging amongst their neigh- 
bours—partly by the earnings of women employed in knitting; but it is a mystery to me 
how they manage to exist. Of the fifty families of cottars, perhaps about one half may be 
receiving parochial relief for some member of the family. I am of opinion, that the 
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smallest crofters are not so ill off as the cottars, and that the crofters are better off in propor- 
tion to the size of their crofts. Of the crofters paying from L.2 to L.3 I am of opinion, 
that some may have food till Whitsunday. In my district I am of opinion that there are 
some few of the small crofters who have now nothing left of the produce of their crofts, 
except what was reserved for seed; and that a considerable number will be in the same 


condition in a month or six weeks. 
(Signed) ALEX. CAMPBELL. 


I concur in the above statements by Alexander Macdonald and Alexander Campbell, 
particularly in that made by Alexander Campbell. 
(Signed) ALEX. GORDON. 





AT PoRTREE, Tuesday, 4th March 1851. 
Donald M‘Kinnon, being interrogated, replied: — 


Appanpix (A.) 


Examinations. 
SKYE. 


Alex. Campbell. 
4 March 1851. 





Alex. Gordon. 


I am a member of Dr M‘Leod’s congregation in Snizort, and I am a crofter paying L.8 Donald M‘Kinnon. 


rent. I have had the land for eleven years. My father held the same land eighteen years. 
The stock upon the croft is four cows and two stirks, and eight sheep. I keep a horse, 
but I have to hire grass for him. I sowed about four bolls and a half of oats, and planted 
six barrels of potatoes. I commenced using the potatoes in August, and continued till the 
end of December, and have reserved about three barrels for seed. The return from the 
oats was three seeds. The land is much exhausted by constant cropping. The produce of 
my croft suffices for my family for about nine months. The only sale from the stock last 
year was one stirk, for which I got lls. I am about a year in arrear of rent. Last year, 
the potatoes having succeeded with me better than usual, I expended on meal only L.3, 10s. 
In other years I have expended L.12 or L.15 yearly. Iwas enabled to maintain my family 
by wages, having a horse and cart, and being employed in dry stone building. If I had half 
as much more land, I think I could then raise enough of crop to maintain my family, 
which consists of a wife and four children; but I could not pay the present rents. The 
farm on which my croft is, was sixteen years ago let at arent of L.180. The aggregate rent 
is now above L.450. This rent, previous to the failure of the potatoes, was paid for some 
years, but it is not paid now. I cannot state the amount of the arrear due on the farm. There 
are forty-two lots at from 50s. to L.4 rent. There are forty-two crofters paying from L.6 
toL.9. Of the forty-two crofts, ten are occupied by two families each. The stock and 
crops on these crofts will be much the same, in proportion to the rent, as that on my croft. 
There are on the farm three cottars who have no land. They were deprived of their lands 
because they could not pay their rent, and other persons took the land at the same rent. 
When a croft is vacant, there are people ready to take it at the same rent, whether they 
are able to pay it or not. The rents we pay are about double what is paid for crofts of the 
same value on Lord Macdonald’s property ; and the crofters are worse off in proportion to the 
excess of rent. The rents are paid, and the families maintained for a great part of the 
year, from the produce of labour, not from the soil. Many of the people go to the south 
for work, and to the east country for the herring fishing, and earn good wages. The 
crofters on Lord Macdonald’s property, paying L.9 of rent, are unable from the produce of 
their crofts alone, without earning wages by labour or other resources, to maintain a family 
and pay the rent. 





Norman M‘Swin, stated :— 


That he had occupied a lot at Barnesdale, for which he paid L.3, 14s, of rent. He had 
grass for one cow—sowed one and a half barrels of oats, and planted three barrels of po- 
tatoes. His crop was sequestrated for ee of rent; and he produced the inventory 
and price of the articles sequestrated. Which are as follows :— 


‘2 stacks corn, containing 14 boll, valued, - . - L170 
‘1 small stack barley + boll, - - - 08 0 
‘ Making in all, - - - L115 0 


He also produced a certificate from the factor, stating that he had been obliged to give up 
his land solely from inability to pay his rents, having fallen into arrears from adverse losses 
and circumstances. That while able, he was found willing to pay, and that he bears an ir- 
reproachable character. 

Signed, on behalf of John Beatton, John Ferguson, John M‘Lean, Malcolm M‘Innes, 
Donald Macdonald, and Malcolm Beatton, all crofters on the same estate, who concurred 
in the statements made by Donald M‘Kinnon and Donald M‘Swin. 


(Signed) DONALD M‘KINNON. 


Norman M‘Swin. 
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AppenpIx (A.) At Portrek, 5th March 1851. 
eeunaHcne: Rev. Roderick M‘Leod, being interrogated, replied :— 
KYE., 


ere I am minister of the Free Church at Snizort, and I was minister of Snizort for five years 
Rev. Rod. M‘Leod. previous to the disruption, and formerly for fifteen years minister of the parish of Bracadale, 
5 March 1851. Tama native of Skye. I have had, of course, much intercourse with the people in all parts 
of Skye, and am intimately acquainted with their condition. I am of opinion that there has 
been a progressive deterioration in their circumstances since 1846, and that they are more 
reduced than they were at any former time. I am of opinion that the cottars, ah have no 
land, and the small lotters, who hold not more than three or four acres of arable land, are in 
the worst condition. I am of opinion that, on Lord Macdonald’s property, the crofters 
paying £6 and upwards of rent will generally be able to maintain themselves. I am of 
Opinion that, supposing the potatoes continue to fail, and the prices of cattle to continue as 
they are, crofters on Lord Macdonald’s property paying as much as £10 of rent, are unable - 
to maintain their families and pay that rent from the produce of the land alone. They are 
under the necessity of providing from the wages of labour elsewhere the means of paying 
their rents. Iam of opinion that, if the holdings of the people were enlarged, and means 
could be found to provide them, by loan or otherwise, with the funds necessary to bring 
these lands into a proper state of cultivation, and to stock them, it would go far to mitigate 
the existing distress; but without aid to enable them to bring the land into cultivation and 
to stock it, there is a large proportion of the population who are not in a condition to take 
lands. Iam of opinion, from observation, that to enable a man to maintain his family, he 
would require to have not less than ten acres of arable land, besides grazing. I do not see, 
upon any equitable principle, how a lease can be refused to a small tenant when it is granted 
to atacksman. I have no doubt that, if the smaller tenants could obtain leases, they would 
work their holdings more industriously, and produce from the land they occupy a larger 
amount of food. I am aware that industrious tenants, of irreproachable character, who had 
bestowed much labour on their crofts, have been dispossessed of their lands for causes 
unconnected with their relations as tenants to the landlord, and that such proceedings have 
produced feelings of great dissatisfaction on the part of the people generally. At the same 
time, it is right to state that, on Lord Macdonald’s property, and on some others in Skye, 
the occupants of land have generally been allowed to retain possession undisturbed. The 
cases above alluded to, however, have produced a general feeling of the insecurity of the 
tenure, which cannot be overcome unless by granting leases. I would not propose, however, 
that leases should be granted for any croft not capable of grazing stock enough to give the 
landlord a reasonable security for the payment of his rent. I am of opinion that the distress 
in Skye will this year be more extensive and more urgent than in any previous season. | 
am of opinion that, if means could be provided, a considerable number of people would be 
disposed to avail themselves of a well-regulated arrangement for emigration, provided there 
were no appearance of a desire to force them out of the country. I state this as the result 
of communication with the people themselves. I am desirous to impress upon you the 
necessity of some present relief to the people. The population in my immediate vicinity 
are especially in want of such aid. The farm of Bernisdale, on which I reside, contains 4 
population of about 600 souls, and I do not believe that the amount of arable land tilled m 
the farm excecds 200 acres. I will furnish a note of the stock. I am aware that several of 
these crofters are already grinding the corn reserved for seed, and that, when seed-time 
arrives, which is early in April, these persons will have neither seed nor food. 
| (Signed) ROD, M‘LEOD. 
Note.—Stock presently on the farm of Bernisdale, parish of Snizort—Cows, 105; heifers, 
27; stirks, 80; sheep, about 150. 
March 11, 1851. ROD*. MLEOD. 





PARISH OF DUIRNISH. 
At DuNVEGAN, 27th February 1851. 


Minute of Parochial The parochial board of Duirnish met, in consequence of a circular from the inspector, 
Board of Duirnish. requesting the Board to meet with Sir John M‘Neill, Chairman of the Board of Supervision. 
27 Feb. 1851. Present—Dr Nicol Martin, Chairman; Major Macdonald, *Waternish; Rev. Duncaa 
M‘Callum; Rev. John Lamont; Duncan M‘Kenzie, Esq., Portree; John M‘Pherson; 

Alexander MacKinnon; John M‘Nab; George Jack; John MacKenzie. 

Sir John M‘Neill having explained that the object of his visit to this part of the country was— 

1st, To inquire into the working of the present poor law; and 2d, To inquire on the part 
of government about the local resources to meet the expected state of matters in reference 
to the condition of the people, and in order to follow out these objects, put the followmg 
questions to the board, which were answered as follows :— 

Q. 1. Are there, at this date, in the parish of Duirnish, persons not by,the existing law 
entitled to demand relief, who are suffering from want to such an extent as to endanger 
health or life, notwithstanding every effort they can make to obtain the means of subsistence, 
and all the aid they are receiving from any quarter or source ? 

A. 1. The Board are of opinion that there are none such. 

Q. 2. Is there good reason to believe that there will be such persons as the season ad- 
vances? and if so, What is the greatest number of persons that will probably be suffering 
from want at any one time before next harvest, notwithstanding every exertion they cat 
possibly make to procure the means of subsistence ? 
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A. 2. There is but too good reason to believe that there will be a great many such 
persons, although it is very difficult at present to condescend upon the exact number, but 
upon a very low estimate, it may with safety be put down at about a thousand persons. 

Q. 3. What measures have been taken, or are proposed to be taken, by the parochial 
board, with a view to provide for such emergency ? 

A. 3. The inspector has all along had a discretionary power to extend occasional relief to 

ersons in temporary want, and hick was largely exercised immediately before the central 
beard of destitution began to distribute their funds, and he continues to exercise this 
power still in such cases as have hitherto arisen, whether the parties are by law entitled to 
relief or not. 

Sir John M‘Neill laid before the board a printed paper, purporting to contain an extract 
from a communication giving a deplorable account of the condition of Rory Campbell at Roag, 
in this parish, and his family, who were represented to be in a state of actual starvation. 

The boned are prepared to say that Dr Ferguson, the medical officer of the board, stated 
at the last statutory meeting of the board, that the above representation is utterly incorrect, 
and the statement of Dr Ferguson was corroborated by several members present. Dr 
Ferguson declared that he had not been called to see the parties in question, as asserted in 
the printed statement. The inspector, and Mr John M‘Pherson, schoolmaster at Roag, say 
that Campbell’s wife was not confined to bed, and that from their own personal knowledge. 

(Signed) N. MARTIN, Chairman. 


Laid before Meeting of Parochial Board of Durrnisu, 27th February 1851. 
Imminent Destitution in the Isle of Skye. 


Mr Spence, 8.S.C., Secretary to ‘The Scottish Association for the Protection of the 
Poor,’ the labours of which were formerly so abundant in procuring parochial relief, having 
received information from an eye-witness of the great destitution prevailing in some parts 
of the Isle of Skye, called together a few of the friends of the poor to consider what should 
be done to save the lives of the immediate sufferers, until it be seen whether government 
will interfere. There met, accordingly, on the 8th instant—Dr Alison, 44, Heriot Row; 
John Macfie, Esq., Regent Terrace EN, C. Campbell, Esq., advocate ; George Makcill, Esq., 
of Kemback, Claremont Crescent; Rev. Alex. M‘Gregor, Minister of the Gaelic Church, 
Edinburgh, 25, West Nicolson Street; Charles Spence, Esq., 8.S.C., 21, St David Street. 

The meeting, after considering the distressed situation of many in Skye, as communicated 
to them and confirmed verbally by the secretary of the highland relief fund of 1846, 
agreed that a private subscription should be set on foot, and without at present calling any 
public meeting, that a number of gentlemen should be applied to for contributions, which it 
was agreed should be remitted to proper persons, including the ministers of all the persua- 
sions in the island, for the immediate relief of the destitute. Accordingly, on Monday, Mr 
M‘Gregor and Mr Spence waited on several persons, and received the sums noted below. 
The money first received is already on its way to the island, and what further may be given 
will follow as soon as collected. It is intended to provide meal and other necessaries for 
the immediate wants of the people, till it be seen whether government will come forward. 
As its movements must necessarily be slow, even should it ultimately decide on interfering 
(which is but doubtful), many, it is hoped, will feel the privilege and the duty of contribut- 
ing to this most necessary object. 

he following letters will throw light on the subject :— 


Extract of a letter from Dr Matheson, Portree, Isle of Skye, to Rev. Alex. M‘Gregor, Gaelic 
minister, Edinburgh, formerly minister of Kilmuir in Skye, dated 4th February 1851 :— 


“You talk a great deal in Edinburgh about our Highland destitution; and I am well 
aware that our miserable poor have many friends in that great city who would readily send 
us something more tangible than speeches, had they been really aware of the very alarming 
state of our population, from the actual want of anything in the shape of food. 

“Your poor parishioners at Kilmuir are of all others the most generally destitute. They 
are suffering very severely from what I may call the total failure of the potato, as well as from 
the very damaged state of their little corn, by the wetness and stormy nature of the autumn 
months. They have no money, no means, no credit; and unless government come immedi- 
ately forward to their relief, deaths from starvation will be inevitable.” 


Opinion of Mr Macgregor, the Gaelic Minister of Edinburgh :-— 

“I lament to say that I have every cause to corroborate the above statement by Dr 
Matheson, as well as several similar statements made to me by other parties in Skye to the 
same sad effect. Having but lately left the parish of Kilmuir, in Skye, where I was minister, 
and having at all times paid much attention to the circumstances of the very depressed 
population, it is consistent with my personal knowledge, that the state of the poor people, for 
want of the necessaries of life, has never been at any previous period so alarming as now. Every 
resource has now failed for their relief, and even the shell-fish and such like humble but welcome 
supplies from the sea-shore have been literally exhausted by the too lage visits of the destitute. 
I am aware that comparatively small relief in the shape of food will effect vast benefit, and 
may, indeed, save lives until such other measures be adopted by government, or otherwise, 
a8 may extricate the unfortunate people in question from the very alarming position in which 
they now stand. JI, therefore, most earnestly recommend them to the kind sympathy of the 
humane and benevolent. “ ALEX. MACGREGOR, 

“ Minister of the Gaelic Church of Edinburgh. - 

25, West ‘one Street, 10th February 1851.” 
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Another letter says— 

“The people are in the depth of misery, they have nothing to eat, and reat have no employ- 
ment, and no prospect whatever before them but death! I wish you to mark my wordsin this 
respect. I say most distinctly, that ere a few weeks pass, many persons (hundreds indeed), 
will perish of want unless a kind Providence interferes. The most destitute districts in all 
Skye are Roag and Kilmuir Moss, in the parish of Duirnish; Conordan, Achnahant, 
Sconser, and Luib, in Portree; and Breakish and Harpool in the parish of Strath. Sconser 
is the most desperate case. There are about 400 persons this night without 400 ounces of 
meal among them all. Many of them are actually starving. I have gone over many dis- 
tricts in Skye, but those I have mentioned are the most destitute. At Sconser there are no 
less than eighteen families without land, without food, and without labour; without cloth- 
ing to enable them to go a distance; and without experience to fight their way in any satis- 
factory manner in any other part of the world. The great want is the want of a proper 
poor law. That want encourages this reckless accumulation of poverty ; and such being the 
case, what can we expect but destitution, want, and woe? 

“To go into detail would be taking up too much time. A case or two may suffice. At Roag 
I found the family of Rory Campbell in actual starvation. The wife in bed unable to rise 
from pure want. Four children, raged, lank, and lean. The oldest fourteen years, the 
youngest three and a half years. ‘Their father, a poor dejected man, strong enough in bone, 
but without any other necessary. For four days, this family lived on three pounds of oat- 
meal. The meal being exhausted, a small hen, belonging to one of the children, a boy of six 
years, was their only remaining property. The father proposed to kill the hen for food to 
his sick wife; but the little owner decidedly objected, and ran out with poor ‘chuckie’ to 
the hill side. The father followed, took the hen from the boy, and killed it in presence of 
his children, who all cried bitterly for their poor favourite hen. The hen was soon eaten up, 
and the family were again in want. I saw them all, young and old; saw the wife and the 
little boy her son. They were again starving, and I was just in time to save the life of the 
poor mother by providing some food for her at my own expense, and by getting the parish 
doctor to prescribe some nourishment. She is very weak, but I expect her life will be 
spared. They have what will keep them for a week, but after that what are they to do?” 


Dr Alison, Heriot Row, Edinburgh, - - - - - £5 0 0 
John Macfie, Esq., Regent Terrace, Edinburgh, - - - 5 0 0 
Lord Cuninghame, Moray Place, - - - ~ - 100 
Lord Murray, Great Stuart Street, — - - - - - 1 0 0 
The Lord Justice-General, - ~ - - - - 1 0 0 
Mrs Beveridge, Dysart, - - - : - - 05 0 
Charles Shand, Esq., Advocate, Edinburgh, - - - - 050 
Wm. Mackenzie, Esq., W.S., Edinburgh, - - - 05 0 
Messers J. and D. Paton, Tillicoultry, - - - - 2 2 0 
Mrs Fletcher, Ambleside, per Dr Alison, - - - - 5 0 0 
N. C. Campbell, Esq., Advocate, - - - - - 110 


Any of the following gentlemen will receive subscriptions for the above purpose :— 
Rev. A. Macgregor (Gaelic Church), 25, West Nicolson Street, Edinburgh; Dr Alison, 
44, Heriot Row ; Charles Spence, 8.8.C., 21, St David Street. 


Starvation in the Isle of Skye. 


e Broadford Inn, Island of Skye, 3d February 1851. 


Charles Spence, Esq. S.S.C., 21, St David Street, Edinburgh, 

Secretary tothe “ Association for Protection of the Poor.” 

Dear S1r,—Herewith [ send you a petition to Parliament on behalf of the poor people 
of Duirnish and of Bracadale in Skye. Will you be so kind as look over the petition, and 
see Professor Alison, and consult to whom it should be sent for presentation ? 

I left Portree on Saturday, and came up through a number of districts inhabited by a te- 
nant and cottar population. The people are in the depth of misery : they have nothing to eat, 
and they have no employment, and no prospect whatever before them but death! ! I wish you 
to mark my words in this respect. I say most distinctly, that ere a few weeks pass, many 
persons (hundreds indeed), will perish for want unless kind Providence interferes. The 
most destitute districts in all Skye are Roag and Kilmuir Moss, in the parish of Duirnish ; 
Conordan, Achnahanait, Sconser, and Luib in Portree ; and Breakish and Harpool in the 
parish of Strath. Sconser is the most desperate case. There are there about 400 persons 
this night without 400 ounces of meal among them all. Many of them are actually starv- 
ing. I have gone over many districts in Skye, but those I have mentioned are the most des- 
titute. At Sconser there are no less than eighteen families without land, without food, and 
without labour ; without clothing to enable them to go to a distance ; and without experi- 
ence to fight their way in any satisfactory manner in any other part of the world. The 
great want is the want of a proper poor-law. That want encourages this reckless accumula- 
tion of poverty; and such being the case, what can we expect but destitution, want, and woe? 

To go into detail would be taking up too much time. A case or two may suffice. At 
Roag I found the family of a Rory Campbell in actual starvation. The wife in bed unable 
to rise from pure want. Four children, ragged, lank, and lean. The oldest fourteen years, 
the youngest three and a half years. Their father, a poor dejected man, strong enou h in 
bone, but without any other necessary. For four days, this family lived on 3 Ibs. of oat- 
meal. The meal being exhausted, a small hen, belonging to one of the children, a boy of 
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six years was their only remaining property. The father proposed to kill the hen for food 
to his sick wife; but the little owner decidedly objected, and ran out with poor ‘chuckie’ 
to the hill side. The father followed, took the hen from the boy, and killed it in pre- 
sence of his children, who all cried bitterly for their poor favourite hen. The hen was soon 
eaten up, and the family were again in want. I saw them all, young and old ; saw the wife 
and the little boy her son. They were again starving, and I was just in time to save the 
life of the poor mother by providing some food for her at my own expense, and by getting 
the parish doctor to prescribe some nourishment. She is very weak, but I expect her life 
will be spared. They have what will keep them for a week, but after that what are they 
to do? 

I have seen other ten heads of families at Sconser without an ounce of food. They ap- 
plied to me, and thought I could relieve them. I told them I had no means for relieving 
any one. They desired me to see their houses. I went in and saw their deplorable desti- 
tution, and their neighbours confirmed their statements as to their poverty. They had 
thirty-eight persons depending on them. I bought two stones of oatmeal for them, and it was 
fearful to see them taking the meal in handfuls, mixing it with cold water, and swallow- 
ing it through hunger. How they are to subsist during this and the next week is to me a 
very serious question ; I can scarcely sleep for thinking of these poor creatures. What must 
their own suffering be under such visitation? They are all able-bodied, and have no claim 
on the parish. 

If you succeed in getting anything for these poor people, you can remit to me to the 
Post-office, Broadford, Isle of Skye. A few pounds may keep alive many persons for some 
time until the government interfere.—I am, &c., (Signed) DONALD ROSS. 


P.S.—With the able-bodied, and with the most deserving, I have the greatest difficulty, 
as they have no claim on the poor’s-rates. ‘The people are loyal and peaceable, but that 
will not sustain life. But they will die in hundreds sooner than commit any outrage, any 
outbreak, or any violence. Think of Ireland, and think of Skye. Look on this picture, and 
then on that. I inculcate on the people the duty of patience and submission to the powers 
that be, and my mission among them will do good ; and, so far as those entitled to relief 
are concerned, is doing good. But as to these able-bodied heads of families, with four or 
five children, what can I do? 

I may mention for your satisfaction that the gentlemen here have behaved very 
welltome. They are doing what they can, and they are happy that an inquiry is made 
after those poor cottars who are on the brink of starvation. J:xcuse this long and rambling 
letter, and make some allowance for the feelings under which I write. 


EDINBURGH, February 8, 1851. 

I yesterday showed the above letter to the secretary of the highland relief fund, who 
fully confirmed its statements, and also to Mr MacGregor, the Gaelic minister in Edin- 
burgh, who was formerly settled in the Island of Skye, and who has numerous letters to the 
same effect. 

I therefore feel it a duty to communicate the information to others, that all who are dis- 
posed may have an opportunity of contributing to the relief of their brethren in their try- 
ing circumstances. CHARLES SPENCE. 


As it is not intended to make a public appeal in behalf of this case at present, but merely 
to apply to individuals for the means of sending immediate relief to the sufferers in Skye, 
any sums will be received and transmitted through the proper prudential channels by either 
of the undermentioned gentlemen, viz.—Dr Alison, 44, Heriot Row; Rev. A. MacGregor, 
25, West Nicolson Street ; or Mr Spence, 21, South St David Street, Edinburgh. 

A deputation will either call with this or after it is delivered, to explain the object, and 
Teceive subscriptions. 





DUNVEGAN, 27th February 1851. 


N. Martin, Esq.; Rev. Duncan M‘Callum ; Rev. John Lamont; Mr John M‘Pherson ; Mr 
John Mackenzie; Mr John Matheson; and Mr Alexander M‘Kinnon, being interrogated, 
replied :— 


We, members of the parochial board of Duirnish, are of opinion, that while the eleemosy- 
nary aid afforded to the population during the last four years has relieved much distress and 
saved lives, it has, at the same time, had the effect of relaxing their exertions for their own 
support, and teaching them to rely too much on charitable assistance. We are also of opin- 
lon, that the operation of the existing poor law has had a similar effect. We are of Opinion, 
that the relief afforded by the destitution committee induced persons, who would otherwise 
have gone elsewhere to earn the means of subsistence by their labour, to remain here. We 
are of opinion, that many persons were led to resort to deceitful practices, and misrepresen- 
tation of their circumstances, for the purpose of participating in the relief. 

We are of opinion, that, to enable a man to maintain his family, and pay a reasonable rent, 
It would be necessary that his croft should not be less than such as are now let in this parish 
for about £10 a-year; and that, to enable him to cultivate his croft and reap his first crop 
free from debt, he must have capital of not less than £50. Weare of opinion, that of those 
persons in the parish, who are not already in occupation of land to the value of £10 and 
upwards annually, there is probably not one possessed of the capital above specified. 

e are of opinion, that it is quite impossible, by any application of the existing resources 
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of the parish to agricultural improvement or otherwise, to provide the means of permanent 
subsistence to the whole of the present population. 

We are of opinion, that should the potatoes continue to fail, if would be impossible, by 
any profitable application of capital, to provide, in this parish, permanent subsistence for the 
whole of the present population. 

We are of opinion, that this parish cannot be made self-sustaining, unless a part, from a 
third to a fifth, of the population remove elsewhere. We are of opinion, that o considerable 
number of persons in the parish would be desirous to emigrate to the colonies, if they could 
provide the means. We are of opinion, that the number of persons desirous to emigrate 
would have been greater had not efforts been made to deter them from resorting to it, and 
to induce them to rely upon other prospects. 

(Signed) N. MARTIN, sd i 
DUN. M‘CALLUM, Minister of Dutrnish. 
JOHN LAMONT, Minister of Halen, in Waternish. 
JOHN M‘PHERSON, Schoolmaster, Roag. 
JOHN T. M‘KENZIE, Postmaster, Dunvegan, 
JOHN MATHESON. 
ALEXR. M‘KINNON, Tenant, Roag. 





John MacDiarmid, being interrogated, replied :— 

I am a native of Duirnish. I have lived about twenty years of my life in Edinburgh and 
Glasgow, and other parts of Scotland. For the last twenty years I have resided at Kilmuir 
in Duirnish. I am a mason, and practise my trade. I also hold a small croft at a rent of 
£2, 15s., on which I built a house. The farm, of which this croft is a part, was let in 1842 
at a rent of £90 (ninety pounds sterling). It was divided into twenty portions of arable, 
with a grazing in common, which maintained three cows for each crofter, with their followers 
till one year old. It was let ona lease of seven years. The rents of the crofters varied 
from £6, 6s. to £2, 12s., but the sum of the whole was £90. On the expiration of the lease 
in 1849, the proprietor resumed possession of a part of the arable land, and employed it for 
other purposes. To this land he removed the twenty original crofters, whose crofts were 
then reduced to two and a half acres each. He also resumed possession of a part of the 
common grazing, which he drained and trenched in part. The persons employed in this 
work were destitute persons from other places, who held no lands, and who were assigned 
portions of the land thus improved, and maintained in the meantime by the wages paid them 
for the trenching and draining. He also, at the same time, resumed possession of four of 
the largest of the crofts, and of a portion of improveable land, which had not, however, been 
tilled during the currency of the lease, and laid it out for planting. At the same time, he 
resumed possession of all that portion of the arable land which lay between the road and the 
sea, amounting to about twelve acres. Of this he assigned a part to the parochial school- 
master, a part to a tailor, a part to a house-carpenter, a part to a parochial mill, and the re- 
mainder to a new crofter, who previously was not holding lands. 

When this new arrangement was completed, the aggregate rents derived from the farm 
amounted to £147. The seventeen families placed on the drained and trenched land had 
about a statute acre of such land each. Some of the houses on these lots were built for the 
occupants by the proprietor, and some by themselves. Those built by the proprietor were 
charged at a rent equal to seven and a half per cent. on the cost of erection. The rent 
charged for the lots varied from £2 to 12s.; but the cottars were unable to provide seed for 
the land, and came upon the relief lists of the destitution committee. The tailor was also on 
the relief lists. The wright maintains himself by his trade. The new crofter is also destitute. 

Of the twenty original crofters, I maintain myself by my trade; another, a tailor, also 
does the same. All the rest were to have been employed regularly by the proprietor, but 
when hon property was put in trust, this resource failed them, and dhiey too were on the 
relief lists. 

Had the farm been continued to the twenty original crofters at the original rent, every 
one of them would have been able to maintain his family and pay his rent, even in these bad 
times. The present crofters on the diminished lots have not been able to pay their rents. 
All those who have not trades are largely in arrear, and some have been unable to pay any 
part of their rent, notwithstanding that the proprietor had discharged them of all their former 
arrears. (Signed) JOHN M‘DIARMD. 





DUNVEGAN, 28th February 1851. 
John Campbell, being interrogated, replied :— 


I am inspector of poor, and collector of the assessment for the relief of the poor of the 
parish of Duirnish, and I have been so since 1845. The funds for the poor have ee raised 
by assessment since August 1848. The rate then imposed was fourteenpence farthing per 
pound for the year, halfon owners and half on occupants. The highest rate imposed at 
any time since 1845 was eightpence farthing per pound for the half-year, half on owners 
and half on occupants. The whole of the assessments allocated have been collected up to 
5th February 1851, with the exception of two persons, one of whom will undoubtedly pay, 
and the other probably. This arrear amounts in all to £11, 1s. These collections have all 
been effected without legal proceedings. I have no reason to doubt that I shall be able to 
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collect the whole of the current assessment without legal proceedings. The assessment is 
collected from the tenants by the proprietors or their agents, and handed over to me. I 
have occasion to know that many of the tenants from whom poor rates are thus recovered 
in full, are unable to pay their rents, and that many of these have not paid rent for the last 
twelve months. The statement made by John M‘Diarmid has been read to me. I am 
und-officer on the entailed portion of the M‘Leod estate, and have been so since 1840. 
cannot admit the accuracy of the statement. I have no knowledge of any such changes 
in 1849, or at any proves time, as are described in the statement. Iam aware that the 
cottars placed on the drained and trenched land were actually provided with seed; and I 


have no hesitation in saying, that if the farm of Kilmuir had been, as described, divided : 


amongst twenty crofters, it would have been impossible for them to maintain themselves and 
their families from the produce of the land without other employment. The fact is, that the 
crofters in Kilmuir were all along employed by the proprietor, and subsisted rather on the 
wages of their labour than on the produce of their land. There are six crofters in the Greep 
of Roag, paying about £7 rent, who have hitherto maintained themselves with the help of 
occasional employment. Some of them are still in arrear for part of their last year's rents, 
but they have paid their rents in full for the previous years. These crofts keep five milk 
cows and their followers till one year old, and a horse. From eight to ten barrels of oats 
are sown, and five to six barrels of potatoes are planted. The return from the oats, on the 
land of the crofters at Roag, is on an average about three seeds of clean grain; and I am of 
opinion, that this is the average on crofters’ lands all over the property. I am of opinion, 
that the £7 crofters at Roag, if their rents were reduced to £5, would be able to maintain 
themselves and their families, and pay the reduced rent from the produce of their crofts, 
without other employment, even at the present prices of black cattle. There are twenty- 
three crofters at Roag paying from £3 to £5 of rent. These have from two to three cows 
and their followers. From four to six barrels of oats will be sown by them, and from four 
to five barrels of potatoes. They have still their full number of cows. If the potatoes con- 
tinue to fail, I am of opinion that these small crofters cannot maintain themselves and their 
families without a very considerable amount of employment, even if they had no rent to pay ; 
but the fact is, that they are not much in arrear of rent, and I do not consider the arrear 
irrecoverable, unless a emall part. They sought employment wherever it was to be found: 
some found it here (where draining was carried on under the drainage act), some at Rasay, 
some in Rum, and some in other places. Nearly the whole of the rent paid was paid in cash, 
chiefly the wages of labour. There are few other small crofters paying rent to the proprietor 
on the entailed estate, except at Kilmuir, where the rents vary from 8s. to £4. Their num- 
ber I think is forty-four. I consider the Kilmuir crofters in a more destitute condition than 
any other crofterson the entailed estate. Some who are tradesmen, or who have found 
employment, are not so ill off, but it is impossible that they could subsist upon the produce of 
their crofts. There are not many of them who are not in arrear of rent for last year, and 
some have arrears from previous years, although the proprietor discharged them of a large 
amount of arrears three years ago. Of the Kalmar crofters, there are eight who never had 
cows, thirty-three who have one or more, and three who had a cow each, but have now none. 


The majority of those who had three or more cows have still more than one. 
(Signed) JOHN CAMPBELL. 





Donald Shaw, being interrogated, replied :— 


IT am a crofter in Waternish, on Major Macdonald’s property, paying L.5 rent, besides 
poor-rates, and twelve days’ labour in the year when required. My croft has grass for 
more than one cow, but would not keep two, with followers till a year old. I have neither 
horse nor sheep. I sow five barrels of oats, and about five barrels of potatoes. Last year 
I planted between three and four barrels of potatoes, and sowed a small quantity of tur- 
nips. I manure my potato-land partly with sea-ware and partly with farm-yard manure. 
I pay for the sea-ware at the rate of 2s. for the quantity estimated to make a cwt. of kelp. 
I can give no idea of the return from the oats sown, having had no means of measuring it. 
My family began to consume the potatoes in August, once a day; and about Martinmas, 
when they were lifted, I had twelve barrels, out of which I have reserved seed for the 
spring. I sold a two-year-old quey at Whitsunday for L.2, and two stirks for 15s. each. 
For twenty years I have proceeded regularly to the south, where I remained for six months. 
During all that time I have been employed every year by Mr John Dudgeon, Easter Broom- 
house, near Dunbar, and I produce his certificate as to my character and conduct. I have 
regularly paid each year’s rent in the course of the year; this I was enabled to do by the 
wages I earned. The produce of the croft would not maintain my family, even if I had it 
free from rent. The land is of pretty good quality, and if I had a lease for nineteen years, 
I would improve it; but no amount of improvement would make my present croft capable 
of maintaining myself and my family. I am of opinion that, if I had double the present 
quantity of land of the same quality, and, in addition to that, hill-grazing for six cows, and 
a horse, and twelve sheep, at a rent of L.7, at present prices, and supposing the potato 
not to succeed better than of late years, it would not enable me to maintain my family, and 
pay my rent, from the produce of the croft alone, even with the advantage of a lease. To 
enable me to establish myself in such a croft, and reap my first crop free from debt, would 
require a capital of not less than L.44, in addition to my present stock, and this I have no 
means of obtaining. I am of opinion that, to a destitute man, land can be of no use unless 
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he can be provided also with the capital necessary to stock it and to cultivate it till he gets 
his first crop. There are a few of the crofters who have a cow's grass, but no cow. They 
let their grass at from 15s. to L.1 sterling annually. There are others who have not, pro- 
perly speaking, a cow's grass, who manage to keep a cow on a portion of their arable land. 
Some of the small crofters, at from L.2 to L.3 rent, are now sending to the mill the corn 
reserved for seed, and they are almost all in arrear for rent. The people in general are 
looking for present relief, and not thinking much of the future; and unless relief comes 
from some quarter, they will soon be very ill off. They hear that the gentlemen in Edin- 
burgh are sympathising much with them, and they have hopes from thence. I am of opinion 
that the relief meal led many persons to depend upon it, and neglect other modes of help- 
ing themselves. (Signed) DONALD SHAW. 
I agree to the above statement by Donald Shaw. 
(Signed) JOHN M‘LEOD, Blacksmith. 





Roderick Campbell and Hector M‘Zean, tenants at Liffain and Hammer Vore, on the 
unentailed part of the M‘Leod estate, stated— 


That they paid rents of L.4 and L.14 respectively, exclusive of poor-rates and pub- 
lic charges, and had been one year and six years in their crofts. On the croft of the 
latter there are four cows and twelve sheep, and a horse and four calves. About seven 
bolls of oats are sown, and about five barrels of potatoes planted, and about a quarter of an 
acre of turnips sown. ‘There will be a return of about four seeds of clear grain, and of 
potatoes about three barrels for each barrel planted. Before the potato failure, the return 
would have been about ten barrels. Since the failure of the potatoes, a greater breadth 
of oats has been sown, but there is not enough of manure to do Justice to the land. A 
quantity of sea-ware, estimated to yield two cwts. of kelp, is purchased every second year 
at ls. 6d. the cewt. ‘This would suffice for about two barrels of potatoes. ‘The whole pro- 
duce of the croft is not sufficient to maintain the family, since the failure of the potatoes. 
Some meal yearly is purchased—about four bolls. The tenant had a capital of L.200 when 
he entered into occupation of his croft. The whole of that sum is exhausted, and he is in 
arrears. Je had been a grieve to a gentleman, and had not previously occupied land. As 
a grieve, he had acquired skill in agriculture, and is considered one of the best farmers in 
his district. He estimates his expenditure in establishing himself in his croft, and main- 
taining his family till he was able to reap his first crop, at L.80. He has improved his 
croft by trenching and removing stones. Being dry ground, it did not require draining. 
It is land that was tilled with the plough. Notwithstanding the exercise of all his skill, 
his possession of capital, and the good quality of the land, he has lost money by it. He is 
of opinion that the smallest size of croft that would enable a man to maintain his family, 
is such a croft as would, at present rents, be charged at L.8; but that it would be dear 
enough at L.5. To enable a man occupying a L.4 croft to eeuby also another of the same, 
and to reap its crop free from debt, would require a capital of L.41, 4s. at least. Of the 
persons now occupying crofts at L.4, and under, there are few or none who possess such a 
capital. He is of opinion that it would be useless to the people to give them land alone; 
they would also require aid in money. He is of opinion that, on a L.5 croft, it is impos- 
sible for a man to maintain himself and his family from the produce of the land, even if he 
had no rent to pay. He is of opinion that there are no means by which the resources of 
the parish could be so applied, as to provide a permanent subsistence for the whole popu- 
lation ; and that, if sufficient capital could be found to give them as much employment as 
would maintain them, it could not be so employed, except at a loss. He is of opinion that 
there is no disposition on the part of the people, even the poorest, to emigrate to the colo- 
nies; and he attributes it, in a great measure, to the impression amongst them that the pro- 
posal to emigrate is but a scheme of the proprietors to clear more land for tacksmen. The 
proprietors showed so much anxiety to effect such clearings, that they are suspicious of the 
motives of every one who suggests emigration. He is of opinion that it would be advan- 
tageous, both to landlord and tenant, that leases should be granted; but he would not pro- 
pose to grant a lease for any croft less than is sufficient to maintain a family. He thinks 
that the best mode of granting leases would be to let a farm to a body of tenants who might 
agree amongst themselves to take it, and who would be jointly and severally bound for the 
rent, but who would have each a separate lot. He is of opinion that, although means 
could be found from other quarters than the proprietors to facilitate emigration, the people 
would not be disposed to emigrate. (Signed) RODERICK CAMPBELL. 

HECTOR M‘LEAN. 


Donald M‘Phee, Wilkam Gillies, Angus M‘Leod, Alexander Montgomerie. 
Alevander Montgomerie, being interrogated, replied :— 


I am a tenant of land at Roag, and pay L.4 rent; and I have been a tenant there for 
twenty-one years. I have been in my present croft two years, and I was eighteen years in 
that which I occupied previously. My stock consists of two cows and their followers ; no 
sheep and no horse. I sow about two bolls of oats, and plant five barrels of potatoes. My 
family commenced using the potatoes in August, and continued to use them till about Mar- 
tinmas, when they were lifted, and I found that there were about five barrels remaining. 
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The greater part of these have decayed. The average return of oats on these crofts at 
Roag is from two to two-and-a-half seeds. Since the failure of the potatoes, I have yearly 
expended about L.15 for food, besides the produce of the croft. Without potatoes, it would 
be impossible for any man to subsist on such a croft, even if he paid no rent. The rent 
has all along been paid, not out of the produce of the ground, but from the wages of labour. 
While the proprietor was here, he gave employment, and I worked for him, but since he is 
gone, there is little employment. There was last year, for six weeks or two months, em- 
ployment in draining for all who wanted it, but it was discontinued before the end of March. 
The work was done by piece-work. The price paid was 9d. a rood for opening, filling, and 
closing the drains. Two-thirds of the wages were paid weekly in meal, and the other third 
was set against the rent. My whole earnings, including the meal, were L.1, 1s. 8d. I am 
not in good health, and therefore unable to do much work. William Gillies and his son, 
both able workmen, earned between them L.5. I think if I had, in addition to my present 
croft, another of the same description, that the land would then suffice to maintain a family ; 
but it would require a capital of nearly L.50 to enable me to take it, in addition to what I 
now have, and this I have no means of procuring. I am of opinion that there is no present 
disposition amongst the people for emigration ; but I think it probable that, if means could 
be found, a considerable number would rather emigrate than encounter all the difficulties 
they see before them here. The crofts are Jet at too high a rent. The farm of Roag is let 
to crofters at a much higher rent than any tacksman could afford to give for it; and it 
would be a great relief to the crofters if they could obtain a reduction of rent. 
(Signed) ALEXANDER MONTGOMERIE. 
We concur in the above statement by Alexander Montgomerie. 
(Signed) ANGUS M‘LEOD. 
WILLIAM GILLIES. 
DONALD M‘PHEE. 





REPORT by Mr PETeRKIN to Sir Jonn M‘NEILL, G.C.B., in reference to a Statement con- 
tained in a printed paper headed “Imminent Destitution in the Isle of Skye,” regarding 
the case of a poor man named Rory Campbell, residing at Roag, in the parish of Duirnish. 


I visited Rory Campbell in his house, on Saturday the 1st of March, at about nine o’clock 
AM. I found him and his wife and three children sitting around the fire, and a fourth child 
lying in bed, not having yet risen. Rory stated his age to be thirty-seven, and his wife 
said her age was thirty-four. Rory has four children,—the eldest of whom, a girl, is eleven 
years ofage. She is not, however, one of the wife’s children. Rory is a weaver, and cloth of 
some description was on the loom. The appearance of the house, Rory, his wife, and child- 
ren, was very much like that of the houses of cottars and families of the class to which Rory 
belongs in Skye. 

Having made inquiry as to the means by which this family had yesterday had their food, 
I was told that they had received a stone of meal in charity,—that it would last them to-day 


and to-morrow, and that they would have some fish. The wife and the whole family are 


able to go about, and Rory has every appearance of being able-bodied. The wife professed 
to go about for the purpose of asking aid from her charitable neighbours. 

The statement referred to in the printed paper having been attributed by the parochial 
board of Duirnish, at their meeting on Thursday the 27th February, to a Mr Donald Ross 
from Glasgow, I made particular inquiry in regard to whether or not he had ever been in 
the house, or had seen chess poor people, or whether or not they had received the relief from 
him, which had been administered in time to save the life of the wife. In reply to my in- 
quiries, I was told that Mr Ross had never been in the house—that the family had never 
received relief from him—that the wife had no occasion to be in bed while Mr Ross was in 
the neighbourhood, as she had nothing the matter with her—that as she had never required 
the doctor’s assistance, she had never asked for it—that the family were in good enough 
health—that they were in poor circumstances—that in December last, the inspector of poor 
was applied to, who, although demurring for some time to give relief, ultimately did do so; 
telling them, however, that he would give them no more, consequently they have not since 
asked him for assistance. They killed their last hen seven weeks ago. 

I communicated with Rory Campbell and his wife through an interpreter, a young man 
residing in their immediate vicinity. 

After leaving Rory’s house, I was met by a number of men, from one of whom (put for- 
ward by the others as being able to speak English) I received the following statement :— 

That two or three nights ago, while one of the men in the group was preparing to go to 
bed at midnight, he was called upon to render immediate assistance to a person representing 
himself to be starving—and that he and his family were now in that condition. 

The house of this person being in my way, I went into it, accompanied by my informant, 
and the man who gave the relief, and the interpreter above referred to. I found the house 
very similar to Rory Campbell’s. A fire had recently been lighted—the wife and children 
were still in bed. ‘Phe man himself was said to be out fishing. I asked those who brought 
me to the house what they wanted of me. The wife and children were in bed, and the 
husband was out in search of what should be their breakfast, and although the family might 
be poor—were they starving? The reply I got was to the effect that there was nothing in 
the house. Upon which I took the liberty of opening some covers of boxes and pots in the 
room—and in the third box I opened, my hand, when thrust down, was buried in flour. I 
immediately thereafter left the hours. W. A. PETERKIN. 

Portree, 3d March 1851. 
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At PortREE, Tuesday, 4th March 1851. 


Donald M*Lean and Valentine Chisholm stated :— 


That they were tenants on Cashletter, in the parish of Duirnish, paying rents of £11 each. 
When Mr Cameron of Corrochoilga, the present proprietor, came into possession of the 
property in 1848, the farm was divided into fourteen lots, at rents of from £4, 10s. to £7. 

{r Cameron divided it into ten lots at £10, 10s. each, exclusive of poor’s rates and public 
charges—amounting to 10s. Under the original arrangement the rent of the farm was £80, 
it is now £105. Such of the original crofters as were unable to pay their rents, were de- 
prived of their crofts, which were added to those of the others. Some of these ejected 
persons are now residing on the farm as cottars, without land. The crofters occupying the 
ten crofts under the new arrangement, applied for leases, which were refused, but they were 
assured that so long as they continued to pay rents, they should not be removed. That 
they proposed, on condition of getting leases, to pay the interest of the money necessary to 
drain and trench their crofts—the work to be executed by themselves at the ordinary prices 
——and the value of the work to be set against their rents; but as they could not obtain 
leases, this proposal fell to the ground. They continued to pay their rents till Whitsunday 
last, when some of them were unable to pay in full, and at Martinmas last, none of them 
were able to pay their rents. They offered, however, to give their cattle at such value a 
Mr Cameron’s factor might put upon them, in payment of their rents. At present prices, 
it would have taken nearly all their cattle to pay the rent. The offer was, however, de- 
clined. A considerable number of these crofters are in arrear a whole year’s rent. The 
heard nothing more until it was intimated to them that if they did not immediately pay their 
rents, their stock would be sequestrated, and they would be served with notice of removal at 
Whitsunday. The sequestration has not yet been effected, and they do not know what 
course Mr Cameron may ultimately take. These crofters have grass for nine cows each—of 
which five are housed in winter, and four out-lyers, twenty sheep, and one horse. The 
crofters sow, on an average, about six bolls of oats, and plant from five to six barrels of 
potatoes. The return from the potatoes this last year was sufficient to last from August to 
Martinmas—having been used twice a day. Some reserved a portion for seed, but of these 
a part has decayed. The return from the oats sown is, on an average, three seeds, They 
have seen the effect of draining on such lands as they occupy, and have no doubt that the 
additional produce of the land when drained, would enable them to pay the interest of the 
money expended, and leave them better off than they now are. But to enable them to 
derive the full advantage from draining, it would be necessary that they should be employed 
to execute the work, and that the wages should be set against their rents while the work 
was in progress. The additional produce on their lands when drained, would much more 
than cover the interest of the money expended ; and we should have the additional advan- 
tage of early sowing and early harvest. The grain grown upon the drained land is not only 
more in quantity, but much better in quality, and turns out better at the mill, The small 
bits of land that are drained on their own crofts, are as much better than the rest, as if they 
had been manured and the others not. They estimate the additional return on drained 
land at about one-fourth more than on undrained land on their farm, which is a wet clay 
land. Even if they had their crofts drained, and obtained leases, they do not believe that, 
with all the improvement they could make on their crofts, they would be able, at the present 
prices of cattle, to pay their present rents from the produce of the croft. It would still be 
necessary for them to earn wages, here or elsewhere, to enable them to pay their rents ; but 
the produce of the croft would then suffice for the maintenance of their families, and it 
would no longer be necessary to buy meal, as they do at present. The stock alone would 
not, at present prices, pay their rents. They further stated that, besides the produce of 
their crofts, they had bought and consumed, the one eleven, and the other seven, bolls of 
meal since March last year. So that, to maintain their families in any kind of comfort, 
they require this quantity in addition to the present produce of their crofts. Of the other 
crofters, many have not bought so much, because they had not the means, and their families 
have not been living in comfort. 

Valentine Chisholm stated he had a son in the south who remitted enough to pay bis 
rent, otherwise he would have been unable to purchase so much meal. 

There is not one of these ten crofters who is able to maintain his family and pay his rent 
from the produce of his croft alone—they are all, either themselves, or some able-bodied 
member of their family, earning wages to pay the rent and aid in maintaining the family. 

(Signed) DONALD M‘LEAN. 
VALENTINE CHISHOLM 





At PortTrREE, Tuesday, 4th March 1851. 
Nel Macfarlane and Roderick Ferguson stated :— 


We are, one a cottar and the other a crofter, at Edinbane, in Skeabost, in the parish of 
Duirnish. We have resided there, one all his life, and the other twenty-five years. The 
farm of Edinbane, forty years ago, was occupied by one gentleman-tenant, who had eight 
aub-tenants, and was let at a rent of L.80. At Martinmas 1841 the rent was raised to 
£100, and the gentleman-tenant relinquished it, thinking it too dear at that rent. It was 
then divided into twenty-five lots, on which the crofters entered at Whitsunday 1841, en 


ff 


-_ rt. BP ee CT ~~ sot - er. ea 











TAKEN BY SIR JOHN M‘NEILL. 57 


gaging to pay arent for the farm of £250. The farm was then possessed in common by 

Mr Norman Macdonald of Scalpa, and Mr Macdonald of Skeabost. After three years, the 

tenants being unable to pay their rents, they were reduced to £200. The farm was then 

divided between the two proprietors, each taking a separate share with the people upon it. 
Mr Macdonald of Scalpa reduced the rent on his half to £70; and Mr Macdonald, Skeabost, 
kept his at £100. Mr Macdonald, Skeabost, then purchased the half possessed by Scalpa, 
and raised the rent of the farm from £170 to above £250, which is the present rent. 
While the potatoes succeeded, our crofts produced enough to maintain our families; and by 
the wages of labour we were able to pay even these high rents. Since the failure of the 
otatoes, we have been unable to pay our rents, as all we could earn was expended in buy- 
ing meal to maintain our families. The produce of our crofts affording food for only three 
months. We sowed about two bolls of oats, and planted about two barrels of potatoes. We 
commenced using the potatoes in July, and continucd using them till Martinmas. We 
reserved a part for seed, but have occasionally been obliged to use some of that part. The 
return of oats was three and a half seeds on a superior quality of seed. We are in arrear 
two years’ rent. We are of opinion that, without any assistance except what we can our- 
selves earn by the wages of labour, we could undertake to pay a moderate rent for such a 
croft as would maintain our families for the whole year. We think that, although more 
than a year must elapse after getting possession of the croft, before any crop can be got 
from it, that we could support our families by our own labour, with the assistance of the 
fish and shell-fish they could procure for themselves, till the produce of the croft became 
available, and that thereafter we should be able gradually to stock the croft from our earn- 
ings, and make ourselves independent of assistance from any quarter. We think that. for 
such a croft, which would be four times the size of our crofts at Edinbane, from £6 to £8 
would be a full rent. The rents of our present crofts are, for the one £5, and for the other 
£4, 17s. 6d. 

Neil Macfarlane stated that, having from sickness been unable to earn wages, as he has 
been in the habit of doing, he has been deprived of his land, because he could not pay the 
rent. When he entered on his croft, he had some capital, which is now exhausted. 

We are of opinion that if the crofters had leases, even for ten or fifteen years, they would 
do much more to improve their crofts than they do now. 

(Signed) NEIL MACFARLANE. 
RODERICK FERGUSON. 





PARISH OF BRACADALE. 
Copy Minvte of Meeting Parochial Board of Bracadale. 


At Struan, the lst day of March 1851, the Parochial Board of Bracadale having met by 
circular from the Inspector, at the request of Sir John M‘Neill, chairman of the 
Board of Supervision,— 

Present,—Hugh MacAskill, Esq., chairman; Edward Gibbons, Esq., Ebost; and the 

Rev. Niel Mackinnon. 


_ Sir John M‘Neill submitted the three following queries to the board, which, with their 


respective answers, are now minuted :— 

Q. 1. Are there at this date, in the parish of Bracadale, persons, not by the existing law 
entitled to demand relief, who are suffering from want to such an extent as to endanger 
health or life, notwithstanding every effort they can make to obtain the means of subsist- 
ence, and all the aid they are receiving from any quarter or source? 

A. The board is of opinion that there are no such persons in this parish at present. 

Q. 2. Is there good reason to believe that there will be such persons as the season 
advances? and if so, what is the greatest number of persons that will probably be suffering 
from want at any one time before next harvest, notwithstanding every exertion they can 
possibly make to procure the means of subsistence ? 

A. The board is of opinion that there will be a number of such persons this year greater 
than that which required relief last year. 

Q. 3. What measures have been taken by the parochial board, or are proposed to be 
taken, with a view to provide for such emergency ? 

A. The board has authorised the inspector, in urgent cases of distress, to afford tempo- 
tary relief from the parochial funds to persons not by law entitled to demand it. 

(Signed) HUGH MACASKILL, Chairman. 





EVIDENCE taken at Struan, Saturday, 1st March 1851. 


_ Weare of opinion, that the eleemosynary aid, while it has relieved much misery and saved 
life, has been prejudicial in its effects on the habits of industry of the people; and we are 
also of opinion, that it has had the effect of inducing persons to resort to deceitful prac- 
tices for the purpose of participating in the relief; and that, on the whole, it has been pre- 
judicial to their character. We are of opinion, that the people generally still expect relief 
from some quarter, and that this expectation is calculated to deter them from making the 
exertions they might otherwise make to provide for themselves ; and that the material con- 
dition of the people has been progressively deteriorating during the last four years. We 
are of opinion, that to give land to a man who has no capital could afford him no relief, and 
that no croft less than such as now let at from L.12 to L.15 will produce enough to subsist 
a family ; ge that a capital of not less than L.70 would be necessary to enable a man to 
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establish himself in such a croft, and to reap his first crop free from debt; and that of the 
persons not already possessed of lands to that extent, there is not one in the parish who is 
in a condition to take such a croft. We are of opinion, from observation and experience, 
that capital cannot be profitably employed on agricultural improvement in this country. 

Mr Gibbons stated, that he was a native of Lincolnshire, and had resided in Skye for 
nearly thirty-eight years. That he had been for twenty-two years factor on the M‘Leod 
estate; that during that time the late and the present proprietor had brought experienced 
agriculturists from various parts of England and of Scotland, for the purpose of carrying out 
agricultural improvements. That they had all on their first arrival conceived the most 
favourable hopes of success; but that each, after a short experience, had been convinced 
that such improvements could not be profitably undertaken on this soil and in this climate. 
In like manner, several farmers of experience from the south have at different times en- 
deavoured to conduct agricultural farms on this property; but all, without exception, after 
some experience, abandoned the undertaking. 

We estimate at about sixty the number of males who leave this parish annually in quest 
of work elsewhere, independent of such as go merely for harvest-work. About forty males 
and females go for harvest-work only. We are of opinion, that it would be desirable to 
grant leases to industrious and respectable crofters for crofts such as are now let at L.12 
rent; but not for any smaller croft; because, amongst other reasons, a smaller croft would 
not produce enough to maintain a family, and pay even a moderate rent. We are of opinion 
that, taking into consideration the land of which they are allowed the use, the employment 
they receive, and the aid afforded to them by those on whose farms they reside, the cottars 
in this parish are, on the whole, not so ill off as the crofters paying L.3, and under, in many 
other parts of the country. 

(Signed) HUGH MACASKILI, Rundoonan, by Broadford. 
EDWARD GIBBONS, Tacksman, Ebost. 
NIEL MACKINNON, Minister, Bracadale. 
WILLIAM MORRIS, Tacksman, Ullinish. 
JOHN MACRAE, Tacksman, Ose. 
EWEN CAMERON, Tacksman, Tallisker. 


A Petition having been presented on the part of certain cottars on the glebe, and a pen- 
dicle attached, Angus M‘Neill appeared to answer for the petitioners; and, being interro- 
gated, replied,—That he had to state that the petitioners had no potatoes, and had ground 
only a few pecks of meal; and that they were now without food. That he pays for his 
croft L.4 rent, and gives eight days’ ba during which he receives his food. He has one 
cow. He has no other stock. He sowed about a barrel and a half of oats, and about two 
barrels of potatoes. The potatoes were all consumed before Martinmas. His corn was 
mostly eaten by cattle and sheep. That the petitioners have not actually paid their rent 
for four or five years; but they have done a certain amount of work to be put against their 
rents, and they do not know how much they owe. 





PARISH OF STRATH. 
At BroaprorD, the 6th day of March 1851 years. 


At a meeting of the Parochial Board of the parish of Strath, called by circular, to 
meet Sir John M‘Neill,— 

Present—The Rev. John Mackinnon, minister of Strath ; Mr Donald M‘Lean, Kyliakin ; 
Mr Donald M‘Innes, Hunahurt ; Harry M‘Donald, factor for Strathaird ; Mr Neil Nicolson, 
Torran.—Of which meeting the said fe M‘Donald was chosen preses. 

Sir John stated to the meeting the object of his visit to this country, and of calling this 
meeting, and proposed to the meeting the following queries, which were answered as under :— 

Q. 1. Are there at this date, in the parish of Strath, persons, not by the existing law en- 
titled to demand relief, who are suffering from want to such an extent as to endanger health 
or life, notwithstanding every effort they can make to obtain the means of subsistence, and 
all the aid they are receiving from any quarter or source? 

A. The board have no reason to believe that there are any such persons. 

Q. 2. Is there good reason to believe that there will be such persons as the season ad- 
vances ¢ and if so, what is the greatest number of persons that will probably be suffering 
from want at any one time before next harvest, notwithstanding every exertion they can 
possibly make to procure the means of subsistence? 

A. The board are of opinion that there will be a very considerable number of persons 
suffering in the course of the ensuing season and harvest from want, but they cannot fix 
upon any specific number. 

Q. 3. What measures have been taken by the parochial board, or are proposed to be taken, 
with a view to provide for such emergency ? 

A. The board have authorised their inspector to give temporary relief to those who were 
not legally entitled to it, but were suffering from urgent want and distress, and the inspector 
is now acting upon such authority. 

The meeting authorised the preses to sign this minute on their behalf. 

(Signed) HARRY M‘DONALD, Preses. 


Extracted from the minutes of the parochial board of the parish of Strath. 
RANALD M‘'DONALD, Inspector. 
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At BroaprorpD, Thursday, 6th March 1851. 


We are of opinion, that the eleemosynary aid afforded to the people for the last four years 
has had a prejudicial effect on the character of the people, but it has at the sametime re- 
lieved much misery, and saved lives. We are also of opinion, that it has induced persons to 
misrepresent their circumstances in order to participate in it. We are of opinion, that the 
persons in this parish, who are in the most depressed condition, are the cottars and the 
small crofters. We are of opinion, that the smallest extent of land on which an able-bodied 
man can maintain his family and pay rent, from the produce of the land alone, is such an 
extent as is now let on Lord Macdonald’s property at £12 to £13 of rent; and that to enable 
a man to occupy such a croft, and reap his first crop free from debt, would require a capital 
of not less than £100. To enable a man in like manner to occupy a £5 croft, would require 
a capital of not less than £40. We are of opinion, that the number of able-bodied men who 
go south from this parish will be about 500 annually. We are of opinion, that the distri- 
bution of meal by the destitution committee had the effect of inducing a considerable num- 
ber of persons to remain here who would otherwise have gone south, and of inducing others 
who had gone south to return. We are of opinion, that the existing resources of the parish 
cannot possibly be so employed, in a manner profitable to the employer, ag to make the 
parish capable of affording permanent subsistence to the present population, and that it 

cannot be made self-sustaining unless the numbers are diminished. 
(Signed) Signed 
JOHN MACKINNON, Minister. DONALD MTLEAN, Kyliakin. 
NORMAN M‘ALISTER, Sirathaird. ARCHIBALD M‘ALISTER, Strathaird. 
DONALD M‘INNES, Harripool. HARRY M‘DONALD. 
NEIL NICOLSON, Torran. A. K. MSKINNON. 


PARISH OF SLEAT. 


At Iste Ononsay, the 7th day of March 1851 years. 


At a meeting of the Parochial Board of the parish of Sleat, called by circulars, to meet 

Su John N‘Neill,— —_. 

Present,—Charles Macdonald, Esq., Ard ; Alexander Macdonald, Esq., Tormore; Major 
Alexander Elder, Knock; Mr Alexander Macdonald, Stonefield ; Mr John Macrae, Fer- 
rindonald; Mr Samuel Robertson, Aird; Mr Malcolm Kennedy, Cairnscross; and Mr 
Archibald Macpherson, Dalvike-—Of which meeting the said Major Alexander Elder was 
chosen Preses. 

Sir John stated to the meeting the object of his visit to this country, and of calling this 
meeting, and proposed to the meeting the following queries, which were answered as under:— 

Q. 1, Are there at this date, in the parish of Sleat, persons, not by the existing law en- 
titled to demand relief, who are suffering from want to such an extent as to endanger health 
or lite, notwithstanding every effort they can make to obtain the means of subsistence, and 
all the aid they are receiving from any quarter or source ? 

A. The board are of opinion that at this time there are none. 

Q. 2. Is there good reason to believe that there will be such persons as the season ad- 
vances? and if so, what is the greatest number of persons that will probably be suffering 
from want at any one time before next harvest, notwithstanding every exertion they can 
possibly make to procure the means of subsistence ? 

A. The board are of opinion that there will be many persons so situated, but are at present 
unable to state their number. 

Q. What measures have been taken by the parochial board, or are proposed to be taken, 
with a view to provide for such emergency ? 

_A. The board have authorised the inspector to grant temporary relief to persons not en- 
titled by law. 

Major Elder was authorised to sign this minute on the part of the parochial board. 

(Signed) A. M‘D. ELDER, Chairman. 

Extracted from the minutes of the parochial board of the parish of Sleat. 

RANALD M‘DONALD, Acting Inspector. 





At Istz Oronsay, Friday, 7th March 1851. 


Weare of opinion, that the eleemosynary aid afforded to the people for the last four years 
has had a prejudicial effect on their character, and has induced some to misrepresent their 
circumstances, for the purpose of participating in it; but we have no doubt that it has re- 
heved much misery, and saved life. We are also of opinion, that the circumstances of the 
people have progressively deteriorated, from year to year, since 1846, and that the persons 
in this parish who are in the most depressed condition are the cottars and the crofters pay- 
ing under L.3 rent. We are of opinion, that the smallest extent of land on which an able- 
bodied man can maintain his family, and pay rent from the produce of the land alone, is 
such an extent as is now let in the parish of Sleat at from L.10 to L.12; and that, to enable 
4 man to occupy such a croft, and reap his first crop free from debt, would require a capital 
of not less than L.70. Of those in the parish, not now in possession of such a croft, we do 
not know of one who is in a condition to take such a croft. We are of opinion, that the 
number of able-bodied men who go south from this parish annually is not less than 300; 
and that from every family, paying less than L.10 of rent, one or more members must ne- 
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cessarily go somewhere to earn wages. Of the small crofters, the man who is in the most 
independent circumstances is he who has able-bodied sons who go south, and, by the wages 
of their labour, contribute to the maintenance of the family, and provide the means of pay- 
ing the rent. We are of opinion, that a man with a L.4 croft in Sleat, who has employment 
at wages for six months in the year, is in a better position to maintain his family than if he 
were employed the whole year, and had no land. Weare of opinion, that if the crofters 
had leases they would bestow more labour on their crofts, and raise from them a greater 
amount of produce. We are of opinion, that a proprietor might advantageously grant leases 
for any crofts on which there was stock sufficient to give him a security for his rent, but not 
otherwise. We are of opinion, that the existing resources of the parish of Sleat cannot pos- 
sibly be so employed, in a manner profitable to the employer, as to make the parish capable 
of affording permanent subsistence to the present population, and that it cannot be made 
self-sustaining unless the numbers are diminished. We are of opinion, that there are many 
persons in this parish who, if the means could be found, would be desirous to emigrate. 
Samuel Robertson, elder, stated, that he has had frequent communication with the people 
on the subject, and that he had found amongst them a general, and almost universal, desire 
to emigrate, if the means of enabling them to do so could be found, and that the conviction 
is general, that it is the only measure that would afford effectual relief. He further stated, 
that he is himself a crofter, occupying land at a rent of L.4, and that he has been seven or 
eight years an elder. 
We are further of opinion, that the distribution of the meal by the destitutiog committee had 
not the effect of inducing any to return to this parish who had gone elsewhere in quest of work. 
(Signed) ALEX. MACDONALD, Zacksman. A. M‘DONALD, Elder, Knock. 
CHAs. MACDONALD, of Ard. MALCOLM KENNEDY, Elder. 
SAMUEL ROBERTSON, Elder. ARCH. MACPHERSON, Elder. 
ALEX. MACDONALD, Elder. 





At IsLeE Oronsay, Saturday, 8th March 1851. 
Angus Macdonald, being interrogated, replied :— 


I am ground-officer on Lord Macdonald’s property in the parish of Sleat, and I have 
been so thirty-five years, as my father and grandfather were before me. I produce certi- 
ficates of my character and conduct from Mr Shaw, Mr Macpherson, and Dr M‘Leod, late 
factors, from Mr Alexander M‘Iver, late minister in the parish of Sleat, now of Dornoch. 
I am personally acquainted with every man in the parish. I have reason to believe 
that the rents were generally well paid both at Whitsunday and Martinmas last. The 
payment of the Whitsunday rents was facilitated by the wages received for draining and 
trenching under the Drainage Act. The Martinmas rents were paid, so far as they have 
been collected, from other sources. I am of opinion, that crofters paying L.” of rent, who 
have their full stock, which will be not less than six cows, thirty sheep, and two horses, 
ought to be able to maintain their families, and pay their rent, from the produce of the croft 
alone, even at present prices. They would sow seven barrels of oats, and plant about nine 
barrels of potatoes ; but I do not think that ona less croft it would be possible for a man to 
maintain his family and pay rent from the produce of the land alone. All those whose 
crofts are less, must, to enable them to live and pay rent, earn money by labour, by 
fishing, or by some occupation other than work on their own lands; and, in fact, there is 
no one of the small crofters—that is, persons paying under L.7 rent—who do not actually, 
either by themselves or some member of their family, provide the means of paying rent 
and supporting themselves during a part of the year from the wages of labour, or the 

roduce of fishing, or some other industry. By far the greater part go to the south for work, 
but some from this parish have found work in Lewis. The great majority have nets, and 
a boat or share of a boat ; and some members of the family engage in the herring fishing 
here. On the west coast of the parish they also, at this season, engage in the cod and ling 
fishing, part of which they cure themselves, and part they sell to curers who frequent the 
coast. This last season the boats got a considerable quantity of herrings; but the fresh 
fish were sold at a low rate, sometimes as low as 2s. 6d. a cran, sometimes as high as 0s. 
When the fish were cheap, they salted a considerable quantity for themselves. Those who 
are engaged in cod and ling fishing, of course find other fish also on their lines; these are 
consumed in their own families, and perhaps exchanged for a little meal with their aut 
bours ; but I cannot say, of my own knowledge, that any fish but cod and ling are actually 
sold. There are about twelve boats now engaged in this fishing—four men in each boat. 
The boats are from fourteen to eighteen feet keel. At the herring fishing, in the season, 
there are about forty boats engaged, with four men in each boat. Each man will havea 
barrel of nets. Ihe most successful of these boats may make as much as L.20, or L.5 a man; 
but many of them make little more than L.5 per boat, besides supplying their families with 
fresh fish, and salting from two to three barrels for use in the house. There may be in the 
parish about ten families, of which one member, who went south for work, has settled 
there, and has not returned except for a visit. These have mostly married in the south, and 
send little or no assistance to their families; but with these exceptions, they all return for 
the winter. Before the failure of the potatoes, the rents of the small tenants were paid in 
the same manner from the wages of labour, chiefly in the south. Since the failure of the 
potatoes, however, the tenants themselves have been forced to go south for work, whereas 
previously only some of the younger members of their families went. On the small lots 
they were, even in favourable years before the failure of the potatoes, unable to produce 
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enough to feed their families, and pay their rent. When the price of cattle was high, 

those who had two or three cows might, with little help from wages, subsist and pay their 

rent ; but ever since I remember anything, a large proportion of the small tenants have paid 

their rents, or a considerable part of them, in money earned by wages in the south. In 

1809, when Mr M‘Pherson took charge as factor, there was a distribution of the land into 

191 lots, which had previously been on the run-rigg system. There was then but one family 

on each lot, but as members of the family married, a portion of the lot, one-half or one- 

hird, was given to them, and thus there are many lots originally intended for one family 

on which there are now two or three. Orders were issued to prevent the division of lots; 

and I was instructed not to permit any new house to be built on any of the lots. This was 
about twenty years ago, and since that time the order has been enforced; but when mem- 
bers of the family married, they were accommodated in a part of their father’s house, and 
thus the lots which were barely sufficient for one family, are, in fact, occupied by two or 
more, although they have not separate houses. This has been one great cause of their 
poverty. I will give a statement of the number of crofters who have consumed, or are in the 
course of consuming, the corn and potatoes reserved for seed. I will also give a similar 
note of persons residing on the lands of tacksmen. These persons will, none of them, have 
the means of sowing corn or planting potatoes on their lands; and if they were sup- 
plied this year, though it would be a great help to them, I see no reason to doubt that they 
would be in the same need next year. ‘There is a class below these, who have no lands, 
and who are already in extreme destitution; but I am satished that a hundred bolls of 
meal, distributed in small quantities as temporary relief in extreme cases, would go further 
than 700 bolls employed as the committee meal has been. I have reflected much upon the 
condition of the people, and the means of extricating them from their present hopeless con- 
dition. To give them land, even if you gave them leases, could be of no use to men who have 
not the means to stock the land, or to maintain themselves while they are working it; and I 
see no possible means of extricating them unless they can be enabled to emigrate. I am of 
opinion, that a great many of the people are now desirous to emigrate, if they could find 
the funds. Some would desire to go to Canada, some to Australia; and, if they had the 
choice, I am satisfied that numbers would hasten to take advantage of the opportunity. 
There are in the parish many persons not by law entitled to demand relief, who are at pre- 


sent subsisting almost solely on the relief given in meal from the parochial funds. 
(Signed) ANGUS MACDONALD. 


Extract Letrer from ANGUS MacponaLp to Sir Joun M‘NEILL, G.C.B. 


In compliance with your desire, I now inclose a list of crofters and cottars in this parish 
(Sleat), who, I am confident, are not able without assistance to sow their ground this year. 
] have done this privately, otherwise I would have had many applications to put down names. 
I may, however, say, that I am sure I am rather below than above the number. 











CROFTERS. 

Farm. Name of Crofter. Age. plat Seis Fanily. 
Callegany,...... Malcolm Robertson, ..........ssccccesececcsecces 70 30 2 
J OND: RODEFSONy sziacevevsieeinsdeaven sevens eweeees 47 16 7 
Alexander Macdonald,...........sesescsccesesrs 45 17 6 
5 Nici EPA ene Angus Macdonald,.........scccosesssseeseacceees 56 22 1 
Roderick Macdonald,........sssccccececesscceess 38 16 5 
Widow Farquhar Macgillivray...........cesee 51 18 4) 
Widow Ewan M‘Kinnon),.........ccsecesseeeees 59 24 5 
Point of Sleat, [Roderick Robertson,........ssssssessescsssceeees 53 22 4 
John Macpherson,.........scsssccecssscesececenes 33 8 4 
Caradale,........ Alexander Buchanan),,.........ccssccsscecscsccees 42 7 4 
Stonefield,...... Martin Macdonald,.........c.secccsceccscecseeees 45 26 8 
John Macdonald,...........ssecsscovecccsceseoecs 40 8 6 
Tarskavaig, .....|Malcolm M‘Kinnon,.........sessessceseesseeceees 60 29 5 
Neil MI nneisiscaswacesectinsssccsaweowcswesssewess 60 15 6 
Widow Alexander M‘Kinnon,............0000. 40 15 4 
Widow Donald Robertson,.............scseese. 32 10 5 
Widow Donald M‘Pherson,.........cecccsssses 50 20 3 
Tockavaig,...... Widow Angus Macdonald,..........scssecseees 69 35 3 
Drumfearn,.....[Peter Gillies,......csscssssssosvcesccsccsecersseces 17 24 4 
Lachlan Gillies,.....ccsscscecsceseccesceecsecscees 35 3 2 
Donald Giillies,.....scccsccecccceccscsssecesceccens 37 5 4 
Tongue,......++. Donald Macintyre,.......sssscssscesseessceesees 50 18 6 
| Cairnscroas,.....;Alexander Kennedy,........scssecssesecsesceees 43 15 6 
Donald Macintosh,.......ssesscscccseccscecsceees 35 3 2 
Angus Macintosh,.......-sssssssssssersesessceees 40 13 4) 
Angus Macdonald,........s0ssescessssresssceeves 45 15 5 
Angus M‘Innes,.....ssssssscesescessecccneeeeees 36 4 3 
Archibald M‘Kinnon,,........sscsscccsscceseeeees 45 10 6 
Widow Kennedy,.......scccssescsececesscccceees 32 8 6 
Widow David M‘Innes,...........scccssesscceses 40 13 2 
Donald Macdonald, .........scssessevsesecccceees 40 9 5 
John M'Kinnony......sssscccsecscscccccsccenscece 40 : 5 


APPENDIX (A.) 





Examinations. 
SKYE. 





Angus Macdonald. 
8 March 1851. 


Aprenpix (A.) 





Examinations. 
SKYE. 





Angus Macdonald. 
8 March 1851. 


Donald Robertson. 


62 MINUTES OF EVIDENCE 
















COTTARS. 
Farm. Name of Cottar. Age. ae mee Fan 
Tormore,........ BErwen Bruce, ...cccccccesccccscncscccccccesssescess 40 18 6 
John Stewart, ...cccccccccccccercccsscccscccersess 29 tes 
Widow M‘Lean, Pauper,......ssccccceseeeccess 77 sei 2 
Widow John Macdonald, .........ssecsccsesees 55 29 5 
Ronald Macdonald, Grieve,.........ccccccsees 35 5 3 
John Macdonald,.......cssscsvecssccccccccvescces 77 35 3 
Widow James M‘Lean,.......ccccccccseccecces 40 29 4 
Widow Malcolm Beatson,.........sccsccssceees 45 17 3 
Gillen,........... Malcolm M‘MMillan,.......cscscsscscscssccceceees 29 oe yar 
Widow Donald Macdonald,............0seeeee. 50 19 5 
Alexander Robertson,......ccsccsscesaccscosenes 30 ne Wife. 
ORG siisiseniicees Malcolm M‘Lure, .........cssccccccseccccsesacess 76 sce 3 
Alexander Macken ie,.........seccsccsccccsssces 35 2 4 
Donald MackenZie,........ccccccccccscecescceces 33 6 4 
Jonn. Macken Zieyscesscsccadiescdescesssssensseess 30 2 3 
Malcolm M‘Lure, Shepherd, .........seesesees 38 se 3 
Alexander Robertson,.......csssescsecssccececes 40 7 3 
Hwan: DU Phers0nj.iwecsscssivacccicessetacveneses 63 ae 4 
Donald Macdonald,........ceseccosscccceccscrecs 45 sl 2 
Neil MoP ners00y cc csvsdccssevasessecenoscdoteedes 45 15 5 
Roderick M‘Kinnon,....ccccsccscseseccccvcccees 36 ag 3 
Alexander M‘Kinnon,.......ssssccssscsccesecees 35 ses 2 
Knock,........00 Duncan Robertson,........sccssccsscsscscceccese 60 16 2 
Malcolm Stewart, Parper,....cccccccccccsccees 73 sis 3 
Neil Mi Phe ran iscscescsteeetscecacetawsecesvans 32 2 3 
Charles M‘Pherson, ......ccsccccccccescesccccees 49 19 5 
Widow M‘Pherson, Paper, .....cccccsssseeeee 78 34 2 
Widow M‘Intyre, Pauper, ....cccccccccccecsees 56 38 5 
William Martin, .....ccccssesccecsecs eecuuneeiue 46 19 4 
John MPherson,...cccoscoccscscsccscersesscess 38 .. | Wife. 
ARGS MUR GY si cocacavicuscuasvaneresewsncadaeits 44 12 8 
Ostaigy......ceeee Neil Robertson,..........s0eeeees sBeawinheesiene 60 29 3 
Roderick MLieati si ideicincssnedenistcecsecees 40 8 3 
Neil-M bitansavivcieeerececcssens uu laaamewousse 35 ae 2 
Widow Mn toahy éscvcescvscanevscscseswcsaciass 55 1 
Widow Alexander Nicolson, .........sseseeese 60 as 2 
Alexander Robertson,.........ssccssssvesscecees 42 16 i) 





Ewan Macdonald and Donald Robertson being interrogated :— 


Donald Robertson replied :—I am a tenant at Tarskavaig, in the west of Sleat, paying 8 
rent of L3, 5s. 7d. for my land, besides poor’s rates. There are thirty-one lots in the farm, 
at the rent above stated. On four of these lots there are two families, and on one three. 
My father had an extent of land cqual to about three of the present lota, and thought it 
barely sufficient to maintain a family and pay rent. At that time potatoes were success- 
fully cultivated. My present lot is calculated to keep three cows, with the followers till 
they are year-olds, and ten sheep; but the keep of the cows is go poor that they rarely have 
calves more than once in two years. I sold a stirk last year for a guinca (L.1, 1s.),—the 
lowest-price I ever received. I sowed four barrels of oats, and planted about four of pota- 
toes. The return on the oats did not exceed two seeds. We commenced consuming the 
potatoes about the end of July, and continued to use them till Martinmas, when I reserved 
about three barrels of the smallest for seed. The produce of my lot did not maintain my 
family last year for four months; but I hope that it will suffice for four months this year— 
certainly not longer. I am sixty-three years of age. I was married at twenty-one, and 
have six children living in family, two of whom are sons; the elder of whom is twenty. 
Since the failure of the potatoes, I have been aided by the earnings of my family, and I got 
something by fishing—sometimes cod, sometimes herring. My oldest son, who went out to 
the south to work, died there. My second son has married, and settled there. The eldest 
now at home went out, for the first time, last year. Some of my daughters have been at 
service in this country. I have improved my lot by taking in waste ground, and by drain- 
ing at my own expense, otherwise it would not, even when potatocs succeeded, have 
given food for myself and my wife. The smallness of the lots is the chief cause of our 
poverty. I would rather have twice as much land at the same rate as at present than have 
my present lot free from rent. I am of opinion that the tenants would work their lands 
with more energy and confidence if they had leases; but, as far as I am myself concerned, 
I can say that, if I bad a life-rent of my croft, I could do no more to improve it than I have 
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been doing. I can see no means of extricating the people from their present difficulties, 
unless a part of the population are enabled to remove to some other place, where the means 
of subsistence can be found. Old as I am, I would rather go, if I could find the means, 
than remain with the prospects before me. 

(Signed) DONALD ROBERTSON. 


Ewan Macdonald replied :—I was a tenant at Tarskavaig, but was deprived of my lands 
at Whitsunday 1847. I was not in arrear of rent. I had paid it regularly. The rent was 
L.3, 5s. There was no reason assigned for depriving me of my land. There is nothing 
against my character, as Donald Robertson can testify. I believe that the real reason was 
that I was collecting for the Free Church; but this reason was not stated. I got some 
land, as sub-tenant, from a lady, and have raised crop upon it. I am not married. I 
am about fifty-two years of age. My mother (who has lost her sight these eight years) and 
two of my sisters reside with me; also a brother, and orphan nephew and niece. It was 
the maintenance of these dependents that has hitherto prevented me from marrying. I 
have not allowed any of them to become a burden on the parish or committee. I had no 
other resources but my croft and my labour. I succeeded to nothing but one cow. My 
brother is about forty years of age, and is also unmarried, and assists in maintaining the 
family. He has no resources but what he earns by work. At the time when the croft was 
taken from me I was left without a house, and have found shelter in a bothy, which is not 
fit for a human habitation. Our residence there has been prejudicial to the health of some 
members of the family. I have repeatedly been promised to be replaced in a lot of land, 
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Ewan Macdonald. 


but hitherto the promise has not been performed. I concur in the statement made above . 


by Donald Robertson. 
(Signed) EWAN MACDONALD. 





Finlay M‘Millan and Lachlan M'Innes being interrogated :— 


Finlay M‘Millan replied :—I have an entire lot in Sasaig farm. The rent of the lot is 
L.9. There are ten such lots in the farm. The croft keeps four cows, a two-year old, a 
horse, and twenty-eight sheep, also the followers of the cows till a year old. The cows 
generally give calves only once in two years. I sow about eight barrels of oats, and plant 
about three barrels of potatoes. The potatoes were used from the beginning of August till 
Martinmas. I have reserved about three barrels for seed. I paid my rent last Martinmas, 
and owe no arrears. The family consists of myself, my wife, and three young children, and 
two hired servants. I had capital of my own, which is now exhausted. My sales last year 
from the croft were two stirks, for which I got 30s. each. I have sold nothing else, from 
the produce of the land. I bought eight bolls of meal last year. I shall have to purchase 
nearly the same quantity, I think, this year. I have been three years in possession of the 
croft, and have had to buy meal every year. From the crop of last year, after reservin 
eight barrels of oats for seed, the remainder was sent to the mill, and gave six bolls of meal. 
The land is much exhausted by constant cropping. 

Lachlan M‘Innes replied :—I have, on the same farm of Sasaig, a half-lot, for which I 
pay L.5. The stock is two cows with followers, and a two-year old, half a horse, and four- 
teen sheep. I have my stock entire, except the sheep, of which I have only four or five. 
Ihave paid my rent to Martinmas. My family consists of my wife and one child. I sow 
about four barrels of oats, and plant two barrels of potatoes. The produce of the croft, on 
an average of years, will maintain my family six months. I have maintained my family by 
labour for the other six months. I have no fishing gear, and for some years have not gone 
south for work. The wages I have earned have been for work done here. Draining, 
trenching, dyke-building, roads, or anything that was to be done. The day’s wages at pre- 
sent are from 1s. to 1s. 2d. per day. On the farm of Sasaig the people are tilling their 
hae Some will have seed to sow it, but some will not have enough to sow it all. All 

ave their cattle-stock complete, but not the sheep or horses. They have been unable to 
complete their sheep stock. There is not one crofter on the farm who maintains his family 
and pays his rent from the produce of the croft alone. The rents are paid wholly or partly 
from the earnings of some members of the family, or from capital I sold one stirk last year, 
for which I got L.1. I sold nothing else from the produce of my croft. When potatoes 
succeeded, the produce of the croft nearly sufficed for the food of the family ; and when the 
price of cattle was high, the sales paid the greater part of the rent. Last year I bought 
about five bolls of meal. I admit that if I was employed at wages all the year round, I 
should make more than I get from the croft, and six months’ wages; for the croft does not 
pay half the rent by stock; and whatever articles I have to purchase with money must be 
paid from wages; but I would not be so comfortable as with the croft and six months’ 
wages. There are three classes of persons in the country, of whom two or more are in dis- 
tress. The most destitute are cottars who have no land; next the smallest crofters. 

We are of opinion, that if the people could be aided this year, and the potatoes were to 
succeed, that a great part of their difficulty would be overcome; but if the potatoes again 
fail, they would be in a worse position than now; because their own resources would be 


more exhausted. 
(Signed) FINLAY M‘MILLAN. 
LACHLAN M‘INNES. 


Finlay M‘Millan. 


Lachlan M‘Innes. 
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John Robertson, being interrogated, replied :— 


I have a lot in the farm of Kilmore, for which I pay £6. My father had the lot about 
thirty years. It is still in his name, and my four brothers and I have possession. My father 
died about two years ago. My mother, my two sisters, and my wife, reside with us in 
family—none of my brothers are married. I ama shoemaker. I can get plenty of em- 
ployment at my trade, but cannot get payment. The stock on the lot consists of two cows, 
one two-year old, and three calves, and three or four sheep,—one of the calves was pur. 
chased. We sow six barrels of oats, and last year one bushel of barley, and plant one barrel 
of potatoes. The return from the barley was scarcely what was sown, and that from the 
six barrels of oats something like five bolls of meal, and nearly three barrels of seed. We 
sold one stirk last year, and got 39s. Last Whitsunday, two of my brothers went to Isle 
of Man fishing—another was engaged at day’s wages (9d. a day) in the country—and the 
other was working with me as a shoemaker. There are six lots in the farm, of which three 
are entire. I count our own lot as entire. On the other three lots there are two on each. 
There is another shoemaker and a tailor, but no more tradesmen on the farm. My eldest 
brother has a boat and nets. He fished herring Jast year, and another brother was also in 
the boat, and a third hand from the farm. My two brothers cured twelve and a half barrels, 
which I took to Glasgow, and left there unsold. We kept more than three barrels for our 
own use. The hichest price offered in Glasgow was 14s., with the barrels, which cost four 
shillings each, and 2s. 6d. each for freight. The salt for each barrel cost me 1s. The price 
of green fish was 2s. 6d. to 5s. a cran. It is about two months since I was in Glasgow. 
One young man from the farm went to the south last year, and has not returned—another 
who returned set out again about a fortnight ago. The only cottar in the farm has had a 
son in the south for some years, who sends him no assistance. One of the crofters on the 
farm having half a lot, is worse off than the cottar who has no Jand. He goes to no kind of 
work, but trusted to fishing, and has now neither boats nor nets. He has, however, one 
cow and one calf. Some of the people on the farm say that they would rather emigrate 
than remain as they are, if they could find the means of going, and I am myself of the same 
mind. I am unable to sign my name. 





Duncan Robertson, being interrogated, replied :-— 


I am twenty years of age. My father has a lot for which he pays £6 rent, and has been 
about thirty years in the farm Ferindonald. The full stock of the lot is—two cows, a two- 
year old, a horse, and 18 sheep. The present stock is—one cow, a stirk, three or four sheep, 
and no horse. My father sold a two-year old last year for £3, 3s., but sold no other produce 
of the stock. The family consists of my father and mother and four sisters, of whom one is 
younger than me, and myself. Two of my brothers older than me are in the south—one of 
them went only about a month ago—the other went about a year ago, and is employed at 
Leith as a mason. He occasionally sends home a little assistance. My father is 63 or 64 

ears of age. I was working at day’s wages for Mr Ross at 9d. a day, at drains and dykes. 
We sowed about four bolls of oats, and planted one barrel of potatoes; the whole produce 
of the oats has been ground, but I cannot tell the quantity—but the whole is consumed. 
We have already bought about three bolls of meal. My father is in bad health, and has for 
some time been unable to work; I must therefore assist him on the croft. I am now engaged 
in working the land for him, but I have no seed to put in the ground. I am working the 
land in the hope that I shall be able to procure seed somehow or other. Last year we sold 
a beast to buy seed, and this year we may probably be forced to do the same. My brother 
who last went out, is also in Leith, where he has found work as a labourer. We have paid 
our rent up to Martinmas. One of my sisters is now in service in Glenelg—another was at 
service in Kigg, but is now at home. Those at home have no earnings from knitting or 
any other occupation. My brother who last went south, has a barrel of neta, and was 
engaged in herring fishing last year, but got only enough for the use of the house. I cannot 
sign my name. 





At Apprecross, 17th March 1851. 
Alexander Kenneth M‘Kinnon, Esq., being interrogated, replied :— 


I was factor for Lord Macdonald, on his Skye estates, from Martinmas 1841 to Martinmas 
1849. Ihave also farmed, on my own account, lands in Skye for above twenty-one years. 
During the eight years in which ] managed Lord Macdonald’s estates in Skye, the arrears of 
rent which were due when I took charge were diminished toa small extent. I mean, that the 
amount collected during those eight years was something more than eight years’ rent. Inno 
instance did I find it necessary to distrain for the recovery of rent. The number of persons pay- 
ing tent to the proprietor on that property was about 1200, and the rents varied from L.2, 10s. 
to above L.1200. No part of any of these rents was paid in labour; they were all paid in 
cash. The sources from which the money to pay rents was derived were the sale of cattle, 
fishing, and the wages of labour in the south. In years when the prices of cattle were high, 
the sales of the produce of stock, in a majority of cases, would cover the rents, even of the 
small crofters. When, on the other hand, the prices were low, a part of the rent must have 
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been paid by that class from the wages of labour, or the profits of fishing. Before the fail- 
ure of the potatoes, the produce of the small crofts, with the fish caught for their own use, suf- 
ficed to maintain an average family nearly the whole year. Before the new potatoes were fit for 
use, and after the former crop was gone, there was generally in each year a time, varying from 
one to two months, when the small crofters had to buy meal. Since the failure of the potatoes, 
the crofts at L.5 rent have not produced enough to maintain an average family for more than 
half the year; and the smaller crofts for a time proportionally shorter. During the rest of 
the year, those who were not supported from the destitution fund subsisted on the wages of 
labour, and the produce of fishing. During the last four years, the herring-fishing, on which 
they chiefly relied, has not been so profitable as it used to be—the quantity taken has not 
been so great, and the price has been lower. In these circumstances, their main resource 
has been the wages of labour, in different parts of the country, but mostly in the south. I am 
of opinion, that the relief afforded from the destitution fund induced many persons to linger 
on at home, who would otherwise have gone in quest of employment, and that it has tended 
to make many persons relax their exertions for their own support, and rely upon extraneous 
assistance. In 1846 and 1847, when the distress commenced, I took it upon me to advance 
meal and seed, on account of the proprietor, to many of the small crofters, and, in most 
cases, these advances have been repaid. In some cases repayment was not expected. The 
rents of the small crofts on Lord Macdonald’s property were considerably reduced in 1831, 
or 1832, and have not since been raised. I am of opinion, that the rents of crofts on Lord 
Macdonald's property are lower than those on any other property in Skye, except, perhaps, 
Strathaird. The competition for crofts is such, that there could have been no difficulty in 
letting them at greatly increased rents; but I am of opinion, that such a course would not 
have been ultimately advantageous to the proprietor—the tenants would have been unable 
to pay them. I have reason to believe that, on the properties in Skye, where the rents are 
much higher, they are not nearly so well paid, not even to the extent actually paid on Lord 
Macdonald’s property. During the eight years that I managed Lord Macdonald’s property, 
I can say with confidence, that not twenty crofters were removed from one croft to another, 
or deprived of their crofts. I am of opinion, that to grant leases indiscriminately to the 
small crofters, would not cause a general application of more labour or capital to the im- 
provement of the crofts. The people, though they see the advantage, on the large farms, of 
a better system of culture, are not disposed to adopt it; and I do not think, that to give 
them leases would change their habits, but rather, by giving them a secure tenure, diminish 
the power of the proprietor to make them adopt a better system. But I am of opinion, that 
it would be advantageous to grant leases to the more industrious and skilful of the crofters, 
who might be willing to adopt an improved mode of cultivation, with a view gradually to 
introduce a better system, and ultimately to grant leases to all industrious and respectable 
crofters who might be desirous to act upon it. One of my predecessors in the management 
of the property (Dr M‘Leod) granted leases of seven and nine years to the crofters on several 
farms, who were taken bound to follow a prescribed system of cultivation, but in no single 
instance were the conditions of the lease implemented—they continued to cultivate their 
lands, in every instance, precisely as they had done before they obtained leases, and as their 
neighbours, who had no leases, were doing. I state confidently, that there was no improve- 
ment consequent upon their obtaining leases. Shortly after I undertook the management 
of the property, I obtained permission to appoint an inspector of improvements, whose duty 
it was to go about amongst the crofters, and direct them as to the cultivation of their lands. 
He was instructed not to expect or demand too much, but to aim rather at a steady progres- 
sive improvement, though slow, than at any sudden or violent change. Being a judicious 
man, who quite comprehended my views, he carried out his instructions to my satisfaction, 
and with manifest advantage. Crooked ridges were made straight; springs and spouty 
spots were drained; and other improvements gradually carried out, without compulsion, 
though not always without some resistance or disinclination. In the crofts near my own 
residence, the improvement was most remarkable, and in the crofts generally it was quite 
perceptible ; but this mode of introducing a better system had been in operation only three 
years, when the failure of the potatoes overturned all our arrangements. Had that calamity 
not occurred, and forced the people to seek their subsistence for a great part of the year 
from the wages of labour elsewhere, I am of opinion that, by this time, such progress would 
have been made towards an improved mode of culture as would have made it advisable to 
grant leases to many of the crofters; but I am convinced that, to grant leases indiscri- 
minately while they continue their present vicious system of cropping, would but tend to 
perpetuate it, and deprive the proprietor or his factor of the power to urge on an improved 
mode of cultivation. The amount of employment for labourers in Skye is very small—the 
only persons who employ agricultural labourers are the proprietors and tacksmen; and, 
since the failure of the potatoes, they have not been able to employ as many persons as for- 
merly, The rate of wages for the more efficient agricultural labourers is 1s. 6d. in summer, 
and 1s. in winter. I have not paid less than these rates during the last four years. The 
Tate of wages for that class of labourers is regulated by the rates in the south. 


(Signed) A. K. MKINNON. 
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MAINLAND. 





PARISH OF GLENELG. 
At GLENELG, the 11th day of March 1851. 


The parochial board of this parish met on the requisition of Sir John M‘Neill, the chair- 
man of the Board of Supervision, when there were present,—James Stavert, Esq., factor 
for Glenelg; Roderick Morrison, Esq., elected member ; Mr John Macrae, minister, and 
Mr Angus M‘Lean, elder. 

Sir John M‘Neill having explained the object of his visit to the country, and the state 
of the existing law respecting the duties of parochial boards with reference to able bodied 
applicants for relief, put the following queries to the board, through Mr Macrae, their chair- 
man ; and the board having made the answers to these queries herein set forth, they ordered 
the same to be recorded in their minutes, and a certified extract thereof to be given to Sir 
John M‘Neill :— 

Q. 1. Are there at this date, in the parish of Glenelg, persons, not by the existing law 
entitled to demand relief, who are suffering from want to such an extont as to endanger 
health or life, notwithstanding every effort they can make to obtain the means of subsist- 
ence, and all the aid they are receiving from any quarter or source ? 

A, The board are not aware, and have no reason to believe, that there are any such per- 
sons at present. 

Q. 2. Is there good reason to believe that there will be such persons as the season ad- 
vances? and if so, what is the greatest number of persons that will probably be suffering 
from want at any one time before the next harvest, notwithstanding every exertion they 
can possibly make to procure the means of subsistence ? 

A. Although the board are not prepared to say, that there may not be some such persons, 
they are of opinion that the number will be inconsiderable. , 

Q. 3. What measures have been taken, or are proposed to be taken, by the parochial board 
with a view to provide for such emergency ! 

A. The board have appointed their inspector to afford temporary relief, in urgent cases, to 
persons who may not by law be entitled to demand relief; and the board at all times will 
be ready to afford relief to persons who may be in danger of suffering from want to such 
an extent as to be injurious to their health. 

The above is certified extract of the parochial board of Glenelg, 11th March 1851. 

(Signed) EWEN CAMPBELL, Inspector. 





At ARNISDALE, 10th March 1851. 
James Stavert, Esq., being interrogated, replied :— 


I am a native of Roxburgh, and came to this country in 1844. I am factor for James 
Baillie, Esq., on his Glenelg estate, and have been so since Martinmas 1848. In the be- 
ginning of 1849, the cottar and lotter population on the property amounted to about 923 
souls, of whom about 430 resided at Arnisdale, and about 598 at Kirkton and other parts of 
the property—but chiefly at Kirkton. These numbers are exclusive of tacksmen and the 
persons in their service. At Whitsunday 1849, a considerable number of persons emigrated 
from this property to Canada. I cannot state the precise number; the number of statute 
passages was 294,—but Mr Donald Horn, Edinburgh, can furnish the information. I pro- 
duce the original petition signed by the persons desirous to emigrate, and praying for as- 
sistance from the proprietor. Of those who signed the petition, a considerable number de- 
clined to remove, and are now here. All of those who emigrated were provided by Mr 
Baillie with free passages, clothing and blankets when they were required. Mr Baillie 
also sent to Canada a sum of money to provide for their wants there, and enable them to 
proceed to their ultimate destination. The intelligence received from these emigrants 1s 
extremely satisfactory. Many of them have purchased land and partially cleared it, and 
have written to their friends here, urging them to follow. At the same time, they expressed 
their regret that they had not gone sooner, and their gratitude to Mr Baillie for having 
enabled them to go. They say that they have plenty to eat and drink, and live as well as 
the tacksmen of Glenelg. In consequence of the more successful cultivation of potatoes 
last year, the cottar and lotter population on the property are better supplied with food than 
they have been since 1846. The lots generally consist of one acre of arable land—very 
few of two acres. The rent is L.2 per acre, as fixed by Mr Bruce, the former proprietor. 
At Corran of Arnisdale, and Kirkton of Glenelg, each lotter has a right to a cow's grass, at 
L.2 in the former, and L.2, 10s. in the latter, per annum. A large proportion of the lot 
ters, however, are unable to purchase cows. All those who are, avail themselves of the 
privilege. In Glenelg proper there are about twenty-one families who have no land either 
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from the proprietor or tacksmen; and in Arnisdale about twenty. This is exclusive of 
paupers in Glenelg, but includes paupers in Arnisdale. The cottars and lotters of the pro- 
perty generally engage in fishing, and rarely go south for work, for which they are not at 
all disposed. Mr Ellice at Glenquoich, about seventeen miles from hence, offered work, at 
trenching, to as many of the people here as I could recommend to him. I made the offer 
known to the people, and was willing to give lines of recommendation to nearly the whole 
of the able-bodied men. This was after Martinmas last, and the work was to be continued 
during great part of the winter. Only five men accepted this offer. From them I 
learn that even in the short days of winter, they were able, at the rate given for piece- 
work, to earn 1s. 6d. a day. Since I have been in charge of the property, these small rents 
have been badly paid, and the lotters largely in arrear. At Martinmas last they paid al- 
most nothing ; but I understand that previous to the failure of the potato, the rents on the 
whole were pretty well paid. For the last four years, the cottars and lotters, with the ex- 
ception of perhaps twenty, have been receiving relief from the destitution committee. I 
have no hesitation in saying, that this relief has proved very prejudicial to the character of 
the people. It has taught them to relax their own exertions, and to rely upon extraneous 
aid. I cannot safely say that I think the relief was necessary to save the lives of the peo- 
ple. Many, no doubt, if relief had not been sent, would have been very illoff; but I do not 
believe that any one would have died of want. I am of opinion, that the material circum- 
stanees of the people have deteriorated, not improved, during the last four years. The fish- 
ing in which these people engage, is chiefly the herring fishing, which for some years has not 
been very successful. Last year they did little more than supply enough for their own con- 
sumption. Mr Baillie is still ready to aid the people who wish to emigrate, on condition that 
they will embark at the Clyde for Canada, and pull down their own houses before they depart. 
He requires compliance with this condition, that he may not be accused of forcing the peo- 
ple to emigrate, and of pulling down their houses as a means of compulsion. But though 
this offer of assistance is still open, and the people are all aware of it, I can perceive no dis- 
position at present to take advantage of it. Mr Baillie’s present offer is to give a free passage 
from the Clyde, and to provide clothing for such as require it. I have a considerable amount 
of clothing here now to be employed in this way, should it be required. From observation 
and experience of the effects of eleemosynary relief on the people, I would deprecate its re- 
newal here. I have to add that Mr Baillie discharged of their arrears of rent, all the people 


who emigrated in 1849. 
(Signed) JAMES STAVERT. 





At GLENELG, Tuesday, 11th March 1851. 


We are of opinion that the eleemosynary aid afforded to the people of this district by the 
destitution committee has had a prejudicial effect upon their character,—that it has de- 
terred them from making such exertions as they otherwise would have made for their own 
support, and that it has induced many to resort to misrepresentation and deception for the 
purpose of participating in the relief. That, although it no doubt relieved much distress, 
it would be hazardous to assert that it saved life. The lotson Glenelg are from one acre 
to four, and average under two. The practice has been to sow oats in one-half of the land 
and plant potatoes in the other half,—alternating the crops. Since the failure of the po- 
tatoes, a larger proportion has been sown with oats—of which the return may average three 
seeds. Few of the able-bodied persons from Glenelg go south for work. Since the distri- 
bution of the relief, the number has diminished. Some have gone to work at Glenquoich 
both last year and this. The number last year was double what it was this year. It was 
intimated to the people here that there was work for all able-bodied persons who desired 
it, at Glenquoich,—but not more than half-a-dozen took advantage of it ; those who did, report 
that when the weather was at all favourable, they could earn at piece-work about 9s. a-week 
during the short winter days. ‘The work was superficial trenching, and therefore required 
no skill. We have no reason to doubt that Mr Baillie’s offer of aid for emigration is very 
generally known. Mr Stavert states that it has been intimated to the people by the ground- 
officer ; and Mr M‘Lean states that it is a subject of conversation amongst them, and that they 
are aware that Mr Baillie has offered to pay their passages from the Clyde, but that some of 
them pretend that they are too poor to pay their way to Greenock or Glasgow. They are 
all aware that clothing has been provided, and is now ready to be delivered to such emigrants 
asmay be in want of it. As yet only one man appears to have intimated an intention 
to emigrate. 


(Signed) J. MACRAE, Minister of Glenelg. 
RODx. MORRISON, Tacksman, Scallisaig. 
JAMES STAVERT, Factor and Tacksman, Arnisdale. 
ANGUS M‘LEAN, Elder. 
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Toe NuMBER OF TENANTS on each property occupying land at a Stipulated Annual Rent, 
and now Assessed for the Relief of the Poor of Glenelg Parish. 















Properties. Amount of Rent. 
Lord Lovat’s |Notexceeding - - - - £5 
(North Morar), | Exceeding £5 and not exceeding - 10 
Sas as 10 a Se - 20 
20 - 650 
50 ee ue - 100 
100 - - - 
Glengarry’s |Notexceeding - - - - £5 
(Knoydart), Exceeding £5 and not exceeding - 10 
Sig ae 10 as Se - 20 
20 - 650 
50 ae ies - 100 
100 - - - 
0 
Mr Baillie’s Not exceeding - - = - £5 131 4 0 
(Glenelg), Exceeding £5 and not exceeding - 10 125 0 0 
is .- 10 sas . == 20 135 10 0 
20 - 650 300 0 0 
50 ae aig - 100 107 0 0 
100 a = 2166 0 0 
2964 14 0 


ee ED 


6576 12 1 












Grand Total, : . 193 





All in the Parish of Glenelg. 


EK. CAMPBELL, Collector. 
GLENELG, 26th March, 1851. 





PARISH OF LOCHALSH. 
LocaaLsH, Wednesday, 12th March 1851. 


The parochial board of Lochalsh met here this day. 

Present,—The Rev. Hector M‘Lean, chairman; John Finlayson, Esq., Acting Factor, 
Lochalsh ; Messrs Donald M‘Rae, Fernaig; Ewen M‘Lennan, Conchra; Alexander Ken- 
nedy, Plockton. 

Sir John M‘Neill, chairman of the Board of Supervision, attended the meeting, and put 
to the board the following queries :— 

Q. 1. Are there at this date, in the parish of Lochalsh, persons, not by the existing law 
entitled to demand relief, who are suffering from want to such an extent as to endanger 
health or life, notwithstanding every effort they can make to obtain the means of subsistence, 
and all the aid they are receiving from any quarter or source ? 

A. No. 

Q. 2. Is there good reason to believe that there will be such persons as the season ad- 
vances? and if so, what is the greatest number of persons that will probably be suffering 
from want at any one time before next harvest, notwithstanding every exertion they can 
possibly make to procure the means of subsistence ? 

A. The board are of opinion that at present there are not less than 114 persons requiring 
relief, and: that the number will increase, but they cannot state the precise number. 

Q. 3. What measures have been taken by the parochial board, or are proposed to be 
taken, with a view to provide for such emergency ? 

A. The board have for some time authorised the inspector to afford relief in urgent 
cases, to persons not by law entitled to demand it, and the board now renew that authonty. 


Extracted from the minutes of this date, by 
DAVID LOGAN, Inspector. 
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At LocwatsH, Wednesday, 12th March 1851. 


We are of opinion, that the eleemosynary relief afforded to the people during the last four 
years has had a prejudicial effect on their character—that it has induced them to relax their 
own exertions, and to rely more on extraneous aid—that it has induced many persons to 
misrepresent their circumstances, with the view of gad ae in it; but we are of opinion 
that it has at the same time averted much misery and saved life. We are of opinion that 
the smallest size of croft which will enable a man to maintain himself and family, and 

ay his rent, from the produce of the croft alone, is such a croft as is let in Lochalsh at £10. 
AMhe stock upon a £10 croft is—three to four cows and their followers, forty sheep, and a 
horse. The amount of oats which would be sown would be about three bolls, and that of 
potatoes planted, five to six barrels, and that of barley, not half a boll. We are of opinion 
that, to enable a man to take such a croft, and to reap his first crop free from debt, he would 
require a capital of not less than £70. We are of opinion, that the multiplicity of small 
holdings is one great cause of the destitution that has prevailed since the failure of the 
potato crop. We are of opinion, that it would not be possible to apply, profitably to the 
employer, any resources existing in the parish, in such a manner as to provide permanent 
subsistence for the whole of the present population. 

Mr Finlayson states that, from observation and experience, he can say that the capital 
expended by the late Mr Lillingston, on agricultural improvement of waste land in this 
parish, has not made a return such as a capitalist has a right to expect—that he is of opinion 
that the most advantageous use that can be made of the improved lands is to lay them down 
in pasture, and that they will not pay above one per cent. on the capital expended. He 
further states that, on land previously in cultivation, when selected with judgment, the 
money expended under the Drainage Act has been profitably laid out; but that the extent 
of land in this parish on which such an expenditure could be profitably made, is not very 
great,—that the fishing, especially of cod and ling, might be advantageously extended, but 
- ° ri to afford subsistence to that part of the population which could not derive it from 
the land. 

We are of opinion, that this parish cannot be made self-sustaining, unless a part of the 
population should remove elsewhere—and that, at present prices, we can purchase corn 
cheaper than we can grow it. 


(Signed) HECTOR M‘LEAN, Minister of Lochalsh. 
JOHN FINLAYSON, Local Factor for Lochalsh. 
DONALD M‘RAE, Tacksman, Fernaig. 
EWEN M‘LENNAN, Conchra. 
ALEXANDER KENNEDY, Plockton. 





At LocuatsH, Wednesday, 12th March 1851. 
Mr David Logan, being interrogated, replied :— 


I am inspector of poor and collector of the assessment in the parishes of Lochalsh, Glen- 
sheil, and Kintail, and I have been so since September 1845. I am a native of Knockbain 
parish, on the east coast, but I have resided here since 1836. I produce the assessment 
roll of the parish of Lochalsh for the year from Whitsunday 1850 to Whitsunday 1851. 
The annual rent, as put down in the assessment roll, is furnished to me by the proprietor or 
the agent. The assessment is allocated upon all paying rent, however small. The assess- 
ment imposed for the year ending Whitsunday 1851, was £114, 4s. 64d., the rate being 
Is. 6d. in the pound—half on owners and half on occupants. For the two years from 
Martinmas 1847 to Martinmas 1849, the annual assessment was 2s. in the pound—half from 
owners and half from occupants. Since then it has been at present rate. The arrears of 
former assessments still unpaid amount, exclusive of Plockton, to £58, 17s. 104d. The 
arrears due from Plockton, if made up to this date, would amount to from £25 to £30. 
This assessment has been collected without judicial proceedings, except in about ten or 
fifteen cases since 1845, in which warrants have been served, but it was found unnecessary 
to proceed to sequestration. Hitherto no person paying rent has been exempted from 
assessment on the ground of inability to pay. Some of the rents assessed are as low as 5s. 
or 6s. Some of these have never actually paid the assessment allocated upon them, but 
their names are continued on the assessment roll, and the assessment and arrears of former 
years are annually claimed from them. I do not doubt but that I shall be able to collect 
the assessment for this year without a greater amount of arrears than in former years. 
There are no doubt some persons in distress, for the failure of the potatoes has considerably 
affected some of the crofters, but the number of persons who will be in difficulty will not be 
such as materially to affect the collection of the assessment. Although the potatoes have 
failed in some places, the quantity still remaining in this parish is considerable, and they are 
now selling at from 6s. to 7s. a barrel. Before the failure of 1846, the price varied from 2s. 


6d. to 5s. a barrel. 
| (Signed) DAVID LOGAN. 
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STATEMENT of the Number of Tenants assessed for the Relief of the Poor for the 
current year, Whitsunday 1850 to Whitsunday 1851. 





No. Amount of Rent. Class. N peas Aggregate amount. 
ss 

1 Rent not exceeding £5 1 £501 17 38 

2 £5 and not exceeding 10 2 396 11 3 

3 10... son 20 3 190 7 3 

4 20a so 50 4 296 16 0 

5 50 ase ssi 100 5 361 5 0 
Exceeding... 100 1280 0 0 

Total, £3026 16 9 





(Signed) DD. LOGAN, Collector. 





At PLocxtTon, 14th March 1851. 
Rev. John Stewart, being interrogated, replied :— 


I am minister of the parliamentary parish of Plockton, and I have been so for about three 
years. I ama native of Perthshire. The population of Plockton is about 500, according 
to the last census, and I am of opinion that it has not increased; but the census recently 
taken will show. The great body of the population are engaged in fishing. Nearly all have 
small Jots—their rents are from 5s. or 6s. to about £3,—a tow may be a little higher. A 
large proportion of the able-bodied young men, and some of the married men, go to the east 
annually to the herring fishing, and return in time for the fishing on this coast; but some 
who might go, 1 am sorry to say, remain at home in idleness, fishing only for their own 
subsistence. Some of the young men are also employed as seamen in trading vessels; but 
generally, after a few years, return home. A great majority of the people are poor, and 
have only a bare subsistence. I attribute their poverty, in a great measure, to their 
ignorance and want of sufficient moral instruction. They get into chicaning habits, which 
are unfavourable to their success when they endeavour to make their way amongst people 
who are more advanced in moral education. I believe that they are content to remain in 
the sort of condition in which they have been brought up, and are not anxious to change 
that condition by making exertions elsewhere to better it. I am not aware that at present 
there is any one in the parish of Plockton who has suffered in health from want of food. 
They come to me complaining of distress, and some I relieve, but when I go into the village 
I see none but healthy faces. I am of opinion that the eleemosynary relief afforded to the 
people for the last four years, though it has no doubt relieved much distress, has had a pre- 
judicial influence on the habits of many of the poopie ; but as the potato failure had already 
taken place, and relief had commenced, before I came to the parish, I am unable, from per- 
sonal observation, to compare the character of the people before and after these occurrences. 
I do not feel at liberty to say that the eleemosynary relief has actually saved any life that 


would otherwise have been lost. 
(Signed) JOHN STEWART. 





At PLocKTon, 14th March 1851. 
Rev. William Sinclair, being interrogated, replied :— 


I am minister of the Free Church congregation at Plockton. I have been so since 2d 
October last, although I resided here for about a year previous to October. On the Loch- 
alsh property, from Kyliakin, following the line of the coast by Plockton, to the boundary 
at Attadale, the population consists of 300 families. I cannot state how many of these 
families have no land, but the great majority have more or less. I cannot state what is the 
lowest or the highest rent paid by any of these families. I cannot state what rents are 
generally paid by these families, nor the extent of land. I have reason to believe that there 
are at this time twenty of these families at least who have no resources of their own. What 
I mean by their having no resources of their own, is, that they have no potatoes or meal. 
I am of opinion that, upon the whole, the effect of the eleemosynary relief has not been bene- 
ficial to the character of the people. I attribute this effect in a great measure to the manner 
in which matters were managed rather than to the fact that the relief was eleemosynary. 
The people working on the roads were poorly paid, perhaps properly so, but they were 
allowed to work indolently ; in fact, it was but a sham of work. Of the young men in the 
district above referred to, those of the village of Plockton chiefly engage as seamen 10 
trading vessels ; from the other portions of the district a considerable number go to the east 
coast for the herring fishing, and for employment as agricultural labourers; but I cannot 
give an approximate estimate of their numbers. They almost all return in winter. The 
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Tr earnings of these persons is one of the chief sources of support of the population. I am of  ApreNnix (A.) 
opinion, that a greater number of persons might go in quest of employment than actually ,. oo... 
: do go. I am of opinion, that there are many families who could not, by any exertion they Mica. 
\ are capable of making, obtain the means of subsistence. They are remarkably unskilful as 
agricultural labourers, and although they work vigorously for a time, they are unused to Rev. W. Sinclair. 
: continued labour. They are in fact fishermen and seamen, and not agriculturists. I am 14 March 1851. 


not aware that any one has yet been disabled by want of food, but a considerable number 
would have been so disabled if they had not been relieved. I am of opinion, that this is the 
most pinching time for the people of this district. 

(Signed) WILLIAM SINCLAIR. 





7 PARISH OF GLENSHIEL. 


The parochial board of Glenshiel met at Inverinate, this 13th day of March 1851. Minute of Par. 
Present,—The Rev. Farquhar M‘Iver, chairman; Mr Donald M‘Rae, Achnagail; and Board of Glenshiel. 
the poor inspector ; Mr Finlayson was also present for Lillingston. teres 
Sir John M‘Neill, G.C.B., chairman of the Board of Supervision, attended the meeting, 
and put to the board the following queries :— 
Q. 1. Are there at this date, in the parish of Glenshiel, persons, not by the existing law 
entitled to demand relief, and who are suffering from want to such an extent as to endanger 
health or life, notwithstanding every effort they can make to obtain the means of subsist- 
ence, and all the aid they are receiving from any quarter or source ? 
A. To this query the board replied, that they have no reason to believe that at this date 
there is any such person in the parish. 
Q. 2. Is there good reason to believe that there will be such persons as the season ad- 
vances? and if so, what is the greatest number of persons that will probably be suffering 
from want at any one time before next harvest, notwithstanding every exertion they can 
sare make to procure the means of subsistence ? 
A. To this query the board replied, that there may possibly be some such persons in the 
course of the season, but the number will be inconsiderable. 
Q. 3. What measures have been taken by the parochial board, or are proposed to be 























: taken, with a view to provide for such emergency ? 
— A. To this query the board replied, that relief had already been afforded, and would 
on continue to be afforded, in cases of great urgency, to persons not by law entitled to demand 
<o it. 
Extracted from the minutes of the parochial board of Glenshiel, by 
ve DAVID LOGAN, Inspector. 
| . STATEMENT of the Number of Tenants Assessed for the Relief of the Poor for the Current Statement of No. of 
is Year. Tenants assessed in 
fale Parish of Glenshiel. 
2 No. Amount of Rent. Class, | % aoe Aggregate amount. 
ie 1 Rent not exceeding £5 1 sia £ 00 0 
2 £5 and not exceeding 10] 2 10 68 18 11 
i 3 10 Sia.” ie 20| 3 1 20 0 0 
4 20 jess 50 | 4 2 60 0 0 
5 50 eae sat 100 | 5 1 85 0 0 
6 Exceeding 100 | 6 7 2650 0 0 
LOCAL wcsscuacuvawtecoucass 21 £2883 18 11 
me D. LOGAN, Collector. 
ie PARISH OF KINTAIL. 
e : The Parochial Board of Kintail met at Inverinate School-house this day, 13th March 1851. Minute of Par. 
i Present,—The Rev. James Morison, chairman; Mr Finlay MacDonald; and the Inspec- Board of Kintail. 
yt tor of Poor; Mr Finlayson was also present for Matheson. 
tad Sir John M‘Neill, chairman of the Board of Supervision, attended the meeting, and put to 
ae the board the following queries, viz. :— 
ee _Q.1. Are there at this date, in the parish of Kintail, persons, not by the existing law en- 
xe titled to demand relief, who are suffering from want to such an extent as to endanger health 
at or life, notwithstanding every effort they can make to obtain the means of subsistence, and 
ps all the aid they are receiving from any quarter or source ? 
iat A. To this query the board replied, that they had no reason to believe that at this date 
id there are any such persons in the parish. 
oe Q. 2. Is there good reason to believe that there will be such persons as the season ad- 


mi vances? and if so, what is the greatest number of persons that will probably be suffering 
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from want at any one time before next harvest, notwithstanding every exertion they can 
possibly make to procure the means of subsistence ? 

A. To this query the board replied, that they were of opinion that there will be such per. 
sons, but they are unable to condescend upon the precise numbers. 

Q. 8. What measures have been taken by the parochial board, or are proposed to be taken, 
with a view to provide for such emergency ? 

A. To this query the board replied, that relief has already been afforded, in cases of great 
urgency, to persons not by law entitled to demand it. 

A true copy from the minutes of the parochial board of Kintail. 

DAVID LOGAN, Inspector. 


STATEMENT of the Number of Tenants Assessed for the Relief of the Poor for the Current 
Y ear. 




























No. Amount of Rent. Aggregate amount. 
1 Rent not exceeding £5 £304 6 11 
2 £5 and not exceeding 80 1 1 
3 10 ee on 154 3 4 
4 20 177 6 8 
5 50 ‘as 00 0 
6 Exceeding 1655 0 0 

VD otalisiccsscsiseevtievesets £2370 18 0 


D. LOGAN, Collector. 





At INVERINATE, 13th March 1851. 


Par. Board of Glen- | We are of opinion, that the eleemosynary aid afforded to the people during the last four 


shiel and Kintail. years has had a prejudicial effect on their character—that it 


Donald M‘Rae. 


as induced them to relax 
their own exertions, and rely on extraneous aid; at the same time we are of opinion that 
it has relieved much misery, and saved life in the commencement of the distress. We are 
also of opinion, that it induced many persons to misrepresent their circumstances for the 
purpose of participating in it; and that the material condition of the people has deterio- 
rated during the last four years; and that the prospect of relief at home induced many to 
remain and not to go south in search of work, and also that it induced many to return from 


the south in order to participate in it. 
REV. FARQr. MIVER. 


JAMES MORISON, Minister of Kintai. 

F. M‘RAE, ZJnvershiel. 

F. MACDONALD, Tacksman, Ruarach. 

DONALD M‘RAE, Tacksman, Achnagaet. 

JOHN FINLAYSON, Local Factor for 
Inverinate and Letterfern. 





At INVERINATE, 13th March 1851. 
Donald M‘Rae, Auchintore, Glenshiel, being interrogated, replied :— 


I have a lot of Jand, for which I pay 30s. a-year, in which I plant about 8 to 8} barrels of 
potatoes, and sow about a peck of oats. Ihave a boat and three barrels of nets. Last year 
got only five or six barrels of herrings. The persons occupying such lots are chiefly depen- 
dent on the herring fishing, unless when they can earn wages by work. For some seasons, 
since Mr Matheson purchased the property, there has been employment given by him, on 
which we chiefly subsisted ; but this year none is given, and we are in great destitution. 
have sent two sons, one to Ballachuillish, and the other up the country about sixty miles, to 
look for work, but they did not succeed in finding it. The one who went to Ballachuillish 
returned about a fortnight ago; hisname is John. If I could find the means of emigrating, 
I am desirous to leave the country. I would rather go to Australia than to Canada. I 
much prefer it. The accounts from the emigrants to Australia are very favourable. About 
three weeks ago I had a letter from a brother who went there, and who is prospering. 
He is at Port-Philip. It would be a great advantage to us small lotters to have a little 
more ground in which to sow oats, but we have not the seed to sow. The potatoes have 
been of great use to us this year. Most persons had them till Christmas, and some have 
them still, Those who have finished their potatoes are very ill off. I cannot speak as to 
the sentiments of the people generally as to emigration. The price of herrings is 60 low 
that even when a considerable number is caught, they hardly pay the cost of keeping up 
the gear. Additional land could be of no use for this year to those who are ill off. I have 
no potatoes left for seed. My family consists of nine, including myself,—my wife, six sons, 
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TU ty of whom the eldest is twenty, and the youngest not two years old, and one daughter about APrenprx (A.) 


en years of age. cei 
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Te Marnanp. 
Donald M‘Lennan, Glenshiel, being interrogated, replied :— _ 18 March 1851. 
1 I have a lot, for which I pay 30s. rent, similar to that of Donald M‘Rae. Iwasengaged Donald M‘Lennan. 


in the herring fishing last year, but have none for sale. All I caught were reserved for use 
in the house. Our fishing gear is wearing out, and we have not the means of keeping it up. 
Nhe. I have four children under ten years of age. My boat requires repair before it will float, and 

T have not the means torepairit. My father lived in the same farm. I have had a house of 
Me my own for about twelve years. Before the failure of the potato, we existed very poorly ; 

but we were not in such distress as we have been in since the failure. The utmost quantity 

of herring I have had for my share of the fishing, in any year since I commenced it in my 
= youth, was three barrels. When the potatoes succeeded, and I had only myself and my 
= wife to support, I sometimes planted about eight barrels ; but with my present family, I 
should not have been able to sell any. The present return of potatoes, counting the de- 
ficiency in the produce, and the quantity lost by disease, does not much exceed one-tenth 
of the return we formerly obtained. We have no grass for cattle on our farm, Wester 
Auchintore. 





Hector M‘ Rae, Inverinate, Kintail, being interrogated, replied :— 


I have a croft, for which I pay L.5,15s. The stock upon it is two cows, sixteen sheep, and Hector M‘Rae. 

a horse, and two followers of the cows. I planted, last year, about seven barrels of potatoes, 
which lasted from early in August till Christmas. J reserved enough for seed, but part have 
decayed. I sowed about a barrel of oats (four bushels), but no barley. The oats return about 
four seeds. I have been fishing herring every year since I was a boy. Last year we made 
little of it. I sold only four or five barrels from my own share. I had half a boat. There 
are many persons who would desire to emigrate if they could find the means of carrying 
themselves and their families to one of the colonies. Some desire to go to Canada, and 
some to Australia, according as they have relations in one colony or the other. The ac- 
“ee counts from the emigrants to both places are very favourable; but one of the ships that 
went to Canada was very unfortunate, disease broke out, and only about twenty persons 
survived. While we had potatoes, with the fish caught, we were comparatively well off; 
but since the failure of the potatoes, we have been in poverty. 





Farquhar Fraser, being interrogated, replied :— 


I am seventy-six years of age. I have two sons, who have followed my own trade of Farquhar Fraser. 
carpenter, but they cannot get employment nor payment. They desire to emigrate; and 
old as I am, I would rather go with them than remain behind. 





; PARISH OF LOCHCARRON. 


The Parochial Board of Lochcarron met at Jeantown, on the 14th March 1851. Minute of Par. Board 
Present,—Rev. John M‘Kenzie, chairman; A. K. M‘Kinnon, Esq., factor for Applecross ; of Lochcarron. 
Adam Scott, Esq., Tullich; J. A. Reid, Esqg., New Kelso; Mr Alexander Macrae, School- 14 Mar. 1851. 
house; Donald Mackenzie, Elder; John Mackenzie, Elder. 
Sir John M‘Neill, G.C.B., chairman of the Board of Supervision, attended the meeting, 
and put to the board the following queries, viz. :— 
Q. 1. Are there at this date, in the parish of Lochcarron, persons, not by the existing law 
entitled to demand relief, who are suffering from want to such an extent as to endanger 
health or life, notwithstanding every effort they can make to obtain the means of subsist- 
ence, and all the aid they are receiving from any quarter or source ? 
A. To this query the board replied, that, to the best of their opinion, there are no such 
persons in the parish. 
Q. 2. Is there good reason to believe that there will be such persons as the season advances ? 
and if so, what is the greatest number that will probably be suffering from want, at any 
one time before next harvest, notwithstanding every exertion they can possibly make to 
: procure the means of subsistence ? 
e A. To this query the board replied, that they believe there are persons within the parish 
a who, before harvest next, may be pinched in their circumstances ; but, at present, they can- 
Z not condescend on the number of such persons. 
_Q. 3. What measures have been taken by the parochial board, or are proposed to be taken, 
with a view to provide for such an emergency ? 
A. The board replied that, by minute of 30th December 1847, they authorised the in- 
spector to afford temporary relief to persons whom he might find very destitute, although 


; they should not be by law entitled to demand relief, and that authority he still continues to 
: exercise. | 
(Signed) JOHN M‘KENZIE, Chairman, 
A true copy. CHRISTOPHER M‘RAE. 
K Inspector of Poor, Lockcarron. 
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RETURN of Tenants on the property of Lochcarron, in the Parish of Lochcarron, 
occupying land, and now assessed for the relief of the poor. 













Amount of Rent. a beet Aggregate Rents. 
Rent not exceeding - - £5 125 £385 13 7 
Exceeding £5 and not exceeding 10 54 418 5 3 
ais 10 sea wee 20 19 27119 4 
20 se bee 50 6 198 12 4 
so OO sis aes 100 1 80 10 0 
£100 and upwards, - - 3 1223 0 0 
208 £2578 0 6 

PROPERTY OF ATTADALE. 

Rent exceeding £100, = - - 1 £342 0 0 


At JEANTOWN, 14th March 1851. 


We are of opinion, that the eleemosynary relief afforded to the people during the last four 
years had a prejudicial effect on their industrial habits; that it has induced many persons 
to misrepresent their circumstances for the purpose of participating in it; and that the 
material condition of the people has been progressively deteriorated within the last four 
years. The number of able-bodied men who leave this parish annually to work in other 
parts of the country, especially the east coast, at agricultural work, fishing, and harvest, 
may be about 200. The rents of the small lots are paid chiefly from the wages of labour 
and profits of fishing. The rents of the small lots are from L.3 to L.5. A L.3 croft, in 
present times, will maintain a family of five for about three quarters of the year, leaving 
no seed ; that is, it did so last year. The quantity of oats sown was four barrels, and of 
potatoes planted about three barrels. The stock on it is two cows and two followers. We 
are of opinion, that if the potatoes continue to fail, and prices remain as they are, it would 
be impossible for the whole of the present population to find a permanent subsistence in 
the parish. We are of opinion, that capital expended on agricultural improvement has not 
been profitably applied, and that it could not be so applied on any extensive scale. Agri- 
cultural improvement has been carried on here, on a considerable scale, by farmers from 
the agricultural districts in the south, who were under the impression, from the appearance 
of the land, that it might be profitably improved ; but experience has convinced them that 
they were mistaken. Agriculture is of no other value to a farmer here than as a means of 
raising a certain quantity of winter keep for sheep and cattle. We can buy corn at present 
prices much cheaper than we can grow it. We are of opinion, that this parish cannot be 
made self-sustaining unless a portion of the population remove elsewhere ; and we can sug- 
gest no other means of extricating them from their present difficulties than by affording 
aid and facilities for emigration. The accounts received from the persons who emigrated 
from this parish to Canada, have on the whole been very favourable, and such as are cal- 
culated to encourage others to follow. The accounts from emigrants to Australia have also 
been very favourable. The emigrants to the United States send home more favourable 


accounts. 
(Signed) JOHN M‘KENZIE, Minister of Lochcarron. 
A. K. M‘KINNON, Factor for Thomas Mackenzie, Esq. 
ADAM SCOTT, Tacksman, Tullich. 
JOHN A. REID, Tacksman, New Kelso. 
DONALD MACKENZIE, Elder. 
ALEXANDER MACRAE, Schoolmaster. 





At KrerEsHorn, 15th March 1851. 
John Mackintosh, being interrogated, replied :— 


I have a lot at Achintraad, for which I pay L.3, 15s., exclusive of taxes. The stock upon 
my lot is two milk cows, and the followers until they are a year old. I have had my lot 
for thirty-three years. I have no sheep, but I have a horse, for grass for which I have to 
pay. I sow commonly two quarters of oats, and plant about two barrels of potatoes. We 
commenced using the potatoes early in August, and used them twice a day until about 
Martinmas, when they were lifted. The average quantity then taken up may have been 
about five barrels, but many have since decayed. The return from oats, owing to the ex- 
haustion of the ground, varies from two to four seeds, according to the season and the 
quality of the seed. Fresh seed from the low country always gives a better return than 
seed that has been grown for several years in the country. I sold last year a three-year- 
old and a two-year-old quey, and a six-quarter-old stot. For the first I got L.2, 2s.; for 
the second, L.1, 4s.; and for the stot, L.1, 2s. Three years ago, I can confidently state, 
that I would have got for the first L.4, 10s. to L.4, 15s.; for the second, L.2, 10s.; and 
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for the stot, L.2, 15s. The cows give calves generally only once in two years. The 
ordinary saleable stock on the lot is only one beast yearly. At present prices, this will not 
pay half the rent. The produce of such a lot will give food to an average family about 
six months. Even before the failure of the potatoes, the produce of the lot did not 
maintain an average family for the whole year. We were all obliged to buy meal, 
from the end of June or beginning of July, till the potatoes came in again. For the pay- 
ment of such parts of our rent as the sale of one beast would not cover, and for the main- 
tenance of our families after the produce of the croft was expended, we were depend- 
ent chiefly on fishing, and are so still. There was a good fishing in Lochbroom and in this 
loch last year, but the price of cured fish this year has been very low. Some barrels that 
I shipped for Glasgow were sold, with the barrels, at 10s. The barrels cost 4s.; salt 1s. 
dd.; and freight 2s. 6d. The green fish sold at from 2s. 6d. to 5s. at Lochbroom. There 
were few green fish sold at Lochcarron. The quantity caught was inconsiderable, and was 
cured at home. Of the young men from our lots, a large proportion become seamen, and 
are employed at the east coast herring-fishing, to which some of our heads of families also 

o. Such as have fishing gear usually return for the fishing here; the rest seek for em- 
ployment on the east coast. About one to every four families on our farm, on an average, 
goes yearly to the east coast ; and, amongst the lotters in the neighbouring farms, the pro- 
portion may be nearly the same. As nearly as I can recollect, there are, in the district of 
Keeshorn, about thirty-three families of cottars who hold no land of the proprietor. Of 
these, a part hire a piece of ground, by the year, from one of the tenants, in which they 
plant potatoes. Nearly all the young men of this class, and such of the heads of families 
as are young and active, go to the east coast, or elsewhere, in quest of work. I am of 
opinion that, when there are strong and active young men in the family, the cottars are 
about as well off as the small lotters. I see the young of the cottar class just as well clad, 
and making as decent an appearance, as the young men of families that have lots. The 
old men of this class, who have not strong sons to provide for them, are worst off of our 
population. I have reason to believe that, in cases where the allowance of meal from the 
destitution fund, for a man and his family, exceeded what he could earn by work elsewhere, 
it was preferred. I am of opinion that there are some patches of land in this district that 
might be profitably improved, but the extent is very small. I do not think that capital 
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John Mackintosh. 
15 March 1851. 


could be profitably employed in agricultural improvement on a large scale. I can suggest 


no way in which capital could be profitably employed here, so as to provide permanent sub- 
sistence for the present population. I have no reason to believe that the people of this dis- 
trict have as yet begun to think of emigration as a means of escaping from their difficulties. 
Of the young men who leave the district to look for work, the great majority return home 
for the winter. Some have remained away for several years. These are sons of cottars. 


(Signed) JOHN MACKINTOSH. 
I concur in all that John Mackintosh has stated above. I pay L.4, 1s. 6d. of rent. 
(Signed) MURDO MURCHISON. 





At Apprecross, 17th March 1851. 
Alerander Kenneth M‘Kinnon, Esq., being interrogated, replied :— 


I am factor for Mr Mackenzie, on his estate in the parish of Lochcarron, and have been 
so for about fifteen years. The number of tenants paying rent for land is about 350. The 
rents range from L.2, 15s. to about L.500, exclusive of a few in the village of Jeantown, 
who have very small lots, and pay 30s. The rents of the lots in the rural parts of the pro- 
perty vary from L.2, 15s. to L.15. All those who pay under L.8 rent are fishermen, and 
subsist partly by fishing, and by the wages of labour in other parts of the country. Even 
before the failure of the potatoes, persons of this class went to the east coast herring-fish- 
ing to earn wages, the produce of the crofts and the herring-fishing not being sufficient to 
maintain them and to pay their rents. Since the failure of the potatoes, many of them 
have engaged in rural labour in different parts of the country, which they did not do for- 
merly ; and now, when the price of cattle is so low, and the home-fishings not so profitable 
as they were, they must necessarily derive the means of paying that part of their rents 
which the sale of the produce of their stock does not cover, and of subsisting their families 
for a considerable part of the year, from the wages of labour in other parts of the country. 

e arrears of rent now due are not greater than they were when I took charge of the pro- 
perty fifteen years ago; I mean that, in these fifteen years, I have collected an amount 
equal to fifteen years’ rent. I have never been instructed by the proprietor to distrain for 
Tent, and have never found it necessary to ask for such instructions. ‘The whole of the col- 
lections of rents have been effected without sequestration. No person occupying a lot has 
been removed, contrary to his own wishes, from one lot to another, or deprived of his lot 
of land, unless for delinquency. Of the lotters or crofters paying L.6 and upwards, a large 
proportion have long had leases for seven years, which have been renewed from time to 
time. Those paying smaller rents have not leases. The lots which are occupied by tenants 
at will are much better cultivated than those which are held on leases. I do not, of course, 
attribute the better cultivation to the want of leases; all I infer from this fact is, that 
granting leases to the present occupants of lots has not made them better cultivators of their 
lots. The most successful of the small tenants are those who have taken farms in common, 
in which the grazings are chiefly stocked with sheep, and in which there happens to be a 
sufficient extent of arable land, connected with a moderate extent of grazing, to enable 
them to raise crops for their own subsistence. Since the failure of the potatoes, however, 
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Appennix (A.) all the tenants of this class have been obliged to buy meal. In these farms, which are all 
—— held on lease, the land is still cultivated on the run-rigg system. There are five such farms 
pa raeieeitag on Mr Mackenzie’s property in the parish of Lochcarron. One of these is let at L.48 to 
puma six persons paying L.8 each; another for L.56, to seven men at L.8 each; another for L.72, 
Mr Alex. K. M‘Kin. to eight men, at L.9 each; another to eight men, at L.13, 10s—equal to L.168; another 
non. to eight men, at L.15 each—equal to L.120. The cultivation on all of these farms is on 
\7 March 185]. the run-rig system. Their sales of stock and wool are made in common—that is, in one 
lot. Their stock, though not common property (each man having his own, with a distine- 
tive mark), are managed in common by a person employed for that purpose. The tenants 
of this class have paid their rents with great punctuality, and have never been in arrear to 
any amount worth mentioning. A considerable number of them have money in bank. 
They have their lands at a very moderate rent, which is, no doubt, one cause of their pros- 
perity. Another cause is, that no one of the tenants can sub-divide his share without the 
consent of his co-tenants, and of the proprietor. The co-tenants are all opposed to such 
sub-division of a share by one of their number, and, practically, no sub-division has taken 
place. Their families, therefore, as they grow up, are sent out to shift for themselves, 
Some of the children find employment at home—some emigrate to the colonies, 
(Signed) A. K. M‘KINNON. 











PARISH OF APPLECROSS 
At AppLecross, Monday, the 17th March 1851. 


Minute of Par. In a meeting of the Parochial Board,— 
Board of Applecross. | Present,—A.K. M‘Kinnon, Esq., chairman; Rev. John Reid, minister of the parish; 
17 March 1851. Rev. Donald Murray, parish minister, Shieldag; Roderick Finlayson, tenant, Sand; John 
Macdonald, tenant, Miltown; Alexander Gillies and Thomas Macdonald, elders. 

Sir John M‘Neill, chairman of the Board of Supervision, being present, put the follow- 
ing questions to the board :— 

Q. 1. Are there at this date, inthe parish of Applecross, persons, not by the existing law 
entitled to demand relief, who are suffering from want to such an extent as to endanger 
health or life, notwithstanding every effort they can make to obtain the means of subsist- 
ence, and all the aid they are receiving from any quarter or source ! 

A. There are no such persons, so far as known to this board, within the parish of 
Applecross. 

Q. 2. Is there good reason to believe that there will be such persons? and if so, what is 
the greatest number of persons who will probably be suffering from want at any time before 
next harvest, notwithstanding every exertion they can make to procure the means of sub- 
sistence ? 

A. The board have no reason to think that there will, at any time before next harvest, 
be any such persons in the parish of Applecross; although they believe that there will exist 
more difficulty than in former years in procuring the means of subsistence by those who 
are not able to leave the country in search of employment. 

Q. 3. What measures have been taken, or are proposed to be taken, with a view to pro- 
vide for such an emergency, should it arise ? 

A. The inspector of this parish has always been authorised to afford relief, in urgent 
cases, to parties not entitled in law to demand it, and he has been acting, and will continue 


to act, on that authority. . 
(Signed) A. K. M‘KINNON, Chairman. 
A true copy, CHRISTOPHER MACRAE, Jnspector. 
20th March 1851. 


RETURN of Tenants on the property of Applecross, in the parish of Applecross, occupying 








Leora ee land, and now assessed for the relief of the poor. 
plecross, assessed for 
the poor. Amount of Rent. Number. | Aggregate Rents. 
Rent not exceeding - - £5 197 
Exceeding £5 and not exceeding 10 42 
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£100 and upwards, ae, = 3 
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Rent not exceeding - - £5 0 
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£100 and upwards, - - 1 
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At Aprrecross, Monday, 17th March 1851. 


We are of opinion, that the eleemosynary relief afforded to the people during the last four 
years has had an injurious effect on the character of the recipients, and that it has induced 
them to rely more on extraneous aid than on their own exertions; and also, that some who 
could have gone for work elsewhere, were induced, by the subsistence it afforded here, to 
remain at home; but we are of opinion that it relieved much distress, and perhaps saved 
life. We are further of opinion, that it induced many persons to misrepresent their cireum- 
stances, for the purpose of participating in it. We are of opinion, from observation and 
experience, that the L.4 lots on the Applecross property in this parish will produce enough 
to maintain an average family for about six months. Such a lot keeps two cows and their 
followers till a year old, and a score of sheep—no horse. On such a lot ten bushels of oats 
would be sown, and one and a half barrels of potatoes would be planted. The average re- 
turn, on the lots in the parish, of the oats sown, will be about from three to four seeds. 
The potatoes served from the beginning of August till about Martinmas, on an average. 
Of those reserved for seed, a considerable proportion, perhaps a half, have decayed. For 
six months, during which the land does not provide subsistence, the lotters generally are 
dependent on the profits of fishing and the wages of labour. The proprietor has given a 
considerable amount of employment on agricultural improvements, and has thus afforded to 
many the means of subsistence ; but the great body of the lotters rely upon the herring fish- 
ing. Those who have not gear, engage in other work. Almost all the young men go to 
the east coast fishing, and find also other employment there, till the season for fishing com- 
mences on the west coast, when most of them return. <A few, but very few, have remained 
for several years. On Mr Mackenzie's property in the parish there are not, exclusive of the 
village of Shieldag, above from fifteen to twenty cottar imilies who are not in the receipt 
of parochial relief. We are of opinion, that it would be impossible to expend capital profit- 
ably on agricultural improvement in this parish, unless to a very limited extent. The take 
of fish this last season was good, but the price low. We are unable to state the average 
number of crans taken by each boat, for there is a great variety in the quality of their 
tackle. Some are very well found, while many others are imperfectly furnished. 

(Signed) A. K. M‘KINNON, Factor for Thomas 

Mackenzie, sq. of Applecross. 

JOHN REID, Minister of Applecross. 

DONALD MURRAY, Minister, Shieldag. 

THOMAS MACDONALD, L£ider. 

ALEX. GILLIES, Lider. | 

JOHN MACDONALD, Tenant. 

ROD«. FINLAYSON, Farmer. 


At Apprecuoss, 1th March 1851. 
Alexander Kenneth M‘Kinnon, Esq., being interrogated, replied :— 


Tam factor for Mr Mackenzie on his property in the parish of Applecross, and have been 
so for fifteen years. The number of tenants paying rent for land on that property is about 
200. The rents vary from 25s. to L.200. Those holding lots at a rent of less 
than L.7 are fishermen or mariners. Few of them have hitherto engaged in rural 
labour, but many go to the east coast fishing annually. ‘They devote themselves more 
constantly and exclusively to their occupations as fishermen and mariners than any po- 
pulation with which I am acquainted on the west coast. Even previous to the failure 
of the potatoes, they derived a great part of their subsistence from these sources, and 
do so now to a still greater extent. During the fifteen years that I have had charge of the 
property, I have collected an amount equal to fifteen years’ rent, without in any case dis- 
training for rent. The persons occupying lots on this property are owners of about thirty 
decked vessels, and the lotters on Mr Mackenzie’s property in Lochcarron and Keeshorn 
may have about fifteen. In the herring-fishing season these vessels are almost all em- 
ployed in it. Each of them has a certain number of boats connected with it—the men live 
on board the vessel, and use the boats to shoot the nets and carry on the fishing. When 
green fish are selling at a good price, they sell all they take to the south country curers. 
When they cannot get a good price for the green fish, they cure them on board, and send 
them to market in their own vessels, which return with such freights as they can get. 
When the herring fishing is over, they ply for freights. The fishermen upon this property 
are generally well provided with boats and nets, and a great majority of them are, in my 
opinion, doing well. Several of the persons occupying small lots are owners of vessels— 
some of more than one, and some are part owners. Many of them have also money in 
bank. The proprietor has very frequently advanced money to persons who had not suffi- 
cient funds to build and fit out a vessel they were desirous of having, or whom he wished 
to save from the inconvenience of taking up funds they had deposited at interest, and has 
not, I believe, in any case sustained one farthing of loss by them. All such advances have, 
I believe, been faithfully repaid. What I have stated refers to the whole of the population 
upon this property, with the exception of some of the inhabitants of the village of Shieldag. 
All the lotters have cows and sheep—with few exceptions, they have each two or three or 
more cows, but I do not believe that there is a horse on the property except those of the pro- 
prietor, the minister, and one or two tacksmen. 

(Signed) A. K. M‘KINNON. 
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At SHrecpae, 18th March 1851. 
Mr John Mackenzie, being interrogated, replied :— 


I am ground-officer on Mr M‘Barnate’s property in Torridon, in the parish of Applecross, 
and I have been so for twenty-two years. I am also assistant-inspector of poor for the Tor- 
ridon and Shieldag district of Applecross. There are thirty-eight tenant-lotters, paying 
rent on the property (two of these lots are occupied by three families). They all rent lots 
at L.5 each, except myself, who pay L.16,—and one tacksman paying L.400. There are 
sixty-seven families of cottars who pay no rent to the proprietor,—fifty-three of these are on 
the lands occupied by Mr Cameron the tacksman, and dependent solely upon him. The 
others are distributed over the lots amongst their friends. Mr Cameron allows each of them 
to cultivate more or less of potato-land, paying rent forthe same. There are twenty-one of 
these cottars residing at Durrie, who complain that the extent of potato-land allowed them 
last year and this is too small. It is not above one-half of what was allowed them in for- 
mer years. The others have not made any similar complaint. The twenty-one who com- 
plain have not land enough to plant one barrel of potatoeseach. The others, besides plant- 
ing at least two barrels of potatoes, sowed about a bushel and a half of barley each. These pay 
16s. 6d. The twenty-one who complain are paying, for the ground they presently cultivate, 
from 6s. 6d. to 7s. 6d. For the last three years there has been a good deal of work carried 
on upon the property, chiefly draining and trenching, on which sometimes as many as thirty- 
three and latterly about twenty-five persons have been employed, for about eight months in 
each year. The men employed were indiscriminately lotters and cottars. The wages were 
about 10s. a weck,—at days’ wages, not piece work. A good many left the work to go to 
the east coast fishing, and some also tried the fishing at home; but most of them returned 
to the work when they found that the fishing was not profitable. Of the lotters and cot- 
tars nearly all have nets and boats, or shares of boats ; but some have only two nets or two- 
thirds of a barrel,—others have the full complement of two barrels a man. There are alto- 
gether twenty-eight boats of from fourteen to seventeen feet keel—only four are as large as 
seventeen feet. Very few of the people caught even enough of herrings for their own con- 
sumption this last season. The larger boats go round to Lochbroom,—the smaller do not, 
and are dependent on the fishing in Loch Torridon. I am unable to say whether the work 
on the property will be renewed this year. Mr M‘Barnate has recently come of age, and 
taken the management of his property, and I do not yet know his intentions. The number 
of persons who go annually to the east coast fishing may be from twenty to thirty. Three 
years ago I ascertained that the number was thirty-one. Of these the majority were heads 
of families, chiefly cottars. The stock on the L.5 lots is, two cows, a heifer, and two stirks, 
and twenty-five aheepe ac horse. The oats sown on one of these crofts is somewhat less 
than three barrels, and about a bushel of barley ; and the quantity of potatoes planted is 
about four barrels, according as the lotters are more or less industrious. The return of oats 
on an average of years does not exceed three-and-a-half seeds, but that of barley is from 
seven to eight seeds. Fewer of the potatoes failed last year than any year since 1846. | 
am of opinion, that the produce of these L.5 lots may sufhce for the maintenance of a family 
for nearly nine months of the year, and with aid of the fish caught from day to day, will do 
more. ‘The condition of the cottars is worse,—the produce of their land is less, and a large 
proportion of them are the least efficient of the population. A considerable number of them 
are persons who had lots, but were unable to retainthem. They depend for their subsist- 
ence for a great part of the year, upon the wages of labour, and chiefly upon the east coast 


“fishing. Some of them, who have not numerous families, engage in rural labour in differ- 


ent parts of easter Ross, and other districts. Their children, as soon as they are old 
enough, go out to service in Morayshire and elsewhere. Some of the young men engage 
in ‘the east coast fishing, and return for the fishing on this coast, or to till the potato-ground 
of the family. These children almost invariably assist their families to the extent of their 
ability. The instances of their failing to do so are very rare. I am of opinion that if aman 
had one of these L.5 lots free of rent, he could not maintain an average family on the pro- 
duce of the land alone. In fact, the persons holding such lots, who have not paid their rents, 
and who are unable to earn money by some kind of labour, are as ill off as almost any part 
of our population, though they have the full produce of the land. I am of opinion, that the 
smallest size of lot which will enable a man to maintain his family and pay his rent from 
the produce of the lot alone, is such a lot as at present rents would let for L.7, 10s. 

As assistant-inspector of poor, I am authorised to give temporary relief, in urgent cases, 
to persons not by law entitled to demand it, and 1 have acted upon this authority. I am 
of opinion, that the relief afforded by the destitution fund for the last three years, has had a 
favourable effect upon the habits of industry of the people in this district. Many who had 
previously never handled a spade or a pick, learned to use them. The test was sufficiently 
stringent to induce all who could find employment elsewhere, to prefer it. I had charge of 
the distribution of relief. 

The families on Torridon property, which in 1847 averaged nearly six persons, now aver- 
age less than four, according to an enumeration which I have lately made. This diminv- 
tion is caused solely by the number of the children who have removed in quest of employ- 
ment. The people are more economical in the use of food than they were before the dis- 
tress commenced, and they have made greater exertions to earn wages than they used todo; 
but I am of opinion, that their resources have progressively diminished. Many of those who 
had a little money in 1846, have now none. At all times, within my remembrance, there 
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were families that were in difficulty, and even in want, at a certain season of the year; but 
the number of families in that condition is now greater than previous to the failure of the 
potatoes. The portion of our population that is the worst off, is the less efficient of the 
cottars, but such of the cottars as are able-bodied men with small families, or have able- 
bodied members in the family who can earn wages, are perhaps as well off as some of the 
lotters. I have no reason to believe that there is any desire to emigrate amongst the Tor- 
ridon people, although the accounts received from the persons who emigrated to the North 
American colonies in 1843, are exceedingly favourable. The calamity that befell the emi- 
grants from Lochalsh in 1849, has alarmed the people all along the coast. 


(Signed) JOHN MACKENZIE. 





PARISH OF GAIRLOCH. 
At PooLewE Inn, 20th March 1851. 


The parochial board of Gairloch being met and constituted,— 

Present,—Mr Hector Mackenzie, Laggan, Kinlochewe ; Mr Rod. Mackenzie, Anacearn ; 
Mr Murdoch MacDonald, Charleston; the Rev. Duncan Mackenzie, Gairloch; Mr John 
M‘Pherson, merchant, Gairloch; Mr Alex. M‘Kenzie, merchant, Strath, Gairloch; Mr 
Wm. Gossage, mandatory for Mr Bankes of Letterewe ; and Mr Kenneth Cameron, Sand 
of Udrigle. | 


Sir John M‘Neill proposed to the board, through the chairman, the following questions, to 
which the board returned the following answers :— 

Q. 1. Are there at this date, in the parish of Gairloch, persons, not by the existing law en- 
titled to demand relief, who are suffering from want to such an extent as to endanger health 


or life, notwithstanding every effort they can make to obtain the means of subsistence, and 
all the aid they are receiving from any quarter or source? 

A. There is no reason to believe that there are any up to this date. 

Q. 2. Is there good reason to believe that there will be such persons as the season ad- 
vances? and if so, what is the greatest number of persons that will probably be suffering 
from want at any one time before next harvest, notwithstanding every exertion they can 
possibly make to procure the means of subsistence ? 

A. The board have reason to believe that there will be some who will be suffering from 
want before the season is past, but are unable to condescend upon the number. 

Q. 3. What measures have been taken, or are proposed to be taken, by the parochial 
board, with a view to provide for such emergency ? 

A. The inspector is authorised to afford temporary relief, in cases of extreme urgency, to 
persons not by law entitled to demand it. 


(Signed) DUNCAN S. MACKENZIE, Chairman. 





At Gatgiocs, 19th March 1851. 


Rev. Duncan Mackenzie, being interrogated, replied :-— 
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Iam minister of the parish of Gairloch, and have been so for five months. I have had Rev. D. Mackenzie. 


a good deal of intercourse with the people during that time, although the great majority do 
not belong to my congregation. Several persons have applied to me for assistance, re- 
presenting themselves to be in want,—perhaps from 15 to 20. Of these I have relieved 
about half-a-dozen, who appeared to me to be in great want. I am of opinion, that there 
18 among the people generally a great disposition to rely upon extraneous aid; but not 
having known them before they received eleemosynary relief from the destitution fund, I 
cannot say whether or not this disposition is to be attributed to that aid. I am of opinion, 
that generally the people here are of decidedly indolent habits. From the communication 
T have had with them, I find that they represent themselves to have been upon the whole 
better off under the former system than since the new crofting system was introduced ; but 

am unable to say whether or not these representations are well founded. If the state- 
ment be well founded, it may be a consequence of the failure of the potatoes rather than 


of the change of system. I am not aware that there is any one at this time in such a state 
of want as to endanger life or health. 


(Signed) DUNCAN 8. MACKENZIE, 





At Garriocn, 19th March 1851. 
Rev. Duncan Matheson, being interrogated, replied :— 


Tam Free Church Minister in Gairloch, and have been so since 1844. I was well ac- 


é Rev. D. N 
ieee with the parish previously; indeed since 1815. Except during the first year of rar ares 


ess, the relief given in this parish was in the shape of wages for labour under the co- 
Operative system. I am of opinion, that the relief given in this form has not had a preju- 
dicial effect upon the character or habits of the people. 1am of opinion that the great 
majority of the crofters will this year be in greater distress than in any previous year. 
They haye gradually exhausted their own resources, and have been purchasing food on 





Arpexpix (A.) 





Examinations. 
MAINLAND. 


Rev. D. Matheson. 
19 March 184). 


Dr C. Robertson. 


Mr C. M‘Leod. 
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credit. Their credit too is now exhausted. From my knowledge of the circumstances of 
the people, J am satisfied that, on an average, the crofts have not produced more than six 
months’ food for an average family. Some produce enough perhaps for seven, and a few it 
may be for nearly eight months; but I am not prepared to say that any of them produce 
food enough for nine months. There are others that do not produce food enough 
for more than three months. Nearly all the young single men, and many young 
married men, are in the habit of going to the east coast fishing, and they used to 
get credit from the dealers for the meal required to maintain their families during their 
absence, which was paid for out of their earnings on the east coast ; but, as many of them 
were unable last year to pay the dealers, I fear that they may be unable to get credit this 
year, and may therefore be unable to go. The summer is the season when the distress 
will be most severe here. There are already a few persons who have no resources of their 
own, and who are subsisting upon the charity of neighbours and friends. I am of opinion, 
that since the failure of the potatoes, the resources of the parish have been insufficient to 
maintain the whole of the present population; and that, if the potatoes continue to fail, 
there is not enough of arable land in the parish to produce food sufficient for the whole 
number. I am of opinion, that if capital could be provided to furnish boats, nets, and other 
fishing gear, a portion of the population might be put in a position to maintain themselves 
by fishing alone. But the present crofts, since the failure of the potatoes, are too small; 
and to put the crofters in an independent position, it would be necessary to throw two 
crofts into one, and to give leases. On the whole, I am reluctantly forced to believe that 
there do not exist in this parish, the means of providing for the permanent subsistence of 
the whole population ; and that it cannot be made self-sustaining unless a portion of them 
can be induced and enabled to remove elsewhere ; but I am of opinion, that if leases were 
given at reduced rents, and aid and encouragement to fishing, the number who could not 


find subsistence here would be very small. 
(Signed) DUNCAN MATHESON. 





At PooLeweE, 20th Afarch 1851. 
Charles Robertson, Surgeon, being interrogated, replied :— 


I am medical officer of the parish of Gairloch, and I have been in practice here for four 
years. There is no other medical gentleman residing in the parish. In the course of my 
professional avocations, | have had a great deal of intercourse with the people. I am of 
opinion, that the circumstances of the people have been deteriorating since the failure of 
the potato crop in 1846. For three years from that time the crofters on the Gairloch 
property were employed at trenching and draining under the Drainage Act, and thereafter 
they found employment at road-making under a co-operative arrangement with the desti- 
tution committee. On the Gruinard property, co-operative works were carried on by Mr. 
Bankes under a similar arrangement. During the last winter there has been no such en- 
ployment for the crofters on the Gairloch property. Within the last week or two, some 
have been employed at the instance of the factor in cod and ling fishing. For the last few 
days, I believe they have been tolerably successful. I am of opinion that, on an average, 
the produce of the crofts will not produce food for a family of five persons for more than 
from six to seven months. There may be twenty or thirty that would maintain sucha 
family nearly the whole year. There are others that would not suffice for more than three 
months. I have reason to believe that, on an average, the return from oats on the crofts 
does not exceed four seeds. They have this year, I think, saved rather more of their pote- 
toes than in any year since 1846. I am of opinion, that the draining and trenching of the 
crofts, and the system of husbandry recently introduced, has increased the produce of the 
land, and improved the quality of the grain. The sanitary condition of the people is satis 
factory. There has been no epidemic disease amongst them for about two years. The 
most frequent diseases are affections of the organs of respiration, and diarrheea, especially 
during the last two years. I am of opinion, that unless some work should be carried on by 
which they may earn the means of subsistence, there will be fifty or sixty families amongst 
the crofters who will be very ill off before next harvest. I am of opinion, that to enablea 
man to maintain a family, and pay rent from the produce of the land, he would require from 
ten to fifteen acres in Gairloch. The average of the present crofts may be about five acres. 
The crofters have all along maintained themselves and families for half the year on a0 
average, and have procured the means of paying the greater part of the rent from the wages 


of labour or the profits of fishing. 
(Signed) CHARLES ROBERTSON. 





Mr Charles M‘Leod, being interrogated, replied :— 


I am manager of the crofts on the Gairloch property, and have been so since June last. 
It is my duty to collect the arrears of rent. The number of crofts is about 520; of which, 
about 20 are now vacant. When I took charge, I believe the amount of arrear of reat 
due by the crofters may have been about L.2000. Of this sum, up to Martinmas last, I 
had recovered up to L.600 to L.700, besides what may have been recovered by Dr 
Mackenzie. The amount received by me was partly paid in cash, and partly the proceeds 
of cattle belonging to the crofters sold by me at different markets for recovery of rent. 
the cattle sold, the greater part were stock possessed by the crofters in excess of what 
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they were allowed. They were all voluntarily given up by the crofters, without legal pro- 


ceedings. Last year, under a co-operative arrangement with the relief committee, there 
were employed on road-making from about the 25th of May to the beginning of October, 
about 100 persons on an average. When I arrived, they were already engaged at this work, 
and I found many employed who were in good circumstances. These were discharged, and 
such only employed as were poor and largely in arrear of rent. They were employed at days’ 
wages, varying, according to their ability, from 1s. to 1s. 6d. They were regularly supplied 
with meal every Saturday on account of their wages. The residue of their wages went to 
pay for such articles as they had obtained from tradesmen on orders from the overseer, and 
to pay arrears of rent where they were due. The balance was paid to them in cash. Boys 
and persons not responsible for rent received the whole residue, after deducting the price of 
the meal, in cash. Some of them received in cash as much as L.2 or L.2, 10s. Some families 
earned from L.4 to L.5, exclusive of the meal. I am of opinion, that the co-operative 
work carried on here’ was more beneficial to the people than it has been, so far as [ know, 
any where else; certainly more beneficial than it was in Skye, where I superintended it 
before | came here. Of the crofters on the Gairloch property, I am of opinion that there 
are at least from twenty-five to thirty who are ill off, because they had sown almost no 
crop. These are settled upon the newly-trenched waste land, or land requiring to be 
trenched, where they have not removed the stones, and the ground is not therefore in acon- 
dition to be cultivated. I offered L.2 per imperial acre to the persons occupying such lots, 
for the removal of the stones, which might have been employed in erecting fences for their 
lots, or thrown into heaps. I also offered to supply them with hand-barrows for the pur- 
pose. They did not actually reject the offer, but hitherto they have made no progress. Of 
the crofters settled upon the newly-trenched lots recovered from waste land, some have 
put in a condition to be cultivated rather more than an acre, others not a tenth-part of an 
acre. This applies to the stony land. Where there were no stones, as at Openham, where 
the ground is deep moss and sand, the greater part, if not the whole, of the crofts have been 
brought into tillage; but from the nature of the soil, the returns are small, and clover and 
turnips have not been successfully cultivated, and on some of the lots have altogether failed. 
The Gairloch crofters generally have little command of sea-weed for manure, although they 
are allowed to take free all that grows on the coast. It was intended that they should sup- 
ply themselves with manure by feeding their cattle in the house both summer and winter, 
and by preserving the liquid manure in tanks,—but with one or two exceptions, they have 
not yet fairly tried this system. Where clover will not grow, it is of course impracticable ; 
but even where the clover grows well, they cannot be persuaded to follow out the system 
prescribed to them. Of the crofters, some had no stock when settled on their crotts. Of 
these, some have now one cow,—but such as purchased a cow were unable to pay their 
rents; others remain without a cow—and some have neither purchased a cow nor paid their 
rents. I am of opinion, that the produce of the better class of crofts will maintain an aver- 
age family till the month of May; the worst will hardly supply food for two months. I 
am of opinion, that taking the whole of the crofts, the average return of oats will not exceed 
three and a half seeds. Those who can be induced to follow a proper rotation, and are able 
to manure that quarter of the croft which is under green crop, may get, after clover, from 
four and a half to five seeds. I am of opinion, that although the people were at first much 
opposed to the new system, they are now more reconciled to it, from secing its advantage, 
and would be disposed to carry it out if they were able to do so; but from want of sutti- 
cient manure, they find it impossible. Even where clover grows best, and the cattle are 
house-fed in summer, 1 find that the manure produced on the croft is not sufficient. 
The crofts vary in size from four to five acres of arable land, and the rents vary from 5s. to 
L.4, 10s., besides hill-pasture, for which they pay at the rate of 10s. a cow with her fol- 
lower. Jn addition to the rent, they pay interest at 64 per cent. on the money expended on 
draining and trenching, which varies on the different crofts from 1.4 to 10s. for the four 
acres. Many of the crofters have married members of their families living in the house—- 
and of the unmarried members, few go to service or to seek employment, unless for a few 
weeks at the east coast herring fishing. There are thus, in fact, more families than one residing 
upon many of the crofts. Attempts have been made to prevent this accumulation of fami- 
lies upon the land, and some have even becn threatened with ejection if they continued to 
harbour such families; but hitherto it has been found impossible to prevent it. About 
twenty marriages have taken place among the young people on the Gairloch property since 
Martinmas, and all these couples must necessarily be living in the houses of one or other of 
their parents. The increase of the population on the land is therefore still going on. I 
am of opinion, that the crofts, if cultivated to the highest possible pitch, would not maintain 
more than about two-thirds of the population now residing upon them. 
(Signed) CHARLES M‘LEOD. 





Mr William Gossage, being interrogated, replied :— 


I am overseer on the Gruinard property for Mr Bankes, and I have been so for nearly 
three years. Jam a native of Lancashire. There are on the property about 182 tenants 
of all classes, paying rents from about 30s. to about L.74,—of whom about 178 are in the 
class of crofters, at rents of from 30s. to L.15—with from two to ten acres of arable land, 
and hill-pasture for one cow and followers, for every one pound of rent. With one excep- 
tion, I believe there is no one of the crofters who has not at least one cow, and generally 
some followers. Their rents include the hill-pasture. Ona L.5 croft, about two barrels 
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and a half of oats, and one barrel of barley, will be sown on an average, and from two to 
three barrels of potatoes planted. The return of oats on land that has been some years 
in tillage, which is generally the best in quality, will be from three and a half to four seeds, 
On land newly reclaimed, it will not exceed two. Of barley the return, in the former, 
will be from five to six seeds. Nearly all had potatoes till about Christmas, and some for a 
longer period, besides reserving enough for seed. Nearly all, whether married or single, who 
are able, go to the Caithness and east coast herring fishing. ‘Those who go to Caithness are 
absent about seven weeks, and those who go to the east coast about nine. Qn the whole, 
rents are well paid,—there are not more than thirty-five persons in arrear up to Martinmas 
last, and these not to a large amount ; but these rents have been mostly paid in the shape 
of labour at piece-work executed for Mr Bankes. The tenants who have been employed dur- 
ing the winter in draining and trenching their own lands, have received for drains a penny 
a-yard in soft, and twopence a-yard in hard ground, for cutting and filling, and one shilling 
a rood for trenching hard ground, and sixpence for soft ground. Mr Bankes considers this 
equal to half the cost of the work, and expects the tenants to bear the other half. Dur. 
ing the spring and summer he has given employment in making roads, at wages, for able- 
bodied men, of one shilling a day, or 17s. and four stones of meal per month; and for 
weaker persons, including boys of ten years old, according to their ability. Last year and 


the two previous years, every person on the property who wished for employment at this 


work could find it. Boys of ten or twelve years of age were earning a stone of meal a 
week, and from 2s. 6d. to 5s. a month in cash. I am unable to say whether or not the work 
will be renewed this year. Up to this time they have been employed as usual during win- 
ter in the improvement of their own land, on the terms above stated. Ifthe work should 
not be renewed in summer, I am of opinion that some of the tenants will be very ill 
off, notwithstanding every exertion they are able to make to obtain the means of subsist- 
ence. There are on the property, twenty-eight cottars who have no lands from the pro- 
prietor. This is exclusive of paupers. I am of opinion that all of these, and some of the 
small tenants, will be ill off, unless they are provided with employment. Some of the 
tenants paying L.5 or L.6 rent, who have large families, will also be in great difficulties, I 
am of opinion, that the improvements effected have considerably increased the produce of 
the crofts; but to what extent, [am unable to state. The rents have hitherto been paid 
chiefly from the wages of labour provided by Mr Bankes, and if that employment ceases, I 
am satisfied that they will be unable to subsist and to pay their rents, —and that, therefore, 
Mr Bankes could get no adequate return for the large amount he has expended. I am of 
opinion, that so long as the present population remain upon the property, it would be im- 
possible for the proprietor to obtain a fair return for the capital he has expended, or for 
any amount that he might expend. No amount of agricultural improvement that could be 


profitably effected by the proprietor, would make the property capable of maintaining the 


present population. 
(Signed) Wm. GOSSAGE. 





At Poorewe, March 20th 1851. 


Weare of opinion, that the persons who will be in want in the parish of Gairloch before 
next harvest, are partly the cottars and partly the small crofters, and that some of the crofters 
will be worse off than some of those who have no lands. That the able-bodied and efficient 
cottars will not be so ill off as many of the crofters who have rent to pay. We are of 
opinion, that there are few of the Gairloch crofters who do not buy less or more of meal 
yearly since the failure of the potatoes; and we are of opinion that, on an average, the 
crofts do not afford food for the population upon them for more than six months. During 
the other six months they subsist by the produce of fishing, and the wages of labour. 
Many of them still owe the price of meal purchased last year. They are generally very 
honest in paying for the provisions advanced to them when they have the means, but last 
year was an unfavourable season for the herring fishing in Caithness and the east coast, 
and they, therefore, were without the means of paying for the provisions they had obtained. 
There was a considerable amount of work on roads on the Gairloch estate last year, under 
a co-operative arrangement with the relief committee; but a great part of the labour per- 
formed went to liquidate the arrears of rent. It was no doubt of great assistance to the 
people, who were supplied with meal while working, and were also enabled in that manner to 
pay off part of thatarrear. We are of opinion that, to maintain a man and an average family 
and pay his rent, the smallest size of croft that will suffice is ten acres of land, and some hill- 
pasture; and that to enable him to maintain a family on a croft of that size, he must make 
the most of his land. Weare of opinion, that the parish of Gairloch cannot be made self-sus- 
taining, unless a portion of the inhabitants remove elsewhere. We consider a well-regu- 
lated system of emigration as affording the best promise of extrication from the present 
difficulties. On the Gairloch pecvery we have no reason to believe that any considerable 
number of the people would be disposed to emigrate, even if the means could be provided; 
put we are not entitled to say that some might not. On the Gruinard property some per 
sons have expressed a readiness to emigrate, if they could find the means. 

(Signed) ECTOR MACKENZIE, Farmer. JOHN MACPHERSON, Merchant. 
DUNCAN S. MACKENZIE, Minister. RODK. MACKENZIE, Farmer. 
MURDO MACDONALD, Farmer. 
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At Istanp Ewe, 2let March 1851. 
John Mackenzie, Esq., M.D., being interrogated, replied :-— 


I am factor on the Gairloch estate, and I have been so for ten years. In that capacity I 
have had continual intercourse with the people on the property, and am well acquainted 
with their condition. I am satisfied that there is not one person on the property who is in 
danger at this time of suffering from want. I am now offering lodging and 1s, a-day to any 
able-bodied man who will work at trenching and draining, and I am unable to obtain as 
many labourers as 1 would desire. I am therefore unable to complete the agricultural opera- 
tions I intended to have executed this spring. The people are quite aware of my desire to 
employ them, for I have communicated it personally to a great many, and have presscd them 
to accept of the employment. I have also furnished several persons with boats and fishing- 
gear, to be paid for from the produce of the fishing, and have engaged a curer who will pur- 
chase the fish as they are brought ashore, at fourpence halfpenny for cod, and sixpence for 
ling. These advances have been made to about ten crews of five men each in Lochewe 
about three months ago. I cannotstate the precise quantity of fish delivered by these boats, 
but I do not believe that it exceeds three tons. The advances to these ten boats in Loch- 
ewe amounted to about L.50. They have not prosecuted the fishing with diligence, and 
some of the boats have not yet delivered above 10s. worth of fish. Similar advances have 
been made to the people at Gairloch. There, there are about twenty crews. They were 
better provided with gear, and the advances to them probably did not exceed about L.2 
a-boat. They have been extremely remiss, and although Gairloch is considered a much 
better fishing station than Lochewe, the twenty boats have taken only about the same 
quantity of fish caught by the ten boats employed here. I am quite satisfied that if they had 
worked diligently they might by this time have delivered about ten times the quantity they 
have actually brought. J am of opinion, that the eleemosynary relief which has been 
afforded has been most prejudical to the character of the people ; and I am of opinion, that 
the change effected in the poor law in 1845 has had a similar effect. It has had the effect 
of relaxing their own exertions, and leading them to rely on extraneous relief. I am of 
opinion, that the crofters on the Gairloch property obtained from their crofts sufficient food 
to maintain themselves and their families for about eight months of the year, on an average 
—that is, taking into account the fish they all catch for their own consumption. For the 
remainder of the year, they depend for their subsistence on the wages of labour and the 
proceeds of their fishing. Almost every family sends one or more members to the herring 
fishing in Caithness, or on the east coast. They also depend on these sources for the 
means of paying that portion of their rent which the sale of the produce of their stock may 
not cover. The crofters, during the last three years, have largely increased their stock, 
especially since the great fall in the price of cattle, which has made them unwilling to sell; 
the consequence is, that their lands are greatly overstocked. I found it necessary last sum- 
mer to sell part of their stock to pay arrears of rent. The greater part of these were in 
excess of the number for the grass of which they were paying. Notwithstanding these 
sales, they are still largely in arrear for rent—more than a year from Martinmas last. I 
am of opinion, that some of the lots reclaimed from waste land are now as productive as 
those which were formerly cultivated, but that there are a few which cannot be made s0 
productive. The interest on the money expended on draining and trenching the crofts 
amounts to about L..380; and I have no doubt that the aggregate produce of the crofts has 
been increased considerably more than that amount. Iam of opinion, that there is still on 
this property a great deal of land that might be profitably improved in a similar manner. 
The crofters have in few instances carried out the system of cultivation prescribed for them, 
but they have greatly advanced from what they were. They now, almost without any ex- 
ception, cultivate sown grasses and turnips, which were formerly unknown. I am satisfied 
that if they would diligently follow out the system laid down for them, their crofts would 
suffice to maintain them and their families for the whole year. I am of opinion, that if 
proper instructors were provided, with authority to enforce obedience to their directions, 
on pain of ejection, the persons now occupying the crofts on this property might, in three 
or four years, be made to cultivate their lands in such a manner as would give them, from 
the produce of their crofts, the means of subsistence for the future, and make them alto- 
gether independent ; and I am of opinion, that by similar means the population of the High- 
lands generally might be made self-sustaining. I attribute the failure of the Gairloch 
crofters to carry out completely the system laid down for them, to the want of the kind of 
instruction and authority above described. I have no doubt that had such a system of in- 
struction been steadily pursued for the last five years on this property, the population, not- 
withstanding the failure of the potatoes, would now have been altogether independent; but 
without such instruction, enforced in the manner described, I think that the people of these 
districts will, for generations, remain nearly as they are. I am of opinion, that it is absurd 
to suppose that there is the slightest danger that any one can suffer from want on this pro- 
perty before next harvest, to such an extent as to endanger health or life. 


(Signed) J. MACKENZIE, M.D. 


Apeennix (A.) 





Examinations. 
MaIntanp. 





DrJohn Mackeuzie. 
21 March 1851. 


AprEnnix (A.) 


ED 


Examinations. 
MAINLAND, 





. Minute of Parochial 


Board of Loch- 
broom. 
22 March 1851. 


84 MINUTES OF EVIDENCE 


PARISH OF LOCHBROOM. 
At ULLAPOOL, the 22d day of March 1851. 


The Parochial Board of Lochbroom met in consequence of a requisition by Sir John MNeill, 
Chairman of the Board of Supervision. 


Present,—Hugh Mackenzie, Esq., of Ardross; Rev. William Cameron, Lochbroom ; Rev. 
Alexander Ross, Ullapool; Walter Mundell, Esq., Inverlaid ; Kenneth Mackenzie, Esq., 
Ranachrosk ; Hector Mackenzie, Esq., Ullapool; Mr James Mackenzie, Kildonan. 


Sir John M‘Neill submitted to the board the following queries, to which the board re 
turned the subjoined answers :— 


Q. 1. Are there at this date, in the parish of Lochbroom, persons, not by the existing 
law entitled to demand relief, who are suffering from want to such an extent as to endanger 
health or life, notwithstanding every effort they can make to obtain the means of subsist 
ence, and all the aid they are receiving from any quartenor source ? 

A. The board have no reason to believe that, up to this date, there are any such persons 
in the parish. 

Q. 2. Is there good reason to believe that there will be such persons as the season ad- 
vances ? and if so, what is the greatest number of persons that will probably be suffering 
from want at any one time before next harvest, notwithstanding every exertion they can 
possibly make to procure the means of subsistence ? 

A. The board are of opinion that there will be such persons, but are unable to conde- 
scend on the precise numbers. 

Q. 3. What measures have been taken, or are proposed to be taken, by the parochial 
board, with a view to provide for such emergency ? 

A. The inspector has been authorised to give temporary relief, in cases of extreme urgency, 
to persons not by law entitled to demand it, and he continues to exercise that authority. 


(Signed) HUGH MACKENZIE, Chairman, 





At ULLAPooL, Saturday, 22d March 1851. 


Parochial Board of | We are of opinion, that the eleemosynary relief afforded to the people has had a highly 


Lochbroom. 


prejudicial effect on their character; that it induced many persons to relax their own exer- 
tions, and rely on extraneous aid; and that it has led many to misrepresent their circum- 
stances with a view of participating in it. But we are of opinion, that, under the co-opera- 
tive system, the industry, and especially the skill, of the people as labourers, has been greatly 
improved, and that the roads constructed by the persons so employed have been permanently 
beneficial to the parish. We are of opinion, that since the failure of the potato crop in 
1846, the material condition of the people has been progressively deteriorated, except 00 
the property of Ardross, where there has been a great amount of employment under the 
co-operative system. We are of opinion, that in consequence of a more abundant fishing 
gencrally, and a less complete failure of the potatoes in some parts, the population of this 
parish are better provided with the means of subsistence from their own resources than they 
have been since 1846. We are of opinion, that the lots in this parish at from £5 to £8 
rent, will, on an average, afford food for a family of five persons for six months, In such 
crofts there will be sown about a quarter of oats, and half a quarter of barley, and about 
four or five barrels of potatoes planted when they can obtain the secd. The stock upon 
such crofts will be about four cows, and their two followers, and from fifteen to twenty 
sheep. Few have a horse. The stock sold in a year will be about two head of black cattle, 
and half-a-dozen sheep; but latterly the black cattle have almost been unsaleable ; for the 
sheep they gct from 7s. to 9s. Their subsistence for the other six months, and the means 
of paying that portion of their rent which the sale of stock does not cover, they derive from 
the wages of labour and the proceeds of fishing. Of almost every such family, at least one 
member goes to the Caithness or cast coast fishing, and generally return in time to engage 
in the fishing on this coast. When there are no herrings on this coast, the people rarely 
excrt themselves to procure any other kind of fish. The young men who go to the east 
coast and Caithness fishing almost all return in September, and remain at home for the 
winter. We are of opinion, that the smallest size of croft that will enable a man to mall- 
tain his family and pay his rent, from the produce of the croft alone, is such a lot as is n0W 
let in the parish at £15; and that to enable a man to take such a lot, and reap his first crop 
free from debt, he would require a capital of at least £120 or £130, and we do not know 
more than twelve in the parish, not already in possession of such a croft, capable of taking 
one of that size. We are of opinion, that it is not possible to expend capital profitably m 
the parish of Lochbroom on agricultural improvements to any considerable extent. We 
are of opinion, that agriculture can be profitably pursued in this parish only as subservient! 
to grazing. We are of opinion, that the only way in which the people can be extricated 
from their present difficulties, is by affording facilities to them for removing to America of 
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elsewhere, and by a considerable proportion of the people taking advantage of the facilities © Arrznpix (A.) 
so afforded. And we are of opinion, that a considerable number would take advantage of Tea 


eye, 0 e E ° ti oe 
such facilities if they were offered. rr ohn 
(Signed) HUGH MACKENZIE, Ardross and Dundonald. Parochial Board of 
WILLIAM CAMERON, Minister of Lochbroom. Lochbroom. 


ALEXANDER ROSS, Afinister, Village of Ullapool, 2% March 1851. 
WALTER MUNDELL, Tacksman, Inverlaid. 

HECTOR MACKENZIE, Ullapool. 

KENNETH MACKENZIE, Leckmilen, 

JAMES MACKENZIE, Kildonan. 





At ULLApooL, 22d March 1851. 
Mr Alexander Mackenzie, being interrogated, replied :— 


I am inspector of poor and collector of assessment for the parish of Lochbroom. I have Mr Alexander Mac- 
held these offices since 1846. The parish was assessed in 1845. The assessment for the kenzie. 
first year was 1s. Gd. per pound—half on owners and half on occupants. The sum collected 
was £351, 4s. 1ld. For the last two years, from May 1849 to May 1851, the rate has been 
2s. in the pound—half on owners and half on occupants. The assessed rental of the parish 
for the current year is £7716, 9s., and it has varied little since 1845, except that the rents 
of shootings have latterly been assessed. The amount of assessment allocated being £771, 
12s., there remains an uncollected arrear, up to 15th May 1850, of £207, 6s., accumulated 
since the assessment was imposed. Of this arrear, £123, 14s. 84d. is due by tenants; £59, 
8s. 3d. by feuars in the village of Ullapool; and £24, 3s. 1d. by Sir James Matheson, who 
disputes the obligation to pay. Of the £123, 14s. 84d. due by the tenants, £94, 16s. 103d. 
is due by the lot-tenants paying under £5 rent. The amount collected for the year ending 
14th May 1850 (£715, 15s. 34d.) has been obtained without legal proceedings, except in 
one case, where the assessment on a shooting rent was disputed. Decrects have been ob- 
tained against forty of the feuars of Ullapool who are in arrear, but I have not yet distrained 
for recovery. I am also directed by the parochial board to take Jegal proceedings for the 
recovery of the arrears due by Jot-tenants. The assessment-roll, which I produce, is a tran- 
script of the rent-rolls furnished to me by the proprietors or their agents. All paying £1 
and upwards are assessed. Of persons paying under £3, about twenty may have been ex- 
empted, either on the ground of inability to pay, or because they were maintaining in the 
family persons who might have enforced a right to parochial relicf. I am of opinion, that 
of the arrears due, about £100 may probably be recovered, but not without legal procced- 
ings. In former years, since the assessment was imposed, the uncollected arrear has been 
- greater than for the last year. This year more stringent measures have been taken, and 

the amount collected is consequently greater. Of the £55, 17s. of arrears on last year’s 
assessment, I think about one-half is recoverable, but not without legal proceedings in some 
cases. The chief part of that which I consider irrecoverable, is due by the Ullapool feuars, 
who are from seventy-five to eighty in number. 


; (Signed) ALEXANDER MACKENZIE, 
Inspector and Collector. 
Note of InrormMaTION handed in by Collector. 
Gross Rental of Lochbroom. 
Ardross Estate, - 





- ~ - - - £1855 11 44 

Marchioness of Stafford’s, - - - - - 2867 0 14 
Tullochs, - - - - - - - 1493 8 0 
Sir Alexander Mackenzie’s, - - - - - 598 0 0 
Mr Bankes, Letterewe’s, ~ - - - - 300 0 0 
Sir James Matheson’s, - - - - - 326 5 4 
The Glebe of Letters, - - - - - 179 3 4 
Messrs Woodhouse, Isle Martin, - - - - 30 0 0 
Tanera Feus, - - - - - - 17 010 
£7716 9 0 





Which, at 2s. per pound, amounts per annum to £771, 12. 9d. This has been the amount 
of assessment for the last two years—say 1s. per pound on owner, and ls. per pound on 
occupant. | 
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Sree A RETURN for each Pro erty in the Parich of Lochbroom of the Number of Persons 
eMfminstions, | aaicened for the Poor's Rates, paying Rents as under. 


Return of Persons . 
assessed for Poor in 

the Parish of Loch- 
broom. | 









Number of | Aggregate Amount 
Properties and Amount of Rents Assessed on. Occupants of Rents. Total of Rents. 



















On the Marchioness of Strafford’s Estate. £ os. d. Lad, 
Not exceeding - - - £5) 202 094 4 6 
Exceeding £5 and not exceeding - 10 27 169 1 3 
— LO: 2x35 ‘i - 20 3 48 8 0 
20 - 50 4 86 0 0 
i 50... sas - 100 3 203 0 0 
£100 and upwards - - 4 1575 0 G 
—__—_ 2675 13 9 
243 
On Mr Davidson’s Estate. 
Not exceedin - - - § 35 105 11 6 
Exceeding £5 and not exceeding - 10 18 129 0 0 
ss 10... ; - 20 1 13 0 0 
ec 20 - 650 1 40 0 0 
oes 00. dias - 100 2 00 0 
£100 and upwards - - 4 1215 10 0 


———————, 1503 1 ¢ 


On Mr Mackenzie's Estate of Ardross. 


Not exceeding  - - ~ 5 45 128 11 8 
Exceeding £5 and not exceeding - 10 65 450 0 0 
ee 10a. ee - 20 2 40 13 0 
oa 20 - 650 2 85 0 0 
ake ) ss - 100 1 59 0 0 
£100 and upwards - - 3 1081 12 6 
Too | «(184017 1 
118 


On Sir Alexander Mackenzie's Estate of Coul. 


Not exceeding = - - - 5 11 32 3 0 
Exceeding £5 and not exceeding - 10 3 18 6 0 
AO” ee ais - 20 1 16 0 0 

20 - 50 sii a 

ine 00... sie - 100 aig si 
£100 and upwards a - 2 032 0 0 

a, fo} #598 «gO 
17 
On Sir James Matheson’s Estate, 

Not exceeding - - - 3) 97 235.10 7 
Exceeding £5 and not exceeding - 10 118 15 9 
_— 10: Shs ee - 20 49 11 §¢ 
20 - 50 73 0 =«0 

; - 100 se 


eet 50S a 
£100 and upwards - 


———__} 48117 3 


On the Glebe of Letters. 


Not excceding - 


Excecding £5 and not excecding - 10 
10... see - 20 
20a. cee - 50 
sis OO ae. age - 100 7” 
£100 and upwards. - ce 179° 3 4 


fo 179 «B84 


Grand Totals, ~- - 7279 111 
mend 


ALEXANDER MKEN ZIE, Inspector of Poor, Lochbroom. 
ULLAPooL, 9th April 1851. 
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At Utraroor, Monday, 24th March 1851. 
Mr Hector Mackenzie being interrogated, replied :— 
I am local agent for Sir James Matheson, and have been so since Martinmas 1847. I 


was previously in the same capacity under the British Fisheries Society. There has at all 
times, I believe, been a certain quantity of meal imported annually into Ullapool, and I 


‘am not aware that any meal, grain, or potatoes were exported from hence. I am not able 
‘to state the quantity of meal imported previous to 1846. Since that date, the annual im- 


portation for consumption in the district has not been less than 3000 bolls, and may perhaps 
have been more. Last year the consumption was still greater. This quantity is consumed 
exclusively by the population north of Lochbroom, and Mr Davidson's tenants on the south. 
The price of oatmeal was last year about 16s. per boll. This year it has been sold as. high 
as 17s., but is now procurable at the ship side for about 14s. The meal purchased by the 
people is paid for partly in cash and partly in herrings, both green and cured. I am of 
opinion, that there are many persons here who have not more than one meal a-day. They 
have abundance of salt herrings, but nothing else. They rarely fish except for herrmgs. 
Such as have boats and lines, might, by going to the islands at the mouth of the loch, pro- 
cure abundance of fresh fish, but they rarely do so. The great majority do not derive from 
their land subsistence for themselves and their families for half the year. During the other 
half they are dependent upon the wages of labour, and the proceeds of the herring fishing on 
the east coast and here. I am of opinion, that the number of persons who go from hence to 
the Caithness and east coast fishing may probably be equal to the whole number of families. 
Almost every family sends one member, and some send more. A few, but very few, engage 
in rural labour on the east coast. They are unskilful as labourers, and more given.to mari- 
time occupations, especially to fishing. Some of the young men engage as mariners 
trading vessels. There are four vessels, of from thirty to forty tons, belonging to this port. 
I estimate the quantity of meal imported into this parish for home consumption at some- 
thing more than 4000 bolls yearly. The curers and others who come from a distance to 
attend the herring fishing, generally bring provisions along with them, and therefore pur- 
chase little here—many bring meal to exchange for fish. The rental of Sir James Mathe- 
son’s property here is about L.350 or L.360,—of which not more than about L.200 has 
been paid yearly since he came into. possession. Many of the settlers in the village have 
never paid him any portion of their rent. He has expended no less than L.2000 on im- 
provements, including roads, draining, trenching, and enclosing. The population on Sir 
James Matheson’s property is about 800. Of these, all, except thirteen families, reside in 
the village of Ullapool. In 1848, four or five families emigrated from hence to Australia, 
and were aided by Sir James Matheson. There are many persons Here who would desire 
to emigrate—some to America and some to Australia—if they could find the means. Of 
these, some possess more or less property,—chiefly houses,—but are unable to sell it, as 
none would purchase it. Those who desire to emigrate are mostly married men with 


families. 
(Signed): HECTOR MACKENZIE. 





George M‘Rae and Robert Carmichael'stated :— 


That they are natives of Ullapool, and that they have always been resident there—that 
they have feus, consisting of a house and garden each—that they eacli rent, besides, 
a piece of land of from three-quarters of an acre to an acre, which they have had for 
about twenty years, the rent of which is now the same as it was twenty years ago—in one 
case .1, 1s., and in the other case 16s. That they also paid 5s. a-head for hill-grazing 
for cows, but that, since Sir James Matheson has come into possession, they are allowed 
only one cow each at 5s., and have to pay 10s. a-head for every additional cow. That they 
were also allowed to cultivate vacant stances in the village at a rent of 5s. per stance; but 
that, since Sir James Matheson came into possession, the rent has been raised to 10s. That 
the feus they occupy were built upon under the regulations of the British Fisheries Society, 
on leases of ninety-nine years, renewable at the same rents. That all the feuars who are 
not in possession of the original missives for their feus are threatened with a rise of rent or 
feu-duty. They further stated, that it was their opinion that a large proportion of the po- 
pulation of this place and Coygach would gladly go-to Australia or America, if they could 
find the means; for they are satisfied that it is impossible for them to procure their subsist- 
ence here. Many are reduced to eat fresh fish with the salt herrings, having neither po- 


tatoes nor meal. 
(Signed} . GEO. M‘RAE. 
ROBT. CARMICHAEL. 





George M‘Rae (one of the preceding witnesses) stated :— 


That his family consisted of nine persons—that he had been desirous to emigrate to Aus- 
tralia, and intimated this desire to Sir James Matheson’s chamberlain, Mr Fraser, when he 


‘was here—that he understood it to be arranged that he was to go, and that his house was 


to be taken at a valuation—that he was also to receive assistance to enable him to go to 
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Leith, and L.1 for clothing. That relying upon this arrangement, he had sold part of his 
effects, especially part of his fishing-gear, but that Sir James Matheson’s agent refused to 
take the house. That he thereupon wrote to Sir James Matheson in London, who imme- 
diately answered his letter, referring him to the factor, who still refused to take the house 
—that he was consequently unable to go—that he has therefore remained in a worse con- 
dition than he was before, having been unable to replace the fishing-gear he had sold, 
That there was a good fishing here last year, but the price was so low that little was 
made of it. The people had neither salt nor barrels sufficient to cure it. That he and his 


family have been 1n great difficulties, subsisting for some time on salt herrings and turnips, 


having no meal or potatoes. That he sent his son with eight barrels of herrings to the 
islands to obtain potatoes or meal—that besides the herrings he took with him nothing 
else—that for the herrings he obtained seven barrels of small potatoes, a barrel and a half 
of barley, two pecks of meal, and L.2 in cash. That the sale of green fish during the sea- 
son paid their current expenses, and kept up the gear, but left over only a few shillings in 
cash. That he cured about eighteen barrels, and might have cured five times that quantity if 
he had barrels and salt. That his rent and feu-duty amounted to L.2, 1s. 2d. That it is 
about ten days since his son returned. That he himself is a shoemaker, but that having 
no leather now, he can only work when materials are sent to him to make shoes. That he 
has one son about thirty-five years of age, married in Dunoon, who keeps a public-house 
and a ferry; and another son, not yet thirty years of age, in Edinburgh, who is in a shop; 
a third son about twenty-six or twenty-seven at home, and who is the chief support of the 
family ; a fourth son, about twenty-two years of age, a seaman, who was last heard of at 
Calcutta, but that he does not know where he now is; a fifth son at home, about eighteen 
years of age, a mariner in a merchant vessel belonging to this port; a sixth son at home, 
about fourteen years of age, attending school; and a seventh son about twelve, also at 
school. That he has two daughters, one about nineteen, at home; and the other about ten, 
at school. That he would get about 1s. 6d. for making a pair of shoes, and that, during 
the last year, he has not made more than eight pair, besides what he made for his own 
family. That he had a share of a large boat which used to go to the Caithness fishing, but 
that, after he sold his nets, being unable to replace them, he could not go, and the boat 
has since been lying on the shore. That the boat is probably sold by this time, but he 
cannot expect to receive any part of the price, as it is already forestalled. That his son hag 
a boat of his own, but, it being in want of repair, which he could not afford to give it, he 
was obliged, after about half the season was over, to go with his nets into another boat. 


(Signed) GEO. MRAE. 


That portion of the foregoing evidence relating to the proposal on the part of George 
M‘Rae to emigrate, having been submitted to Mr Hector Mackenzie, local agent for Sir 
James Matheson, he transmitted to Sir John M‘Neill the following communication, dated 


95th March 1851. 


“T have read over the statement made to you by George M‘Rae, feuar in this village. 
I feel rather surprised that he had the boldness to make such a statement, for it has no 
foundation in truth. Mr Fraser, commissioner to Sir James Matheson, mentioned to 
M‘Rae that he would procure for him and family a passage to Australia, on the same terms 
as he did to others, but there was no stipulation of any kind made to him. He being in 
better circumstances than many of the villagers, by having a house, valued at £150, besides 
other property, he had not the same claim on Sir James Matheson’s bounty as parties who 
were almost wholly destitute. I mentioned to you yesterday what had been done for those 
of the settlers with whom M‘Rae was to have gone, if he got sale for his house. There wasno 
promise given him that Sir James would take his house at any price, although he made the 
proposition himself; and it is my firm belicf that he did not sell any part of his effects, with 
the view of emigrating. If any other of the scttlers has taken it upon himself to makea 


similar statement, it is equally false.” 
(Signed) HECTOR MACKENZIE. 





At ULLAPooL, 24th March 1851. 
Mfr Hugh Cowan, being interrogated, replied :— 


I am officer of inland revenue in Ullapool, and I have been so for upwards of three years. 
I am a native of Kilmarnock. I am of opinion that, in consequence of the successful fishing 
last season, the people of this place are much better off than when I first arrived. From 
inquiries which I have made, I have reason to believe that the sale of spirits in Ullapool 
amounted last year to about 3000 gallons at proof. The spirit is generally diluted before it 
is sold in retail. The retail price of the diluted spirit may be about 12s. a gallon. A con 
siderable quantity of this spirit is consumed beyond the boundaries of the parish, but there 
are several public houses within the parish, of which the sales are not included in the 3000 
gallons. Iam of opinion, that the quantity sold in those houses will be equal to the quantity 


carried out of the parish from Ullapool. 
(Signed) HUGH COWAN. 


Note.—Eight mutchkins imperial in a gallon. The half-mutchkin, when drunk on the 

remises, is retailed at from 8d. to 10d. The quantity of water added to proof spirit before 

it is retailed, is about one gallon to four. When retailed in bottles, it is sold at from 1s. 4d. 
to-ls. 6d. per bottle. (Initialed) H. © 


» 
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John M‘Leod, being interrogated, replied :— 

I have a lot of land at Ardmair, in Coygach, at a rent of £3, 12s. The stock upon it is John M‘Leod. 

one cow and a calf, and six or eight sheep. I sowed about a boll of grain—half oats and 24 March 18651. 
half bere, and planted four barrels of potatoes. From the three bushels of oats I got three 
stones of meal, besides seed ; and from the three bushels of bere I got six seeds. We com- 
menced eating the potatoes about Lammas, and they lasted until Martinmas, when I lifted six 
barrels. We are six in family—my wife and sister, and three children under twelve. The 
produce of the lot gives us food for about six months since the failure of the potatoes. For 
the other six months, we subsisted during the first year on the relief meal—during the sub- 
sequent years, on employment which I got at roads. The wages I received were about 7s. 
6d. to 8s. a week. I used formerly to go to the Caithness herring fishing, but last year, 
from the state of my health, I did not go. There was employment at the roads from the 
1st of April till Martinmas, but I was laid up with cold and cough for five weeks. I owe 
an arrear of rent of £5, and also owe money to tradesmen in Ullapool to about the same 
amount. I tried the herring fishing here, but my nets were torn with the weight of fish ; 
and of some barrels that I salted, a great part was spoiled by the leaking of the pickle. I 
have a fourth-part share of a small boat. I do not go out often to fish. The men here are 
not accustomed to go, except to the herring fishing. I would go sometimes if I could get 
anybody to go with me, or if I had a boat of my own. I am now worse off than ever, for 
the new road has cut my lot through the middle, from corner to corner. The land I have 
lost would have served for the planting of four barrels of potatoes; and the crop on the rest, 
not being fenced from the road, is exposed to all the cattle passing along it. The road is 
the same at which I was employed, and is not yet quite completed. During the two years 
I was working at the roads, I received meal on account of my wages while working, and at 
the end of the season found that 1 had to receive for the first year 15s., and for the second 
£1, 1s. At the Caithness fishing I used to get for the season £3, 10s. to £4, and once or 
twice as much as £5. I was absent from home between seven and eight weeks. In the 
township of Ardmair there are fourteen families on the thirteen lots, at rents of from £2, 
10s. to £4, 6s. The lot occupied by two families, is rented at £6, 14s. Two or three of 
the lotters have three milk cows each. There are three who have only one cow each; the 
rest have two. All the crofters have some sheep, varying from perhaps fifteen or twenty to 
four or five. Twelve men from Ardmair went to the Caithness fishing last season—they all 
returned for the fishing on this coast. The lots, on an average, maintain the family for not 
more than about six months since the failure of the potatoes, and their produce is now in 
most cases nearly consumed. Those who had gear and boats got a considerable quantity of 
herring on this coast, but the price of green fish was low. They cured a good many barrels 
for their own use, and are now selling them to buy food. The greatest number of barrels 
remaining of any one man’s share, so far as I know, is nine barrels. Where there are two 
men in a house, of course there are more. The land at Ardmair is at a higher rent in pro- 
portion to its extent and quality, than any land in Coygach. Being convenient for herring 
fishing, the people were able, when the fishing was good and the price high, to maintain 


their families and pay their rents. 
(Signed) JOHN M‘LEOD. 
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PARISH OF STORNOWAY. 
At SToRNowAY, 28th March 1851. 


In a special meeting of the Parochial Board of the Parish of Stornoway, called at the Minute of Parochial 
request of Sir John M‘Neill, G.C.B., chairman of the Board of Supervision, Edinburgh, Board of Stornoway. 
and held within the Court House at 12 o'clock noon. Present—John Munro Mackenzie, 28 March 1851. 
Esq., as mandatory for Sir James Matheson, Bart. ; Roderick Morison; Donald Munro ; 

Roderick Nicolson; Rey. John M‘Rae; John Mackenzie; James Mackenzie; Alex- 
ander Robertson; Colin Leitch ; John Morison; William Munro, as mandatory for John 
Reid Mackenzie; John Fraser; Kenneth Mackenzie; Thomas Reid; D. L. Mackenzie ; 
Peter Clark; Peter MacFarlane; Alexander Morison; Malcolm MacAulay; Donald 
Mackenzie; and Norman Maclver. On the motion of Mr Roderick Morison, John Munro 

ckenzie, Esq., was unanimously called to the chair, which he took accordingly. 

At Sir John M‘Neill’s request, the Chairman put the following queries to the mecting :— 

Q. 1. Are there at this date, in the Parish of Stornoway, persons, not by the existing law 
entitled to demand relief, who are suffering from want to such an extent as to endanger 
health or life, notwithstanding every effort they can make to obtain the means of subsist- 
ence, and all the aid they are receiving from any quarter or source ? 

A. To which it was answered in the negative by a majority. 

Q. 2. Is there good reason to believe that there will be such persons as the season advan- 


ces; and if so, what is the greatest number of persons that will probably be suffering from 
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want at any one time before next harvest, notwithstanding every exertion they can possibly 
make to procure the means of subsistence ? 

A. The meeting, by a majority, replied in the affirmative, without, however, being able 
to condescend on the number that may be in such circumstances. 

Q. 3. What measures have been taken by the parochial board, or are proposed to be 
taken, with a view to provide for such emergency ? 

A. In reference to this question, it was stated by the meeting that the inspectors of poor 
have, with permission of the parochial board, been exercising their discretionary power of 
giving temporary relief to parties truly destitute, though not legally entitled to parochial 
aid; and the board authorise and empower him to do so at any future period, should he 
find it necessary, 

Extracted from the principal minutes, by 
WM. ROSS, Inspector of Poor. 





Stornoway, 17th April 1851, 


Srr,—I duly received your letter of the 5th inst., and would have replied to it sooner, 
but that I was prevented by the irregularity of our packet. 
Annexed 1 beg to hand you the information you desire. 
And remain, Sir, 
Your most obedient humble servant, 


WM. ROSS, Inspector of Poor 


Sir John M‘Neill, G.C.B., 
Chairman of the Poor Law Board of Supervision, Edinburgh. 

















Number of Rents Assewaed on: | Aggregate amount 
Ratepayers. of Rent. 
642 Under £5 - £1996 0 0 
97 From £5 ... £10 - 587 2 7 
65 is 10... 20 - 802 6 5 
29 ee 20 ws5 30 - 654 2 2 
20 a 30 ... 40 - 671 15 0 
9 Ss 40... 50 - 385 10 0 
23 soe 50. ... 100 - 1879 % 8 
6 aoe 100 ... 200 - 839 11 0 
Sir James Matheson, on Lands 
and House Property, - 4582 6 4 
£12,398 1 2 


Sir John M‘Neill having seen the books, is aware that there was a deduction of 5 per 
cent. made for this year on the above rental. At the time he saw the books, there was an 
error in the addition of the above, which is now rectified. 





At Stornoway, Thursday, 27th March 1851. 
Alexander Macdonald, being interrogated, replied :— 


I am collector of the assessment for the relief of the poor of Stornoway, and I have been 
so since May 1850. The current assessment was imposed for the year from Whitsunday 
1850 to Whitsunday 1851, at the rate of 3s. in the pound—half on owners and half on oc- 
cupants. The rental upon which this assessment is levied is L.6235, 10s. The arrear of 
assessment for the year ending Whitsunday 1850, remaining uncollected when I was ap- 
pointed, was L101, lds. 5d.—the sum collected that year having been L.410, 0s. 113. The 
first assessment under the recent statute was for the year from Ist March 1846 to 1st March 
1847, being 1s. 8d. per pound on the rental —half payable by owners and half by occupants. 
The accumulated arrear uncollected at Whitsunday 1850 was L.358, 88. The amount of 
assessment allocated for the current year was L.882, 9s. 44d.—from which is to be deducted 
L.24, 2s. 9d., reduced on appeal,—leaving L.858, 6s. 74d. to be collected. Of this sum 
L.746, 19s. 11d. has been collected, leaving an arrear at this date of L.110, 6s. 84d. The 
whole of the sum collected up to this date has been obtained without legal proceedings, ex- 
cept in a few instances, but I have obtained warrants against a considerable number of 
those who have not yet paid. I am of opinion that of L.110 not yet collected, a consider- 
able portion will be recovered. The difference between the amount of assessment allocated, 
and the amount of 3s. in the pound on the rental, is to be accounted for by the exemption 
of all who pay under L.2 rent,—none of whom are assessed. The collection of the sssest 
ment is made by myself, without the assistance or intervention of the proprietor or his 
agents. The assessment roll, so far as regards the rural parts of the parish, is a transcript 
from the rent rolls in the factor’s office; and for the urban part, is taken from the asses 
ment roll of the previous year, with such alterations as may be necessary, in consequence 0 
removals or changes. These | ascertain by inquiry, and the rental thus made up is submit- 
ted for revision to.a committee of the parochial board. I am of opinion, that there is no class 
of ratepayers in this parish in lower circumstances than the small crofters, paying from L.2 
to L3. rent. Cannot state the quantity of grain they sow, or of the petatoes they plant 


war 2° 
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Last year, from the scarcity and high price of seed potatoes, many were able to plant but 
little. These small crofters do not get from the land what will keep themselves and their 
families for more than half the year. These men, when they have the means, engage about 
Martinmas in the ling fishing,—which those who do not engage in the early herring fishing 
continue to prosecute till late in June. Those who propose to engage in the early herrin 

fishing, commencing in May, prepare for it in the end of March and beginning of April. 
This fishing is over by the middle of June, when those who propose going to the herring 
fishing prepare for it. They return from thence in the beginning of September, and engage 
in cutting and saving their crops, and recommence the ling fishing in November. A con- 
siderable number, but not a majority of the small crofters, in this parish, follow the course 


described. 
(Signed) ALEXs,. MACDONALD. 


Andrew Lothian Macdonald, Esq., being interrogated, replied :— 


I am Sheriff-substitute of the Lewis district of the county of Ross, and I have been so 
for above seven years. The number of applications from persons refused relief by the in- 
spector or parochial board has, I think, this year been greater than last year, in the parish 
of Stornoway, where every one is aware of the right of such persons to apply to me. In 
Lochs also I am of opinion, that the people are all aware of their right to apply to me when 
they are refused relief; but in the parishes of Barvas and Uig, I have reason to believe that 
a great many of the inhabitants are not aware of this right. I have, on more than one oc- 
casion, thought it right to point out to persons who spoke to me incidentally on the sub- 
ject, the manner in which poor persons refused relief could enforce their claims. 1 am of 
opinion, that the condition of the working classes everywhere in Lewis, except in the remote 

arts of Uig, is better than it has been for the last two years, partly in consequence of the 
ess complete failure of the potato crop, and partly from the cheapness of provisions. Not 
less than one-half of the potato crop was saved all over the country, except in part of Uig, 
where I understand nearly the whole was lost. From what I have been able to learn, I 
estimate last year’s grain crop, both oats and barley, at an average. In Uig, however, I 
understand that it was considerably below an average. I am of opinion, that in Uig the 
destitution is much more extensive and urgent than in any other part in Lewis. There is 
at present sufficient employment here for all able-bodied persons who are willing to work, 
at wages of about 10d. a day, to enable all of them to procure the means of subsistence. Iam 
of opinion, that the prevailing feeling here, amongst the people, is discontent. They do not 
admit that the large expenditure of the proprietor upon the property has been beneficial to 
the population, and they are not disposed to facilitate or promote any change calculated to 
improve their condition. Every change, although intended and apparently well calculated 
to improve their condition, is considered a grievance. This feeling is not confined to the 
urban population of Stornoway, but pervades the whole population of the Lewis. 
(Signed) A. L. MACDONALD. 





Dr Roderick Millar, being interrogated, replied :— 


I am a surgeon in Stornoway, and I have been medical officer of the three parochial 
boards of Stornoway, Lochs, and Barvas since 1845, and am so now conjointly with Dr 
Charles M‘Rae. I was also medical officer of Uig until two years ago. I am of opinion, 
that the population of Lewis have on the whole more food of their own this year than they 
have had for the last three years. Of the parish of Uig I cannot speak from my own ob- 
servation, as I can of the other three parishes; but, from the inquiries I have made, I am 
inclined to think, that there also the population, although the most destitute on the pro- 
perty, are somewhat better off than during the last three years. The people of Uig are re- 
markably kind to one another; and I am satisfied that, as long as any one in a township 
has food in his house, no one of his neighbours would be allowed to suffer from want of 
food. If any such case had occurred, I have no doubt that it would have been brought to my 
notice, but it is possible that such a case might occur in the remote part of Uig, without 
my yet being informed of it. In my professional visits, I am frequently applied to by per- 
sons desirous of parochial relief, and requested to furnish a line to the inspector, stating 
that they are fit objects of relief. J am of opinion, that in the parishes of Stornoway and 
Lochs, the people generally are quite aware of the sheriff’s jurisdiction in cases of refusal 
of relief; but, in Barvas and Uig, I think they are not generally aware of it. There is no 
epidemic disease prevalent here at present, unless in the village of Barvas,—where a mild 
form of typhoid fever prevails to some extent. I attribute it chiefly to the dampness of 
houses recently erected, of which there are many in the village. The district of Uig, al- 
though the people have been, since the failure of the potato crop, more destitute than any 
other portion of the population, has been on the whole healthier than any other part. No 
epidemic disease has prevailed in that district during the last four years. I attribute this 
In a great measure to the greater dryness of the soil, which in many places is sandy. In 
most other parts of the island it is chiefly moss. During the time I have been medical 
officer of these parishes, | have seen no case in which J had reason to believe that the pa- 
tient was suffering in health from want of food. The potato crop of last harvest has lasted 
the people longer on the whole than the crop of any year since 1846. A good many, how- 
ever, have decayed in the pits; and I am of opinion, that many will be forced to consume 
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the potatoes they had reserved for seed. I also think that many will be forced to consume 


their seed corn. There is employment in this parish at present for all who are willing to 


work, but they complain that the wages are too low. I cannot state what these wages are, 
I understand that the work is offered by the piece at so much a rood for drains, but I can- 
not accurately state the terms. The chief source from which the small crofters of Lewis 
draw the means of paying that portion of their rent which the sale of stock will not cover, 
is the Caithness herring fishing, to which a great number of men go yearly. Of the class 
of small crofters, there are few families in which there is an able-bodied man who do not 
send one member to the Caithness fishing. It is not uncommon for persons engaging ag 
farm-servants to stipulate that they shall be allowed to go there for the season. The curing 
of haddocks has been successfully prosecuted by the crews of about a dozen of Lewis boats 
this year, for the first time, and their success has led others to contemplate engaging in the 
same kind of fishing and curing. I learn that the Lewis boats have taken as many ag a 


thousand haddock at one haul. 
| (Signed) RODERICK MILLAR. 





At Stornoway, Friday, 28th March 1851. 
Rev. John M‘Rae, being interrogated, replied :— 


I am minister of the parish of Stornoway, and I have been so since 1847. I am of 
of aaa that the people of this parish, and of the Lewis generally, in consequence of a more 
abundant harvest, have more food of their own than they had last year. The harvest was 
more abundant than it has been for many years, and the failure of the potatoes, in this 
parish at least, has been less than last year. Some of the crofters are still using them in 
their families. My own potatoes, which were pitted, on being lifted, were removed about 
three weeks ago into a house, and were found to have kept well in the pit, and they con- 
tinue to keep well. A considerable number of the fishermen have this season been engaged 
in the haddock-fishing, with more success than formerly, on account of fish curers, who sup- 
plied them with boats and gear. 1 am of opinion, that the eleemosynary aid afforded to the 
people within the last four years has had a most prejudicial effect on their character, and 
that the facilities now afforded for obtaining parochial relief have had a similar effect. It 
has induced them to rely too much upon extraneous aid, and too little upon their own 
exertions; but I am of opinion that it relieved much distress, and even saved life. This 
I state on the uniform testimony of the people generally, not from my own personal know- 
ledge of any particular cases. At the sametime, it is right to state that, since the failure of 
the potatoes, the proprietor has offered employment to all able-bodied persons who were 
willing to work, but they were slow to accept it, and did not work perseveringly, with some 
exceptions. A considerable part of the work was therefore executed by persons from other 
parts of the country, although the proprietor naturally gave a preference to the inhabitants 
of his own property. I am of opinion, from what I learn from the people themselves, that 
the produce of their crofts will not, on an average, maintain a family more than six months, 
supposing the potatoes to fail as they have hitherto done. I am of opinion, that it would 
be impossible so to apply capital in the Lewis as to be remunerative to the capitalist, and 
to provide a permanent subsistence for the whole of the present population. I am further 
of opinion, that no reduction of rent would enable the crofters to subsist upon their present 
holdings. I can suggest no means by which the people of the Lewis can be made self-sus- 
taining, unless the number of inhabitants is diminished. I have passed about twenty years 
of my life in the North American Colonies, in Nova Scotia, where I had an opportunity of 
observing the progress of the emigrants from the Highlands, and I am convinced that not 
one in fifty, after five years’ residence there, would consent to return home to their holdings 
in this country if they were to receive them in fee-simple. From my observation of the 
condition of the emigrants generally, I state, without hesitation, that their condition is im 


measureably improved by emigration. 
(Signed) JOHN MRAE. 





At Ere, Saturday, 29th March 1851. 
Donald M‘Donald, and Murdo M‘'Swein, stated :— 


That the farm of Garabost consists of sixty lots, averaging about three and a half acres, 
at rents of from 25s. to L.5, 88., with hill-grazing for a cow for every pound, with a follower 
for each, and two sheep. On a lot paying L.3, 14s., there will be sown about four bushels 
of barley, and eight bushels of oats, and there will be planted about four barrels of potatoes. 
Barley gives, on an average, five returns, and oats, three and a half. This is about the 
average return in the township. The potatoes are begun to be used a week before Lam- 
mas, and are used twice a-day till Christmas. What had been lifted failed rapidly, but 
enough has been saved to plant about the same quantity as last year. The produce of suc 
a lot will last till the seed is put in the ground and sow the land; that is, till the end of 
May. (A pony sold for L.4, 2s.) Five boats, with five men each, go to Caithness herring 
fishing. Some of the men being young, and some heads of families, about six wet 
there to hire themselves. The average take of the boats from hence was 120 to 130 crans. 
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The crofts, on an average, keep a family about nine months. In the township there are 
twelve persons who have not three cows each. One of these has no cow, six have but one 
cow. Of these six, all have young beasts of one or two years old. Thirteen have no sheep. 
There are twelve families that have now exhausted the produce of their crofts. 





Roderick M‘Leod, and Norman Macdonald, stated :— 


__ That there are forty-three lots in the Upper Bebles, at rents of from L.2, 68., to 1.5, 12s., 
all of the same size, but of different qualities. The stock is, a cow for every pound sterling 
of rent, with her follower. They had also three sheep for the pound of rent till they lost 
part of their hill-grazing, which is now in eighteen new lots. 


Roderick M‘Leod stated :— 


That his lot was L.5 rent, that he had five cows, and one two-year-old ; that he had no 
stirk, but five sheep. That he sowed four and a half bushels of barley, and six bushels of 
oats, and planted three barrels of potatoes. That the potatoes lasted till Martinmas (old 
style), and then went; that he has no seed. That the barley gave eight seeds, the ground 
having been manured after potatoes; and that the oats, after barley, gave four seeds, the 
ground having been manured with sea-weed. 





Malcolm M‘Kenzie, sen., stated :-— 


That he pays L.2, 6s. of rent; that he has three cows, but no young beast ; that he planted 
half a barrel of potatoes, and sowed about half a barrel of barley, and half a barrel of oats; 
that the return was about three barrels of barley, and that he got about a boll of oatmeal 
from the oats sown ; that his family consisted of seven, that he was about 43; and the eldest, 
being a son, about 15 years of age. That he has been working on another lot, on contract, 
clearing stones, for which he is to get L.3. That be has been fishing ling, by which he has 
made 25s. 


At Stornoway, Saturday, 29th March 1851. 
John Munro Mackenzie, Esq., being interrogated, replied :— 


I am chamberlain for Sir James Matheson, and I have been so for nearly three years. 
Two years ago there was an enumeration of the inhabitants, when it was found that, ex- 
clusive of the town of Stornoway and its suburbs, they amounted to 15,200. (The popula- 
tion of the town of Stornoway, by the census for 1851, is 3159,—communicated by Mr 
Mackenzie.) Of these, including paupers on the roll, there are persons inhabiting about 800 
houses who hold no lands. These houses are many of them inhabited by single individuals, 
or by aged couples, who have no children residing in family. The great majority of the 
inhabitants are lotters, paying under L.5 of rent. I will furnish a note of the number of 
lotters in each parish whose rents are under L.2. (See note A.) The lotters have grazing on 
the hill for five sheep and one milk cow for each L.1 of rent. A L.3 lotter would have 
three cows and three stirks, not exceeding a year old. He will have of arable land from 
three and a half to five acres. In the district of Ness, a L.3 lotter has as much as seven 
acres of arable. Of this arable there may, on an average, be about one-fifth that is not 
actually under tillage. Previous to the failure of the potato crop, it was the general prac- 
tice of the lotters to cultivate their arable land on a three-shift rotation, taking two white 
crops successively after potatoes, and applying more or less of manure to the land with 
each of the white crops. Where the soil was favourable, a crop of barley came after the 
potatoes, and was followed by a crop of oats. In other cases, two crops of barley, or two 
of oats, were taken successively after the potatoes. Since the failure of the potatoes, they 
have diminished the extent under green crop, and increased that under white crop. ‘Ihe 
consequence has been to exhaust the land; and, from its not being cleaned under green 
crop, a large portion of the ground 1s occupied by weeds, which dispute possession with the 
grain crops. When Sir James Matheson came into possession, the ring fences, separating 
the arable land of each township from the grazing, were in a dilapidated state, and re- 
quired to be repaired every year, before the crop could be sown. This was a source of 
constant delay, as it was a work to be performed by the township in common, and no one 
‘would engage in it until the whole could be collected. The insufficiency of the fence, even 
after such annual repairs, gave rise to continual disputes, from the injury done to the crops 
‘by the cattle of neighbours. In several of the townships relotted by Sir James Mathe- 
‘son, substantial ring fences have been built, inclosing not only the land formerly in tillage, 
but a considerable amount also of improveable land, which has been assigned in lots to 
‘persone who were part occupiers of the original lots, or assigned in portions to the lotters, 


‘to enable them to extend their tillage. The division of lots had been made about forty 


es ago; and, on a considerable number of them, it was found that two or three families 
had since settled, who either held the lot in common, or had divided it amongst them. In 
the townships that have been relotted, a separate lot has been assigned to each lotter. In 


‘some cases of aged couples, widows, and other persons, incapable of cultivating a large lot, 


‘the original lot has been subdivided, sa a8 to give to each of such persons the quantity of 
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land they were capable of managing. But in no case are two families permitted to occupy 
the same lot. In several cases of relotting townships, the houses which were distributed in 
the midst of the arable land were removed to one side, and so arranged as to form a pro- 
tection to the arable on that side. Branch roads were at the same time constructed, lead- 
ing to the houses in such a manner as to permit the cattle to pass to the houses without in- 
jury to the crops. From Ist January 1849 to 31st December 1850, Sir James Matheson 
expended in improving the tenants’ crofts L.3562, 15s. 7d. ; and, since the latter date, a con- 
siderable sum has been expended for the same purpose, which will make the total about 
L.4000. (See note B.) This sum has been employed on draining, trenching, and enclosing, 
On this expenditure the tenants pay interest at the rate of five per cent. The contract 
for executing this work was in all cases offered to the tenants themselves, unless in a few 
cases where there was reason to believe that it could not safely be given to them. In most 
cases they accepted the contract,—the townships taking the contracts for fencing, and the 
occupant of the lot that for draining and trenching. The expenditure on draining and 
trenching has been almost exclusively made upon lands not previously in tillage. My im- 
pression is, that the sum paid to the crofters for improving their lands by draining and 
trenching will amount on an average to from L.8 to L.12 per acre; but I will ascertain, 
and let you know. (See note C.) The crofters occupying the waste lands which 
have been drained and trenched, are to pay rent at the rate of 2s. 6d. per 
acre for the first five years, 5s. for the second five, and 7s. 6d. for the third 
five, besides five per cent. on the sum expended in draiuing, trenching, and fenc- 
ing. In these improved lands, the potatoes have succeeded, especially upon moss 
land, fully as well or better than on the lands formerly in tillage. The grain crop on the 
new land is for the first years precarious, but as the occupants are themselves the contrac- 
tors, and as such receive the sum expended on improvement, they are enabled to subsist 
till the improvement of their lands is completed, when their grain crops will no longer be 
more precarious than on lands previously in tillage. I am of opinion, that the occupants of 
the land thus improved are, on the whole, in as favourable a position as the crofters on the 
old land; and that, if they continue to pay their rents and interest, the improvement will 
have been effected without loss to the proprietor. These observations apply to the im- 
proved lands included within the ring fences erected for the townships that have been 
relotted. But in 1845-46 and ’47, a large extent of waste land was drained, trenched 
and enclosed by Sir James Matheson, on his own account, by the advice of the late Mr 
Smith of Deanston. The draining was effected on Mr Smith's plan. From 200 to 300 
acres were thus improved in about half-a-dozen parts of the property. The estimated cost 
of draining, trenching, and fencing, was L.5 per acre; but I believe that the actual cost 
was from L.8 to L.10. This land was almost exclusively moss. Of the land thus improved 
one block of about 80 acres, called Deanstone, after having been cultivated by the proprie- 
tor for four years, was abandoned, as it was found that it would not pay the cost of the 
tillage, independent of the interest of outlay. . It was then offered, with the crop upon it, 
to tenants who were at the time without lands, and eight persons were found who agreed 
to try it, leaving the rent to be fixed at a future period, but with an assurance that it should 
not in any case exceed 12s. per acre. They entered at Whitsunday 1850, and have had 
the advantage of the crop sown by the proprietor, on paying the price of the seed sown. 
Of the eight persons, six have expressed a desire to emigrate to America rather than re- 
main in Deanstone, although they had built themselves houses there. In short, the im- 
provement at Deanstone has been a complete failure. The other portions of land drained 
on the plan of Mr Smith, have all of them either been abandoned or drained again toa 
greater depth, and with tiles. Of the lands drained on account of the proprietor at a depth 
of 5 feet in moss, and three feet three inches to three feet six inches in hard ground, 
about 300 acres, in six different townships, have been divided into lots and let to tenants 
who, on relotting townships, were found to be above the number to which the land pre 
viously in tillage would give lots of sufficient size. This land has been let at rents of from 
15s. to 20s. per acre, with the usual privilege of grazing one cow for each one pound of rent. 
The cost of the improvement where the deep draining was employed amounted to about 
L.15 per acre. A portion of it which had been previously drained and trenched, was re 
drained and retrenched at a greater depth, and in these cases the cost could not have been 
less than L.20 per acre. As the tenants have had only one crop off these lands, it would 
be premature to express an opinion as to their ultimate success. I cannot state from 
memory the number of acres ot waste Jand which the improvements of Sir James Matheson 
have, up to this date, added to the extent of arable on his property, but I will furnish a note 
of it. (See Note D.) I can state confidently that, taken as a whole, these improvements 
have -been far from remunerative to the proprietor. Setting aside the improvements 
effected on Mr Smith’s plan, and looking only to those which have been executed on the 
plan recommended by the Drainage Commissioners, I can say that up to this time they are 
not remunerating the proprietor, On the other hand, improvements effected on the farms 
of tacksmen, who pay 5 per cent interest on the outlay, may be considered as giving a fair 
return to the proprietor for his expenditure. But although these operations, regarded 
merely as investinents of capital, have not made an adequate return, they have been so far 
beneficial that they have afforded employment and subsistence to a large number of persons 
on the property, who from the failure of the potatoes, were in a distressed condition, and 
enabled them, from the wages of their labour, to pay up rents, which otherwise would have 
remained unpaid. I am of opinion, that it is impossible to expend capital on agriculters 
improvement on this property in such a manner as to make a fair return for the expend> 
ture, and at the same time to provide permanent subsistence for the whole of the present 
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population, if the potatoes continue to fail. I state this opinion after a careful examina- 
tion of the results of the very extensive improvements executed on this property by Sir 
James Matheson, and of the character and habits of the population. I am clearly of opin- 
ion, that, if the potatoes continue to fail, the inhabitants of the Lewis cannot be made self- 
sustaining unless a considerable number of them remove elsewhere. Sir James Matheson 
has, this year, offered to provide a thousand free passages for such of the people and their 
families as may desire to emigrate, to cancel all the arrears or debts due to him, whatever may 
be their amount, of such as resolve to go; to relinquish his right of hypothec over their 
stock, and leave them at liberty to dispose of it for their own behoof; and, if they should 
find no other purchaser, he has authorised me to pay for the stock as large a price as can 
be given without subjecting him to loss when they are resold. I have personally made 
known this offer to the heads of families in all the townships of the parishes of Stornoway, 
Barras, and Uig, and have, through the ground-officer in Lochs, communicated it in the 
form of a written address to the heads of families in that parish whom J have not myself 
seen. ‘There can therefore be no doubt that the terms of the offer are known to every 
adult person in Lewis. I have also put into the hands of the ground-officers, for the infor- 
mation of the people, detailed statements as to the necessary prepartions for emigration, 
and as to their prospects on their arrival in America. I have to add, that Sir James 
Matheson has further intimated his readiness, if a considerable number of persons should 
resolve to emigrate, to pay the passage and provide for one or two years the salary of a 
minister to accompany them. Of this also the people are informed. Having made this 
offer, I have been authorised to inform the people that if any one, now in arrear of rent 
for two years, and who has not the means of subsistence till next harvest, should reject the 
offer, and be unable to assign a sufficient reason for rejecting it, arising from the age or 
disability of himself or some dependent member of his family, he will be served with a 
summons of removal at Whitsunday and deprived of his lands. The offer was communi- 
cated to the people early in February. ‘ The number of families willing to emigrate is 112, 
and the number of souls 653. The amount of arrears at Whitsunday 1850, due by the 112 
families, is L.672, 18s. 7d., and the present value of their stock is L.424, 7s. 10d. Another 
year's rent will be due in the month of May. The average arrear per family is L.6; and 
the average value of the stock is L.3, 15s. 9d. The number of families enrolled for emi- 
grating, but who are unwilling to go, is 184; the number of souls being 1126. The amount 
of arrears due at Whitsunday last is L.1951, 18s. 8d., and the present value of their stock 
is L.1080, being an average of L.10, 12s. 2d. of arrears per family, while the average of 
their stock amounts to only L.5, 17s. 53d.” Notices of removal have been served upon 
persons who, being able-bodied, and without any impediment to emigration, were in the 
condition above referred to. Summonses of removal have also been served on a number of 
persons who were in arrear of rent, but who, there was reason to believe, could find the 
means of liquidating the arrear. The intention was not absolutely to remove these per- 
sons, but to compel payment by all who were able to pay. The result has been, that a 
considerable amount of arrear has been paid, and more is in daily course of payment by 
persons who, for the last two years, had represented themselves as in a state of destitution. 
Y am of opinion, thai the crops generally, both of grain and potatoes, were last year con- 
siderably more productive than they have been for several years. From the information I 
have obtained, | estimate the barley crop at one third more than that of last year. The 
eats were an averave crop. I am of opinion, that the produce of the whole of the crofts, 
if equally distributed, would subsist all the crofters and their families till about the end of 
May, as well as provide sufficient seed for their land, except the potato land, for which the 
seed is rather deficient, but arrangements have been made to import a small quantity to 
enable them to purchase it. A part of the labour of the men employed in improving their 
own crofts, has been paid in the shape of superior seed oats which they were desirous to 
obtain. During the last four years, the proprietor has provided a good quality of seed, both 
grain and potatoes, for the tenants at a cost of about L.1000 per annum, the greater part of 
which still remains unpaid. I have reason to believe that four-fifths of the crofters in the 
Lewis prefer such lots as are let at from J..3 to L.4 to larger lots. 1 found this opinion 
partly upon the desire expressed by the people themselves as to the size of the lots 
into which a township is to be divided when it is relotted; and partly on the fact that 
In many cases persons offered an extension of their lots have declined it; and that 
others to whose share a L.5 or L.6 lot had fallen, have requested permission to divide 
it with another person. On the other haud, there are a few who are desirous of under- 
taking larger lots ; of these, some are energetic and honest men who are likely to suc- 
ceed, and others are reckless men who are indifferent whether or not they discharge the 
obligations they incur. In the vicinity of the township of Skeabost, which is occupied by 
from 50 to 60 crofters, there is a block of land of 120 or 130 acres which had been 
thoroughly drained, trenched, and enclosed. This land was offered, in 1849, to such a num- 
ber of the Skeabost crofters as might be willing to take it in lots of from five to ten acres ; 
and they were warned that, if they did not take it, it might be necessary to place upon it 
other tenants, who would divide with them their hill-pasture and their sea-weed. Only two 
men agreed to accept lots on the new land. They were offered ten-acre lots, but they could 
only be induced to take eight acres; and, after farming them for two year they have now 
requested that they may be divided into four-acre lots, as they find eight acres more than 
they can manage. The land occupied by these men was the best in the block, and was set 


at L.1 per acre, with the right of hill-pasture for one cow and follower for each pound of 


rent, together with the privilege of taking sea-weed from the shore. The remaining lots, 
our acres each, were filled up in 1850 by persons removed from Uig, from two town- 
ships that were overcrowded. I am of opinion, that it depends entirely on the character of 
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Arrexnix(A) the tenant, whether or not it would be beneficial, either to him or the proprietor, to grant 
Bxaiminaiion ; him a lease. I am satisfied that the indiscriminate granting of leases would not be bene- 
_.__ ficial; but I have no doubt that, selecting the most energetic and respectable tenants, it 
Lewis, Hanais, Lona would be advisable to give them leases, provided that they have stock and capital enough to 
stan, Barra. do justice to their lands. When I first undertook the management of this property, I was 
ge hoe strongly impressed with the belief, that leases could advantageously be given to almost all 
‘tenants, and contemplated, with the proprietor’s concurrence, which | obtained, acting im- 
mediately upon this conviction ; but more extensive observation and experience, and con- 
stant intercourse with the people, have greatly modified my views on this subject, and have 
led me to the conclusions above stated. I am of opinion, that the eleemosynary aid afforded 
to the people has had a very prejudicial effect on their character ; but that it saved lives, 
There has been no time, however, up to this date, at which a destitute man could not obtain 
the means of subsistence by labour. The proprietor has provided employment for every such 
person who applied for it. No one who has applied to me for work, and whom I believed to 
be destitute, has failed to obtain an order for employment, at the current rates of piece- 
work, which were about the average of the rates in the counties north of the Forth. But 
many of the persons who obtained such orders, and who were offered work at draining, 
trenching, and road-making, refused to work at the current rates. I am of opinion, that, 
notwithstanding that all who were destitute could obtain work, there would have been deaths 
from starvation but for the distribution of eleemosynary relief; for J am satisfied that there 
are able-bodied men on this property, in the parishes of Uig and Barvas, who would starve, 
and allow their families to starve, rather than do a fair day’s work at draining, trenching, 
or road-making, for a fair remuneration. This may appear an incredible statement, but it 
is nevertheless true. Except in the parish of Uig, and Carloway district of the parish of 
Lochs, the tenants generally have nearly the full amount of their black cattle stock. Pre 
vious to the failure of the potatoes, almost every township had more than the specified num- 
ber of black cattle ; but the sheep stocks of most of the tenantry are much reduced, and 
many have none left. The price of sheep having been higher in proportion than that of 
black cattle, they have been sold to pay for food. In Uig and Carloway, many of the ten- 
ants are reduced to their last cow, and have no sheep stock. Even the one cow they now 
have, is not, properly speaking, their own, for they are in arrear of rent much beyond its 
value, and though still left with them, it belongs in fact to the proprietor. 
(Signed) J. MUNRO MACKENZIE. 


Note A.—Inrormation by Mr Macxenxzie.—Number of tenants paying under L.2 per 
annum, 577. Aggregate rent paid by such, 1.669, 7s. 2d. 

Note B.—Nore of Inrormation by Mr Mackxenxzir.—Amount expended on crofts to dlst 
March 1851, and on which the tenants are to pay interest at 5 per cent., L.4125, 13s. 10d. 

Note C.—Quantity of land improved by crofters for themselves amounted to 274 acres, 
at an average rate of L.13 per acre for draining, trenching, and fencing. 

Note D.—Extent of Lanp improved in blocks, and afterwards let to crofters, 363 acres, 
at a cost of L.18, 7s. per acre. 

Extent of land improved and laid out in large farms, or added to large farms, 731 acres, 
at an average cost of L..18, 1s. per acre. : 

Total of waste land reclaimed, 1368 acres. 





Extract Letter from EXTRACT LETTER from Mr James Gatr, transmitting Memorandum of the Spirits 
Mr J, Gair. imported into the Lewis by the Steamers. 


‘“ T have no doubt whisky was imported by sailing vessels during the period specified. 
The strength of the whisky is 11 per cent. O. P., and in some instances 25 O. P. I have 
given the names of the parties selling, that you may see the quantity consumed in the grog 
shops, which are marked with a cross.” 


Quantity of Spirits Quantity of Spirits imported into Island of Lewis by “Mary Jane” and “ Marquis of 
imported into Lewis. Stafford” steamers, for three years from 1st November 1847 to lst November 1850. 


a ee ae ae a eR ee ee ea 
Nov. 1847 ' Nov. 1848 | Nov. 1849 Total 































Names of Importers. Residence. Sree ia ee Vein, aie waka Gallons. Where Disposed of. 
Gallons. | Gallons. | Gallons. | 11 0.p. 
Thomas Clark - | Stornoway 952 978 1,524 | 3,454 | Commercial Hotel. 
Neil Campbell - me 754 1,216 1,185 } 3,155 | Lewis Hotel. 
D. Murray -  - 719 551 649 | 1,919 | Star Inn. 
Mrs M‘Lea -_ - 2 727 192 919 | Lewis Hotel, &€. 
George M‘Kenzie_ - ove 142 466 608 {| Crown Inn. 
*Alexander M‘Aulay |... 770 522 { 1,000 | 2,292 | Spirit Cellar. 
*Malcom M‘Aulay - Sa 785 1,138 1,269 3,192 seg 
John Morison, jun. ne 1,238 1,446 1,724 4,408 
*Colin Morison = nate 1,167 1,936 1,336 4,439 
*W. and R. Morison eee 1,718 1,212 1,094 4,024 see _ 
*Malcolm M‘Leod - —_ 7,138 | 4,934 1,728 | 13,800 | As Agent for Glengilp Distillery. 
George M‘Leod - | Callinish 241 241 | Callinish Inn. 
Donald M‘Kenzie - Dalbeg 62 156 218 | Dalbeg Inn. 
D. Meod - - | Barvas 23 23 | Glenhouse. 
Total, 7 15,968 | 14,329 | 12,395 | 42,692 





Stornoway; 31st March 1851. J. G. 
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PARISH OF BARVAS. 
At Stornoway, 28th March 1851. 


In a Special Meeting of the Parochial Board of Barvas, called to hold here by requisition 
from Sir John M‘Neill, G.C.B., Chairman of the Board of Supervision, Edinburgh. 


Present, —Jobn Munro Mackenzie, Esq., as Mandatory for Sir James Matheson, Bart. ; 
Hugh Macpherson, John Morrison, and George Morrison.—John Munro Mackenzie, Esq., 
was unanimously called to the chair, which he took accordingly, and, at the request of Sir 
John M‘Neill, put it to the meeting :— 


Q. 1. Are there at this date, in the parish of Barvas, persons, not by law entitled to 
demand relief, who are suffering from want to such an extent as to endanger health or 
life, notwithstanding every effort they can make to obtain the means of subsistence, and 
all the aid they are receiving from any quarter or source ? 

A. To which it was unanimously answered in the negative. 

Q. 2. Is there good reason to believe, that there will be such persons as the season ad- 
vances? and if so, what is the greatest number of persons that will probably be suffering 
from want at any one time before next harvest, notwithstanding every exertion they can 
aia make to procure the means of subsistence ? | 

A. To which it was unanimously replied, that there will be parties in that condition; but 
without condescending on any number. 

Q. 3. What measures have been taken by the parochial boards, or are proposed to be taken, 
with a view to provide for such emergency ? 

In reference to the question, Sir John M‘Neill explained to the meeting, that he would 
consider it a satisfactory answer, if the parochial boards stated they had authorised or per- 
mitted their inspectors to exercise a discretionary power of giving temporary relief to truly 
destitute parties, though not legally entitled to parochial aid. 

Which the board unanimously agreed to sanction, and mentioned, that in point of fact, 
the inspector has been exercising such power without challenge. 





Barvas, 22d April 1851. 

Sir,—I received yours of the 5th inst., and as requested, beg to furnish you with the in- 
formation required. 

The assessment was imposed on the 28th June 1850; the amount of assessment collected 
is 4.43, 11s. 54d.; the amount of outstanding arrears is L.134, 11s. 103d.; the rental upon 
which the assesment was levied, L.2,138, at the rate of 1s. 8d. per pound,—the one 
half to be paid by the landJord, and the other half by the tenants. 

The number of tenants who pay an annual rent of not exceeding L.5, is nine, and the ag- 
gregate amount of rent L.45. The number of those who pay an annual rent exceeding L.5, 
and not exceeding L.10, is forty-eight, and the amount L.274, 12s. The number of those 
who pay an annual rent exceeding L.10, and not exceeding 1.20, is one, and the amount 
L.17, There are two who pay an annual rent exceeding L.20, and not exceeding L.50, 
and the total sum is L.73,12s. 6d.; and there is one who pays an annual rent exceeding 
L.50, and not exceeding L.100, and the amount is L.70. ‘There is none who pays a rent 
exceeding L.100.—I am, your most obedient servant, 


DONALD MORRISON, Inspector. 





At Barvas Mansr, Monday, 31st March 1851. 
Rev. William M* Rae, being interrogated, replied :-— 


Tam minister of the parish of Barvas, and I have been so for nearly thirty-eight years. When 
I was inducted, in 1813, the people universally were in much more prosperous circumstances 
than they are now. They had abundance of food, cattle, sheep, and horses, and, the prices 
being then high, money was much more abundant. Kelp was at that time manufactured, 
and the persons engaged in it earned on an average from L.3 to L.4aton. From 40 to 50 
tons may have annually been made in this parish. Shortly after the reduction of the duty on 
barilla in 1823, kelp ceased to be manufactured in this parish, unless to a very limited ex- 
tent. Thereafter, the people commenced going to the east coast ees which they had 
not previously frequented. At that time (1813) the average size of the lots was consider- 
ably greater than it is now ; but a continual process of subdivision has been in progress for 
many years. The people themselves, without the sanction of the proprietor, divided their 
lots with married members of their own families, and the lot orginally occupied by one 
family came to be occupied by two or three. This has been one great cause of the progres- 
sive deterioration in the condition of the people. Illicit distillation was much resorted to, 
and the small oats generally cultivated were made profitable by converting them into whisky. 
The barley was mostly sent to the mill. This application of the oat crop, though it no 
doubt tended to demoralise the people, increased nevertheless their pecuniary resources. 
At that time, the average amount of stock on the original lots would be from six to twelve 
head of ar cattle, cows and followers, about a score of sheep, and two or three ponies. 


Arrennix (A. ) 


‘Examinations. 
Lawn, Hanass, Lone 


IsuanD, Barra. 
Minute of Parochial 


Board of Barvas. 
28 March 1851. 


D. Morrison. 


Rev. W. M‘Rae. 
31 March 1851 


Apprnpix (A.) 


Examinations. 
Lewis, Harars, Lone 
IsLanp, Banka 
Rey. W. M‘Rae. 
31 March 1851. 


D. Morrison and C. 
M‘Ivor. 


Kenneth M‘Ivor. 


Minute of Parochial 
Board of Lochs. 
28 March 1851. 
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In 1813, potatoes were not so extensively or carefully cultivated as they were afterwards, 
and the people were not so dependent upon that crop. Ast that time they also caught con- 
siderable quantities of dog-fish, which they cured for their own use, and from which they 
made a good deal of oil. A few years previous to my arrival here, the rents of lots had 
been largely increased,—probably threefpld,—but the people continued to prosper notwith- 
standing. I would then have felt more secure in lending a lotter L.5, than I should now 
feel in lending him 5s, They had then no other sources of revenue than what they derived 
from the produce of their land and stock, the wages of kelp-making, and a little fishing at 
home. One main source from which they drew money was distillation ; and many paid 
their rents from the profits of this occupation. The cessation of the manufacture of ke 
and whisky, the fall in the price of cattle, and the progressive subdivision of lota (whi 
tended to deteriorate the quality of the stock), had. the effect of depreciating the circum 
stances of the lotters generally, even before the failure of the potatoes in 1846 ; that failure, 
therefore, came upon them when they were already in depressed circumstances. I am of 
opinion, that although the eleemosynary relief given to the people, since the failure of the 
pao has relieved much misery and saved life, it has had a prejudicial effect on ther 

abits of industry and their feelings of self-reliance, and that it has led many to misrepre- 
sent their circumstances with a view to participate in it. I am of opinion, that the smallest 
extent of land which will enable a man permanently to maintain a family, and pay rent 
from the produce of the land alone, is about ten acres of arable, and a corresponding amount 
of hill-grazing—that is, supposing the potatoes continue to fail as they have done since 1846, 
To enable a man to undertake such a croft, and reap his first crop free from debt, would require 
a capital of not less than about L.100. Including the persons in the parish who already 
occupy such lots, there may probably be from twenty to thirty who might, if they were willing 
undertake such a croft. t am of opinion, that with few exceptions, the lotters in this paris 
do not desire lots of greater extent than such as are let at from L.4 to L.5. I have fre 
quently advised them to take ten-acre lots, but they say that they cannot manage such an ex- 
tent of land. I have endeavoured to explain to them the advantage of a regular system of rota- 
tion, which can only be carried out on a croft of considerable extent, but they cannot under- 
stand, or do not appreciate it. Iam of opinion, that capital could not be so expended on 
agricultural improvement in this parish, as to be remunerative to the capitalist, and at 
the same time to provide a permanent subsistence for the whole of the present population. 
I am of opinion, that the population cannot be made self-sustaining, unless a portion of them 
remove elsewhere. When I first knew the people of this parish, they were reluctant to 
send their children to school, and feared that, if they were educated, they might not remain 
at home. I have done all I could to point out to them the advantages of education, and I 
think that now there is not the same reluctance to send their children to school. Inter- 
course with other parts of the country, and the opportunity they have had of observing the 
means of advancement afforded by education, have tended to make them perceive its value. 
I cannot say that the school accommodation in the parish, even after it has been so largely 
augmented by the present proprietor, is sufficient for the wants of the population, but it is 
sufficient for all who desire to attend. I am of opinion, that the moral character and conduct 
of the population in this parish, have deteriorated for some years past. Thefts are more 
common, and illegitimate births greatly more frequent. 


(Signed) WILLIAM M'RAE, 





Bakrvas, Monday, 31st March 1851. 
Donald Morrison, and Colin M'Ivor, Constables of Lower Barvas, stated :— 


That there are forty-two lotters in the township, besides nine upon the new lots, who 
sowed crop last spring. There is one family in the township who have a lot of land, but 
were unable to sow it, and have no stock, neither cattle nor sheep. 





Kenneth M‘Ivor stated :-— 


That he pays L.5 rent; that he has four milk cows, and four young cattle, twelve sheep, 
besides hogs, and one mare in foal, besides a lame horse; that he planted four barrels of 
potatoes, and sowed four barrels of oats, and three barrels of barley; that his return from 
the oats was two and a half seeds, and that from the barley was about four seeds; that 
the potatoes were begun to be eaten in his own house about the 10th of August, and were 
continued to be eaten for seven weeks, leaving about four barrels for seed, of which one 
half is gone; that he sold a cow, for which he got L.3, 12s. Except the person alrealy 
referred to, there is no one in the township who has not one cow at least. That he has 
hitherto this year purchased only about half a boll of meal. The year before last he put 
chased twelve bolls of meal, besides the produce of his land, and last year, not less tha 
nine bolls; that after sowing his crop this year, he will have nothing of the produce of lus 


land remaining ; that this will be about the end of May; that his family consists of nie 
besides himeelf. 





PARISH OF LOCHS. 
At Stornoway, 28th March 1851. 
A special meeting of the Parochial Board of Lochs, called by the Inspector, in terms of 
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s requisition from Sir John M‘Neill, G.C.B., Chairman of the Board of Supervision, was 
held in the Court House at 12 o'clock noon. 

Present, —The Rev. Roderick Reid; J. Munro Mackenzie; Alexander MacLeod ; John 
MacLeod; and George Mackenzie.—J. Munro Mackenzie was elected chairman, pre 
tempore. 

The following Queries, submitted to the parochial board by Sir John M‘Neill, G.C.B., 
ehairman of the Board of Supervision, were resolved to be recorded, together with the 
Answers returned thereto :— 

Q. 1. Are there at this date, in the parish of Lochs, persons, not by the existing law 
entitled to demand relief, who are suffering from want to such an extent as to endanger 
health or life, notwithstanding every effort they can make to obtain the means of subsist- 
ence, and all the aid they are receiving from every quarter or source ? 

A. The reply to this query was unanimously given in the negative. 

Q. 2. Is there good reason to believe that there will be such persons as the season ad- 
vances? and if so, what is the greatest number of persons that will be probably suffering 
from want at any one time before next harvest, notwithstanding every exertion they can 
possibly make to procure the means of subsistence ? 

A. The answer to this query was unanimously in the affirmative, without condescending 
en the number of persons. __ 

Q..3. What measures have been taken by the parochial board of Lochs, or are proposed, 
with a view to provide for such emergency ? 

A. The answer to this query was, that the parochial board of Lochs had permitted the 
inspector to exercise a discretionary power of giving temporary relief to persons really 
destitute, though not legally entitled to demand parochial aid. 

Extracted from the minutes of the parochial board of Lochs, this 28th day of March 
1851, by 


ALLAN ROSS, Jnapector. 





At Srornoway, Friday, 28th March 1851. 
Rev. Roderick Reid, being interrogated, replied :— 


I am minister of the parish of Lochs, and J have been so for about seven years. I am of 
opinion, that the people generally have this year more food of their own than last year, 
their crops having been more productive ; and that although in some cases the failure of the 
potatoes has been complete, the people on the whole have derived more food from them 
than they did last year. Except about half a dozen tacksmen, the whole population of the 
parish consists of crofters. I am not aware that there are any persons, not on the poor roll, 
who have not less or more land. The crofters pay rents varying from L.1 to L.6. Iam of 
Opinion, that, on an average, the produce of the crofts would not maintain a family for more 
than four months. Since the failure of the potatoes, there has been abundance of employ- 
ment provided by the proprietor, and the people have subsisted during the remainder of the 
year on the wages of labour, and the produce of their fishing here and in Caithness. I am 
of opinion, that although the eleemosynary relief afforded to the people relieved much dis- 
tress and saved life, it has had a demoralising effect upon their character. It has tended to 
make them idle, and idle people are apt to get into mischief. It has had the effect of de- 
terring people from accepting work offered them for wages. They preferred the trifling 
work exacted in return for the destitution meal, to the higher wages and more laborious 
work exacted in return for wages. Iam not aware that up to this date any person hag 
suffered in health from want of food; but I apprehend that many will be in want of food 
before next harvest. Free passages to America, for the people and their families, are offered 
to all who are unable to maintain themselves at home; the whole of their arrears of rent to 
be cancelled on their departure; a few have resolved to accept this offer. I am of opinion, 
that the resources of the parish are not sufficient to maintain the whole of the present popu- 
lation, and that capital could not be so employed in the parish as to be profitable to the 
capitalist ; and at the same time to provide permanent subsistence for the whole of the 
present population ; and I am of opinion, that the only permanent remedy for the present 
distress is a reduction in the number of the population. 

(Signed) RODkx. REID. 


At SEEABOST, in the Carloway or Western Distriet of the parish of Lochs, 
Monday, 31st March 1851. 


Malcolm Macdonald, being interrogated, replied :— 


I have a croft of four acres, but J have been in occupation of ten acres of arable land. 
When I had the ten acres I had one cow, three heifers, two horses, and fifteen sheep; but 

was allowed to keep one cow aad seven sheep for every pound of rent, two young beasts 
heing counted equal to one cow. I gave up six of the ten aeres, because I found the croft 
too large for me. To have put on the additional stock I was allowed, would, at present 
pripes, have been unprofitable, and I could not have got the rent, in addition to subsistence, 
out of the produce of the land and stock. If the rent had been reduced to £8, I should 
atill have considered ‘the croft too large for me. In the ten-acre lot I sowed fifteen barrels 


Lewis, age Lone 


Appennix (A.) 


Examinations. 
Lewss, Harris, Lone 
Tstanp, Bagra. 


M. Macdonald. 
31 March 1851. 





Mr K. Roas. 
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of oats, one barrel and a bushel of barley (equal to five bushels), and planted five barrels of 
potatoes. This was in 1849. The oats returned not more than two seeds, and the barley 
six seeds. The return from the potatoes was about twelve barrels. In 1850 I had eight 
acres of the same land. I then sowed seven barrels of oats and four barrels of barley, and 
planted two barrels of potatoes. The return from the seven barrels of oats was from 
eighteen to twenty als ; and from the four barrels of barley, twelve barrels; and from the 
two barrels of potatoes, eight barrels. During these two years I sold no stock, neither old 
nor young ; but one cow died. In 1849 I sold nothing; but in 1850 I sold oata to the 
value of £4, 10s., which was the only produce sold during those two years. The number 
of my stock has not increased. I was £5 or £6 in arrear of rent at Martinmas last. All 
the rest was paid in work, with a horse and cart carrying materials for the proprietor, and 
for the inhabitants of the township. I think I can get on better with the four-acre croft 
than with the ten or eight acres. I can do the land more justice; and, at present prices, I 
can buy meal cheaper than I can grow it on land for which I have to pay rent. If I had 
had the full stock I was allowed on the ten-acre croft, I might have made it answer; but 
otherwise, I obtained from the land nothing saleable that nearly equalled the rent. I had 
not previously occupied land on my own account. The first lot taken in my own name was 
that of ten acres above referred to; but having an interest in my father’s croft, I had some 
stock to enter with. My family consists of my wife, two children, and two servants—a 
man and a woman. Besides my croft, I have a small trade in the township,—in eggs, calf- 
skins, and a little butter; and in return, tobacco, indigo, soap, and molasses. I used to 
bring cotton-goods, such as shirting and chintzes, but the people have not now money to 


buy them. 
(Signed) MALCOLM MACDONALD, 





The following constables in the townships of Carloway district of Lochs, were interrogated 
generally as to the present means and future prospects and intentions of the people, viz. :— 
Angus Smith, North Skeabost ; John Macdonald, North Skeabost ; Duncan M‘Lean, South 
Bragaar ; John Smith, South Bragaar; John Macaulay, South Bragaar; Malcolm M‘Leod, 
South Bragaar ; Murdoch M‘Lean, North Bragaar ; Murdoch Maclvor, Arnold ; John 
Campbell, Keraold Angus Maclvor, South Skeabost ; Kenneth Murray, South Skeabost. 





At CarLoway, Tuesday, lst April 1851. 
Mr Kenneth Foss, being interrogated, replied :— 


I am catechist in the Carloway district of the parish of Lochs, in connection with the 
Free Church, and I have been so for seven years; but I have been a catechist in the parish 
of Lochs for sixteen years. I am of opinion, that the people this year have more food of 
their own than they had last year. I estimate the produce of the last crop as better than 
that of the previous year by about six weeks, or two months’ consumption. ‘The stock al- 
lowed to lotters in this district is one cow and follower, and five sheep, for every pound of 
rent. The rents of the lots range from 30s. to £7. The majority are from 50s. to £4, 10s, 
The poverty of the family, as a general rule, is in proportion to the smallness of the lot. 
The smaller the lot, the poorer the family. The lotters paying under £3, 10s. feel most 
severely the pressure of the times. Of this class there are not many in the district who 
have not been forced to sell a portion of their stock to buy food. Those paying 30s, 
though entitled to the grazing of only one cow, were permitted by their neighbours to graze 
more than one if they could procure them ; and formerly a large proportion of them had in 
fact more cows than one. I am not aware that any of them is at this time without one cow; 
but I am certain that there are many who owe, for food purchased, more than the value of 
the cow, independent of the arrears of rent due by them. Of the lotters paying under 43, 
10s,, including those who pay only 30s., a majority have still some sheep, but there are some 
who have none. The townships in the district of Carloway have recently been re-lotted; 
it therefore happens that the crops which the people are now consuming were grown upoa 
the old lots, and that some, on the re-lotting, have got smaller, and others larger, lots than 
they had before; their gd gee correspond rather with the rents of their former than with 
their present lots. I am of opinion, that about one-fourth of the families in the district are 
now nearly at the end of their store of food, and I fear that of this fourth many may be 
obliged before wast to consume a portion of the corn and potatoes reserved for seed. The 
population of the district may be about a hundred families, of which about forty have one or 
more members engaged in fishing, chiefly in the ling-fishing, and have boats for that pur 

ose ; but the winds have been unusually high during last winter, which is the best season 
fe that fishing. The two boats that have been most successful, have got each abouta 
thousand ling, and from five to six hundred cod. Of the remainder, the average may be 
about five hundred ling, and as many cod. Eight boats, with eight hands each, were et- 
gaged in this fishing. - They sell the fish green to a curer, who pays for ling 6d., and for 
cod 3d., during the winter. The people not engaged in the ling-fishing, being the majority 
of the population, rarely engage in fishing at all, even for their own consumption. Few 
them have any boats. Such as have, occasionally fish for their own use. Unless the potato 
crop should again succeed, I do not see how the present population of the district can sub- 
sist here. The produce of the land, together with that oF the fishing, would, if potatoes 
continue to fail, be insufficient to maintain them. 
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PARISH OF UIG. 
Met in the Court-HovussE at Stornoway, 28th March 1851, at Noon,— 


A Special Meeting of the parochial board of the Parish of Uig, convened by requisition 
from Sir John M‘Neill, G.C.B., chairman of the Board of Supervision, Edinburgh. 
Present,—John Munro Mackenzie, Esq., Mandatory of Sir James Matheson of Lewis, 


Bart.; Rev. David Watson; Malcolm M‘Lean, Carnish; John M‘Rae, Skalescro; and 


Murdoch Macaulay, chairman of the board. 

At the request of Sir John MNeill, Mr John Munro Mackenzie, who was unanimously 
chosen chairman of the meeting of the four parishes of the Island, put the following Queries 
to this board :— 

Q. 1. Are there at this date, in the Parish of Uig, persons, not by the existing law entitled 
to demand relief, who are suffering from want to such an extent as to endanger health or 
life, notwithstanding every effort they can make to obtain the means of subsistence, and all 
the aid they are receiving from any quarter or source ? 

A. This query was unanimously answered in the negative by this board. 

Q. 2. Is there good reason to believe that there will be such persons as the season ad- 
vances ? and if so, what is the greatest number that will probably be suffering from want 
at any time before next harvest, notwithstanding every exertion they can possibly make to 
procure the means of subsistence ? 

A. To this query the board replied (with the exception of the Rev. David Watson, who 
declined to give an opinion on the subject), that they were unanimous in the belief that 
there would be an alarming number of persons so situated, before harvest, in the parish. 
They have reason to dread, when looking to the probable means of employment and re- 
sources of the parish, the depreciation in value of fishing and pastoral produce, that they do not 
take an exaggerated view of the threatened want, when they reply that, in their opinion, at 
least a of the whole population will be in a state of utter destitution during part of 
this period. : 

Q 3. What means have been taken by the parochial board, or are proposed to be taken, 
with a view to provide for such emergency ? 

A. It was stated, in reply to this query, that their inspector has all along been instructed 
to give temporary relief to all parties whom he has good reason to believe are truly destitute, 
though not legally entitled to participate of the poors’ funds—to which regulation they pur- 
pose to adhere. MURDOCH MACAULAY, Chairman. 





Nore of Date of Assessments, Amount, Rate per Pound, Rental on which Assessment was 
levied, Assessment collected, and Arrears of same outstanding, in the Parish of Uig, 
Island of Lewis, 23d April 1851. 













Date of Amount of 


Assessment Arrears 
Assessment. Assessment. Rental, 


per Pound. Collected. Outstanding. 
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£ 3sdi|s d. £ 3s. d. £ xs. d. £ os. d. 
1846-47 185 14 Q 1 6 2,474 210] 174 18 11 10 15 24 
1847-48 185 14 2 1 6 2,474 210{ 17010 14| 15 4 08 
1848-49 185 5 1 1 6 2,468 210; 165 5 4 19 19 8 
1849-50 188 1610; 1 6 2,515 6 O|] 151 7 53) 37 9 43 


KENNETH STEWART. 


Aprenprx (A.) 


Examinations. _ 
Lewis, Harris, Lone 
Istanp, Bapra. 


Minute of Parochial 


Note of Information 
as to Assessment, 
Parish of Vig. 


Note of the Number of Tenants in the Parish of Uig, Island of Lewis, paying Poor Rate Note of Number of 
Assessment for year ending Whitsunday 1851, rated at 1s. 6d. per Pound, on a Rental of Tenants assessed in 


£2392, 9g. 4d. 





Number of | Aggregate Amount of Rent 


Rent Assessed on. Tenants. | payable by each Class. 
£ 3s. d. 
Not paying - “ - £5 337 1,104 9 6 
From £5 and not above - - 10 46 296 910 
10 aie - - 20 1 16 0 O- 
. 20 - - 50 3 95 0 0 
. 50 sive - - 100 6 450 10 90 
£100 and above - = - 3 430 0 0 
Total, - - 396 2,392 9 4 


23d April 1851. KENNETH STEWART. 


the Parish of Uig. . 
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Bey. J. Campbell 
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Rev. D. Watson. 
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At Stosnowax, 27& March 1851. 
Rev. John Campbell, being interrogated, replied :— 


Iam minister of the Free Church congregation of Uig, and have been so since 1846, 
The population of Uig consists chiefly of crofters paying from £2 to £7 rent. The number 
of persons whe have no land from the proprietor 1s very small, but I canwot state the aum- 
ber. Iam of opinion that the poverty of the population is generally in proportion to the 
emallness of their holdings—the smaller the holding the poorer they are. Last year, a 
«change was made in the distribution ef a part ef the laad in Uig—chiefly in two township 
—from which a certain number of crofters were removed to other lands, and the crofts thas 
‘vacated divided amongst those who remained. I am not prepared to atete accurately the 
original number of crofts, or the number ef removale, but 1 will send a note of it. The 
Tesult, however, has been that the crofters who remained, having to pay rent, not only for 
their original possessions, but also for the crofte recently vacated and divided amongst them, 
and not having the means to stock or crop this additional quantity of Jend, are, for the pre- 
-sent at least, in a worse position than they were before. They have not been able to pay 
the additional rent, and the increased size of their holdings bas involyed them in deeper 
arrears. J am quite satisfied that the eleemosynary relief which has been afforded danng 
the last four years, has not only relieved much distress, but has saved jives. I am of opinion, 
however, that.it has not had a beneficial effect upon the habits of the people. Ik has led 
them to relax their own exertions, and to rely too much upon extraneous aid. I om of 
opinion alga, that it led many persons to represent themselves as destitute, with s riew of 
Participating in it, who could have done without it. ‘The people of Vig are particularly 
Kind to one another, and ready to share with their neighbours who ape in want whaterg 
food they may have. Had it not been so, I am of opinion that many would have suffered 
from want this year. I am of opinion, that there are persons in Vig suffering from want tp 
such an extent as to injure their health. I give the names of two persons who are in the 
condition. They have both received temporary relief from the parochial board, and I have 
also given them some relief; but notwithstanding this assistance, ] am of opinion that they 
are still suffering in health from want of feod. They both have small holdings of land. 
One of them has no stock, neither black cattle nor sheep; the other, I believe, bas one cow. 
I am of opinion, that the people of Uig generally are aware that if they are refused relief, 
they have a right to apply to the sheriff; and if any such case had occurred jn whieh the 
poor person did net know how to prosecute his claim, I would consider it my duty to point 
out to him the proper course; but no such case has occurred—the inspector has always 
.attended to the applications ] have made in behalf of poor persons, who were f% objects of 
parochial relief, but it occasionally happens that the supply.of meal in the district from 
which the inspector issues the allowances to the poor, is exhausted, and applicants cannot 
be relieved until itis replenished. Iam aware that poor persons who consider the relief 
given them inadequate, are entitled to apply to the Board of Supervision, and that they can 
do so free of expense; but I was not aware that they were entitled to call ppon the i- 
spector of the parish to furnish them with forms of application, and to fill up those forms. 
I doubt whether the poor persons.themselves are aware of their right to apply to the Board 


of Supervision in such. cases. 
(Signed) JOHN CAMPBELL 





Rev. David ‘Watson, being interrogated, replied :— 


A am minister of the parish of Uig, and I have been so for about five years. I am of 


.opinion, that the people of my parish have more food of their own this year than they had 
last year. Their grain crops were much better—there was a greater breadth of potatoes 


planted than for the last three years, and it would have been still greater but for a deficiency 
of seed. The same is true also of the grain crops. The potatoes also have suceeaded batter 
‘than én former years since the fnilure, and I am of opinion that they bave kept better. I 
‘am of opinion, that if the people were industrious, they would be able to maintaw themselves 
cand. their families, but, from want of industry, they have not actually done so, nor do I ex- 
pect that they will. My impression iis, that the produce of the crofts will suffice, on an 
saverage, to maintain a family for about six months, supposing the petatoes continue to Ia 

as they have done; and | am of opinion that, without employment for wages at home, it 
would be difficult for the erofters te maintain themselves for the ether six months. But, 
with such employment as they have hitherto had provided for them by the proprietor, and 
with the produce of fiahing at home and in Caithness, they might with more industry have 
been in independent and comfortable circumstances. I do not believe ¢hat, up ¢o this date, 
any person in Uig has suffered from want to such an-extent as to endanger life or injure 
health. Iam aware that there is a person of the name of Donald M‘Lean of Carnish, who 
is poor. He voluntarily abandoned his lot there last year, without putting seed into it, au 

resided for some time with an acquaintance in -Carnishadder, who got tired of him—when 
he returned to his lot at Carnish. He has more than once complained to me of destitatia 

and I have as often offered him work at 1s. a-day, which he has not accepted. Iam sti 

ready to employ him at these wages. It is not fourteen days since I renewed this offer. I 
consider it preposterous to represent any able-bodied man in Uig as at this time suffering 
from want, for hitherto there has been abundant employment at wages quite adequate, st 
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present prices, to maintain a family. Last year, I had difficulty ia getting women te work 
for 6d.a day. Iam a native of Croy near Nairn, and I have no hesitation in saying that. 
the people of Uig have no notion of such destitution as I have seen in my native county— 
neither have they any idea of the labour performed habitually in other parts of the country. 
I am of opinion that the eleemosynary relief afforded to the people has had a prejudicial 
effect on their character. I think that it prevented many from going elsewhere to seek for 
employment, and even induced some who were employed here to relinquish their service— 
that it led the people generally to. rely upon extraneous assistance, rather than upon their 
own exertions—and that it induced many to misrepresent their circumstances, with a view 
to participate in it. I, and others, who employed labourers, never had more difficulty in 
obtaining them than when the test work was in progress. The people generally preferred 
the smaller remuneration, with less work, to fair wages for a fair day’s labour. fam not 
prepared to assert that, if no relief had been afforded from the destitution fund, any one 
would have died of starvation. There would, no doubt, have been much suffering, and 
many would have been forced to subsist by labour, for such wages as they could obtain ;. 
but whether they might not now have been in a better condition if no such relief had been 
afforded, is a question admitting of doubt. The people generally are under an impression 
that the proprietor is bound in law to support them, and having previously, while potatoes. 
were successfully cultivated, lived in comparative idleness, they are much dissatisfied with 
the present proprietor, because, since he came into possession, they have been forced, in 
consequence of the potato failure, to work for their subsistence. I am of opinion that, al- 
though the people of Uig may be in want of meal before next harvest, they need never want 
abundance of fresh fish, if they will take the trouble to catch them. 
(Signed). DAVID WATSON. 





At Stornoway, 28th March 1851. 
Reo. Mr Watson, being again interrogated, at his own request, stated :— 


That he found that the name of the person referred to in his previous evidence as Donald 
M‘Lean, ts John M‘Lean, to whom all that he has stated, as applicable to Donald M‘Lean, 


truly applies. : 
P (Initialed) D. W. 





At Stornoway, 28th March 1851. 


Donald M'Lean, being interrogated, stated :— 


That he had a Jot of land at Carnish in Uig, for which he paid £3, 6s. That he has been 
summoned out of his lot—that he is in arrear of rent about £2, 10s., and owes about £10 
or £11 for meal advanced to him by the proprietor—that he has this season been one of a 
crew in a boat engaged in the cod and ling fishing—that, up to this time, the boat has got 
only about 200 ling—that he thinks they have set their lines about ten times—that he is 
one of the two constables of the township of Carnish—that the produce of his croft is about 
exhausted, including what was reserved for seed—that he thinks it may serve his family till 
he return home to-morrow—that he has one cow, one stirk, and two sheep—that there is 
no other person of the same name in Carnish, but that he has a brother there whose name 
is John—that he is not aware that his brother has ever received relief from the inspector of 
poor—that he himself has not received any—that his brother has one cow, but no other 
stock—that his brother has also had a lot, for which he paid £3, 7s., but he has been like- 
Wise summoned out—that he thinks his brother owes about £9 of arrears of rent—that his 
brother’s family consists of his wife and six children, of whom the eldest is between fifteen 
and sixteen—that both he and his brother are offered free passages to America, and intend 
to go, but would rather remain if he could find the means of subsistence here—that his 
brother had no crop on his lot last year—that it was all lea, and that his brother was unwell 
at the time for working it—that he has consequently subsisted on collections of small quan- 
tities of grain from the people of the parish. 





Township of Vottos, Parish of Uc, Lewis, Tuesday, 1st April 1851. 
Donald Maclenan stated :— 


That he occupied a lot of land at a rent of L.5. Sowed three bushels of barley (bere) 
and four bushels of oats, and planted three and a half barrels potatoes. Barley returned 
six seeds; oats six seeds; potatoes lasted till three days before Martinmas. The lots are 
about five acres, but on an average not more than one-half is arable. The produce keeps 
a family about six months. His family consists of nine persons, including himself. There 
are twenty-nine lots in Voltos. Four boats’ crews, of nine men each, fish ling—the fishing 
Is this year better than last year. On his L.5 lot there are three cows, of which two are 
young, and ten sheep. He sold a cow last year for L.2, 28., to pay rent. The whole 
stock of the township is 150 cows and 400 sheep. This is the number for which there is 
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Avrenvix (A.) grazing. There is no one occupying a lot who has not at least one cow, except one widow. 
— e 
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has two stirks. The stock of the township is reduced to little more than one-half the 
number allowed. | 





Township of GNEEP, Parish of Uie, LEwis, Tuesday, 1st April 1851. 
Donald Maclean stated :— 


That he occupies a lot of land at a rent of L.5, 158. Sowed about a barrel (four bushels) 
of barley (bere), and reaped above five barrels; sowed five bushels of oats, and reaped 
about fifteen bushels; planted three barrels of potatoes, and got a return of fifteen barrels, 
There is no one in the township who has not land, except the persons who refused to re- 
move to another township, when the lands were relotted and the lots enlarged. There are 
belonging to Gneep three boats, with nine hands each, at the ling fishing: that is, there are 
seven boats between Voltos and Gneep,—manned partly by hands from each of the townships, 
—of which four belong to people in Voltos, and three to people in Gneep. There are in 
Gneep eighteen lots; all the lotters have seed to sow their lands. 


ScHoo.LHouseE of Ure, LEwis, Wednesday, 2d April 1851. 
In the Township of Carnish, the Constables and other Inhabitants present, stated :— 


That on a L.3 lot the quantity of barley sown was about half a barrel (two bushels) ; of 
oats two-thirds of a barrel; of potatoes planted, for two or three years past, from half a 
barrel to two barrels; last year some had none to plant; this year, all except two have 
more or less; previous to the failure they all planted about three barrels each. Barley gives 
four to five returns; oats about three. The stock for which grazing is allowed, is one cow 
and four sheep for each L.1 of rent. There is none in the township who has not at least 
one cow, three or four persons have only one each. No one has more than the number 
allowed. A few have their full number of sheep, but very few; many have no sheep. 
The utmost that the best of the crofts will do is to feed an average family for six months; 
some will not feed such a family for more than four months; for the rest of the year they 
have subsisted by fishing, and got relief from the committee. The proprietor also gave 
work in draining and trenching on some of their own lots. Only one man engaged in 
this work ; it was on his own lot; another was offered work on his lot, but did not do it. 
That was Maclean, who now complains that he is destitute. He did not sow his lot last 
year. The work offered was upon these two lots only. For the committee meal thes 
worked at roads to the number of from fourteen to twenty. The able-bodied men were 
at that time engaged in the fishing. There were two boats, with nine hands each, and one 
with seven bands. 





SCHOOLHOUSE, Uic, Lewis, Wednesday, 2d April 1851. 
Donald Macdonald, Constable, Mangusta, stated :— 


That in the township of Mangusta there are sixteen heads of families paying rent, and 
four widows and others who have no land, and pay no rent. Two of the lots pay as much 
as L.7 rent; the lowest are at a rent of L.3. ‘ a L.3 lot there is sown half a barrel (two 
bushels) of barley, and about a barrel of oats; one barrel of potatoes planted. On John 
Macleod’s lot, which was mostly ground taken in by himself which had not previously been 
in tillage, the barley gave nine seeds; the oats five; and the potatoes six seeds or returns. 
There was draining and trenching on six or seven lots. At this work they earned, on an 
average, from tenpence to a shilling a-day. The work began in the spring of 1849, but 
was interrupted by the spring culture. It was renewed in winter, and was again inter- 
rupted by the spring culture of 1850; then by fishing at home; then by the Caithness her- 
ring fishing, to which eight or nine persons went; then by the harvest work. In conse 
quence of these interruptions, the work was not quite finished. The elderly men, too old 
for fishing, worked at roads for committee-meal. Their number did not exceed five or six 
men, and twenty women and children. The lotters hitherto have done little this year 10 
preparing their land for seed. A few potatoes have been planted. Some have enough 0 
seed; some have none. Of those who have lots, there is none who has not at least one 
cow, except one widow, who has no beast of any kind. Almost all have a few sheep; there 
may be one person who has as many as two score of sheep. 

In Carnish, forty years ago, there were only thirteen tenants or lotters; a couple of years 
ago, there were twenty-three; there are now eighteen. In Mangusta, forty years ago, there 
were only eight; a couple of years ago, there were eighteen; and now there are fifteen 
Forty years ago the rent of Mangusta was L.40; some years afterwards it was L.100. It 
was then reduced to L..72; and is now L.77. 
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At the Manse of Ute, Wednesday, 2d April 1851. 
Mr John Macdonald, being interrogated, replied :— 


I am ground-officer on the Uig portion of the Lewis, and I have been so for two years. 
I have, however, resided in Uig all my life, and am well acquainted with the condition of 
the people. I am of opinion, that the crops generally this year are more productive than 
last year, and will probably, on an average, maintain the families of the lotters about three 
weeks longer than the crops of last year did. I do not believe that, exclusive of paupers, 
there is any head of a family in the district who does not rent land from the proprietor, un- 
less a few who were offered land in other townships, which they have not occupied. These 
last-mentioned persons were required to remove to other lands when the township was re- 
lotted, with the view to remedy the overcrowding of the population that had gradually ac- 
cumulated during several successive years. The lots rejected by these people had all been 
either wholly or partially tilled. I am of opinion, that the townships in this district, in 
which the people are worst off, are Calernish and Carnish. In the former there are about 
thirty families, in the latter eighteen. Seven families, from each of these townships, have 
determined to emigrate to America. All these are availing themselves of Sir James Mathe- 
son’s offer of assistance to emigrate. The seven lotters emigrating from Carnish owe an 
ageregate arrear, exclusive of the half-year’s rent due last Martinmas, of £112, 17s. 8d., 
and the value of the stock presently possessed by them is £37, 53. In the other townships 
the persons proposing to emigrate are, some of them, in about the same condition as at 
Carnish, and some are a little better. I am of opinion that, the circumstances otherwise 
being the same as regards age and ability of themselves and their families, those who are 
the worst off are not the most disposed to emigrate. Of the more prosperous, a larger pro- 
portion are desirous to emigrate. ‘The more destitute are generally the more ignorant, and 
they dread the dangers and discomforts of the voyage, and fear to trust themselves in a new 
country, and under new circumstances, of which they have no accurate notions. The more 
intelligent have fewer of these apprehensions to deter them from removing. A considerable 
number of emigrants from the Lewis are settled in America, and on the whole they have 
been prosperous. The accounts they write home to their friends here are favourable; but 
this has had little effect in producing a desire to follow their example on the part of their 
friends here. Work was offered to the lotters of several townships in this district, in drain- 
ing and trenching their own lots. I urged the people to engage in this work ; but I do not 
know what the rates were at which they were to be paid. Few of them took advantage of 
this offer, especially at Branish, where the people could hardly be induced to work. This 
offer was made about two years ago last Christmas, when it was withdrawn. A foreman 
was employed by the proprietor to direct these improvements. ‘This was in the western 
district of Uig, including the townships of Branish, Isslavig, Mangusta, Carnish, and Crou- 
lesta. The constables of the five townships were generally diligent at this work, and per- 
haps eight or nine other heads of families, but the great bulk were not so; they preferred 
engaging in fishing. The inhabitants of the eastern district of Uig were offered work on 
roads in their own vicinity, which is still open to them. Such of the people of the eastern 
district as are not fishermen, engaged more readily in work on the roads. They earned, on 
an average, about ls. a-day, the work having been taken on contract by the people them- 
selves. ‘The persons who took these contracts were inhabitants of the townships of Carres- 
hadder, Gaeshadder, Angushadder, Annachlate, Guesla, Garren-na-hein, Calernish, Breisk- 
lidt, Voltos, and Gneep. There were nine principal contractors, some of whom employed 
men at days’ wages, and others employed persons to whom they gave a share of the con- 
tract ; but, besides the contract work, the proprietor gave work on a portion of the line of 
road, under a foreman of his own, at a maximum rate of 1s. a day, to persons who were not 
able to work to the extent required by the contractors, such as elderly men and boys. This 
work of the proprietor’s being open to all, necessarily fixed the minimum rate of wages 
iven by the contractors at 1s. a day for able-bodied men. The number of persons working 
in the gang under the foreman was sometimes as much as forty, and sometimes only two or 
three. It was a condition that, of the money paid on the contracts, one-third should go to 
the payment of rent; and of the days’ wages paid to the gang under the foreman, one-half. 
I found it necessary to be constantly going about amongst the people to get them to go to 
these works in both districts of Uig, except in the townships north of Loch Roag, where 
the people were always ready to work. Last summer, in Little Loch Roag, and about 
Calernish, and Bernera, and Breisklidt, about sixty tons of kelp were manufactured from 
cut weed by about twenty-five families, who earned at the rate of £2 a ton. The people 
were very reluctant to commence kelp-making. None had been manufactured here for 
three years. I am of opinion, that there is a general impression amongst the people that 
they are entitled to maintenance, either from the proprietor, or some other party, if they 
cannot maintain themselves here; and that this impression has been in a great measure 
caused by the relief afforded from the destitution fund. They were under the impression 
that this supply was to be permanent, and they have continued to be so till very lately. 
They are now, I think, beginning to believe that the supply is to cease. I am aware that 
some of the people misrepresented their circumstances for the purpose of receiving a share 
of the meal. I am of opinion, that of the able-bodied men, excepting the fishermen, and the 
inhabitants on the western district of Uig, the great majority preferred working for wages, 
to working for the destitution meal. 


‘ (Signed) JOHN MACDONALD, Ground-Officer. 
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PARISH OF HARRIS. 
At Tarserr, Harris, Thursday, 3d April 1851. 


Q. 1. Are there at this date, in the parish of Harris, persons, not by the existing lw 
entitled to demand relief, who are suffering from want to such an extent as to endanger 
health or life, notwithstanding every effort they can make to obtain the means of subsistenee, 
and all the aid they are receiving from any quarter or source ? 

AA. The board have no reason to belicve that there is any person suffering, as above stated, 
in this parish. 

Q. 2. Is there good reason to believe, that there will be such persons as the season ad- 
vances ? and if so, what is the greatest number of persons tnat will probably be suffering 
from want, at any one time, before next harvest, notwithstanding every exertion they cam 
possibly make to procure the means of subsistence? 

A. The beard are unanimously of opinion, that there will be persons suffering from want 
during the incoming scason, but what the number may be they are not able to condescend 
upon. 

Q. 3. What measures have been taken, or are proposed to be taken, by the parochial 
board, with a view to provide for such emergency ? 

A. The board had, several years ago, instructed their inspector to grant temporary relief, 
in extreme cases, to such as were not entitled by law to receive it ; and he continues to act 
according to these instructions. 





Panisu of Harris, 12th April 1851. 
Assessment of 2s. 6d. in the Pound sterling, on a Rental of £3913, 17s, 











from Whitsunday 1847 to Whitsunday 1848, - LA89 4 64 
Amount collected, - - - - - - 354 15 9 
Arrears outstanding, - 1.134 9 64 
Assessment of 2s. in the Pound sterling, on a Rental of L.3913, 17s., 
from Whitsunday 1848 to Whitsunday 1849, - - L.388 5 44 
Amount collected, - - - - - - 250 13 3 
Arrears outstanding, - L.138 11 10} 
erred 
Assessment of 2s. in the Pound sterling, on a Rental of L.3915, 11s. 6d., 
from Whitsunday 1849 to Whitsunday 1850, ~ - L.391 11 6 
Amount collected, - - - - - - 21116 0 
Arrears outstanding - ~ L.179 15 ¢ 








Assessment of 2s. in the Pound sterling, on a Rental of L.3915, 11s. 6d., 
from Whitsunday 1850 to Whitsunday 1851, = = L.391 11 6 
Amount collected, - - - - - : 971 10 1 


Ee Se 


Arrears outstanding, - : L.120 1 52 
a a el 


Note.—The arrears referred to above are as at this date, in each case.—W. A. C. 


Numser of Tenants Assessed for the Support of the Poor for the current year. 


— 


Rents Assessed on. T Ab of | aL icra 

















| £5 and under, - - - - - - - 247 | £766 0 1 
| Exceeding £5, and not exceeding £10, - 103 667 16 8 
| Excceding £10, and not exceeding £20, - + 24 313 18 0 
Exceeding £20, and not exceeding £50, ~ - 3 86 16 il 
Exceeding £50, and not exceeding £100, -  ~- 5 332 3 4 
| Exceeding £100, - Uh 4 1747 0 0 








| 386 =| £8913. 17. 0 





At Tarnert, 3d April 1851. 


We are of opinion, that although the eleemosynary relief which has been afforded to the 
people during the last four years, has rclieved much distress, and even saved life, it has had 
a prejudicial effect on their character. That it has induced many persons to relax their own 
exertions, and rely on extrancous aid, and to misrepresent their circumstances for the pur- 
pose of participating in it. We are of opinion, that, on an average, the crofts paying L. 
rent and under, do not produce more than sufficient to maintain a family six months, and to 
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put crop in the ground. We are of opinion, the size of croft that will subsist a man and his 
family, and enable him to pay his rent, from the produce of the croft alone, is larger than 
that of any croft in Harris,—the hichest rent of the crofts being about L.14. Of the able- 
bodied men of Harris, about 200 ¢o annually to the Caithness herring fishing, and about 70 
boats, with five hands each, engage, more or lessregularly, in the cod and ling fishing on 
this coast. Nine boats, the property of Mr Watson, and manned by persons employed by 
him, prosecute the cod and ling fishing systematically, and. during the season, are out as 
often as the weather will permit. There are also two boats from Scalpa that prosecute the 
fishing with equal diligence. Mr Watson’s and the Scalpa boats average from two-and-half 
to three tons of fish ; the rest from ten to fifteenewt. Of the crews of the two Scalpa boats, 
only one person is a tenant of land. Thi other boats are manned, with few exceptions, by 
persons not themselves occupying land, though many of them are sons of persons who do. 
There has been, during the winter, with the exception of about six weeks of bad weather, em- 
ployment in road-making for about a hundred men. For the last month, there has also been 
employed at road-making in the south end of the island, and covering land-drift, about thirty-six 
able-bodied persons. The hundred men engaged at the road first mentioned are carning at the 
rate of from 1s. to 1s. 4d. per day. ‘The thirty-six persons engaged m the southern part of 
the island may earn from 10d. to Is. a-day, when they take advantage of the work there 
offered. The work on the sand-banks will soon be finished, and the road at the south end 
is carried on only for the purpose of affording employment to the able-bodied persons who 
are most destitute. A crofter paying L.5 will have about three milk cows, with their fol- 
lowers till a year old, and one heifer, to be brought into stock. He will sow from two to 
three bushels of barley, and from two to four barrels of oats, and plant ten barrels of pota- 
toes, when they have any quantity of seed. The return of the barley is about eight seeds, 
and that from oats about four seeds. ‘lhe oats are partly the small black oat, and partly of 
a better sort. In the spring of 1847, Lady Dunmore, from her private funds, supplied seed 


_ oats, and a considerable ene of seed potatoes, to the tenants. Some have repaid their 


advances, but a greater number have not. Her Ladyship also provided materials for employ- 
ing females in woollen manufactures, partly knitting and partly spmning. For these two 
purposes she expended above L.1800. Nearly L.1200 have also been expended on boats, 
fishing-gear, and the erection of a pier at West Tarbert, for the encouragement of the 
fishery. We are of opinion, that capital could not be expended in this parish on agricultural 
improvement, or otherwise, in such a manner as to make a fair return to the capitalist, and 
at the same time to provide permanent subsistence for the whole of the present population. 
We are of opinion, that the parish of Harris cannot be made self-sustaining, unless a portion 
of the people remove elsewhere. In 1847, on the part of Lady Dunmore, an offer was 
made, to such of the inhabitants of the parish as might desire to emigrate, to cancel their 
arrears of rent; to allow them to sell their stock and crop for their own behoof; to provide 
them with a free passage to North America, and to furnish food for the voyage, to such as 
could not, by the sale of their property, realise sufficient means to procure it. Not one per- 
son took advantage of this offer. In the spring of 1848, it was proposed to twelve families 
to accompany Captain Murray to America, to be settled on the estate of the Honourable 
Charles Murray, in the United States. This offer was open to the whole inhabitants of 
the property, but not one family took advantage of it. The conditions in this case were 
similar to those offered in 1847. Six young men are now about to emicrate to the property 
of Mr Wordsworth, in the state of New York, on a promise that they should there receive 
£2, 10s. a-week of wages, with bed and board. Besides these, one other individual has ex- 
pressed a desire to go, if he is provided with the means; but there Is no reason to believe 
that, if the offer made in 1847 were now renewed, any considerable number of the people 
would desire to take advantage of it—but we cannot say what effect the cessation of relief 
may have on their sentiments in this respect. 
(Signed) RODERICK MACDONALD, Minister. 

J. R. MACDONALD, Factor. 

DONALD M‘RAE, Zucksman. 

JOHN MACDONALD, Zacksman. 

ALEX. M‘RAE, 7Jucksman. 

ROBERT CLARK, Surgeon. 

NORMAN M‘LEOD, Aerchant. 

JOHN M‘LEOD, Ground-Officer. 

JOHN KERR, Jotner and Tenant. 

R. H. WATSON, Lish-curer. 

JOHN TROTTER, Superintendent of Croft Culture. 

ALEX. CAMPBELL, Liyhthouse-Keeper. 





NOTES TAKEN at Srron, Roviti, Harris, Friday, April 4, 1851. 


John Bane M‘Diarmid, \ay preacher of the Free Church, stated :-— 


Appenpix (A.) 





Examinations. 
Lewis, Harris, Lone 
Tstanp, Barna. 





Par. Board of Harris. 
3 April 1851. 


That he has a lot of land, for which he pays a rent of about L.8, 13s., and with dues and John B. M‘Diarmid. 


poor-rates about L.9, 4s.; but he was not quite sure of the amount. Sows from 12 to 15 
pecks of barley (bere) (16 pecks equal to 6 bushels), and from 4 to 5 barrels of oats. Plants 
3 to 4 barrels of potatoes, when he has seed enough. Barley returns from 4 to 5 sceds— 
oats about three seeds. Has grazing for four cows, and followers till a year old, and from 
12 to 20 sheep. 


4 April 1851. 
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Examinations. 
Lewis, Harris, Lone 
Istann, Barra. 


John M'Sween stated :— 


That he pays about L.18 of rent, but not quite sure of the amount. Sows one and a half 


— barrels barley, and six barrels of oats. Plants six barrels of potatoes. Barley, in favourable 


John M‘Sween. — seasons, gives from 8 to 9 seeds—oats from three to four. 


4 April 1851. 
he wished to stoc 


as grazing for eight cows, and 


followers till one year old. Sold no stock last year, having taken an additional croft which 
4 Had previously a L.9 croft. He isa weaver, and makes something by 


his trade. The crop of last year, on the L.18 croft, will serve his family for nine months, 
In a good year it would serve for twelve months. Potatoes were a very bad crop, but the 
land in any other crop would not have given more food. 





Kenneth Macdonald :— 


Kenneth Mac- 
donald. 


and a half seeds. 
months. 


Rent L.6, 16s. Plants four barrela of potatoes. Sows fourteen pecks barley, and four 
barrels oats. Ina pe year, the barley gives four bolls of 16 


ks each—oats about one 


he produce of the croft feeds a family of nine persons for about six 





Note of Accounts of 
Tenants on Estate of 


NOTE of ACCOUNTS of sundry tenants on the estate of Harris. 


Harris. The following information was furnished by Capt. Macdonald, Factor on Harris, in re- 


gard to the rents of certain crofters :— 


Dr Joun Bane M‘Diarmip, Strond. Cr. 


1850. To Balance due from last ac- 
count, LedgerG. - 1.32 0113 
»» Rent of Lot No. 21, due 
Mart. 1850 and Whit. 
1851, - - «= 811 9 
Dues of do., due do., - 0 7 6 


L.41 0 23 


To balance due, - - 35 17 7 


1850. By 3 tons 19 cwt. cut-weed 


kelp, at 42s. per ton, 
L.8, 58.; less for meal, 
L.3,28.44d, - - L5 2 % 


By balance due at Whit. 


1851, bad = ° « mf 7 





L4l 0 3 





Joan M‘Sween, Weaver, Strond. 


To balance due from last ac- 

count, Ledger G. - 1.1011 94 
»» Rent of lots No. 17 and 

18, due Mart. 1850 and 





Whit. 1851, - - I715 6 

5) Dues .of do., due do. do., 10 0 
L.29 7 384 
To balance due, - ° 15 4 14 


By 6 tons 17 cwt. kelp, at 


42s. per ton, L.14, 6s. ; 

less for meal, L.1, 8s. 

7d. - - - L.1217 5 
»5 Sum for meal to M‘Leod 

and Ross, - 016 9 
5) Sum for wedder to master 





of kelp vessel, - = + 09 0 
», Balance due, - - Wb 4h 
L.29 7 3 





JoHN M‘Leayn, Tailor, Strond. 


To balance due from last ac- 
count, Ledger G. - 1.12 18 10 
,, Rent of lot No. 8, due 
Mart. 1850 and Whit. 
1851, - - - 6 17 
Dues of do., due do. do., 010 0 


oF 


93 


L.20 6 4 





To balance due, - - 1l 2 0 


By 5 tons 5 cwt. kelp, at 


42s. per ton, L.11 ; less 








KENNETH M‘Dona.p, Strond. 


To balance due from last ac- 
count, LedgerG., - L.11 2 02 

», Rent of lot No. 1, due 
Mart. 1850 and Whit. 
1851, - - - GC 

4, Duesof do., due do. do., 0 











To balance due, - - 18 5 32 


for meal, L.3, 7s. 2d.,  .7 12 10 

»» Abatement on lot, - 100 
»5 Sum for killing vermin, 01) 6 
» Balancedue, - - 11 2 0 
L.20 6 4 

By balance due, - L18 5 3} 
ene 

Lis 5 3} 
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NOTE of ACCOUNTS of Sundry Tenants on the Estate of Harris. 


G: 


Matcotm Macpona.p, Sen., Ode. 


. To balance from last account, 
Ledger 


L.12 0 9 


», Rent of lot No. 5, due 
Mart. 1850 and Whit. 


1851 


due do. do. 


»» Dues of do., 


To balance due, 


“No 
oo 





L.17 14 6 





L13 0 4} 


1850. By 1 ton 1 cwt. cut-weed 


kelp, at 42s. per ton, 
L.2, 43. ; less for meal, 
L.1, 19s. 104d, —- 


» 5 ewt. kelp, 


Cr. 


Lo 4 14 
010 0O 


», Amount sustained by fac- 
tor for meal to sundry 


labourers, 


,, Cash per John 


shepherd, 
», Balance due, 


JoHN M‘Kay, Obe. 


To rent of lot No. 4, due Mart. 


1850 and Whit. 1851, 
5, Dues of do., due do. do. 


To balance due, 


L413 9 
0 7 6 





L5 1 3 
L.0 2 64 


M‘Donald, 





3. (0 


1 0 


0 
0 
13.0 43 


oe 


By balance from last account, 


Ledger G, 


y 1 ton 19 ewt. 2 qrs. kelp, 


L.0 16 9} 


at 42s. per ton, L.4, 18. ; 


less formeal,L.2,148.1d., 1 


” Cash, s 
»» Balance due, 


JOHN CAMPBELL, Rusigary Berneray. 
By 3 tons 17 cwt. cut-weed 
kelp, at 42s. per ton, 


G., - 


To balance due from last ac- 
count, Ledger 


,, Rentoflot No. 8,due Mart. 


1850 and Whit. 1851, 


» Dues of do., due do. do. 


_ To balance due, 


L.19 13 11} 
7 0 0 
014 3 


L.27 8 2} 
aaa 


1.21 4 5} 


L.8 ; less for m 


9s. 3d. 


ea), L.3, 


6 1] 
215 0 
0 2 6 





L5 1 3 


OY 


9 


» llewt. Braggar do., at 63s. 


per ton, 
», Balance due, 


Nei, M‘Le.uan, Rusigary. 


To balance due from last ac- 
count, Ledger G., - 
», Rent of lot No. 3, due Mart. 


1850 and Whit. 1851, 
,, Dues of do., due do. do., - 


L.19 15 104 


4 0 0 
012 90 


L.24 7 10} 





To balance due as per contra, L.15 14 84 


John Robertson Macdonald, Esq., being interrogated, replied :— 


113 0 


21 4 5} 
L.27 8 2} 


we ee rr 





By 4 tons 13 cwt. 1 qr. cut- 
weed kelp, L.9, 148. 6d.; 
less for meal, L.2, 14s. 


4d,  - 


L.7 0 2 


», 8ewt. 3 qrs. Braggar kelp, 
at 63s. per ton, 


», Balance due, 





At Ropi1, Harris, 4th April 1851. 


113 0 
15 14 8} 
L.24 7 10} 


ee 





I am factor on the Harris estate of Lord Dunmore, and I have been so for nearly eight 


years—since 1844. Sixty-four crofters have been removed from the lands they had pre- 


viously occupied, with a view to improve their own condit 
maining in the farms from which they were removed. At Whitsunday 1848 forty crofters 
were removed from the island of Bernera, then occupied by eighty-one, and the lands thus 


ion and that of the crofters re- 


vacated divided amongst the forty-one who remained. Those who were removed, with two 


or three exceptions, 


or were placed in crofts open lands previously occupied by tacksmen. 
Six of the number who, with one exception, ha 
were settled in the Borves, on crofts of ten acres of arable, and hill-grazing for four milk cows, 


occupied crofts of about five acres in Bernera, 


and followers till two years old, with forty sheep and a horse—about double the amount 
of stock which, with one exception, they had in Bernera. The exceptional case referred 
to, was that of a man who had a ten-acre croft in Bernera, with an amount of black cattle 


stock equal to that for which he got grazing in the Borves, but who had no sheep. They 
are all in arrear of rent, and, on an average, for upwards of two years. These six tenants 


Aprenpix (A.) 


anne anal 


Examinations. 
Lewis, Harris, Lone 
Jstanp, BarRa. 


Note of Accounts of 
Tenants on Estate 
of Harris. 


J. R. Macdonald. 
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Arpennix (A.) — were selected as the best in Bernera in respect to their circumstances. I attribute their 
want of success to the depreciation in the price of black cattle, and to their not having had 
sufficient capital to put upon their lands a full stock when they entered. Their stipulated 
rent in the Borves is on an average L.12. Of the forty-one who remained with enlarged 
es crofts in Bernera, the whole are now largely in arrears, and have increased their arrears 
MrJ.R. Macdonald. since their holdings were enlarged. I attribute their want of success to the same causes 
4 April 1851. as that of the people removed to the Borves. The result of this attempt to improve the 
condition of these crofters, by enlarging their crofts, while it has failed to accomplish that 

object, has at the same time entailed a considerable pecuniary loss on the proprietor. | 

am quite satisfied, from experience, that it is impossible to improve the condition of crofters 

generally by enlarging their holdings, unless they have capital enough to put the full stock 

upon their lands when they enter on their occupancy. About thirty of the persons removed 

from Bernera had fallen so much into arrear as to be unable to continue in the occupation 

of their crofts there. These were settled upon fishing crofts of about two acres of arable, 

and grazing for one or two cows, and a few froin four to six sheep, and charged with rents 

of from L.1 to L.2. A considerable number of them had boats, and some had fishing-gear, 

Some were supplied with gear by the relief committee; but I am not prepared to say 

that they were all adequately provided with the means of prosecuting the cod and ling 

fishing, though many of them were; all of them are now in arrear with their rents for the 

fishing crofts. Not one of them, since entering on the fishing croft, has paid an amount 

equal to hisrent. The attempt to improve the condition of these men, who had previously 

been unsuccessful as agricultural crofters, by placing them in a position favourable for fish- 

ing, has also failed, and this experiment also has entailed a considerable pecuniary loss upon 

the proprietor, who is not now receiving from these fishermen one-fourth of the rent he 

formerly received from tacksmen for the same lands. I therefore state confidently, that in 

Harris, the proprietor cannot convert lanls held by a tacksman into small holdings, either 

for the purposes of agriculture or fishing, without a great pecuniary sacrifice, and that this 

will continue to be the case unless potatoes should again be successfully cultivated. I can- 

not estimate the loss that would be entailed on the proprietor by such a change at less than 

two-thirds of the rental paid by the tacksmen. The results of the experiments that have 

been made on this property would in every case fully bear out this estimate. It is my con- 

scientious belief, and firm conviction, that if this property were all divided into small hold- 

ings amongst the present occupants of land, the result would be, that in a few years the 

rent recoverable would not be sufficient to pay the public burthens on the property, if the 

potatoes continue to fail, and the price of black cattle does not materia]ly improve. Besides 

the occupants of land, there are on the property about 250 families of cottars, who hold no 

land from the proprietor. This is the portion of the population that I consider worst off. 

Many of them are persons who formerly occupied crofts, and who, from being unable to 

pay their rents, were obliged to relinquish their lands. Some of these go to the Caithness 

shing; but neither they nor any other class of the inhabitants of Harris leave the country 

to seek for any other employment. A few, however, have gone as far as Stornoway to get 


work. 
(Signed) J. R. MACDONALD. 


Examinations. 
Lewis, Harris, Lone 
IsLanp, Barna. 





PARISIT OF NORTH UIST. 


QUERIES by Sir Joun M‘NEIL1, chairman to the Board of Supervision, Edinburgh, to 
the Parochial Board of North Uist, on the 7th day of April 1851 years. 


Minute of Parochial Q.1. Are there at this date, in the parish of North Uist, persons, not by the existing 
Board of North law entitled to demand relief, who are suffering from want to such an extent as to endanger 
Uist. health or life, notwithstanding every effort they can make to obtain the means of subsist- 
7 April 1851. ence, and all the aid they are receiving from any quarter or source ? 

A. The parochial board of North Uist have reason to believe that there are no persons 
in the state described up to this date. 

Q. 2. Is there good reason to believe that thero will be such persons as the season ad- 
vances ? and if so, what is the greatest nuinber of persons that will probably be sutlering 
from want at any one time before next harvest, notwithstanding every exertion they can 
possibly make to procure the means of subsistence ? 

A. The board are of opinion that there will be such persons before the next harvest, but 
the number cannot at present be distinctly stated, even by approximation. 

Q. 3. What measures have been taken, or are likely to be taken, by the parochial board, 
with a view to provide for such an emergency ? 

A. The inspector is directed to inquire rigidly into every case which may be represented 
to hiin in the circumstances stated ; to relieve such person or persons, and, as early as con- 
venient, to call a meeting of the parochial board, to submit to their consideration and ap- 


proval his actings in this matter. 
(Signed) FINLAY M‘RAE, Chairman. 





ANSWERS to Sir Jonn M‘NEILi’s Queries relative to North Uist Parochial Board, 
11th April 1851. 


Answers to Queries, I. From September 1845, when the parochial board was appointed, a voluntary contn- 


Parochial Board 0 
North Uist. 


EOE. Ge Os 
thoy, 
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bution was agreed on, and the rate was ninepence in the pound on the proprietor, and nine- Arrewpix (A.) 
pence in the pound on the tenants. Examinati 

A legal assessment was imposed on the 25th September 1849, at ninepence in the pound, Poe aan ake 
to be charged from the preceding Whitsunday, being the term at which the voluntary con- — Iguanp, Banna. 
tribution terminated, and was paid up to that date. — 

2. At Whitsunday 1850, the arrears amounted to £2, 6s.; from Whitsunday 1850 to Answers to Queries, 
Whitsunday 1851, the assessment was continucd the same, of which, at this date, £198, 2s. 3d. eterna OF 
is collected. caret 

3. Rental of North Uist from Whitsunday 1849 to Whitsunday 1850, £3327, 3s. 44d. ; se ae 

amount of assessment, £281, 3s. 6d. In consequence of the Sollas district being vacant, 
Lord Macdonald was not charged with the assessment of that place till his commissioner 
came to the country after the annual return was sent to the Board of Supervision; hence 
arises the difference of £13, 7s. 5d., which Myr Cooper paid for the Sollas district. 

4. Number of tenants in North Uist, with the aggregate amount of rental paid by each 


class,— 











No. of Aggregate Amount 


Rents Assessed on. Tenants. of Rent. 





Not exceeding £5, -  - - - - = £559 16 1 

Exceeding £5, and not exceeding £10, - - 466 6 1} 

Exceeding £10, and not exceeding £20, - = 234.17 2 

Exceeding £20,.and not exceeding £50, - 348 9 O 

Exceeding £50, and not exceeding £100, - ~— - 2 147 0 O 

Exceeding £100, and not exceeding £606, 5s. — - 5 1571 5 0 

£3327 13 44 

; J. MACDONALD, Collector, and Inspector of Poor. 





At Locumappy, Monday, Tth April 1851. 


Weare of opinion, that the eleemosynary relief afforded to the people during the last four Parochial Board of 
years has had the effect of inducing them to rely more on extraneous aid, and less on their —_—__ North Uist. 
own exertions, under the impression that the supply was to be permanent—and that it in- Ca pEy Aso: 
duced many persons to misrepresent their circumstances, with a view of participating in it ; 
but we are of opinion that it relieved much misery, and saved life. We are of opinion, that 
the produce of the £3 croft in North Uist will, on an average, give food for a family of five 
persons for about five months, but not more. On sucha croft in moss land, from four to 
five barrels of potatocs would be planted, about six pecks of barley, and from one and a half 
to two barrels of oats sown. Such a croft would have grazing for two milk cows with their 
followers till year-olds, one horse, and eight or ten sheep. In the light soil, the quantities 
would be about two barrels of potatoes, from three to four bushels of bere, and about two 
barrels of oats, with the same stock. This has reference to the time since the potato failure. 
On a croft of £5 rent, on the light soil, where they are all situated, about three barrels of 
potatoes would be planted, and four bushels of bere, and from two to three barrels of oats 
sown. The stock on such a croft would be three milk cows, with followers till a year old, 
two horses, and eight or ten sheep. In some cases the stock is more, in some less, than 
above stated, depending on the value of the arable land. We are of opinion, that the smallest 
size of croft that will enable a man to maintain his family, and pay rent proportioned to 
that which a tacksman would give for the same land, is such a croft as is now let in North 
Uist for £15, on an average; and that, to enable a man to take such a croft, and reap his 
first crop free from debt, would require a capital of not less than £150. 

Mr Macdonald stated that he had Jately taken possession of a £12 croft at Hosta, and 
that, putting a fair value on the stock he carried there, his expenditure, before he reaped 
the first crop he sowed, was £141. 

We are of opinion, that of the persons not now occupying land, there are none in the 
parish possessed of such an amount of capital, and of those paying £5 and under, we know 
of only one. We are decidedly of opinion that it is impossible, by any remunerative ap- 
plication of capital to the improvement of Jand in North Uist, to provide permanent sub- 
sistence for the whole of the present population. We are of opinion, that the population of 
the Island cannot be made eclf-sustaining, unless a portion of them remove elsewhere. We 
have reason to believe that a considerable number of the inhabitants would be desirous to 
emigrate to the North American colonies, if they could be provided with the means. 

(Signed) FINLAY M‘RAE, Minister of North Vist. 
JAMES T. MACDONALD, Tacksman, Balranald. 
WILLIAM M‘NEILL, Tacksman. 
DONALD ARBUCKLE, Tacksman. 
RODERICK MACDONALD, Tenant, Hosta. 
JONIN MAULAY, Carrinish. 
DONALD M‘LEAN, Assembly Teacher. 
JOHN M‘LEAN, Zacksman. 
J. MACDONALD, Surgeon. 
DUNCAN MNEEF, Procurator-Fiscal. 


Arrenpix (A.) 
Examinations. 
Lewis, Harris, Lone 
Isuanv, Barra. 





Mr Charles Shaw. 
5 April 1851. 
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At Locumappy, Saturday, 5th April 1851. 
Charles Shaw, Esq., being interrogated, replied :— 


I am sheriff-substitute of the Long Island district of Inverness, and I have been s0 for 
nearly ten years. I have resided in the district during the greater part of my life. I have 
had much intercourse with the people, and am well acquainted with their condition. I am 
of opinion that, comparing this year with last, the pcople have less food of their own in 
Barra, South Uist, and some of the eastern parts of Harris—that in North Uist they have 
at least as much, and also in the remaining parts of Harris. The potato crop in North Uist 
has, I think, been better on the whole this year than in any year since 1846. In the eastern 
parts of Harris it has been worse. As to South Uist and Barra, the information I have 
received on this subject has been contradictory, but, on the whole, my impression is, that 
the potato crop there has neither been much better nor much worse than last year. The 
apprehensions of immediate danger from destitution, which I expressed in the early part of 
the season, in a letter to the sheriff, were founded upon the experience and observation of 


- former years, and a conviction that the means of subsistence did not this year exceed those 


of the preceding year. During the years in which relief was afforded from the destitution 
fund, the inspectors employed by the committee investigated minutely the condition of the 
people, and towards the close of each year were satisfied that the issue of relief was necessary 
to preserve the lives of a part of the population. I did not therefore doubt that, as their 
means of subsistence were not this year ercater than formerly, the same necessity for ex- 
traneous assistance would again occur; and as the relief fund was exhausted, I felt great 
apprehension for the safety of the population ; in Barra especially, where, during the whole 
season, the issue of relief from the committee had never ceased, and where the crops were 
inferior to those of last year, I felt that there was reason to apprehend imminent danger. 
Up to this date, no case of alleged death by starvation has been brought to my notice, ex- 
cept one in Barra, which, on investigation, was not substantiated. Had any such case 
occurred, I am satisfied that it would have been brought to my notice. I am not prepared 
to say, that I know of any case in which persons have suffered in health from want of food; 
that such should have been the case up to this date, is, I confess, to me quite unexpected, 
and a cause of much surprise, notwithstanding that Colonel Gordon has sent two supplies 
of meal to his property, and that the, parochial board of this parish have afforded temporary 
relicf to some persons who were not by law entitled to demand it. The fund subscribed in 
Perth has also afforded employment in this parish to sixty or seventy families—about the 
condition of many of whom I had reason, in September last, to feel great uneasiness; but 
making every allowance for these means of subsistence, on which I could not then calculate, 
as well as for the charitable assistance which haa been 80 largely dispensed to them by their 
neighbours, it is to me a cause of the greatest surprise and satisfaction that, hitherto, the 
population has been able, in some manner for which I cannot account, to procure food enough 
to sustain them. I am of opinion, that the relief afforded from the destitution fund to the 
population of this district, was the means of relieving much misery, and of saving life; but I 
cannot say that it has had a beneficial effect on the character or habits of the people. At 
the same time, J am not prepared to say that it has taught them to rely upon the aid of 
others, rather than upon their own exertions; for, from time immemorial, up to a date very 
recently preceding the failure of the potato crop, they had at all times been accustomed, in 
every season of distress, and on every occasion of difficulty, to rely upon the assistance of 
the proprietor, or of his representative resident here; and when they relied on the aid of 
the committee, it was but a change of parties, without a change of feeling, so far as self- 
reliance is concerned ; and although they have been informed that the relief fund is now 
exhausted, they cannot divest themselves of the belief that they are entitled to, or will re 
ceive, assistance from some quarter or source. In short, they have not yet learned to rely 
upon themselves. For six years and a half I was occupied in the management of property 
in Barra, North and South Uist, Harris, and Skye—-I have therefore had occasion to give 
some attention to the subject. I believe that in North Uist none of the crofters are able to 
maintain their familics and pay their rents from the produce of their crofts, except the five 
crofters of Hosta, who pay rents of £12, and a few isolated cases in the district of Pabble, 
of persons paying about £6 rent, who have small families. There is also one case that 
occurs to me of a crofter in Pabble paying about £10 rent, who has a capital of about £200 
in bank, and who maintains his family and pays his rent from the produce of the croft. | 
am decidedly of opinion, that the smallest size of croft that will enable crofters to maintam 
their families, and pay rent from the produce of the croft alone, is such a croft as is now let 
in North Uist for from £10 to £12,—that is, supposing the potatocs continue to fail. Jam 
of opinion, that the great majority of the crofters of North Uist—excluding the Sollas people, 
who are in a different position—will this ycar be able to sow their lands and to maintam 
themselves till their seed is in the ground; but that there will be some who will not have 
seed sufficient to sow their lands. I estimate the number of cottars and their families who 
do not hold land of the proprietor, at nearly one-third of the whole population of North 
Uist. These persons are permitted by the crofters or tacksman, on whose lands they reside, 
to cultivate for themselves small patches of ground, in which they sometimes plant potatoes, 
sometimes bere. The whole body of these persons was regularly received on the relief lists 
of the destitution committee, about the end of each year, and continued until the 30th of 
September. This year they presented themselves in considerable numbers, asking for relief 
at the usual time, and represented themselves as in absolute want. A few of them have 
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received temporary relief from the parochial board, but I am quite unable to explain by 
what means they have continued to subsist. They do not often fish, but they collect shell- 
fish. Still it is a mystery to me how they contrive to live, and I have been unable to ob- 
tain, even from their neighbours, any satisfactory explanation. I have reason to believe 
that the inhabitants of this district are aware of their right to parochial relief, if they are fit 
objects, and that, if refused by the parochial board, they are entitled to apply tome. When 
the law first came into operation, they were not acquainted with their right to relief, or the 
means of prosecuting their claims, but I considered it my duty to inform them of the law in 
respect of these matters, and I think they are now disposed to entertain exaggerated notions 
of the extent and nature of their rights. A considerable number of the persons who have 
applied to me, after being refused relief by the parochial board, have been able-bodied men. 
A considerable number of persons have also applied to me, complaining of inadequate relief, 
and I have in every instance explained to them that, in such cases, their proper course was 
to apply to the Board of Supervision. Other persons, I believe, have also taken pains to 
point out to them their right to apply to that Board, but I am unable to state whether or 
not the inhabitants of all the parishes in the district are acquainted with their right to apply 
to the Board of Supervision in such cases. It is my impression that the amount of crime 
brought officially under my cognisance has not, upon the whole, increased to any remarkable 
extent during the last few years; but that, while crimes against the person have diminished, 
crimes against property have increased. I will, however, obtain a return from the procura- 
tor-fiscal, which will show more accurately than I can state from memory, the amount of 
crime in each year since 1842. I am of opinion, that in this district, the lands now held by 
tacksmen could not be converted into small holdings, except at a loss to the proprietor. On 
the other hand, the lands in North Uist which have been converted from small holdings 
into prazings, have in no case been let at a reduced rent, but in almost every case at an ad- 
vanced rent, during the last twenty years—and the same is true of farms on Lord Mac- 
donald’s estate in Skye, and let by me while I had the management of that property about 
the year 1840. These farms in Skye were vacated in consequence of extensive voluntary 
emigration. The rents of the tacksmen of North Uist have, in every instance, been collected 
at less cost, and much better paid, than those of the small tenants—a great part of whose 
rent was paid in labour, and who were often deep in arrear. 


(Signed) C. SHAW. 


Extract LETTER from Mr Shaw, transmitting Return of Crime alluded to in his evidence, 
dated Lochmaddy, 10th April 1851. 

“T think there can now be little doubt that a great majority of the destitute portion of 
our population have been, up to this time, chiefly kept in life by the liberality of their neigh- 
bours. On my way from South Uist yesterday, I received information as to this, on which 
{ can thoroughly rely.” 


RETURN of CRIMINAL Cases in Harris, North Uist, Benbecula, South Uist, and Barra, 
from 1842 to 1850, including reported and unreported cases. 








NATURE OF CRIME AND NUMBER OF OFFENDERS OHARGED. 
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QUERIES relative to the present state of the Highlands and Islands,—Parishes of Harris, 
North Uist, South Uist, and Barra,—and ANSWERS thereto, read by Mz Snaw 
to Sir Joun M‘NEILL, on Monday 7th April 1851. 


Q. 1. What is the number of its population ? 

A. About 17,000. 

Q. 2. How long, and in what capacity, have you resided in it, or been acquainted with it? 

A. Ihave resided in the district for many years past, first in Benbecula, and subsequent] 
in North Uist. I assisted my father as factor of Harris, from Whitsunday 1834 to Whit- 
sunday 1838; as factor of North Uist for several years, having the chief management of it 
from Whitsunday 1835 to Whitsunday 1838; and as factor of the greater part of South 
Uist for many years. I was factor of Barra from Martinmas 1836 to Whitsunday 1838, 
and I have been sheriff-substitute of the whole district since November 184i. 

Q. 3. Does destitution prevail? How long has it prevailed ? And what proportion of 
the population may be in a suffering condition from that cause ? 

A. Destitution does prevail, and has done go since the failure of the potato crop-in 1846, 
and occasionally in former years. At one time, within my recollection, meal was imported 
almost annually by the proprietors, in consequence of the scarcity of food within the 
district. The proportion of the population suffering at present is different in each parish 
and locality, but I cannot venture to say what exact proportion the destitute bear to the 
rest of the population. Destitution is daily increasing. The immediate cause of the 
scarcity of food is the failure of the potato crop. 

Q. 4. Within the last twenty or thirty years (longer or shorter), have any changes beea 
taking place affecting the comfort and prosperity of the working population? and whether 
have these changes, if any, been adverse or favourable to the people? 

A. Yes, and these changes have been generally adverse to the people. 

Q. 5. Will you be so good as describe these changes, if any ? 

A. In all the parishes, the fall in the price of kelp greatly affected the comfort of the 
people, and the suspension of its manufacture has done so to a still greater extent, by 
depriving them of the chief source of remunerative employment. The fall in the value 
forced the proprietors to reduce the manufacturing price, and this rendered it more difficult 
for the people to pay their rents, and the proprietors less able to import meal for the use of 
the people, as was formerly done. At one time, in the south end of South Uist, and in 
Barra, the proprictors had the fishing in their own hands—that is, they took the fish from 
the people, paid them for it in rent of lands, fishing materials, meal, and cash. This mode 
of management was not free from faults; but, when the proprietors gave it up, and left the 
people to dispose of the fish as they chose, they, I am informed, disposed of the proceeds 
for the most part in whisky, tobacco, and other follies, and it is a fact that many of them 
ran out of boats and materials, and were ultimately reduced to poverty. 

The conversion of crofters’ farms into grazings in Harris, many years ago, before the 
estate came into the Dunmore family, without providing for the people removed from these 
farms in any other way than by giving them portions of the land occupied by other crofters— 
the same system followed recently in South Uist and Barra, with the addition of locating 
the ejected tenants on barren moss crofts—has also affected the circumstances of the people. 

Q. 6. What do you consider to be the industrial resources of the district? and will you 
have the goodness to name them ? 

A. The sree in South Uist, Barra, and Harris, I consider the most -profitable source'of 
industry for the labouring classes; but, never having taken an active part in its development, 
I am not able to state with confidence to what extent it might be carried on. The kelp 
manufacture—which was so long the principal, and a very profitable, occupation of the 
inhabitants—ought not to be passed over unnoticed, though it is to be feared it is now of 
little value. 

Q. 7. Has any system been in operation daring the last fifty years, or at any former or 
later period, calculated to develop these resources ? 

A. The fishing was at one time carried on with much spirit in South Uist and Barta 
The kelp manufacture everywhere. 

Q. 8. What do you consider to be the most profitable occupancy of land in the district 
store-furming, or tillage ? 

A; Store-farming, very decidedly. 

Q. 9. Will you have the goodness to state the grounds of your opinion ott this point? 

A. The inferior and unprotluctive nature of the soil, combming with the wet and bdister- 
ous climate, to render the crops 'precarions, and in all seasons light in weight, and inferior 
in quality, even on the best soils, and under the most approved systems of management. 

Q. 10. What is the comparative extent of land occupied as grazings, or for store-farming, 
and by smaller farms or crofts ? 

A. In all the parishes, but particularly in Tarris and Barra, by far the largest portion of 
the land is in grazing farns; and, though several of the ta¢ksmen or graziers raise large 
crops, the tillage is entirely subservient to the grazing principle, and only for the purpose of 
providing fodder for their cattle. Few of them would raise a crop for food, it being thought 
cheaper to buy. I cannot state the relative proportion in acres. 

Q. 11. Has the rental increased in proportion as preference has been given to store- 
farming or grazing, in extensive holdings, over tillage; or occupancy by a labouring 
tenantry in smaller farms or crofts ? 

A. In Harris no changes from small crofts to grazing took place while I was connected 
with its management. A few have taken place since; and, though the rental may have 
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fallen a little nominally, the actual returns have increased, because the crofters, in those 
Juces in which the changes were made, paid no money rent. They only gave work at 
both manufacture, and this kelp did not bring, at market, the manufacturing price and 
charges. Besides this, the proprietor was under the necessity of importing meal annually, 
to enable them to de the work, so that the land, for some years, was a.source of no income 
to him at all. 

In North Uist a considerable extent of land has been converted from crofts into grazings 
since my connectiun with it, the crofters having emigrated, and in no case has there been 
a fall of the nominal rental. On the eontrary, there bhas.been an advance obtyined from 
the graziers over the rents paid by the erofters in almost every case. 

In South Uist no changes of any importance took place during the time I was concerned 
in the management of it. Since then, there have been several, but I cannot say how they 
have affected the nominal rental; but, of course, there must have been a fall, as the crofters’ 
rents in South Uist were high, having been fixed with a view to a high rate of wages as. 
kelpers, rather than to the value ef their land as a grazing. In Barra there has also been 
many changes from crofts to grazings of late. There must have been a fall of nominal 
rent in consequence, as the rents of the crofters there were high, having been also fixed in 
reference to labour at a rate of high wages. I may here mention, that 1 was factor on Lord 
Macdonald’s estate in Skye for 34 years, and that, during that time, in consequence of a 
very extensive emigration that took place, I converted crofters’ farms into grazings, sending 
the crofters-on them to the erofts occupied by the emigrants, and, in every case, I got the 
game rents from the graziers that the crofters paid. 

Q. 12. Are such smaller farms or crofts easily obtained by families of the labouring. 
Class ? 

A. These crofts can only, in general, be obtained where a vacancy occurs by the death 
or bankruptcy of a tenant. 

Q. 13. Wul you have the goodness to state any facts within your knowledge bearing-on 
this point ? 

A. Ever since the kelp: became of little value, the tendency in this district has been to 
put an end to the crofting system, and to convert the farms held by crofters into grazings-— 
the latter mode of occupation being thought the most profitable for the proprietor, and the 
crofting system, as in operation in the district, being thought also unprofitable to the crofter, 
and, in fact, not fit to provide him with asufficiency of food. In this view, I entirely.concur. 
I am of opinion, that the crofters, in general, cannot subsist on their present holdings, much 
less pay rent. Moss-crofts have been given to crofters at nominal rents; but, in place of 
bettering their condition, these crofters have beea the most wretched in the district, and 
have been the first to run out of food every year, since the potato failure. Even supposing 
the potato failure had not taken place, they would have been subsisting on a soft watery 
potato, altogether unfit for human food. One proprietor in the district tried a different 
system,—it is believed with the view of extending it, if it succeeded. He relet to crofters 
a farm which had not long before been converted into a grazing. The rent fixed was 
moderate, the crofts were large, and rented at upwards of £12. The best tenants in the 
parish who would accept of these crofts were selected, and a practical agriculturist was 
appointed to superintend their tillage, and leases were, 1 believe, promised them. They 
have now been nearly three years in possession, and they have not yet paid one year’s rent 
in cash, have not raised one year’s food in any year, and their whole stock would not pay- 
their arrears of rent. 

Another system, on the same principle, was tried on the same estate. The half of the 
tenants on two farms were removed to another part of the estate, the more wealthy half 
heing retained, and thus the holdings of those who remained were doubled, and the rent 
was reduced nearly 20 per cent. The-result has been about the same as in the other case. 
In short, I am very clearly of opinion, that it is only in a few favoured localities, that 
small crofters will be able to subsist on the produce of the soil and pay the rent. 

Q. 14. If the natural industrial resources of the district be not open to the bulk of the 
population, what do you consider to be the hinderances ? 

A. By the natural industrial resources of the soil, I presume is meant the soil or farm,— 
or, In other words, the question may perhaps be put, If it be not in the power of all to get 
crofts, what is the hinderance? I know of no hinderance to the extension of this system, 
after the termination of the leases of the present graziers or tacksmen ; but the fact, that it 
cannot be «lone so as to support the people and pay the proprietors. I believe the proprietors, 
80 far as 1 know their sentiments, are most willing to support and keep the whole of the 


- present population on their estates if it can be done profitably,—that is, to their mutual ad- 


vantage; and it is only the conviction that this cannot be done that leads them to adopt 
another course. I believe many proprietors would sacrifice their own interests to a consi- 
derable extent, if they could thereby secure the comfort of the crofters; but here, as in al- 
most every other instance, their interests go hand in hand, and if a system is not profitable 
to the proprietor, it will not be so to the tenant. I believe there is a most erroneous im- 
pression in many quarters as to the anxiety of proprietors to get rid of the poor crofters at 
all hazards. In regard to some of the largest proprietors, and their factors, who have fal- 
lowed what is called an exterminating course, I know this opinion to be most erroneous and 
unfounded, and that they have only been led to adopt such a line of management after much 
anxiqus consideration, and by the settled conviction that the well-being of all parties, that. 
of the crofters themselves, as well as that of the proprietors, demand it; and. that.a can- 
tinuance of the present state of matters, or any, extension of it, will only lead to the ruin of 
crofters and proprietors. | 4 
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Q. 15. Will you have the goodness to state the grounds of your opinion on this point? 
and are there facts within your knowledge relative to any other portion of the Highlands or 
Islands, of similar capabilities, to confirm your opinion? 

A. I refer to the two preceding answers. 

Q. 16. What may be the extent of land in the district ? or what proportion once under, 
and now out of, culture ? 

A. I cannot tell. 

Q. 17. Has such land deteriorated in value by being out of culture, or the contrary ? and 
how far may either tendency affect rental prospectively ? 

A. Judging of the value of land by the rent it brings, I do not think land so situated 
has decreased in value in this district ; nor am I of opinion that its continuance out of cul- 
ture will affect the rental prospectively. 

Q. 18. Will you have the goodness to state the grounds of your opinion on this point, 
and state any facts within your knowledge confirming your opinion? 

A. I have never seen the rental of land once cultivated, and afterwards converted into 
grazings, fall after being sometime occupied as a grazing; but I have known the rental of 


. such land increase. In particular, I know of one farm in North Uist, which was once oceu- 


pied by small tenants at I think £46, and it did not keep them in food for nine months in 
the year. Twenty years ago the proprietor paid the whole expense of the tenants emigrat. 
ing. It was Ict as a grazing next term, at £52, 10s. The rental is now £80. In Skye] 
renewed the leases of several extensive Bang farms, the whole or part of which had for- 
merly been held by crofters, and these renewals were never at a lower, but almost always 
at an advance of rent. 

Q. 19. Has any extent of waste land been reclaimed, by working tenants or crofters, 
within the last thirty years, or more recently? and if so, what is the comparative value of 
it now, previously, and prospectively ? 

A. In Benbecula, South Uist, and North Uist, land in the moor, attached to some good 
arable croft farms, has been brought into cultivation by the tenants of these farms reclain- 
ing a small portion each year. I cannot state the advance in value per acre, but I do not 
think the value has been very greatly increased. It produced a soft, spongy potato, and 
poor grain, when there is grain, for it often does not fill. Its chief value is in its affording 
food for cattle and horses, and improved pasture, which 1s of importance to the farms on 
which the operations have been carried on. There has also a little been done in the way of 
reclaiming moss, by crofters being placed on moor at nominal rents, for the purpose of 
bringing the moss into cultivation. ‘The result, so far, has been most disastrous to the poor 
crofters, as they are the most destitute class in the district, and all they have done to the 
land in the way of improvement is of little value. I cannot put a price upon it now, or 
prospectively. 

Q. 20. From your personal knowledge of any other districts of the Highlands or Ielands, 
will you have the goodness to name any that you consider to be equally capable of being 
reclaimed and improved profitably to proprietors and occupiers of the soil, as those that 
have already been so? 

A. I am not personally acquainted with any part of the Highlands or Islands that I con- 
sider capable of being reclaimed profitably upon any system. I believe there are many 
places where land, now in cultivation, might be improved by draining, so as to make a fair 
return for the expense of drainage. 

Q. 21. Have the goodness to state the grounds of your opinion on this point? 

A. The system I have referred to under the first part of Answer 19, is, in my opinion, the 
best and only way in which moss-land can, in these islands, be reclaimed without loss. It 
is slow in its operation in every way, and should, in my opinion, be carried on more witha 
view to increase the quantity of fodder, pasture, and food for cattle, than of human food, 
for which it is manifestly unfit. As a mode of improving pasture, &c., it is well worth the - 
attention of crofters who have good arable crofts, and a large supply of sea-ware. They 
can, at a trifling expense of time, bring in a small quantity of moor every year. To locate 
crofters on moss crofts, for the purpose of reclaiming the moss, is only to starve the occu- 
pants so located, unless they are paid regular wages for their work; and if this is done, lam 
of opinion, it will not make an adequate return for the outlay. I am led to this conclusion 
both by the returns from the most productive lands in the district, and by the resulta, s0 
far as they have gone, of an experiment now being made by myself in reclaiming moss. In 
particular, I find that draining, even at the distance of 15 feet, and to the depth of from 3 
to 34 fect, by no means drains it effectually ; and that horses cannot work it, but all the 
manure must be carried into the field on hand-barrows, thus enormously increasing the at- 
nual outlay. 

Q. 22. Have improving leases, on encouraging terms, been granted to small tenants or 
crofters within the last thirty or twenty years ? Has any offer of such leases been declined 
by working families? and if so, on what grounds? 

A. I am not aware that improving leascs have been granted to tenants in this distnct, 
or even offered tothem. The kelp manufacture always stood in the way of leases, This manu- 
facture required such constant superintendence and care, particularly since it began to decline 
in value, that it was thought necessary to retain the power of removing the manufacturers 
from their lands, in the event of their refusing to adopt any changes or improvements in 
the mode of manufacture. It was rarely necessary to enforce this power, still it was thought 
necessary to retain it as a check upon them. It appears to me, however, that it would 
border very close upon absurdity, to give an improving lease of land which will not keep the 
lessee’s family even in food, in a country where he cannot otherwise earn a livelihood ; and 
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it is as near absurdity to give him a lease of land of better quality, which he is not able to 
stock or pay for. 
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Q. 23. What effect upon the industry of the people has the existence or the want of [Lewis Harats, Lone 


leases produced ? 
i am not prepared to say that the want of leases has had a decided effect one way or 
other. 

Q. 24. What do you consider generally (varying as it must in different localities) to be 
the extent of arable ground in culture, or reclaimable, sufficient to maintain a working 
family, beyond the risk of pauperism, and without their being dependent on sources of earn- 
ing extraneous to the district ? 

A. This depends on the quality of the land and other facilities for cropping, and in is- 
lands where the soil and situation are so variable, it is difficult to answer the question. I 
think no tenant should have fewer than 6 cows, and followers, and that a large portion of 
his land should be arable and easily worked by horses, and contiguous to a shore well sup- 

lied with sea-ware, so as to enable him to raise a sufficiency of food. Even with this stock 
fe will have enough to do to pay such a rent as the land may be supposed to be worth, and 
would be worth to the proprietor of it, under the grazing system. In acres, I would say at 
least 20 of the most productive quality would be necessary. 

Q. 25. What is the extent of land, on an average, now occupied by each small farmer or 
crofter in the district, and by what tenure do they hold it ? or have they held it for the last 
thirty years? and at what rental per acre, or cow’s grazing or keep, on an average ? 

A. This varies exceedingly. ‘There are first the crofts varying in size from 6 to 10 
acres, and even more; then there is frequently macher held by the farm in common, and 
cropped occasionally ; then there is outfield pasture cropped occasionally, and then the 
moor. They hold the crofts from year to year. The rent docs not always depend upon 
the value of the land, but partly also on the sum given for the manufacture of kelp. In 
North Uist, the rent varies from L.1 to 35s. for every cow, and this rent, per cow, also in- 
cludes the keep of one or two horses, the grazing of sheep, and the arable land for crop,—the 
difference in the rent of the cows keep depending upon the quality of the arable land, the 
rent being highest where the land is most productive. In Harris and South Uist, the rent 
is higher in proportion to the stock, because the manufacturing price of kelp was higher in 
oe parishes; but I do not think it exceeds 45s. a-cow anywhere, including sheep, arable 
land, &c. 

Q. 26. Comparing what you consider the industrial resources of the district to be, with 
the present population, would you call the latter excessive ? 

A. I consider the population of the whole district decidedly excessive. 

Q. 27. Will you have the goodness to state the grounds of your opinion on this point ? 

A. In a country so far removed from the usual sources of remuncrative labour, I hold 
that the whole population, to be in a healthy state, ought to have profitable employment in 
the parishes in which they reside. This employment (putting fishing out of view), can only 
be looked for from labour in the working and improvement of the soil ; and in order to sup- 
port the population, it ought to furnish food for the inhabitants, wages for their toil, and 
interest for their capital invested in it to provide them with clothes, &c., &c., and also in 
the shape of rent, as much money as the land will return under the most advantageous sys- 
tem under which the proprietor can employ or let it. That the land in its present state of 
division will not yicld all these; that it will not yield a sufficiency of food for the people as 
presently located upon it, is clear to demonstration, thus sinking all rent to the owner, as 
well as a considerable proportion of the return which these people ought to have for their 
own toil and their little capital. The only way in which it may be supposed the difficulty 
can be got over, is by converting some of the large grazing farms into crofters’ holdings. I 
have already referred, under 13, to attempts of this kind that have been made. I may now 
farther add, that there is the apparently insuperable objection that few of the present 
crofters are possessed of sufficient capital to stock their present holdings, and of course are 
unable to stock large and increased possessions. This obstacle appears to me so formidable, 
that I deem it unnecessary to refer to others which might be stated. 

Q. 28. Has the rental of lands occupied by small tenants or crofters for the last thirty 
pa been chiefly paid by the produce of the land, or provided by extraneous earnings from 

ome ! 

A. It has not been paid by the produce of the land, and ony in rare instances by ex- 
traneous sources of earnings. It has been paid almost entirely by kelp manufacture ; and in 
parts of Barra, and South Uist, by fishing. 

Q. 29. Have the people generally shown readiness to avail themselves of such extraneous 
sources of earning ? 

A. I refer to the preceding answer. 

Q. 30. Has the dependence of the people on such extraneous sources of earning, of a 
sar aes kind, had influence upon their industrial habits at home? and what influence ? 

: Do. do. 
@ 31. Will you be good enough to state the grounds of your opinion on that point ? 
° 0. do. 

Q. 32. Do you consider the people capable, by reasonable inducements, of being trained 
to habits of regular and profitable industry, as occupiers of the soil? and have you had per- 
sonal opportunity, professionally or otherwise, of testing or observing this ? 

A. I doubt it exceedingly. I would have much better hopes of stringent regulations 

ost amounting to compulsion. They work well for a day or two, and then slacken and 
become indifferent if left to themselves. In the new Perth colony, in North Uist, they 
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work constantly ; but they are very discontented, and many of themselves tell me it is ne- 
cessity and the pressure of want alone that keeps them at it. 

Q. 33. Will you have the goodness to state the grounds of your opinion on that point ? 

A. Their general indolence and aversion to continuous labour, and the miserable apology, 
or trifling circurostance that so often leads them to spend days in idleness, which L have 
often noticed in all the people, and in persons to whom I have myself offered inducements 
to daily employment. I remember in 1843, Lord Macdonald got a man from Perthshire to 
North Uist, to direct the people in draining, &c. ‘Though they were paid at a fair rate-for 
draining their own lands, and were not charged any interest on the outlay, the overseer had 
the greatest difficulty in getting much work done, and now he can scarcely get them to 
clean out the open ditches to keep the drains running. 

Q. 34. In years of scarcity, or failure of crops, prior to 1846, within your remembrance, 
has it been customary to grant deductions of rent to the labouring tenantry or crofters? 
and since 1846? | 

A. Seldom. The rent was generally paid in full by the kelp manufacture; but in such 
years it was customary to give them extra work of some kind in order to enable them to 
pay a part of the extra supplies.of meal with which they were furnished. 

Q. 35. In such years, previously to and since 1846, has food or seed, imported and dis- 
tributed by proprietors or their agents, been charged against the labouring the same as 
arrears of rent? and at what prices ? 

A. Sometimes as arrears of rent. Sometimes as a separate debt not entered in the rent 
account. At prime cost always. 

Q. 36. Has it been customary to diminish the live stock of the labouring tenantry to 
meet arrears of rent, or the price of food so supplied? 

A. Occasionally. Perhaps, on an average, once in 5 or 6 years; and then they were 
only taken from such as either had an oversowming, appeared careless and indifferent in 
their payments, or were themselves desirous that.their cattle should be taken and sould after 
it had defied themselves to sell them. The number of tenants who gave up cattle in this 
way bore but a small proportion to the whole. I think, in general, not more than one.in 
5 or 6. The whole was the result of an arrangement, and not of judicial proceedings. A 
judicial sale was very rare indeed. 

Q. 37. Has there been much emigration to the British Colonies, or tothe Lowlands, 
within your remembrance? what classes, with respect to means, have emigrated? what 
do you know of the circumstances of such as have emigrated in their new localities; and 
what has been the effect resulting from such emigration to the labouring population remain 
ing ? | 
i There have periodically ‘been extensive emigrations to the colonies within my recol- 
lection. All classes have gone. About the year 1840, many of the poorest left North Uist, 
Lord Macdonald having, from his own funds, and from other sources, largely assisted them. 
At first I have heard that many of the latter class suffered privations; but the letters re 
cently received state, | am informed, that they are all now comfortable, having the neces- 
saries of life. Unfortunately, till lately, they used to go to Cape Breton, which is not a 
very thriving colony. The last emigration was to Canada. ‘The intelligence from the 
North Uist emigrants is, so far as I have heard, of the most cheering description. I have 
myeelf had letters from persons on whom I could place perfect reliance, giving most excel- 
lent accounts, and expressing their thankfulness at having gone there. ‘The surviving emi- 
grants from South Uist to the same place are, I am told, doing well, but they having gone 
over at the time of the cholera, many of them died after landing. The result to the popu- 
lation remaining has been decidedly favourable; and I am of opinion, that if these pertodi- 
cal emigrations from all the islands had not taken place, the general condition of the re- 
maining population would have been infinitely worse than it is. Indced, I cannot imagine 
how they could exist. 

Q. 38. Will you have the goodness to state any facts within your knowledge, on which 
you ee the opinion expressed by you, especially as to the last portion of the preceding 

uery 

i A A large portion of the cottar population of North Uist emigrated in 1840-41. Had 
these been still in the island, they would of course have pressed upon the resources of the 
crofters, and thus added greatly to the destitution. There are some crofters still in Noth 
Uist occupying land similar to that possessed by the great majority of those who emigrated 
in 1840) and previous years. The crop of these crofters has becn exhausted about Ist Janu- 
ary in each year since the failure of the potato crop. Were all who emigrated still in the 
country, and that their crops had been exhausted at the same time, as would certainly be 
the case, the amount of destitution would have been fearfully increased. Nearly all the 
tenants who emigrated occupied the most productive part of the arable land. Had these 
people heen still in possession of these lands, and their potato crops having failed, they would 
have little corn to consume, and thus also the amount of misery would have been much In- 
creased. Further, in many cases in which a man occupying half a croft emigrated, his half 
was given to the tenant of the other half, and thus he was rendered more independent, and 
more able to meet the failure of-his potato crop. | : 

Q. 39. What may be proximately the extent of land in the district (or districts) named 
by you, which you consider capable of being reclaimed or improved profitably by a labour- 
ing tcnantry ; or of land out of culture, which you consider might be more profitably accu- 
pied by culture ? pe 

A. I do not think that there is any land in the district that can be profitably reclaimed 
by a labouring tenantry, except upon the plan suggested in the beginning of answer 19. 
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Upon this system some hundred acres might, through time, be made more productive than 
it now Is. Some of the land now in cultivation might, by draining, be made to repay the 
expense of draining, or rather give a fair rate of interest for the outlay. I cannot venture 
to state the extent of such, but it is very limited in proportion to the acreage of the district, 
and not worth referring to as a source of permaneut employment to the population. I am 
not aware of any land out of culture which might be more profitably occupied by culture. 

Q. 40. In the present depressed state of the population (where destitution prevails), what 
would you suggest as the way most profitable, alike to proprietor or people, and most acces- 
sible or practicable, of elevating their condition, and placing them above the recurrence of 
similar calamities ? 

A. Presuming the kelp to be now of little value, I would assist a large proportion to 
emigrate to a good colony, on a liberal plan. I would increase the size of the crofts, so as 
to enable cach tenant always to raise a sufficiency of food, and, in average years, to pay the 
rent of his land by the sale of cattle and other produce. But I would only continue even 
this enlarged crofting system in a few favoured localities, where the land is naturally pro- 
ductive and the sea-ware convenient. Limited though such places are in extent, I fear the 
number of tenants able to stock them 1s still more limited. The proprietor might at first 
assist in advances for draining the crofts, where this improvement was necessary. 

The culture of' flax might also be tried as an experiment. 

Q. 41. How many able-bodied persons, heads of families, are there in the district (or dise 
tricts) who have no land to cultivate ? 

A. I cannot tell. Not many, except in Harris and Barra. 

Q. 42. By what means are these now supported ? 

A. Jt is most difficult to say. Chiefly, I believe, by the charity of the crofters who still 
have food. 

Q. 43. How do the able-bodied usually spend their time? Are the men generally ac- 
gnente with the use of the spade, and able and willing to work, if employment could be 
ound for them, in improving land in their own districts? Have the goodness to state the 
grounds of your opinion on these points. 

A. Those who have land are employed leading ware, thrashing and preparing corn for the 
mill, and in other occupations of that kind, in winter. In winter they prepare for the crop; 
in summer they make kelp, if it 1s made, and are almost idle if it is not made; and in har- 
vest they secure their crops, and lead home pets, and begin to drive ware. It cannot be 
denied that much of their time is spent in idleness, and without method or arrangement. 
Those who have no land are for a great part of the year idle. I believe all of them are 
ene acquainted with the use of the spade to enable them to improve and cultivate 
and. 

Q. 44. What opinion do you hold as to their moral principles and character in general, 
and their respect to obligations entered into? 

A. My opinion of them in general is not very high. 

Q. 45. Has immorality or crime been on the increase among them, within your remem- 


brance, or the contrary ? 


A. There is nothing very marked either way. Assaults are, I think, getting rarer, and 
theft is on the increase. 

Q. 46. What do you consider has been the moral or social effect of the recent poor-law 
among the population? what is the prospective effect ? 

A. In a social point of view, the poor-law cannot, I think, be said ‘to have had any 
effect one way or other. Jt has, in combination with the recent distress, produced many 
attempts, even on the parts of persons able to maintain their aged parents, to place them 
on the poor’s-roll; but I am not aware that, either in cases in which they have failed, or in 
those in which they have succeeded, it has lessened their kindness to them. At least I 
have heard no such assertion made. 

Q. 47. Have the goodness to state the grounds of your opinion on these points ? 
bes My opinion is founded on the fact of my not having heard that any change had taken 
place. 

Q. 48. Are the means of an ordinary education accessible within the district (or districts) 
named by you; and how far, in your opinion, has the want of such means operated in re- 
tardiny economic and social improvements ? , 

A. In some parts of !larris, schools are not accessible to the whole population, though 
the establishment of some schools recently has of course tended to supply the deficiency. 
In North Uist, ordinary education has been within reach of nearly the whole population for 
Some years bick. In parts of South Uist, schools are not accessible to the whole popula- 
tion ; and this is also the case in Barra. But though schools are within reach, the people 
do not avail themselves of them to anything like the extent they might do. I do not think 
the want of educa.ion has operated so injuriously in this respect as might be supposed. At 
least, there is not a marked superiority in the social advancement of those who have received 
the usual education at these schools. 

Q. 49. To what religious denomination or communion do the people belong ? 

A. Establishment, Free Church, and Roman Catholic. 

Q. 50. In course of your profession or business, have you had frequent dealings with 
many of the labouring or industrious classes in the Highland or Islands? and if so, what is 
your impression of their moral integrity, or perseverance in business? 

A. Yes. 1 have not a high opinion of their moral integrity in general, nor of their per- 
severance un busines. — 
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Q. 51. Are many instances known to you of individuals belonging to the district (or dis- 


tricts) named by you, overcoming the difficulties of their native position, and attaining to 


independence, or comfortable circumstances, by perseverance in business? 
A. No; very few. Occasionally, an individual rises a little above his equals, but gene- 


rally, no sooner does he become independent in his circumstances, than he gets into habits 


of drinking, and becomes poorer than ever. To this, of course, there are exceptions. 


( (Signed) C. SHAW. 
Locumanppy, 11th April 1851. 





At Locumanpy, 7th April 1851. 
Alexander Falconer, being interrogated, replied :— 


I am overseer on the North Uist property of Lord Macdonald. I have been employed 
by his Lordship on this property for nearly eight years. I am a native of Perthshire. [ 
have been engaged in agriculture all my life. I came to this country originally for the pur- 
pose of directing and instructing the inhabitants in draining and trenching, and other agri- 
cultural improvements. In the year 1843, and subsequent years previous to the passing of 
the Drainage Act, a considerable sum, about £700 or £800, was expended by the proprietor 
on these operations. On the passing of the Drainage Act money was borrowed, and up to 
this date, about £2000 has been expended under the Act. With the exception of about 
£150 expended on the improvement of land held by tacksmen, the whole of this sum has 
been applied to the improvement of the crofts of small tenants, and of the commons attached 
to those crofts. On the sum expended by the proprietor from his own funds no interest hag 
been charged to the tenants, but for that expended under the Drainage Act they are charged 
six and a half per cent., current from Whitsunday last. For constructing wedge drains in 
moss land, the rates paid varied from 34d. to 5d. per rood. Onhard ground the rates varied 
from 8d. to 1s. 3d. a rood. The people generally worked readily for these rates of wages. 
At these rates the best of the labourers might in moss have made about 10s. a-week ; some 
actually earned these wages. The work was on their own crofts, and was open to them 
throughout the year, but they worked little from April to October, the chief part of the 
work was done after the end of October and before the beginning of April. The average 
earnings during these five months would not exceed £4; and generally, when a man had 
earned as much as would cover his rent, he was indisposed to continue the labour. About 
one in ten or twelve, however, continued to work after having earned enough to pay their 
rent. I am of opinion, and the people themselves generally admit, that the improvement 
in the produce of the land more than covers the interest they pay on the capital expended. 
I cannot say that the system of tillage pursued by the crofters has improved since I have 
known them. In 1847, on the failure of the potato crop, turnip seed was provided by the 

roprietor and issued to the tenants. Of the crofters a few cultivated them successfully ; 

but the great majority of those who sowed the seed neglected the crop, and therefore 
obtained no adequate return; while some returned the seed not choosing to sow it. Where 
the outfalls of the drains are open, I find it very difficult to get the crofters to keep them 
clean, and this year could not induce them to clear these outfalls, until I made their doing 
so a condition of their being permitted to cut sea-weed for manure. There were, however, 
some exceptions, probably about one-fourth, that might have been induced to do this work, 
although they had not been denied the sea-weed until it was performed. I am of opinion, 
that the most industrious of the £3 crofters raise on their crofts food to serve an ee 
family from about the middle of August till the first of March, but I cannot estimate the 
average at higher than about five months. Ona £5 croft, I am of opinion, that the most 
industrious may raise food enough for an average family for about eight months, but I car 
not estimate the average of such crofts higher than seven months. I am of opinion, that 
the smallest size of croft that will enable a tenant to maintain his family and pay his rent 
from the produce of the croft alone, is such a croft as is now let in North Uist for about £15 
of annual rent. To enable a man to take such a croft, and to reap his first crop free from 
debt, would require a capital of not less than £150, and I do not believe that of the persons 
not occupying land, there are any possessed of this capital ; and of those who are now occupy- 
ing crofts at £10 and under, I doubt if there are a dozen on the property who could take a 
croft at £15. I am of opinion, that it is quite impossible to expend capital on this property 
in agricultural improvements, in such a manner as to make a fair return to the capitalist, 
and at the same time to provide permanent subsistence for the whole of the present popula- 
tion. The extent of land in North Uist, on which capital could be profitably expended in 
agricultural improvement is small, compared with what would be required to afford per 
manent subsistence to the whole of the present population. I cannot suggest any mode 
in which capital could be profitably employed in North Uist, so as to sraride a permanent 
gubsistence for the population. I cannot see how a permanent subsistence is to be provided 
for the inhabitants of this island, unless their numbers are reduced. In these answers | 
have all along assumed the continued failure of the potato crop. 


(Signed) § ALEX, FALCONER 
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Ax Account of Money expended under the Drainage Act, on the Macdonald Estates 
of North Uist. 


The following table shows the number of crofts on each farm under £10 of rent, where 
the money was expended, the amount of money expended on each farm, the amount of 
interest payable thereon, the average rent of the crofts on each farm (not including public 
burdens), the average amount of interest payable by each croft, the highest amount of 
interest payable by any croft, and the lowest amount of interest payable by any croft. 
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Carnish, 1 | 23 | 344 12 #1 2210 33/419 6 019 633115 2;0 3 6 
Balishar, 2/33/2430 6 7 |15 10 31/4 2118/0 9 43)1 6 7/0 1 0 
Illary, ‘ 4 3; 16/141 10 1 9 3 9)6 46 /011 5$]1 110;0 2 1 
Cladoch-Kirkabost, 4/14/1651 7 1 | 91611/315 9/014 0141 3 3/01 4 
Cladoch-Kylis, 5 6 29 16 3 118 8;3 0 0 0665 019 0;0 2 8 
Knockline, 6} 20/191 6 7 {1211 9/414 33/012 74,1 0 6/0 4 5 
Balemore, : 7|18| 10910 1 7 18/712 7 1/0 7118 1 7 0}0 2 0 
Knock-in-Torran, 8 | 22; 12010 & 718 4;6 6 7y;,0 7 2,50 1511;0 1 9 
Honigary, : 9; 20 | 103 15 1 613 8;\4 8 74 0 6 8 (01210;0 1 6 
Tighgary, . . 10/18/1122 9 1] 7 6 0/4 3810/0 8 14/011 6/0 0 9 
Sollos, ‘ . ei 7 10 6 7 013 9;6 7 9$}0 111 (0 411)0 0 4 
Dunskillor, 12|} 8/ 18 6 7 | 1 4 547 910$/0 3 Of jo 8 530 O 2h 
Middle Quarter, 13/ 8/ 20 2 oF] 1 6 1316 8 18/0 3 34/0 7 3/0 0 4 
Malaglat, . . 14{ 9} 22 6 0] 19 0/518 9/0 3 2211 8 7/0 0 33 
Arynacopay, . 15 1 615 8 0 810|;5 6 90 0 810 0 8110/0 810 














No. of farms improved,| 15 |223 |1623 10 24 |105 13 2} 


Those crofts where the lowest amount of interest is payable, were occupied by old people 
whose families had left them, and widows with young children, and a few others who had 
- inclination to avail themselves of the benefit derived from the improvement of their 

ands. 

On the four farms in the Sollos district, viz., the farm of Sollos, Dunskillor, Middlequarter, 
and Malaglat, the tenants were allowed to drain their own crofts at the proprietor’s expense, 
and in every respect had the same privilege as the rest of the tenants in the country ; but 
when the government grant of £2000 for draining was agreed to, the government inspector 
came to the country to make a survey and report, and his opinion with regard to these four 
farms was, that drainage could not be carried on on these farms to any advantage under the 
Drainage Act. The most of the land in that district is composed of shallow soil over ledges of 
rock. I had made these remarks to Balranald, who was factor at that time, previous to the 
commencement of the drainage carried on at the proprietor’s expense, but he insisted that 
the work should go on, which it did; but when I handed in the account to him he grudged 
the expense. The tenants had drained to the small amount you see opposite these farms in 
the table previous to the inspector’s arrival in the country. The tenants were offered work 
for their rents on the tacksmen’s farms, but declined to do so to any extent. They showed a 
great deal of obstinacy and discontentment; they thought that they were ill used, as 
they would not be allowed to drain on their own crofts, as the rest of the country were 
allowed to do so. The consequence was, that they were not able to pay their rents; their 
arrears accumulated, and they were warned out of their lands. 

The amount expended on the crofts under the drainage is £1623, 10s. 24d., the amount 
expended on a few crofts above £10 rent, and on tacksmen’s farms is £309, 17s. 5d.; total, 
£1933, 98. 7id.; the government inspector’s charges is not included in this sum. 

The amount expended by the proprietor previous to the Drainage Act in cutting open 
ditches and outfalls, is £795, 19s. 3d., the expense of powder and iron not included, which 
would at least amount to £15 additional. For what the ‘ibe ahead laid out there is no interest 
charged against the tenants, as the money laid out by the proprietor was expended on those 


‘farms where the money expended under the Drainage Act was expended. I hope you will 


forgive me for not making out a similar abstract on some of the farms; it was laid out to a 
gteater extent than others; on all the farms where the tenahts were more persevering than 
their neighbours, they gained a larger share of the money. 

The poverty and destitution here is very great; there are a great number of the tenants 
have neither food or seed, and of course our great population of cottars are in a miserable 
state. It is very disagreeable and distressing toa person’s feelings to live among them. For 


all the enormous sum of money expended in aid of the destitute, destitution prevails at pre- 


sent to a much greater extent than at any time since the potato failure, and the people are 
much poorer. At that time the price of cattle was high, and the most of the people had a 
little money. Besides the whole of them, with a few exceptions, had their full sowming of stock 


of all kinds. Immediate relief would be the most beneficial at present, but how that could be 


procured isa mo and could it be made available, it is the last shift that ought to be tried, 
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although the last great and general collection made in behalf of the destitute saved life, 
and, for a time, a great deal of wretchedness and misery. Wretchedness and misery is still 
part of the effects of that aid granted to the people; as their subject declines, so does their 
morality ; so that, if I am allowed the expression, they are pauperised and demoralised at 
the same time. There is a sect of philanthropists, or people who pretend to be so, whether 


they really are or not, is another question ; they call public meetings, form a series of resolu- 


tions, and make a few flowery speeches, and the condition of the poor Highlanders is per- 
manently improved. I am astonished at the theories of these people, who speak of cultivat- 
se hoes lands to support the population, when, to use the expression, the people are stript 
naked with poverty, and the most of the proprietors encumbered with debt; where could 
such an amount of capital be found as would suit the views of these people? Probably these 
philanthropists may be sincere, but they are holding out false views to the people,—views 
that cannot be realised. I am no enemy to the poor Highlanders; I earnestly wish that 
they could be placed on a permanent footing to eupport themselves, and gain an independ- 
ence, but I cannot see how this can be done while they remain in their native country. | 
therefore think that any judicious, unprejudiced man, who is thoroughly acquainted with the 
nature and state of the Highlands at present, would not think, that any person or society of 
so who would encourage the people to remain in their native country, by holding out 

topias to the people, which are only visionary and can never be realised, would be the 
people’s best friends. If the people had the will and the courage to emigrate, they might gain 
an independence, and there is no prospect of their being able to do so at home; ee an 
my opinion is, that a well-conducted emigration is the greatest boon that ean be bestowed 
on the poor Highlanders at present. 7 

Although the Perth relief committee have been kind enough to undertake to support 
part of our population in the far-famed district of Sollos—by granting them reasonable 
wages in reclaiming waste lands, and allowing them the benefit of these lands, when 
reclaimed, at a nominal rent, for twenty-two years—yet they show the greatest reluctance 
in removing to the new colony. I was in that district, on the 14th current, endeavouring 
to mark over to the committee that portion of their stock that belongs to the proprietor, 
for arrears of rent, which he agrees to hand over to the committee free, to assist them in 
forwarding their views. I got Mr Macleod, their minister, to assist me; and, in spite of 
all his influence, we were almost beat to induce any of them to bring forward their stock 
for valuation. At first they obstinately refused ; and, after harassing and teasing us with 
an endless variety of questions, and starting objections to all our proposals, the minister 
prevailed with a few of them to bring forward their beasts. We had to wander about to any 
place where they chose to meet us. In this way we ha hate till a late hour, and got 
about two-thirds of them to submit, the rest absolutely refusing to do so; and even those 
that submitted are still under the impression that they have a better right to what they 
call their own beasts than the committee, and that they may leave the work, and cary 
along with them the whole subject in hand when they please; and I question whether we 
can get them to remove peaceably or not. I merely mentioned this to show the danger 
of encouraging people to remain in the Highlands for the cultivation of waste lands, when 
these people are shown such indulgence, and, instead of showing gratitude for it, do 
everything in their power to retard the progress of the improvements. I would be most 
happy if ay of these remarks of mine were of any use to you. You will forgive me for 
using such freedom in forwarding to you these ill-connected sentences, thrown together 
as eprieaenaed at any time, when I had a minute to spare, I commenced soon after you 


eft the country, and have only finished to-day. 
ALEXANDER FALCONER. 


To Sir JoHn M‘NEIL1, G. C. B. 
Chairman Board of Supervision, 102 George Street, Edinburgh. 


CuacHan, 15th April 1851. 





At Batranatp, Monday, 7th April 1851. 


John Macdonald, Cladach Khoilish; Archibald Maedougall, Knocklinne ; Ewan Macdonald, 
Knocklinne; Hector M‘Lellan, Ballimore; and Andrew Ling, Ballimore, stated :— 


That, in Cladach Khoilish, there are ten families, of whom five pay rent and five are 
cottars. 

John Macdonald pays L.6 rent for two lots ; sows sixteen pecks of barley, four barrels of 
small oats, and plants from three to four barrels of potatoes. Began potatoes fourteen days 
before Lammas, and they lasted about twomonths. He reaped about nine bolls of barley,— 
that is, about nine seeds. The oats gave about three seeds. His stock is five milk cows, 
with followers till a year old. If he keeps on till two year old, after the first year, two ar 
counted for a cow. He m: 7. have a few sheep, from one or two toa dozen. His family 
consists of three persons. The crop feeds his family till the seed is in the ground, and 
little longer sometimes—one of his family is a servant. He sold four beasts; namely, two 
cows, a two-year-old, and a three-year-old. He got for the two cows L.4, 33., and for the 
other two L.4, 5s. He bought no meal; his crop last year served the whole year. This 
year it will serve to put seed in the ground. 

Hector M‘Lellan, Ballimore, stated, that he is one of the persons appointed to search the 
houses ; that the cottars subsist upon shell-fish, dulse, and other kinds of sea-weed, with a 
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little meal, obtained by begging from the tenants ; that he knows this of his own knowledge 
—that he has found no other food in their houses—that he has seen them going to the shore 
all winter, even in the snow, and has found shell-fish locked up in their chests, lest their 
children should consume it in too great quantities. In summer they collect various weeds, 
and make a mess of it, with a little meal got from charitable neighbours, or in exchange for 
shell-fish. Their bed-clothes are tattered and miserable, and the whole family (perhaps 
seven) sleep in one bed, with not a groat’s worth of covering. They are constantly begging 
from the tenants, who cannot let them die of want, and who are therefore suffering a grievous 
burthen. 

Andrew Ling, Ballimore, stated, That he has a L.4, 4s. lot, and a small family, only three 
in all—that the croft raises food enough for them, but that he cannot pay rent from the 
produce of his stock at present prices. 

John Macdonald further stated, that he is better off with two L.3 lots, paying rent, than 
his neighbours with one L.3 lot free of rent. 

They all stated it as their opinion, that many persons would gladly emigrate now, if they 
could find the means—they see nothing but starvation before them here—and they are of 
opinion, that the remedies for their distress are emigration and reduction of rent. 





Angus Macdonald, Knock-in-Torran; John Macdonald, Knock-in-Torran; John Mac- 
donald (1), Hangarry ; Donald Macpherson, Hangarry ; John Macdonald (2), Hangarry ; 
John Macdonald, Balmartin; John Macintosh, Tigharry ; Norman M‘Isaac, Tigharry. 


Angus Macdonald, Knock-in-Torran, stated, That he pays L.8, 2s. 6d. rent; and John 
Macdonald, in the same place, L.9 rent, besides dues for doctor, schoolmaster, poor-rates, 
roads,—1%s.to 18s. Angus Macdonald statedfurther, That he sows about two bolls of barley ; 
two to three barrels of oats (small black oats); and plants five barrels of potatoes. The barley 
returns seven to eight seeds, and the oats about four seeds. The potatoes give eight returns, 
besides food from Lammas till they were lifted. That he has grass for four cows and calves, and 
three stirks and two horses, and about twelve sheep. That his family consists of seven ; that 
the crop will give them food till the end of July. That he sold no produce of stock last year, 
and that he will sell none this year. That he has lost some beasts by death, and he desires 
to replace them. That he was engaged at the kelp-making, but that he did not earn enough 
to pay rent. ‘That he is in arrear to a small amount. That there are on the farm twenty- 
six, paying rent,—some having whole and some broken crofts. That there are twenty-two 
whole crofts, of which four are divided between two families each. That there are also 
eight cottars, of whom two are grass-keepers, paid for their service by land. The others 
labour, and are paid by the tenants in the same manner ; but their little crops are exhausted, 
and they are now living on shell-fish, and the charity of the tenants. 

John Macdonald (1), Hangarry, stated, That he pays L.4, 11s. rent, and 14s. dues. That 
there are twenty crofts in the farm,—the average rent being L.4, 5s. Of these, three are 
divided between two families each. On this farm there are nineteen cottars, of whom one 
is grass-keeper. That they are allowed to cultivate small patches of land—that their crop 
Is now expended, and that they are living chiefly on shell-fish, and a little meal begged from 
the tenants. That one of the tenants is said to have expended the last of his crop—that he 
has no stock but an old mare and foal. 

John Macdonald (2), Hangarry, stated, That his food will be exhausted on Saturday next. 

All the others stated, That in a fortnight half the tenants will be without food. That they 
sow about sixteen to twenty pecks of barley, and from half-a-barrel to a barrel of oats—that 
they plant from two to three barrels of potatoes—that the barley gave from seven to eight 
returns—that the oats do not give two seeds—that the potatoes, besides what they reserved 
for seed, served till the grain was fit for grinding. That the stock allowed is three cows, 
with calves, and three stirks, two horses, and a few sheep. That the farm (Hangarry) will 
not feed this number—the actual stock is not much above a half. 

John Macintosh and Norman M‘Isaac stated, That there are twenty crofts in the farm of 
Tigharry, of which one is divided. That there are eight cottars, of whom two are carpen- 
ters and one a cloth-presser—that the others are without food, except a little meal which 
they get for eggs, and the shell-fish they collect. Some of them have one cow, or one 
stirk, but not more. That the tenants are reduced to two meals a-day, and have been so all 
winter—that in a fortnight their food will all be exhausted, and that they will not have seed 
to sow the ground. 

Norman M‘Isaac stated, That he pays L.5 rent—that he could not live on his croft if he 
had it free—that he would require as much more land to enable him to live, but that he 
has no stock to put upon the land if he had it. 





Apranprx (A.) 
Examinations. 
Lewis, Harris, Lone 
Isuanp, Barra. 


John Macdonald 
and Others. 


7 April 1851. 


Angus Macdonald 
and Others. 


STATEMENT of the Quantity of Bere and Oats sown in North Uist, per imperial acre, in Statement of Bere 
Macher and Mixed Soil or Moss, with the return per acre, weight of Grain, and produce and Oats sown in 


- of Meal. 


Macher.—Lea ground manured with sea-weed, two bushels per acre; produce, in a favour- 
able season, from four to five bolls, but in a dry season, not more than the half, 
and in some instances a total failure. Weight of grain, kiln-dried, 42 to 45 lb. 
per imperial bushel ; produce of meal nearly the same weight, when well cleaned. 


North Uist. 
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Aprenpix (A.) Macher.—Stubble ground or second crop, 14 bushels per acre ; procute) mn a favourable 
Ser season, 24 to 3 bolls per acre, and in a dry season much less. Weight of grain, 





aera ea 40 to 44 Ib. nearly producing the same weight of meal. 
IsLaND, BARRA. D0. see.00s. White large oats have been frequently tried on macher and always proved a failure. 
Do edsscins Black small oats, 4 bushels per acre ; return, in a favourable season, 3 bolls. Weight 
Statement of Bere per bushel, 20 lb. ; produce of meal, 1 peck or 12 |b. 


No oe , own 19 Mixed or Moss Soil—Bere sown per acre, 4 bushels; produce 4 to 5 bolls. Weight of grain, 
kiln-dried, 42 to 46 lb. per bushel, producing nearly an equal weight of meal, 
when well cleaned. 
DO veces ...Large or white oats. Seed required 5 to 6 bushels per acre; produce, 5 to 6 balls, 
Weight per bushel, 36 to 38 Ib.; return of meal, about one-half, or 18 to 20 lb. 
It is only in lea ground that white oats answer—they have frequently been tried 
after potatoes and turnips, but never answered. 
DO: aeceses Small black oats, 8 bushels per acre; produce, from 4 to 5 bolls. Weight per 
bushel of seed, 20 lb.; yield of meal, 1 peck or 12 |b. 


The above refers to the tacksmen’s farms, and also to the crofters’ for the quantity of seed 
sown per acre ; but the return to the small tenants or crofters may be taken at one-third les 
than the above, as they repeat the same crop so often, and the soil consequently is so much 
weakened, that the quality of the grain produced is very inferior, and the return very poor. 
Few or none of the small tenants have ever tried large white oats, and they meal very little 
of their small oats, as they are generally given to the cattle unthrashed, for fodder. 
| (Signed) JAMES T. M‘DONALD, 
BALRANALD, NortH Uist, 19th April 1851. 


PARISH OF SOUTH UIST. 


At LocHpoisDaLe Inn, SoutH Uist, this 9th day of April 1851 years. 


Minute of Parochial A meeting of the parochial board of this parish met here to-day, at the requisition of the 
1 oard of South Uist. Spector, calling on the members of the board to meet Sir John M‘Neill, G.C.B,, chair 
9 April 1851.‘ man of the Board of Supervision. 3 
Present,—L. Chisholm, Esq., chairman ; M. M‘Lellan, Esy., Milton ; Rev. Mr M‘Gregor, 
arish R.C.C., Jachdur; Mr Norman M‘Donald, Tacksman of Unnton; Mr M‘Lellan of 
Damore: Mr Alexander M‘Donald, Dalibroy ; Mr Lachlan M‘Donald, Gramisdale. 

Sir John M‘Neill having examined the inspector’s books, and explained many matters 
connected with their duties to the board, proposed to them the following questions, which 
they replied to respectively :— 

Q. 1. Are there at this date, in the parish of South Uist, persons, not by the existing law 
entitled to demand relief, who are suffering from want to such an extent as to endanger 
health or life, nothwithstanding every effort they can make to obtain the means of subsist- 
ence, and all the aid they are receiving from any quarter or source ? 

A. We know of no instance. 

Q. 2. Is there good reason to believe that there will be such persons as the season ad- 
vances? and if so, what is the greatest number of persons that will probably be suffering 
from want at any one time before next harvest, notwithstanding every exertion they can 
possibly make to procure the means of subsistence ? 

A. The board are of opinion, there will be several of this class, but cannot specify the 
number. 

Q. 3. What measures have been taken, or are proposed to be taken, by the parochial 
board, with a view to provide for such emergency ? 

A, The inspector has been ordered and authorised by this board to afford temporary re 
lief from time to time, in cases of extreme urgency, to persons not by law entitled to de 
mand it, and he continues to exercise this authority. 


(Signed) LACHLAN CHISHOLM, Chatman. 


I hereby certify that the above is a correct copy. 
ALEXANDER MACDONALD, 
Inspector of the Poor of the Parish of South Uist. 





. Pesnrem, 15th April 1851. 
Honovurep S1r,—In compliance with your letter, dated at Lochboisdale, the 9th inst, I 
Alex. Macdonald. beg to offer the following answers to the questions asked :— 


Answers to Queries. 
Q. 1. The date when the firet assessment was imposed by the parochial board of South 
Uist ?—A. The first legal assessment was imposed upon the 14th May 1848, it being before 
that time a voluntary contribution. | 
. 2. The amount of the assessment then imposed ?—A. The assessment for the yeat 
ending Whitsunday 1849, amounted to £412, 10s. 
Q. 3. The rate per pound on the rental 7A. The rate that year was 1s. 6d. per pound. 
Q. 3. The amount of the rental P—A. Rental £5500. 
Q. 5. The sum collected of that assesament up to to this date ?—A. Collected £359, 18s. 64. 
Q. 6. The amount of arrears of that assessment at this date ?—.A, The arrears are £53, 10s. 
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Q. 7. The amount of the assessment imposed for the year ending Whitsunday 1850 ?— 


A. Amount, £275. 


Q. 8. The rate per pound on the rental for that year ?—A. Rate, 1s. per pound. 
Q. 9. The amount of the rental ?— A. Amount, £5500. 
Q. 10. The sum collected of that assessment up to this date ?—A. The sum for bygone 


year’s assessment was £131, 5s. 6d. 


Q. 11. The amount of arrears of that assessment at this date ?—A. Amount, £38, 14s. 6d. 
Q.12. The amount of the assessment imposed for year ending Whitsunday 1851 ?— 


A. Not yet fixed. 3 


& 


. 13. The number of tenants assessed on a yearly rent of not exceeding £5?—A. 383. 
. Exceeding £5 and not exceeding £10 ?—4A. 215. 

. Exceeding £10 and not exceeding £20 ?—A. 33. 

. Exceeding £20 and not exceeding £50 ?-— A. 10. 

. Exceeding £50 and not exceeding £100 ?—A. 2. 

. Exceeding £100 ?—A. 7. 

. Aggregate amount of rent pavable by each of these classes ? 


OLOLOH 
Roe 


A. Not exceeding £5 perannum,-— -. - - £919 0 0 
Exceeding £5 and not exceeding £10, _—- - 1613 0 0 
Exceeding £10 and not exceeding £20, - - 437 7 0 
Exceeding £20 and not exceeding £50, - - 338 10 0 
Exceeding £50 and not exceeding £100, - 153 0 0 
Exceeding £100, - - ~ - 2033 0 0 


The above is, I hope, an explicit reply to your interrogatories, as I have endeavoured to 
be as explicit as possible to the whole of them, trusting they will meet your approval.— 
Iam, &c. ALEXANDER MACDONALD, 

Collector of Poors’ Assessment, Parish of South Uist. 





At LocupoispaLe, Sout Uist, Wednesday, 9th April 1851. 


We are of opinion, that although the eleemosynary relief afforded to the people during 
the last four years has relieved much misery and saved life, it has had a prejudicial influence 
on the character and habits of the people. We are of opinion, that it has had the effect of 
inducing them to rely more upon others and less upon iNemeel vse and that 1t has induced 
many to misrepresent their circumstances with a view to participate in it. We are also of 
opinion, that the circumstances of the population have been detertorating from year to year 
for the last four years. There are from eighty to a hundred lotters in this parish paying 
from 5s. to 50s., who are not considered crofters. These persons occupy lots in moss land. 
They have been on the lots from two to four years, and are now in arrears to an amount 
equal to a rent for two years. These persons are amongst the most destitute of the popu- 
lation of the parish. We estimate the number of cottars in this parish at about 190 families ; 
with the exception of the cottars and lotters, and a few professional persons and tradesmen, 
the whole of the rest of the population are either tacksmen or crofters. The rents of the 
crofters are from L..3 to L.18. The average rent of crofts may be about L.7. Ina L.7 
croft, about two and a half barrels of barley, and from four to five barrels of oats, will be 
sown (the oats are the small black oat) ; and there will be planted about from four to five 
barrels of potatoes. The return from thé barley is from seven to eight seeds, and that from 
the oats from three to four seeds. This year the oats will do little more than return the 
seed sown. Potatoes give from five to six returns. The stock upon a L.7 croft is three 
cows, with followers till one year old ; one two year-old quey, and two horses. Some have 
as many as a dozen sheep, and some have none. The produce of such a croft will, on an 
average, maintain a family of five persons not more than seven or eight months. We are 
of opinion, that the smallest size of croft that will subsist a family from the produce of the 
croft alone, is such a croft as is now let in South Uist for L.12, in the light soil of the west 
side; and L.15 to L.20 in the moss land. We are of opinion, that the capital necessary 
before a man can take a L.12 croft is at least L.86, 14s., and we are not aware that there 
are any persons paying L.5 rent and under who have capital enough to take such a croft. 
We are of opinion, that it is quite impracticable to apply capital to agricultural improve- 
ment in this parish, in such a manner as to make a fair return to the capitalist; and, at the 
same time, provide a permanent subsistence for the whole of the present population. We 
are unable to suggest any mode in which capital could be employed here in such a manner 
as to be remunerative to the capitalist, and be a paint subsistence for the people; and 
we are of opinion, that it is impossible to make the population of this parish self-sustaining, 
unless a portion of the inhabitants remove elsewhere ; and that to effect that object, it would be 
necessary that about two thousand should remove. We are able to state that at least that num- 
ber are now desirous to emigrate to the North American Colonies, if they could find the means. 

(Signed) LACHLAN CHISHOLM, Tacksman. 
JAMES MACGREGOR, Rom. Cath. Priest. 

MURDO M‘LELLAN, Tacksman, 
LACHLAN MACDONALD, Merchant. 
WILLIAM BIRNIE, Manager for Col. Gordon, 
TRYSE CAMPBELL YOUNG. 
NORMAN MACDONALD, TJacksman. 

ALEX. MACDONALD. _ | 
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At LOCHBOISDALE, Wednesday, 9th April 1851. 
Mr William Birnie, being interrogated, replied :— 


I am manager for Col. Gordon on bis estates in Long Island, and have been 60 since 


‘ Martinmas last. I am a native of Aberdeenshire, and was for eight years and a half over. 


seer on Col. Gordon’s home farm in that country. I have been engaged in agricultural oo- 
cupations all my life, and one of the objects of my being sent here was to direct the people 
in their agricultural operations. I have succeeded in inducing some of them to clean and 
prepare land for turnip. I found this very difficult, and have been obliged to threaten with 
ejection if they did not follow the system of tillage prescribed to them. I am of opinion, 
that, even if they could all be induced to follow a proper system of tillage, and if they were 
to break up the grazings, they would be unable to provide subsistence for the whole of the 
present population. Col. Gordon has sent, since the first of January, 576 bolls of meal to 
fis estates here. Of this quartity, about a hundred bolls have been placed at the disposal 
of the parochial boards of South Uist and Barra, in part payment of assesament. About 
300 bolls have been employed for the relief of the most destitute of the able-bodied in re- 
turn for work at roads, draining, trenching, and planting bent. The remainder of the meal 
has been advanced to crofters on a promise to repay it after the sale of their cattle at the 
July market. The destitution committee also sent, for Benbecula, South Uist, and Barra, 
300 bolls of meal, which are still on hand. I have reason to believe that a considerable 
number of the small crofters, and all the lotters, will be unable to sow their lands unless 
they are provided with seed. These persons have for some time been consuming their seed 
corn. I find the people looking to the proprietor for their extrication from every difficulty 
into which they may fall. I am of opinion, that the people are not diligent or skilful in 
‘conducting agricultural labour, but with proper instructors that they might be considerably 
improved. For this purpose, I think that not less than eight instructors would be required 
for this parish to promote a better system of agriculture. It would require not less than 
five years to get them into a proper system. But to accomplish this, personal superinten- 
dence of the tillage of the crofters would be indispensable. General directions would be of 
no use, for they would not be followed. I have directions to make as much drift-ware kelp 
as possible, but none of the cut-ware, as it is unsaleable. I have no directions to carry on 
any other work, except the finishing of the new line of road, which, as it is mostly cart work, 
will give little employment to the destitute. I doubt whether the committee meal will last 
above five weeks, for the number of applications is increasing. The destitute persons em- 
ployed, as formerly stated, received one pound of meal for the head of the family, and half 
a pound for each dependent, for seven days, in return for eight hours’ work during four days 
in the week. The heads of 130 or 140 families in South Uist are employed in this manner. 
I cannot state accurately the number in Benbecula. In several cases I have found that 
while the head of the family was employed at day’s wages elsewhere, one of his sons was 
sent to represent the family and obtain the allowance of meal. The amount of work per- 
formed by these persons is small. Some are not able, and all are unwilling. Of the persons 
employed, about forty are women and boys, and about forty are old men. The remaining 
aixty are able-bodied ; but, from bad living, are not capable of doing as much work as they 
might do if well fed, and do not execute above half of a good day’s work. There are about 
aakecs men employed at days’ wages, at from 9d. to 1s. 3d. at a mill lead; but 1 am of 
opinion, that the work would be cheaper done in the low country at the rate of 2s. a-day to 
good labourers. I am of opinion, that in about five weeks, if assistance is not sent from 
some quarter, there will not be less than 2000 persons in this parish, and 1000 in Bars, 
who will be in a state of absolute want. I think that in South Uist, and perhape in Ben- 
becula, but chiefly in South Uist, it might be possible to provide work that, at the commit- 
tee’s allowance of meal, would pay the employer; but I doubt if any such work could be 
found at Barra. I am of opinion, that in South Uist and Benbecula, the crofters have still 
about their full number of cattle, but in very low condition. In Barra, a great many have 
not their full numbers. I do not believe that any of the crofters’ cattle have been sequet- 
trated for rent ; certainly none since I came here. 
(Signed) WILLIAM BIRNIE. 





At Craicorry, Bensecuua, Tuesday, 8th April 1851. 
Norman M‘Leod, being interrogated, replied :— 


I am ground-officer on Colonel Gordon’s property of Benbecula, and I have been so for 
twenty-four years. I ama native of Skye. There are 240 crofters on Benbecula 
rents of from £1 to £11; about 37 crofters pay £1 rent. These are all mose-crofts, on 
which persons, who were without lands, were placed with a view to improve their condition. 
The crofts are about four acres, with grazing in the hill for one cow or one horse. These 
crofts were occupied in 1844 or 1845. None of them have yet paid any rent, unless s few 
of them have given some days’ work. They are worse off than any other class in the 
island. The number of persons, heads of families, not paying rent to the proprietor, may be 
about a dozen, exclusive of such as are servants of tenants; but these persons have no 
difficulty in getting from the tenants land to cultivate, and sea-weed to manure it from the 
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proprietor. The whole of Benbecula is in the occupation of crofters, with the exception of 
the farm of Nunton, and other lands, occupied by one tacksman at a rent of above £300; 
and four other tenants, at rents of from £20 to £40. Up to this time, the crofters have had 
liberty to take such sea-weed as came ashore, to any extent required, for their land. The 
land in the occupation of the tenants paying £20 to £40, is mostly moor-land pasture. Of 
the crofters there are about four or five who pay only £4 of rent. The great majority of 
the crofters pay rents of from £7 to £10, and would average between £7 and £8. The 
tenant of an average croft will sow from 20 to 30 pecks of bere or barley, and four or five 
barrels of oats; and he will plant about five or six barrels of potatoes. The return from 
barley sown is 8 to 10 seeds, and that from oats from 3 to 4 seeds. The oats are the small 
black oat, and at last harvest the return was unusually small, in many cases not much ex- 
ceeding the quantity sown. The potatoes lasted from three to four months, besides reserv- 
ing seed. The stock upon the £7 to £8 average croft is four milk cows, with followers till 
one year old, and one two-year-old. Some have perhaps as many as a dozen sheep, and 
some have none. All have two horses each. In 1848 and 1849 several families emigrated 
from this island to North America. I cannot speak confidently from memory, but my im- 
ression is, that about 30 heads of families went in those years, of whom above fifteen were, 
think, crofters. Of the crofts thus vacated, five or six were given to persons who were at 
that time without land; the remainder were added to the crofts of persons occupying land. 
The persons who thus got double crofts are the best off amongst our crofter population. 
They are better able, having two crofts, to pay the rent of both, than they were to pay the 
rent of one croft, when they had only one. About 900 tons of kelp was last year made on 
this island, for which people were paid at the rate of £2 per ton for that made from drift- 
ware, and 30s. for that from cut-ware. More than half, probably about 500 tons, was from 
cut-ware. The wages thus earned are to be credited to the people in part payment of rent. 
They have also been employed constructing roads, and draining and trenching, and the 
wages given to them, on account of that work, was also credited to them in part payment 
of rent. Except in the form of labour, of some kind or other, the proprietor has, for the 
last four years, received from the crofters little rent. White employed at kelp, or other 
work, there were many who required advances of food to enable them to continue the work, 
and these advances were necessarily deductions from the wages, for which they got credit. 
I am of opinion that there are, exclusive of the £1 crofters, about 30 or 40 others who will 
robably be unable this year to sow their lands, unless they can purchase or procure seed. 
hese persons have consumed, or are in course of consuming, the corn reserved for seed ; 
but they will have less or more potato seed of their own, having reserved the smallest of the 
tatoes for that purpose. About 40 bolls of meal, received from the destitution committee, 

18 still available ; and some of the £1 crofters, and some others, are employed at road-mak- 


ing, in return for subsistence from this source. 
(Signed) NORMAN M‘LEOD. 





PARISH OF BARRA. 
At Bawarava, Friday, 11th April 1851. 


We are acquainted with Barr Macdougall, Donald M‘Lean, commonly called Donald 
Hectorson, Roderick M‘Neill, senior, and Roderick M‘Neill, junior, who have been referred 
to in the newspapers as persons who had left Barra and gone to Edinburgh because of their 
inability to obtain the means of subsistence here. They were all provided with houses at 
the time of their departure. They were all either employed by the relief committee, or 
might have been so at the date when they left Barra. With the exception of Roderick 
M‘Neill, senior, who left this in the first week of September, all the others left Barra in 
July. Barr Macdougall was notoriously lazy, and before Colonel Gordon had aequired 
this property, had voluntarily surrendered his croft at Greine, and subsisted thereafter 
partly by begging, for which purpose he perambulated the country. On the failure of the 
potatoes, he became altogether destitute, and was received upon the lists of the relief com- 
mittee. Roderick M‘Neill, junior, was employed by Mr M‘Allister at 1s. a-day, which he 
voluntarily relinquished, dcclating that the wages were too low. He then applied to the 
inspector of poor for assistance, and was refused, on the ground that he had left Mr M‘Alis- 
ter’s palden where he could have obtamed the means of subsistence. He was an able- 

led man. 

Donald M‘Lean was an indolent man, who never did much work even when wages could 
be earned ; whose wife perambulated the country begging from house to house. 

Roderick M‘Neill, senior, was several times accused of theft, and once apprehended on a 
charge of sheep-stealing, but was not convicted. | 

Of Ann M‘Pherson, or M‘Kinnon, nothing is known in Barra, unless she be a sister-in- 
law of Roderick M‘Neill, senior, who had an illegitimate child to a person of the name of 
M‘Pherson, and whose own name was M‘Kinnon. 

We are of opinion, that the eleemosynary relief afforded to the people has had a prejudicial 
effect upon their character and habits; that it has induced ara to misrepresent their cir- 
cumstances with a view to participate in it; that it has taught the people generally to rely 
more upon others, and less upon themselves; and we have reason to believe that, relying 
upon this source of subsistence, some ‘pases even neglected to sow their lands. We are 
of opinion, that the circumstances of the population have been deteriorating from year to 
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‘year since the failure of the potatoes. We are of opinion, that the £6 crofts in Barra, on 


an average, give crop enough to maintain a family of five persons for about six months, but 
not more. We are of opinion, that the smallest size of croft that will produce enough to 
maintain an average family for twelve months is such a croft as is now let in Barre fur £12; 
but such a croft would not enable a man to pay rent. The smallest size of croft that would 
enable him to maintain his family and pay rent, is such a croft as would now let for £18, 
To enable a man to occupy such a croft, and to reap his first crop free from debt, would 
require a capital of not Jess than £100. And of the persons now occupying small crofts, 
or who have none, we do not know one person in Barra who could take such a croft, unless 
one or two merchants. We are of opinion, that it is quite impossible to expend capital in 
this parish on agricultural improvement, or otherwise, in such a manner as to make a fair 
return to the capitalist, and, at the same time, to provide a permanent subsistence for the 
whole of the present population; and that the parish cannot be made self-sustaining, unless 
a part of the people should remove elsewhere. We are in a condition to state, that more 
than a half of the population desire to emigrate if they could find the means. They desire 
to go to the North American colonies. The intelligence received from the persons who 
recently emigrated from Barra to those colonies is highly satisfactory. 


(Signed) HENRY BEATSON, Minister. 
D. W. M‘GILLVRAY, J.P., Tacksman. 
WM. BIRNIE, Manager for Colonel Gordon. 
DONALD N. NICOLSON, M.D., Tacksman. 
ARCHIBALD M‘DONALD, Elder, Tenant. 





At CraicsTone, Thursday, 10th April 1851. 
James Macgregor, being interrogated, replied :— 


I have a croft, for which I pay L.10, and I am employed in the meantime by Colonel 
Gordon, and by the relief committee, to distribute meal to the destitute persons employed 
on roads. There was a balance of about thirty bolls of the committee's meal remaining 
from last year. I commenced distributing this balants: in return for work, on 23d Decem- 
ber last ; from which date to the end of March, the average number of persons at work may 
have been about eighty. ‘The arrangement was, that the head of the family should give four 
days’ work per weck in return for seven days’ allowance of meal. The allowance was, one 
pound of meal per day for the head of the family, and half a pound for his wife, if he had 
one, and half a pound for each child under twelve. Those above twelve were excluded. 
Very shortly after the committee-meal was expended,—about a week or ten days,—about 
the end of January or beginning of February, a supply of seventy bolls, sent by Colonel 
Gordon, arrived, and the work was continued on the same terms. When the seventy bolls 
were expended, further supplies were furnished by the proprietor, with which the work was 
continued without interruption till the 28th March, when a supply of 100 bolls arrived 
from the committee, with which the work has in like manner been carried on. When it 
was known that committee-meal had arrived, the number of applicants increased, and there 
are now employed on the roads about 114 persons. Of this number, twenty-two or twenty- 
three will be women, and fifteen or sixteen boys, and five or six old men; the remainder, sixty- 
nine to seventy-two, able-bodied men. Of the persons thus employed, some are cottars and 
some crofters. Some crofters at rents as high as L.3 are on the list. On the Barra property, 
there are 230 persons paying rent to the proprietor. Of these, there-are about eighty, who 
have no stock of any kind. Of this number, some have left the country with their families, 
and some without their families, which still remain here. Some of these latter persons have 
been sending money to their families, from their earnings in the south; some, on the other 


hand, who have been abscnt a long time, have sent nothing. The number of cottars now 


upon the property may be about 130 families. I am of opinion, that some of the small 
crofters are worse off than some of the cottars—that is, the cottars who are strong aad 
active, or have strong sons to help them, are better off than some of the crofters that have 
weak families. ‘The crofts vary in rent from L.1 for a fishing lot to L.10 on the west side. 
There are only three as high as L.10; there are eighty or ninety under L.10, and not under 
L.6; and from twenty-five to thirty at L.1. I am of opinion, that on a L.6 croft, taking 
the average of such crofts, a man may raise enough of crop to feed a family of five persons, 
for the whole year, but not without diligence and economy. On the great majority of the 
L.6 crofts in Barra, more than one family is settled ; on some two, and on some three fam 
lies. There are very few on which there is only one family. I am of opinion, that at the 
present prices of stock, a man on a £6 croft could not feed his family and pay his rent 
however diligent he might be, from the produce of his croft alone. I am of opinion, that such 
a croft as is now let in Barra for L.10, might enable a man, at present prices, to maintain 
his family, and pay areduced rent. The capital required to enable a man to take such a croft, 
and to reap his first crop free from debt, would be about L.41; and none of the inhabitants 
who are not occupying lands, or who have only small crofts, are now in a condition to take 
such a croft. Unless the people of Barra could be provided with stock, seed, implements, 
and food, land would, in their present condition, be no longer a means of subsistence to 
them. I am of opinion, that there is now no means left of enabling the people to mais 


‘tain themselves, except emigration; and I have no doubt that the great majority would 
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willingly go, if they could get the means. About a thousand have already expressed a 
desire to emigrate to the North American colonies, and many more would willingly go. 


(Signed) JAMES MACGREGOR. 


(Signed) JOHN MACGKEGOR, 
sl Crofter paying L.2, 102. rent. 


I concur in the above statement. 





At the Manse, Barra, 10th April 1851. 
Rev. Henry Beatson, being interrogated, replied :— 


I am minister of the parish of Barra, and I have been so since May 1847. The great 
majority of the population are Roman Catholics, but I have frequent intercourse with them 
in relation to the relicf of destitution and other matters, and have a gencral knowledze of 
their circumstances. The number of persons who are destitute is pretty nearly the same 
proportionally, amongst the Roman Catholics and the Prutestants. Since 1849, L have 
taken an active part in carrying out the measures for relief, in connection with the Glasgow 
committee. I aim of opinion, that the eleemosynary relief afforded to the people has had a 
very prejudicial cffect upon their habits and character, but it has at the same time relieved 
much misery and saved life. It induced many persons to misrepresent their circumstances 
with a view of participating in it, and it has taught them to rely m6re upon others and less 
upon themselves. J am not aware that, up to this date, there is any one in the parish not 
by law entitled to demand relief, who has suffered from want to such an cxtent as to injure 
health. Any person who was in want of the means of subsistence, could have obtained 
them by applying either to the parochial board, if fit objects of parochial relief, or to the 
distributcr of the meal provided by Colonel Gordon and by the committee. It has hap- 
pened in several cases, that persons Who represented themselves to have exhausted their 
whole crop, were found, after several wecks, taking grain to the mill. Others, who hed 
less or more stock, pretended to be altogether without the means of subsistence, and various 
arts of chicane were resorted to fur the purj ose of obtaining a share of the meal. My im- 
pression is, that if they remain in this country, many years must elapse before the moral 
character of the people is resotred to what I presume it was befor the destitution com- 
menced, or to that of the population of the parts of the Highlands with which in early life I 
was best acquainted. Iam of opinion, that with economy and care, the supply of meal re- 
ceived from the destitution committee may be sufncient for the really destitute, with the 
help of such fish and shell-fish as they can get for themselves, till Whitsunday (1oth May). 
But the people are under an impression that committee-meal ought to be distributed under 
less stringent regulations than that furnished by the proprietor; and the distributor was 
obliged to apply for the support of myself and some of the resident gentlemen, to enable him 
toconform to the rules. We therefore went and attended the distribution. Some of the people 
had threatened to break open the store, if the distributor insisted on enforcing the regulations. | 
Nothing of this kind had occurred while the proprietor’s supplies were distributed ; but the 
committee-meal they regard as a common govd, to which they are entitled on easier ternis. 


(Signed) HENRY BEATSON. 
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A meeting of the parochial board of Tyree, called by Sir John M‘Neill, chairman of the Minute of Par. Board 


Board of Supervision, was held here this day,— 

Present,—Alexander Campbell, Chairman; Donald Campbell, Tacksman of Reef; Rey. 
Niel M‘Lean, Parish Minister ; Gecrge M‘Lean, Tacksinan of Haynish ; Lachlan M‘Lean, 
Crois ; Robert Walker, Parochial Teacher. 

The following queries were proposed to the parochial board by Sir Joha M‘Neill :— 

Q. 1. Are there at this date, in the island of Tyree, persons not by the existing law 
entitled to demand relicf, who are suffering from want to such an extent as to endancer 
health or life, notwithstanding every effort they can make to obtain the means of subsist- 
ence, and all] the aid they are receiving from any quarter or source ? 

A. To this query the board replied, That they have had no reason to believe that there 
are any such persons up to this date. 

Q. 2. Is there good reason to believe that there will be no such persons as the season 
advances? and if so, what is the greatest number of persons that will probably be suffering 
from want at any one time before next harvest, notwithstanding every exertion they can 
possibly make to procure the means of subsistence ? 

A. To this query the board replied, That there is good reason to believe that there will 
be a considerable number of such persons, but are unable to state the precise number. 
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Q. 3. What measures have been taken, or are proposed to be taken, by the parochial board, 
with a view to provide for such emergency ? | 

A. To this query the board replied, That the inspector has been, and is, authorised, in 
in cases of extreme urgency, to affurd temporary relief to persons not by law entitled to de- 
mand it. (Signed) ALEX. CAMPBELL, Chairman, 

True copy. M. M‘NEILL, Inspector. 





At ScarinisH, 14th April 1851. 


We are of opinion, that although the eleemosynary relief afforded to the people during the 
last four years has relieved much distress, and saved life, it has had a prejudicial effect upon 
the character and habits of the people. That it has taught them to rely upon foreign aid 
rather than upon their own exertions ; that it has induced many to misrepresent their cir- 
cumstances, for the purpose of participating in it; and that the circumstances of the people 
have progressively deteriorated since 1846. Ona L.3 croft, on an average, there will be 
sown about one and a half quarters of barley, and the same quantity of small oats, and about 
four barrels of potatoes. The grazing on the common attached to a L.3 croft is for two 
cows, with the followers until one year old. The return for the barley grown on the crofts 
is about five seeds, and that from the small oats is about three and a half seeds. Potatoes 
lasted, on an average about two months. We are of opinion, that the produce of a L.3 
croft will support a man, his wife, and family of three children, for six months, and furnish 
seed. We are of opinion, that the smallest size of croft that will enable a man to maintain 
his family and pay a reasonable rent, is such a croft as is now let in Tyree at from L.15 
to L.20. We are of opinion, that should the potatoes continue to fail, it would be impossible, 
by any remunerative expenditure of capital, to make the island of Tyree maintain the whole 
of the present population, and that it cannot be made sclf-sustaining unless a part of the in- 
habitants remove elsewhere. We are of opinion, that to place the island in such a condition 
as to enable the inhabitants to subsist in comfort, it would be necessary to reduce the popu- 
lation to about 2000. We have reason to believe, that a number of persons, sufficient to 
reduce the population to 2000, are desirous to emigrate to the North American colonies, if 
they could find the means. 

(Signed) ALEX. CAMPBELL, Tacksman, Hough. 
N. M‘LEAN, Minister, Tyree. 
DONALD CAMPBELL, Tacksman, Reef. 
GEO. M‘LEAN, ZTacksman, Haynish. 
LACHLAN MLEAN, Tenant, Kilmaling. 
JOHN CAMPBELL, Chamberlain for the Duke of Argyle. 
ARCH. FARQUHARSON, Independent Minister, Tyree. 





Mr Lachlan Macquarrie, being interrogated, replied :— 


I am chamberlain’s clerk and ground-officer on the Duke of Argyll's property of Tyree, 
and have been so for four years. In September and October last, the persons belonging to 
the island, and having their houses there, whether actually at home or not, were numbered 
3828. Of these 1458 were cottars—that is, persons having houses, but not paying rent to the 
proprictor. ‘The number of heads of families paying rent is 375, making with their families, 
present or absent, a population of 2370. Of the small crofters paying £5 and under, there 
are 223, paying an average rent of £2, 12s. 2d.; of these probablythirty or forty pay not more 
than 30s., and some as low as 8s. These last are persons who have about three acres of 
moss land, which they have improved and retain possession at a nominal rent. These per- 
sons have held their crofts for more than seven years, and I am inclined to think, for ten or 
twelve years, but I cannot say so with confidence. The grazing on the common attached 
to each croft in a farm, is the same whether the croft be larger or smaller. In some farms, 
there is a right of grazing on the common for four cows, in some for two, and in some for 
three, but followers are included in this number, from Whitsunday to Martinmas. Two 
and a half calyes are reckoned equal to one cow. Lorses are not allowed to graze on the 
common. The whole number of black cattle possessed by the crofters in September last, 
was about 1950, of horses about 600, and no sheep. Some have a greater, some a less, 
number than that allowed, grazing on the common; but on an average, I am of opinion tbat 
they will have nearly the number allowed. There has been only one case of distraint for 
rent since I have been in my present office. In that case, the tenant was paying £6, 10s. 
of rent, and was in arrear twoand a half or three years. The sale of stock did not realize 
the amount of arrear. Ie is still in possession of two thirds of his original croft, which, 
with the assistance of his son-in-law, he was able to re-occupy. The whole rental of the parish 
(the island) is £2656, 15s., and the arrears up to Martinmas last amounted to above £8,800. 
This arrear is pretty equally distributed between the large and small tenants, in proportion 
to their rents. Of the crofters paying £3 and under, there are many who will be unable to 
sow their land. They have consumed their seed, or are in course of consuming it, and will 
be unable to buy enough to sow the whole of their land. Some will be unable to sow any 

art. Persons in this situation generally let the land to persons able to sow it, receiving 
half the produce as a rent for its use. There has been work for the proprietor going on m 
draining since the beginning of December, on crofts adjoining the Duke’s farm, on which the 
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most destitute of the able-bodied have been employed. At first the number so employed was 
20, by the beginning of the year it had increased to 110, and so continued till the 
arrival of a supply of meal from the destitution committee, when it fell to a 100,—some 
of the older and less efficient having been employed under the committee’s regulations. 
The persons engaged on the drains were paid, for opening drains of three to four feet deep, 
at the rate of 3d. to 4d. per rood, according to the ground, and for filling, from a 1d. to 
21d., according to the depth of the drains, and the use of tiles or stones. On an average 
ihese persons earned from 6s. to 8s. per fortnight, woking from seven to eight hours per 
day, for six days in the week. This was available to any able-bodied man, who was with- 
out any other means of subsistence. The number was not limited. From ten to twenty 
- persons may have applied for this employment, who were refused because they were not 
considered destitute. This work is restricted to the cottars, unless in rare cases, when some 
of the small crofters paying 20s. and under have been admitted, but the number has been 
small. The committee-meal arrived, I think, about the middle of March. I do not know 
how many persons are employed by the committec, or of what class they consist, but I 
believe them to be chiefly cottars of the poorest class, principally females. Up to this date, 
no one has died from want of food, and I am unable to name any one who is now suffering 
to such an extent as to endanger life, or who has suffered in health from want. I cannot 
state precisely the quantity of meal imported for the last three or four years, but I have no 
doubt that it is about 3000 bolls annually. It may be a little more or less, but not much 
either way. Since 1846, about 1000 persons have emigrated to Canada from this island. 
The draining will be stopped by the progress of tillage in a fortnight or three wecks, and [ 
have received no instructions as to any other work to be carried on. By that time some of 
the people employed on the drains will be engaged in fishing, which this year promises to 
be successful, and they will be less anxious for other employment. From ten to twenty 
will probably engage regularly in the fishing, and others occasionally, and all will by means 
of fishing, have greater facility in obtaining the means of subsistence than they have now. 


(Signed) LACHLAN MACQUARRIE. 





The following Answers or Remarks, to the Queries sent by the Commission of the Gene- 
ral Assembly of the Free Church, refer exclusively to the island of Tyree. 


Q. 1. What is the number of its population ? 

A. According to the government census taken on Monday last, the actual population then 
in the island was 3706 individuals, but there was a census taken by the direction of his Grace 
the Duke of Argyle, ashort time ago, ofall the inhabitants belonging to the island, although 
not at home at present, which amounted to 3828. 

Q. 2. How long, and in what capacity, have you resided in it, or been acquainted with it ? 

A. Have been living in this island since Whitsunday 1834, and occupy a farm as tacks- 
man in it at present. 

Q. 3. Does destitution prevail? How long has it prevailed? And what proportion of 
the population may be in a suffering condition from that cause ? 

A. Destitution of food prevails here at present to a very great extent,—so much so, that if 
prompt measures are not taken to alleviate the condition of the people, the most dreadful 
consequences may be looked for. The destitution has prevailed to a greater or lesser extent 
since winter 1846. Nearly the whole of the cottar population, and a considerable number 
of the small crofters, are suffering. The small crofters cannot, since the potato failure, raise a 
sufficient crop for their support in any season, and the crop of this last season is computed 
to be at least one-third short; there are many of them that will not have seed to put into 
the ground unless assisted. 

Q. 8. What do you consider to be the most profitable occupancy of land in the district— 
store-farming, or tillage ? 

Q. 9. Will you have the goodness to state the grounds of your opinion on this point ? 

A. 8.& 9. No system of farming that Iam acquainted with, has paid the farmer for the last 
three years; previously store-farming, or grazing of black cattle, was considered the most 
profitable ; the growing of barley and potates also paid pretty well, when there was value for 
them; the tenants depended upon their barley crop in a great measure for the payment of 
their rents, but since the failure of the potato crops, they require all the white crop they can 
grow for food; were their bounds sufficiently large for sheep, they might pay better, as the 
price of wool is good, and the expense of management less, nor have shecp fallen so much 
in value as black cattle. 

Q. 12. Are such smaller farms, or crofts easily obtained by families of the labouring class ? 
: (J. 13. Will you have the goodness to state any facts within your knowledge bearing on 
this point ? : 

A. 12 & 13. All the lands in this island have been occupied fora lone time back ; and un- 
less the present occupiers were dispossessed, there is no room for others. 

Q. 16. What may be the extent of land in the district? or what proportion once under, 
and now out of, culture ? 

A. There appears to be as much land in cultivation at present as has been in the memory 
of any of the present inhabitants. 

Q. 19. Has any extent of waste land been reclaimed, by working tenants or crofters, 
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within the last thirty years, or more recently ? and if so, what is the comparative value of 


1$. now, previously and prospectively ? 
A. There has been no extent of land reclaimed, since my recollection of this island, worth 
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mentioning, unless the improvements effected by draining done during the last four years 
may be considered as such. As to the increased value in consequence, so far as I have been 
able to ascertain from those who have got their lands drained, they seem to think that the 
64 per cent they have to pay for the outlay is value enough, and in some cases too much. 

Q. 22. Have improving ae on encouraging terms, been granted to small tenants or 
crofters within the last thirty or twenty years? Has any offer of such leases been declined 
by working families? and if so, on what grounds? 

_Q. 23. What effect upon the industry of the people has the existence or the want of 
leases produced ? 

A. 22 & 23. There have been no leases granted to emall crofters, that I am aware of; the 
want of leases has never hitherto been felt by the people of this island ; indeed it was a thing 
they never thought of, the lands descended from father to son for generations ; but I believe 
the people in general would have no objections to have a lease now. 

Q. 24. What do you consider generally (varying as it must in different localities) to be 
the extent of arable ground in culture, or reclaimable, sufficient to maintain a workine 
family, beyond the risk of pauperism, and without their being dependent on sources of eam. 
ing extraneous to the district ? 

A. Generally, I should eay, not less than from 15 to 25 acres, according to the situation 
and quality of the soil. 

Q. 26. Comparing what you consider the industrial resources of the district to be, with 
the present population, would you call the latter excessive ? 

Q. 27. Will you have the goodness to state the grounds of your opinion on this point? 

A. 26 & 27. I consider the present population quite too many for the resources of this 
district, the ground is already occupied by more than it can support of crofters. many of 
them having holdings so small, that it is quite impossible for them to support themselves 
and families by the produce of their lands; consequently the whole cottar population may 
be said to be quite unprovided for, and may be considered as an over population, as the 
present number of small tenants are more than sufficient for any remunerative employment 
that can be obtained on this island. 

Q. 28. Has the rental of lands occupied by small tenants or crofters for the last thirtr 
years been chiefly paid by the produce of the land, or provided by extraneous earnings from 
home ? 

A. Previous to the potato failure, the rents were chiefly paid by the produce of the lands. 

Q. 32. Do you consider the people capable, by reasonable inducements, of being trained 
to habits of regular and profitable industry, as occupiers of the soil? and have you had per- 
sonal opportunity, professionally or otherwise, of testing or observing this ? 

Q. 33. Will you have the goodness to state the grounds of your opinion on that point? 

A. 32 & 33. [have no doubt, were the people placed in a situation in which their industrial 
powers could be called forth, and proper encouragement given them, they might easily be 
trained to habits of industry; they are docile and tractable in general, and I am not aware 
of any cause, either mental or physical, that would prevent their becoming useful and inde- 
pendent, were they placed in a situation where it would be possible for them to be so. 

Q 36. Has it been customary to diminish the live-stock of the labouring tenantry to 
mect arrears of rent, or the price of food so supplied ? 

A. When a tenant is at a Joss for money to pay for anything, he naturally has recourse 
upon his stock, while he has any. 

Q. 37. Has there been much emigration to the British Colonies, or to the Lowlands, 
within your remembrance? what classes, with respect to means, have emigrated? what do 
vou know of the circumstances of such as have emicrated in their new localities; and what 
has been the effect resulting from such emigration to the labouring population remaining? 

A. There has been emigration, to a considerable extent, from this island to America 
within the last few years. There were several respectable crofters, and in pretty good cir- 
cumstances, went in the years 1847 and 1848; since then, they were chiefly cottar, and 
among the poorest of the crofters, who have gone. There have been several letiers from 
many of the poor emigrants who left this island; and, so far as I can learn, they all see 
satisfied with the change, and wish their friends (in the old country as they call it) to jom 
them if possible, and that, in a short time, they will be able to support themselves and 
families by their own exertions—a great proportion of them appear to have got lands, and 
the rest expect to acquire lands soon. ‘They all agrec that there is no diificulty in getting 
employment, and that food is casily obtained ; some of them write that they have Hesh 
three times a-day—a change truly, from a few pounds of Indian corn meal a-week and 
shell-fish. 

Q. 30. What may be proximately the extent of land in.the district (or districts) named 
by you, which you consider capable of being reclaimed or improved profitably by a labour- 
ing tenantry; or of land out of culture, which you consider might be more profitably occu 
pied by culture ? 

A. There is no Jand in this island that could be reclaimed profitably, by which additional 
occupancy could be supplied, although, no doubt, the ground at present occupied is capable 
of being improved, and consequently rendered more productive. 

Q. 40. In the present depressed state of the population (where destitution prevails), what 
would you suggest as the way most profitable, alike to proprietor or people, and most acces 
sible or practicable, of elevating their condition, and placing them above the recurrence of 


-gimilar calamities ? 


A. As regards this island, I think there can be no difference of opinion as to the absolute 
necessity of relieving the island of its excessive population, by means of extensive emigr#- 


TAKEN BY SIR JOHN M‘NEILL. 133 


tion,—and that at once, so far as the cottar population is concerned ; and from what I can 
learn, the poor people would consider it the greatest boon that could be conferred upon 
them, the providing them with the means of removing to a place where they might, by their 
own industry, provide for themselves and families. They have had sufficient proof, during 
the last four years, how utterly in vain it is to expect that they can permancntly better 
their condition by means of charity ; for, notwithstanding all that has been given by a 
benevolent public during that period, and the amount of employment afforded them by 
draining by government money, still, as has been justly remarked in the circular sent, they 
are in a worse condition now than ever. It may also be observed that, to place the people 
of this island in a position to support themselves without any extraneous aid, a number of 
the crofts or possessions would require to be enlarged: indeed it is to be feared that many 
of the small crofters will be under the necessity of giving up their lands very soon. ‘Their 
possessions are not sufficient to support them, and there is no regular employment to be 
wot; the relict fund, by which they were enabled to retain their lands so long, it appears Is 
now at an end, and nothing will remain for them, in a short time, but to be thrown upon 
the parish as poor cottars and paupers. With such prospects betore them, there is no doubt 
they would gladly avail themselves of free emigration, were it offered, without which the 
permanent condition of the people of this parish may be said to be hopeless. 

Q. 41. How many able-bodied persons, heads of families, are there in the district (or dis- 
tricts) who have no land to cultivate ? 

A. From the late census I find the cottar population amounts to 1458 individuals. 

Q. 42. By what means are these now supported ? 

A. By draining, by destitution meal, by the parochial funds, by the public at large, and 
some it is difficult to say how they live. 

Q. 43. How do the able-bodied usually spend their time? Are the men generally ac- 
quainted with the use of the spade, and able and willing to work, if employment could be 
found for them, in improving land in their own districts? Have the goodness to state the 
grounds of your opinion on these points. 

A. The people are quite able and willing to work, if they had anything to work upon. 

Q. 48. Are the means of an ordinary education accessible within the district (or districts) 
named by you; and how far, in your opinion, has the want of such means operated in re- 
tarding economic and social improvements ? 

A. Education is rather at a low ebb in this parish at present. 

Q. 49. To what relicious denomination or communion do the people belong ? 

A. There are four religious denominations—viz. Established Church, Independents, 


Baptists, and Free Church. 
Island of Tyree, 5th April 1851. 


Transmitted by Mr CamMpBELL, Hough. 
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PETITION from Poor Persons in Tyrce for aid to Emigrate. 





Unto Sir Joun M‘NEILL. 


The Petition of the undersigned Cottars and small Crofters on the Island of Tyree, 


Humbly sheweth, 

That since the making of kelp ceased, and particularly since the failure of the potato 
crop, the inhabitants of this island have been in a state of great destitution ; and, were it 
not for the benevolence of the proprietor, and the aid afforded by the relief board, they 
would inevitably have starved. That hitherto they have been employed by the proprietor 
at drainage and other works, during the winter and spring months, before the land was 
cropped, and during the summer they were supported by the funds of the relief board. That 
this latter resource being now at an end, ydur petitioners’ prospects, on looking forward to 
the ensuing summer, are in the extreme dismal, and the more so, as the only prospect of 
ultimate relief to which they so fondly cling is denied them,—that of emigration,—which 
your petitioners neglected to take advantage of while in their power, probably supposing 
that the relief funds were to last, or that the potato would be restored. ‘That, to add to 
their further grievance, your petitioners are Iced to understand, that those adverse to emi- 
gration from the West Highlands are using every possible means to prevent it, -and that 
statements are made publicly that the poor can be supported by employing them in the im- 
provement of waste land. ‘Those who advocate such are certainly actuated by other motives 
save that of philanthropy, and display the grossest ignorance as to the resources of the 
country, particularly as regards this isolated island, where there is no fuel, and not an inch 
of waste land which the inhabitants could not drain and trench in a few months. That 
your petitioners would now most earnestly request, that if possessed of the bowels of com- 
passion, such as were your forefathers, or value the lives of your countrymen, you will not 
credit the statement of those inimical to our best interest, but examine individually into 
our circumstances, and the condition of the island, when they have no doubt you will have 
sufficient proof afforded of the fallacy of such statements, and the injury and cruelty done 
us by such misrepresentations, which may perhaps be the means of the Duke’s withholding 
his bounty, and depriving us of the power of participating in the enjoyments and comforts, 
they are from day to day informed, their friends in Canada enjoy to such an extent. 

May it therefore please your honour to take the miserable condition of your petitioners 
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Petition from Per- 
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Balinoe 
Burapoll 
Balephuil 
Balemartin 
Balephuil 
Balemartin 
Moss 


Burapoll 


Moss 
Burapoll 
Bolimeanach 


Boliphuil 
Burapoll 
Hilipoll 
Comoig-beg 
Kennory 
Moss 
Hilipoll 
Comoig-beg 
Moormal 
Boliphuil 


Moss 
Baliphuil 


Bolimorton 
Comoig-more 
Hilipoll 
Ruaig 
Comoig-more 


Moss 
Kilmoluaig 


Bolirullig 


Boliphuil 
Salem 
Vaul 
Boliphuil 
Golt, 


eee 


Mannol 
Comoig-more 


into consideration, and use 
Grace the Duke of Argyle, 
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shall ever pray. 


Residence. Name. 


Donald M‘Donald 


A. M‘Innes 
C. M ‘Millan 
H. M‘Donald 
J. Campbell 
A. M‘Lean 


Huch Lamont 


A. M‘Donald 
J. Carmichael 
P. Carmichael 
N. M‘Innes 
J. M‘Donald 
D. Burrer 
Mary Brown 
J. M‘Lean 

A. M‘Kinnon 
A. Campbell 
A. Lamont 
A. M‘Arthur 
L. M‘Kinnon 
L. M‘Lean 

A. M‘Donald 


John M‘Donald 


C. M‘Lean 
J. M‘Donald 
J. Fereuson 
H. M‘Lean 
H. M‘Lean 
A. MNeill 
D. Brown 

D. M‘Lean 
J. M‘Donald 
M. M‘Donald 
Mary M‘Lean 
A. M‘Kinnon 
D. MMillan 
M. M‘Millan ~ 
M. Black 
Che. Black 
D. M‘Lean 
J. M‘Lean 

J. M‘Lean 
N. MMillan 
J. M‘Donald 
D. M‘Farlane 
A. M‘Donald 
N. M‘Intyre 
J. M‘Lean 
H, Lamont 
D. Cameron 
L. Cameron 
es: Mean 

A. Kennedy 
LL. Black 


Christ". M‘Lean. 


). Brown 
EF. M‘Kinnon 
S. M‘Phaden 
A. Ka 
D. M‘Kinnon 
HI. M‘Lean 
A. Brotton 
N. M‘Lean 
N. M‘Phael 
J. M‘Phail 


* Pauper. 


your influence with her nel be Government, or his 
to provide for them the means 0 


emigrating ; and your 


Crofter or 
Cottar. 
















Crofter 


Cottar 






Crofter 
Cottar 
Crofter 
Cottar 


Cottar 


Crofter 
Cottar 


Crofter 


Cottar 
Crofter 
Cottar 
Crofter 
Cottar 
Crofter 
Cottar 
Crofter 
Cottar 


Crofter 
Cottar 
Crofter 
Cottar 


Crofter 


wow Ere ewe tee eee. 


QS ee ses Se a a ee Se 


a 


Residence. 





Comoig-more 
Bolimorton 


Kilmoluaig 


Golt 
Boliphuil 
Veul 
Lolt 
Kirkapoll 


Coales 
Ruaig 
Coales 
Bolirullin 
Coales 
Vaul 
Coales 


Golt 
Bough 
Vaul 
Ruaig 
Vaul 
Heanish 
Salem 
Heanish 
Coales 
Heanish 
Scourish 
Comoig-more 
Kilkenneth 
Boliphuil 
Bolimorton 
Coales 
Comoig-more 
Moss 
Balmoluaig 
Bolimorton 
Coales 


Greenhill 
Boliphuil 


Moss | 
Bough 


Hilipoll 
Heanish 
Comoig-more 
Kilmoluaig 
Comoig-bee 


Hilipoll 


Kilkenneth 
Balimorton 
Heanish 


-Ruaig 


Name. 


A. M‘Phail 
J. M‘Arthur 
A. M‘Donald 
M. M‘Donald 
C. M‘Intyre 
C. Cameron 
N. M‘Lean 
D. Cameron 
N. M‘Lean 
H. M‘Phaden 
D. M‘Kinnon 
H. M‘Kinnon 
A. M‘Lean 
Christian M‘Lean 
N. Clark. 

D. Clark 
DD. M‘Phaden 
M. M‘Kinnon 
H. M‘Arthur 
L. M‘Donald 
N. M‘Donald 
J. M‘Donald 
N. M‘Phaden 
A. M‘Donald 
D. Brown 

H. M‘Donald 
N. M‘Dougall 
H. M‘Millan 
Christian M‘Kinnon 
J. M‘Donald 
J. M‘Lean 
H. M‘Lean 
J. M‘Iinnon 
D. Sinclair 
D. M‘Phaden 
C. M‘Donald 
J. M‘Lean 
M. M‘Donald 
A. M‘Lean 
D. Campbell 
M. M‘Kinnon 
N. M:Donald 
H. M‘Lean 
R. M‘Armoil 
Marion Campbell 
Effy M‘Lean 
D. M‘Phail 
Flora M‘Phail 
D. M‘Phaden 
D. M‘Larty 
A. M‘Donald 
Mary M‘Larty 
M. M‘Cail 

C. M‘Donald 
M. M‘Phaden 
J. Cameron 
C. M‘Phail 
D. Durach 
N. M‘Kinnon 
N. M‘Donald 
A. M‘Phael 
C. M‘Lean 
H. Brown 

D. Cameron 
M. Brown 
Mary Cameron 
N. M‘Phaden 
N. Sinclair 
D. M‘Intyre 
N. M‘Donald 
N. M‘Innes 


(Signed) 
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Crofter or 
Cottar. 


Crofter 


Cottar 
Crofter 
Cottar 
Crofter 
Cottar 
Crofter 
Cottar 
Crofter 


Cottar 


Cottar 
Crofter 
Cottar 
Crofter 
Cottar 
Crofter 
Cottar 


Crofter 
Cottar 


Crofter 
Cottar 
Crofter 
Cottar 


Crofter 
Crofter 
Cottar 
Crofter 
Pauper 
Cottar 


Crofter 
Cottar 
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JAMES MACFARLANE, 


Witness to the alove signatures and marks. 


* Pouper, 





ArrENpIxX (A.) 





Examinations. 
TyREE AND Cott. 


Petition from Per- 
sons in Tyree for aid 
to Emigrate. 


Aiprnpix (A.) 





Examinations. 
TVRBE AND Cou. 





Minute of Var. 
Bourd of Coll, 
1S April 1d1. 


Par. Board of Cull. 


Rev. A. Nicol. 
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COLL. 


QUERIES addressed by Sin Joun M‘NEILL to the Parochial Board of the Coll District 
of ‘I'yree and Coll. 


15th April 1851. 


Q. 1. Are there at this date, in the island of Coll (April 15th), persons, not by the existinz 
law entitled to demand relief, who are suffering from want to such an extent as to endanger 
health or life, notwithstanding every effort they can make to obtain the means of subsis- 
ence, and all the aid they are receiving from any quarter or source ? 

A. The board are not prepared to say that, up to this date, there have been such 
persons. 

Q. 2. Is there good reason to believe that there will be such persons as the season ai- 
vances? and if so, what is the greatest number of such persons that will be suffering from 
svint at any one time before next harvest, notwithstanding every exertion they can possibly 
dake to procure the means of subsistence ? 

«A. This board is certainly of opinion that destitution will press very hard upon many of 
the people before next harvest, and to such an extent as to endanger health. 

(). 3. What measures have been taken, or are proposed to be taken, by the parochial 
beard, with a view to provide for such an cmergency ? 

cL No new measures have been taken by this board,—the inspector of poor having 
always had, and exercised, discretionary power in relicving cases of extreme urgency, whether 
the applicants were by law entitled to relief or not. 


At CoLL, 15th April 1851. 


We are of opinion, that the cleemosynary rclicf afforded during the last four years, his 
relieved much misery and saved hfe; but that, on the whole, it has had a prejudicial etfect 
upon the character and habits of the people. We have no reason to believe that, except in 
a very few cases, Any persons misrepresented their circumstances with a view to participate 
in the relief. We are of opinion, that from last Whitsunday, there has been an increased 
disposition amongst the people to go elsewhere in quest of work. In September 1850, the 
number of cottar familics in this island was 132, and little change has taken place since. 
The whole popuiation of the tsland by the census just taken is 1123. The number of per- 
sons paying under L.5 of rent was 25, and from five to thirty pounds, 56. There is only 
one of the persons paying under L.5 who has not been on the relief lists of the committee. 
Of the tenants, there are only five paying from L.20 to L.30. The remainder, fifty-one, 
pay from L.8 to L.15. We are of opinion, that the smallest size of croft that will enables 
man to maintain his family and pay rent from the produce of the croft alone, is such a croft 
as is now let in Collat L.15. We are of opinion, that to enable a man to take such a croft, 
and reap his first crop free from debt, he would require to have capital to the extent of at 
least L.100; and that, of the persons now occupying land at L.d, and under, or who are 
not occupying land, there is no one in this island, except perhaps one or two, possessed of 
that amount of capital. We are of opinicn, that capital could not be so applied to agricultural 
improvement or otherwise in this island as to make a fair return to the capitalist, and at the 
saine time to provide a permanent subsistence for the whole of the present population. We 
are of opinion, that the island cannot be made self-sustaining, unless a portion of the pre 
sent population remove elsewhere ; and we have reason to believe that, if the means were 
provided to enable them to remove elsewhere, there are many persons who would em 
crate. 


(Signed) NEILL MLEAN, Zacksman, Crossbole. 
ARCHD. NICOL, Afinister, Free Church. 
ALEX. CAMPBELL, of Caolis, Coll. 
JOHN CAMPBELL, of Carnaig. 
JOHN MLEAN, Tenant, Obrilead. 





Rev. Archibald Nicol stated :— 


I am Free Church minister in the island of Coll, and I have been so for almost eight 
ears. I was eight years minister here previously. I know Mrs Campbell, residing at Bal- 
Jahaugh, wife of Donald Campbell. It is my confirmed belief that she has for the last two 
months been confined to bed by suffering, caused by want of food. Her husband is a cot- 


pas wee awww = oe ope eg fy, ~~» 
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tar and in delicate health. She has received occasional assistance from neighbours, and I = Arrgnpix (A.) 


have extended to her some little relief. I am not quite certain as to the number of her Exaninati 
children, but I believe it to be five. 7 a einer et 
(Signed) ARCHp. NICOL. gone 
; Rev. A. Nicol. 
15 April 1851. 





Mr Lachlan Johnstone stated —= 


I am inspector of the poor of Coll, and I have been so for about three years. Iam ac- Mr L. Johnstone. 
quainted with Donald Campbell, living at Ballahaugh, and with his wife. They have five 
children, one of whom is receiving relief to the amount of five pounds weight of meal per 
week. Mrs Campbell complained of being in delicate health in the beginning of winter; 
but continued to come five miles once a fortnight for the meal for her child. I learn from 
her husband that she has been laid up with sickness for some weeks, but I have not seen her 
during that time. Donald Campbell, the husband, appears to be a delicate man. He has 
lately been occupied in preparing some potato ground on his brother’s croft, on which he 
resides. Neither Donald Campbell nor his wife have applied to me for additional relief. 
His brother, on whose land he resides, pays L..30 of annual rent. The brother's family con- 
sists of nine persons. 


(Signed) LACHLAN JOHNSTONE. 





Neil M‘Lean, Esq., stated :-— 


Iam tacksman of Crossbole, and I have had a charge of all the meal sent to the island ay, wei) ‘Lean. 
for the relief of destitution. I know Donald Campbell and his wife, residing at Ballahaugh. ' 
They have been on my list of persons receiving relief since the first distribution of meal in 
December 1850. During that time they have received a quantity of meal varying from 
1041bs. to 28lbs. per week. I will furnish a note of the meal issued to this family in each 


_ week. 
(Signed) NEIL MLEAN. 


Nore of Quantity of meal given to Donald Campbell, Ballahaugh, and family, since 3d Note of Meal given 





December 1850, by Mr M‘Lean, Crossbole :— | to D. Campbe 
Ballahaugh. 
1850. _ 
December 3 ae ane sie sei 14 Ibs. 
a ae ~ as AG 14 ,, 
31 re sii ais zi 14, 
————- 42 lbs. 
1851. 
Janu 13 sae ave he ne 21 Ibs. 
ne 87 ~ ie es i 21 ,, 
————. 42 lbs. 
February 10 din dis ics re 21 Ibs. 
we D4 ae ms ae 21 ,, 
42 Ibs. 
March 10 xi sie Sui ae 21 lbs. 
a > ee i a bse 24, 
28 ha one “ial sis 18 , 
——— 63 lbs. 
April 4 se aie ay as 28 Ibs. 
a 11 ” fe ee ss 18 ,, 
46 lbs. 
In all, cee 235 lbs. 
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Examinations, An Account of the Quantity in bulk gallons of Whisky, sold or sent out by the 
Spirit Retailers in Long Island, Mull, Fort-William, Skye, Poolewe, and Inver. 





Quantity of Whi 
Cuantity of inte Ione gordon (now called Alness) districts, from the commencement of the year 1845 to its 
Island, é&c., during close : a 
1845 
Districts. Names of the Surveying Officers’ Stations. Whaty Boe of 
Tobermory Division, - ©  - 2,732 
Do. let ak oo - - 2,234 
Do. 2d Ride, - © -« 1,007 
Mull, - Do. 34 Ride - - - "160 
i Do. 4th Ride, - = - 1,046 
Do. 5th adi - *- -« 1,522 
Total - - 8,701 
aan illiam, 1st pe - - - 10,729 
0. 2d Ride, - = - 6,806 
Fort William, = - Do. 3d Ride, - ~ - 1,259 
Do. 4th Ride, - - - 7134 
Total, rs a 19,521 
Gairloch, 1st Ride, - - = - 629 
Do. 2d Ride, - - - - 670 
Poolewe,  - Do. 3d Ride,- - - . 1,062 
Do. 4thRide, - - - «. 4,320 
Total, = = 6,681 
Alness Division, - - - «| 2,482 
Invergordon, now ‘called Do. IstRid, - - .£ . 2,276 
€38, = Do. 2d Ride, = - ° 7,749 
Do. 3d Ride, - = = - 8,415 


Total, -  - 20,918 


Stornoway Division, - = - 5,763 
Do. Ist Ride, - - - 2,367 
Long Island, - Lochmaddy, IstRidey - - ~~ 686 
: Do. 2d Ride - - - 1,681 
Do.  3dRidy - - | 1,415 
Tota - = | 1912 
Portree Ride, - - - . «. 1,466 
Skye, - Broadford, 1st Ride, ee 2,501 
Do. 2d Ridy - - - 1,977 


Total, -  - 5,944 
a a ee 


THOMAS WEDDLE, 
Surveying General Examiner. 


Inland Revenue Office, 
May 22, 1851. 
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An Account of the Quantity in bulk Gallons of Whisky received by the Spirit-dealers in 
Mull, Fort-William, Poolewe, and Alness districts, in the year ending 5th Janu 


1851 ; and a like Account for Long Island and Skye districts, for the year ending 10 
October 1850. 














Districts. Names of the Surveying Officers’ Stations. Whiky Re civon 

Tobermory Division, - = - 2,269 
Do. Ist pe - = - 4,801 
Do. 2d Ride, - - - 1,076 
Mul,- - - Do. 3d Ride - - - "152 
Do. 4th Ride, - = -« 1,115 
Do. Sth Ride, - - - 799 
Total, = = 10,212 
Fort William Division, - - - 5,832 
Do. Ist Ride) - - - 9,144 
Fort William, - Do. 2d Ridew - - - 3,948 
Do. 8d Ride - - - 1,515 
Do. 4thRidey - - - 915 

Total - - 21,354 
Poolewe, aa Ride, - - - .} 1,303 
Do. 2d Ride, - - - 799 
Poolewe, -  - Do. 3d Rid, - - - -~ 2,759 
Do. 4th Ride, - - - - 4,247 
Total, = = 9,101 
Alness, 1st Division, 5,006 


Do. 2d Division, 

Do. 1st Ride, - 
Do. 2d Ride, - 
Do. 3d Ride, ~- 


Alness, - = 


Total, ad 


Do. 2d Ride, 
Do. 3d Ride, 
Stornoway, lst Ride, 
Do. 2d Ride, 


Long Island, - 


Total, - 


Portree Division, - 

Do. Ride, - - 
Broadfoot, lst Ride, 

Do. 2d Ride, - 


Skye, - - - 


| Lochmaddy, Ist Ride, 





Total, - 


THOMAS WEDDLE, Surveying General Examiner. 
Inland Revenue Office, May 22, 1851. 


Extract Lerrer from Mr. James WarTE, Supervisor of Long Island District, dated 
Stornoway, 19th May, 1851, to Sir Jonn M‘NEILL :-—~ 
“1, The Stornoway Ist and 2d Rides comprise the whole of the Lewis, or property of 
Sir James Matheson. 
“2. The Lochmaddy Ist Ride, the whole of Harris, with the adjacent islands. 


= 8. The Lochmaddy 2d Ride, the whole of North Uist and Benbecula, with the adjacent 
islands. 


“4, The Lochmaddy 3d Ride, the whole of South Uist and Barra, with the adjacent 


— islands.” 


Extract Lerrer from Mr Cnas. Morers, Supervisor of Skye District, to Sir Jonn 
M‘NEILL, dated 20th May, 1851. 


“ The part in my district belonging to the Mainland, is Broadford 2d Ride. 


; The other 
stations, Portree division Ride, and Broadford Ist Ride, are in Skye.” 


Appennix (A.) 
Examinations. 
uantity of Whisk 
Q eae all, 


imported into 
&c. during 1850-51. 


Appannix (B. ) 
Letters, &c. 


Mr Waddington to 
Mr Smythe. 
19 Oct. 1850. 


Sheriff Tytler to 
Lord-Advocate. 
7 Oct. 1850. 


Sheriff-substitute 
Shaw to Sheriff 
Tytler. 

30 Sept. 1850. 
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I.—LETTER from Mr Wappincton, dated October 19, 1850, enclosing Letter from 


Sheriff TyTLER, dated October 7, 1850, to the Lorp-ADVocarTE, transmitting Letter 
from Sheriff-substitute Saaw, dated September 30, 1850. 


Whitehall, 19¢h October 1850. 
Srz,—I am directed by Secretary Sir George Grey to transmit to you the enclosed copies 
of letters from the Sheriff substitute in the Long Island district of Inverness-shire, to the 
Sheriff of that county, and from the Sheriff to the Lord-Advocate, respecting the present 
condition and prospects of the inhabitants of that district ; and I am to request that you 
will submit the same to the Board of Supervision, and move them to favour Sir George 
Grey with their observations thereon.—I am, Sir, your obedient Servant, 
: 7 H. WADDINGTON. 
W. Smythe, Esq., Secretary to the Board of Supervision 
for Relief of the Poor, Edinburgh. 


| : : Aldourie, 7th October 1850, 

My DEAR Lorp,—I have received this morning the enclosed communication from my 
substitute in Long Island district of this county, Charles Shaw, W.S. 

He cannot be more at a loss than I am to imagine a remedy, in the power of govent- 
ment, for such a state of things as he anticipates ; but as the communication is made to me 
for the purpose of transmission to her Majesty’s government, I have the honour to en- 
close it to your Lordship.—I have the honour to be, &c. 


(Signed) WM. FRASER TYTLER. 
Right Honourable the Lord Advocate. : 


| Lochmaddy, 30th September 1850. 

My DEAR Sir,—The crisis which, for the last four years, I have looked forward to with 
very great dread, is, I grieve to say, now fast approaching. The large fund collected in 
1846-7 for the relief of highland destitution, is about to be exhausted, and the agent for 
the Glasgow section of the central board has just informed me, that the distribution of food, 
by the board, in my district, has finally ceased. The consequences that must unquestion- 
ably follow this event will be most disastrous, unless an immediate remedy he provided. It, 
therefore, becomes necessary that government be apprised of what is likely to happen, and 
of the general state and prospects of the inhabitants of these islands. 

It is quite unnecessary for me at present to enter into minute details, nor indeed am I 
in a position todo so. Perhaps it may almost suffice at once to say, that I believe the po- 
pulation are almost, in all respects, in a worse state than they were in 1846 when the potato 
disease began. The potatoes have this year failed as completely as they have done in any 
year since 1846. The oats are almost a total failure, and the bere crops are generally sup- 
posed to be inferior to those of last year. | 

The most destitute class are the cottars, able-bodied men and women, many of them 
having young families, who hold no lands of the proprietors, and who, while the potato 
flourished, got, either on account of relationship or in return for labour, a spot of land here 
and there, from the tenants, on which to plant potatoes. These have almost entirely sub- 
sisted, during the last four years, on the meal supplied from the destitute fund. As the 
land in possession of the tenants is now too limited for their own crops, few of the cottars 
put any crop into the ground during these years, and those who did so had no more than 
some weeks’ supply of food. Hence it follows, that many of this very numerous class are 
now quite destitute, and that all of them will be so before many weeks elapse. 

Next to these are the crofters, or tenants holding lands of the proprietors. The circum- 
stances of these vary very considerably, and their present supply of food in a great measure 
depends upon the extent and quality of their crofts. Where these consist of the worst de- 
scription of soil, the tenants have but a few weeks’ provision; others have what will last 
them for a few months; and, I believe, a very small number have a year’s supply. 

The whole population have, as a necessary consequence of the famine, become much 
poorer than they were four years ago. The cottar class have, with rare exceptions, nothing. 
Many of the tenants are in the same position, and all of them are much reduced. 

The source from which a large proportion of these people have derived their food, for 
the last four years, being now withdrawn, and no other having taken its place, it is very 
obvious, that there is no alternative but that they must die of want, unless food is provided 
in some other way. How this is to be done is a question on which I will not venture to enter. 
I have done my duty by drawing your attention, and, through you, that of the government, 
to the prospects of these people. I might have delayed it for a little longer, till I could 
have had it in my power to detail some harrowing cases of distress ; but I felt that I would 
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have been incurring a heavy responsibility had I done so; and I only fear that there is 
already too little time to provide against the trying time that is evidently fast coming on. 


(Signed) C. SHAW. 


—J have the honour to be, &c., 


William Fraser Tytler, Esq. of Balnain, &c. &c. 





2.—LETTER from Sscretary Boarp of Supervision to Mr Wanpincron, dated 
October 23, 1850. 


Board of Supervision, Edinburgh, 25th October 1850. 

I have submitted to the Board of Supervision your letter of the 19th instant, with the 
enclosed copies of letters from the Sheriff-substitute in the Long Island district of Inver- 
ness-shire, to the Sheriff of that county, and from the Sheriff to the Lord-Advocate, 
respecting the present condition and prospects of the inhabitants of that district. 

I am directed by the Board to state, for the information of Secretary Sir George Grey, 
that while they lament the alarming prospect of distress in the Long Island announced by 
Mr Shaw in his letter of the 30th September, they see no reasan to doubt the accuracy of 
that gentleman’s information ; and they fear that the condition of Skye, and some other 
islands, is nearly similar to that of the ane Island as described by Mr Shaw. He states 
that in his district, which includes Harris, North and South Uist, Benbecula, Barra, and 
the small islands adjacent, “the potatoes have this year failed as completely as they have 
done in any year since 1846,” that ‘the oats are almost a total failure,” and that “the 
bere crops are generally supposed to be inferior to those of last year.” In this state of 
things, he anticipates urgent distress, amounting to famine, as a consequence of the cessa- 
tion of that eleemosynary assistance on which great numbers of the population, including 
nearly ali the cottars and many of the smaller crofters, have subsisted for the last four 


ears, 

The failure of the potatoes and the dearth of other food in 1846 was a calamity for which 
neither the proprietors nor the people were prepared. The government and the public 
promptly interposed to avert its immediate consequences, and the liberal subscriptions then 
raised have sufficed during four successive years, in which the potato crops have continually 
failed, to provide food for the destitute portion of the able-bodied population and their 
dependents. The years 1849 and 1850 have been seasons of unusual abundance and 
cheapness, accompanied by full employment in all the departments of industry and labour. 
Yet Mr Shaw “believes that the population” (of the Long Island) ‘are almost, in all 
respects, In a worse state than they were in 1846, when the potato disease began,” and 
when the eleemosynary aid commenced. There is no reason, therefore, to believe that the 
continuance of such relief would place the people in a better condition to maintain them- 
selves. The result of the experiment that has been made would lead to the opposite con- 
clusion—that to continue eleemosynary aid would still further depress the condition of the 
population, and perpetuate their dependence on other means of subsistence than those which 
their own labour can provide. 

It seems to be ascertained and admitted by all parties in the district, that the inhabitants 
of the Long Island, and of some other islands and districts, greatly exceed the number that 
can be permanently, or in other words profitably, employed on the lands they inhabit, 
under the present system of management, or perhaps under any system that could be 
devised; but the pressure of four years of distress, relieved as it has been by the liberality 
of the publio and by the proprietors, has not been sufficient to remove any considerable 
part of this population, either in search of permanent employment in other parts of this 
country, or as emigrants to the colonies, Where the proprietors have sought to diminish 
the pressure of the population upon the means of subsistence, by issuing notices of removal, 
accompanied by offers of liberal assistance to emigrate, they have generally been met by 
sullen refusal or turbulent resistance, and by clamorous complaints of injustice. Where 
they have endeavoured to promote emigration by persuasion and offers of aid, they have 
generally been unsuccessful, or their success has been too limited to afford any perceptible 
relief. ‘The eleemosynary aid provided by the liberality of the public, though administered 
under stringent regulations and with remarkable ability, while it has no doubt for a time averted 
much misery, has also, by relieving it at home, counteracted the tendency of the prevailing 
distress to compel the removal of the redundant population to other countries, or to other 
parts of this country, where the wages of their labour might have sufficed for their support, 
and has therefore impeded the operation of the only effectual and permanent remedy for the 
evils from which the people are suffering. 

If these considerations should deter her Majesty’s government and the public from at- 
tempting to continue or renew eleemosynary assistance, such as has been afforded for the 
ast four years, the immediate relief of the impending destitution must be provided for by 
the local authorities, from local resources. 

Although the able-bodied unemployed poor have not in Scotland a right to demand relief, 
parochial boards are authorised by statute to apply, at their discretion, the funds raised by 
assessment to the temporary relief of the occasional poor, including able-bodied persons who 
are destitute. There is, therefore, in every parish a fund, limited only by the ability of 
the rate-payers, which the parochial board may apply to the relief of destitution amongst 
the able-bodied poor. It appears to the Board that the fund thus provided by statute is 
the source from which the poor of this class ought, when it is necessary, to be relived in 
the first instance; and that it is only after exhausting the largest amount of assessment 
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which the proprietors and tenants, or other rate-payers, are able to pay, that a parish is ing 
condition to prefer a claim for aid from the public. It is probable that in some or all of 
the parishes in Long Island the local funds would be found insufficient permanently to meet 
the demands upon them, unless the population should be reduced in number by emigration: 
but, in the first instance, the responsibility of properly exercising the discretion entrusted 
to them by the statute, will rest with the parochial boards, who are empowered to raise and 
apply the funds necessary for the temporary relief of all persons who are destitute in the 
parish. 

There is reason to believe that, since they have ceased to expect further assistance from 
the fund raised by subscription, the reluctance of the people to emigrate has greatly 
diminished, and will probably be altogether overcome by a just appreciation of the hope- 
lessness of their prospects in their present position. How far it may be possible for her 
Majesty's government with safety to give direct aid to emigration, or to what extent faci. 
lities for that purpose could safely be offered, are questions on which it is not for this Board 
to offer an opinion; but, looking to the probability that the local funds may fail, and to the 
deterioration in the circumstances and condition of the people now in progress, the Board 
ventures respectfully to suggest these questions for the early consideration of her Majesty's 
government.—I am, Sir, your obedient Servant, . 
(Signed) W. SMYTHE, Secretary. 
H. Waddington, Esq., Home Office, Whitehall. 





8.—LETTER, Mr WappincTon to Crown-AGENT, Edinburgh, dated October 31, 1850. 


Whitehall, 31st October 1850. 

S1r,—I have laid before Secretary Sir George Grey your letter of the 15th instant, e- 
closing copies of letters from the Sheriff-substitute in the Long Island District of Inverney- 
shire to the Sheriff of that county, and from the Sheriff to the Lont-Advorate on the subject 
of the present condition and prospects of the inhabitants of that district; and I am to 
acquaint you that Sir George Grey has referred your letter and its enclosures to the Board 
of Supervision, and has received from the Board a reply, a copy of which is enclosed for the 
information of the Lord-Advocate. In the opinion expressed in that letter Sir George 
concurs; and with regard to emigration, he would suggest that application should be made 
to the Colonial Land and Emigration Commissioners, by whom the fullest information wil 


readily be furnished.—I am, &c., 
H. WADDINGTON. 
J. C. Brodie, Esq., Crown-Agent, Edinburgh. 





4.—LETTER from Mr Wappineton, dated December 30, 1850, transmitting Lette 
from MACLEoD of Macleod, dated December 2, 1850. 


Whitehall, 30th December 1850. 
Srr,—I am directed by Secretary Sir George Grey to transmit to you, for the information 
of the Board of Supervision for the Relief of the Poor in Scotland, a copy of a letter re 
ceived from Macleod of Macleod, respecting the present state and future prospects of the 
eople in the Isle of Skye, together with a copy of Sir George Grey's reply thereto—l 
have the honour to be, Sir, your obedient Servant, 
H. WADDINGTON. 


The President of the Board of Supervision, 
Edinburgh. 


5, Albert Road,*Glo’ster Gate, Regent’s Park, 
2d December 1850. 

Srr,—Within the last few days, I have received letters from the Western Highlands of 
Scotland respecting the present state and future prospects of the people in the Isle of Skye; 
and as these letters are written by persons on whose opinion and judgment I place great 
reliance, I am led to consider the information they contain of sufficient importance to justify 
me in submitting a short account of their contents, and a brief statement founded upon 
them, for your consideration. 

The letters themselves it is unnecessary I should dwell upon, or quote at length. Dr 
vested of allusions to the failure of potatoes in previous years, and of the hopes that hed 
been raised of a return to plenty in the present, the substance of the different communications 
is, that the potatoes are rotting fast away, and that the grain crops have proved of inferior 
quality, and deficient in quantity. By the month of February, or h next at latest, 1 8 
stated that the people will be without any food, and the greatest destitution is likely the 
to prevail. The price of both cattle and sheep having fallen very low, the capital of thos 
possessing any is reduced in value, and their stock during the winter is incenvertible; while 
the local labour is inadequate to the employment of but a very emall proportion of the able- 
bodied men. ; 

To these statements, the intimate knowledge I obtained, during many years’ residence 
Skye, of the country and its people (the two last being famine years), enables me to add, 
that the present population cannot, without potatoes, be maintained by the produce of the 
land. Some persons believe that the tillage of the soil might be extended, and com pr 
duced sufficient to maintain even a larger body of persons. 
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Capital might undoubtedly be devoted to this object, but not profitably; and, taking into 
seonideration the humidity of the climate, I feel justified in expressing a very confident 
opinion, that the island is adapted only for a grazing district, and, aeccite. that no demand 
is ever likely to exist for continuous agricultural labour. 

Emigration consequently appears to be the only way by which the population can be 

rmanently rescued from the danger of a constantly recurring destitution; and as the scale 
on which this must be done is greater than an impoverished people can themselves accom- 
plish, a general expectation appears to exist that the government will be ultimately induced 
to come forward with some measure of assistance. This expectation appears to be founded,— 

1st, On the belief that the kelp trade, which promoted an increase of population, was 
destroyed by a legislative enactment, and that a claim against government thus arose for 
the injury it had occasioned. 

2d, On the general feeling that unmerited misfortune must meet with assistance and 
sympathy, not to maintain it in idleness, but to place it in a position where industry may 
insure a comfortable and independent living. 

3dly, On the fact, that the destitute population of Scotch Highlanders is not so numerous 
but that their relief could be accomplished without any considerable expense; for, to convey 
the whole body to Canada or the United States, would not cost one-twentieth part of the 
gum devoted to the necessities of the Irish people in their famine, and yet be a more per- 
manent benefit. 

But from whatever causes the expectation of assistance from government arises, it pre- 
vails extensively; and it is to this point I am particularly desirous of calling your attention, 
because, if it should prove that the government have no measure of relief in contemplation 
for these people, the time of their need will arrive, and find the country wholly unprepared 
to meet the famine which must ensue. 

I find, from the report of the destitution board, to whom the money and meal collected 
in 1846-7 was entrusted for distribution, that, out of 24,000 persons, composing the popu- 
lation of the Isle of Skye, no fewer than 14,741 obtained relief in meal, and that at a time 
when very large donations were received and distributed by the clergy and others. This 
number was subsequently reduced, under the most stringent labour-tests, to 8000, and 
afterwards to between 5000 and 6000. 

I observe, also, from the last report of the Board of Supervision for the relief of the poor, 
that the number of persons on the registered poor-roll in Skye, being those totally unfit for 
any kind of labour, and for whose sustenance the parochial boards have at present alone to 
provide, amounts to 842. 

Provision, therefore, will have to be made for a much larger number of recipients, prob- 
ably ten times more than the poor-lists contain. 

his provision it will require some time (six weeks or two months at least) to procure, 
as there are no supplies of imported food stored—there being, indeed, fewer stores of meal 
now than in 1846-7, when the government judged it expedient to place large quantities for 
sale in central harbours of the Hebrides. 

From these circumstances, I would beg leave to submit for your consideration the urgent 
necessity of stating, in a manner not to be misunderstood, whether the government con- 
templates introducing any measure of relief, by emigration or otherwise, for the Highland- 
ers of Scotland. If it is intended to limit assistance to loans for the erection of poor- 
houses, and that the only reply will be a reference to the decision given in the third report 
of the Board of Supervision, page 8, viz., ‘“‘ That the able-bodied poor, who cannot obtain 
employment, are to be maintained as occasional poor by the parochial boards,”’ it will be of 
the utmost importance that these parochial boards should at once be made aware what is 
expected of them ; that, if the rate-payers are alone and unassisted to bear the burden, 
and the landlords and tenants, most of them already ruined by their exertions in former 
years, are to be entirely borne down by an overwhelming mass of destitute people, they 
should at least know their fate sufficiently soon, so that they may lose no time in providing 
themselves with poor-houses, as tests of real destitution, and that they may, so long as their 
means shall last, endeavour to prevent, by timely arrangements, the deaths from starvation, 
which, without such precautions, must inevitably ensue.—I have, &c. 

(Signed) MACLEOD, of Macleod. 

Right Hon. Sir George Grey, Bart. 


Whitehall, 7th December 1850. 

Sir,—I am directed by Secretary Sir George Grey to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter of the 2d inst., and to express his great regret at the information it contains as to the 
present state and future prospects of the people of the Isle of Skye. Sir George Grey is 
hot aware of the existence of any sufficient grounds to justify the expectation which you 
state to prevail extensively of assistance from the government—an expectation which, he 
fears, can only lead to disappointment, and te the neglect of the ordinary means of relief, 
to which it is most important that recourse should be had. 

That expectations of a somewhat similar nature have been received from other parts of 
the Western Highlands; but it is not in Sir George Grey’s power to hold out any hope 
that the population, which for the last several years has been largely assisted by charitable 
subscriptions, can now be maintained by grants of public money—the effect of such aid 

g apparently not to effect any permanent improvement in the condition of the people, 
but donee to generate and perpetuate a feeling of dependence on extraneous and precarious 
assistance. | 
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With regard to emigration, as a means of relieving the distress, I am directed to inform 
you that there are no funds at the disposal of the government applicable to this purpow, 
except those administered under the superintendence of the emigration committees, 
whom any information will no doubt readily be given, if asked for, as to the description 
of persons eligible to receive assistance from their funds in emigrating to one of the Au- 


tralian colonies.—I have, &c. 
H. WADDINGTON. 
The Macleod of Macleod. 





§.—LETTER from Mr WanppincTon, dated January 1, 1851, with Letter from Sherif 
Substitue FRAsER to Sir GEORGE GREy, dated Dec. 26, 1850, enclosing Minute of 
Meeting held at Portree, December 24, 1850. 


Whitehall, 1s January 1851. 

S1r,—I am directed by Secretary Sir George Grey to transmit to you the enclosed copy 
of a letter from Mr Fraser, Sheriff-Substitute of the island of Skye, transmitting a copy of 
the minutes of a meeting of the heritors, justices of the peace, clergy, and others connected 
with that island, held on the 24th ultimo, respecting the present condition and future pros 
pects of the inhabitants of the island; and I am to request that you will submit the same 
to the Board of Supervision for the relief of the poor in Scotland, and move the Board to 
favour Sir George Grey with a report on the state of the district in question, and as to the 
means of rendering its resources available for the relief of its inhabitants.—I am, &c., 


H. WADDINGTON, 
The Secretary to the Board of Supervision, 
Edinburgh, 


P.S.—I am to request that the copy of the minutes enclosed may be returned to Sr 
George Grey. 


Mossbank, Portree, 26th December 1850, 
S1r,—By instructions of a meeting of the magistrates, clergy, resident gentlemen of 
Skye, held here on Tuesday, I have the honour of transmitting to you enclosed a copy of 
the minutes of their meeting, containing the resolutions adopted regarding the alarming cot- 
dition and prospects of the people of the island.—I am, Kc., 
T. FRASER, Sheriff-Substitute of Skye. 
Right Hon. Sir George Grey, Bart. 


At a meeting of the Heritors, Justices of the Peace, Clergy, and Others connected with the 
Island of Skye, called by the Sheriff-Substitute by public advertisement, in sa 
with a requisition addressed to him by several gentlemen of the island, and held a 
Portree, on Tuesday, 24th December 1850,— 


Present,—Mr Thomas Fraser, Sheriff-Substitute of Skye; Mr Martin of Glendale, JP.; 
Mr M‘Leod of Orbost, J.P.; Mr M‘Askill, Rhuindunan, J.P.; Mr M‘Leod, Kingsburgh, 
J.P.; Mr John Stewart, Cindrach; Mr Norris, Ullinish, J.P.; Mr M‘Kinnon, Kyle; Mr 
H. M‘Kinnon, Kyle; Rev. A. Martin of Snizort ;; Rev. D. S. M‘Eachern, Free Church of 
Portree; Mr Harry M‘Donald, writer, Portree; Mr Donald M‘Kenzie, Proc.-Fiscal; 
Mr C.S. Gordon, North of Scotland Bank ; Dr Ferguson, Dunvegan; Dr M‘Leod, Portree; 
Mr G. R. Lauder, Sheriff-clerk depute. | 


The Sheriff having been called to the chair, and the requisition and advertisement read, 
the chairman read to the meeting a note which he had received from Lord Macdonald, 
regretting his inability to attend, and expressing his interest in the object of the meeting. 
He also read a letter from Mr Rainy of Raasy, expressing his cordial concurrence 1 the 
objects of the meeting, regretting his unavoidable absence, representing the state of the 
population on his estate, and suggesting—as a means of affording immediate relief by cant 
ing the people, and of opening up the resources of the country—that government should 
extend to the proposed railway to Oban, assistance similar to that given to railways in 
land; and representing extensive emigration, under the auspices and with the aid of gover 
ment, as the best means of permanently remedying the miserable condition of the country. 
Letters from Mr M‘Kinnon of Corry, and Mr Gibbons, Ebost, to nearly the same effect 
were also read, as well as a communication to the chairman from Mr Bond, secretary to the 
Royal Patriotic Society, and a letter from Mr William Stewart, the agent at Inverness for 
Col. Gordon of Cluny. | 

The chairman having addressed the meeting as to the wretched and alarming condition 
of the people, and the urgent necessity that existed for the adoption of measures to avert 
the threatened destitution; and the other gentlemen present having made statements 88 t0 
the condition and prospects of the people in their respective districts, the following resolu- 
tions were moved, discussed, and unanimously adopted :— 

1. That the disease in the potato crop in Skye thie season, up to the time when they 
were lifted, produced a loss in some districts of seven-eights of the crop, and in none of less 
than one-eighth, and that it has made considerable progress since the potatoes were pit 
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or housed; that the corn crop, though its results in Skye are comparatively of little import- 
ance, is deficient in the quantity secured and in its quality, to the extent of one-third; and 
that the depreciation in the price of cattle, which constitutes the only convertible property 
of the crofters, amounts to at least 50 per cent. from the prices current at the time when 
the potato famine commenced in 1846. : 

2. That there is already much suffering among the cottars and small crofters, arising from 
the scarcity of food, while there is every reason to fear that unless relief be speedily afforded, 
the scarcity among the classes referred to will soon amount to actual famine, extending over 
the whole class of cottars and the greater number of the smaller crofters. ‘That the scarcity 
of food and danger of famine are now little less than they were in 1846; for, though the 
price of provisions 1s much diminished, the proportion of the population destitute of the 
means to purchase has greatly increased—many of the people having become pauperised by 
converting their stock into food before they became recipients of relief; and there being 
now much less demand for labour at home or in the south than there was in 1846, and a 
greater inability, on the part of proprietors and tenants, to afford employment in the island, 
than at any previous time. 

3. That the resources of the district, though taxed to the uttermost, are inadequate to the 
task of averting the destitution thus threatened; that the attempt to relieve it from the 
parochial funds, would not only be unsuccessful in attaining its object, but injurious in its 
operation and effects, by increasing pauperism in the district; the immense numerical 
majority of the rate-payers being themselves but little above the pressure of want, and 
utterly unable to pay the greatly increased rates which such a scheme would render neces- 
sary ; that the destitution in Skye can no longer be regarded as an occasional and tempor- 
ary, but as a permanent calamity, which may be expected to endure as long as the cause 
which produced it—the potato failure -- continues, or until systematic measures of amelioration 
have been carried into effect to put the population into a condition to support themselves 
without potatoes; and that to throw the burthen of relieving destitution upon the poor- 
rates, would be in effect to subject the country to all the disadvantages and dangers of an 
able-bodied poor-law, without the machinery for carrying it into beneficial operation, and 
without any safeguard whatever from the evil consequences that are generally apprehended 
from it. 

4. That in these circumstances, the magistrates, clergymen, and resident gentlemen of 
Skye, assembled at this meeting, conceive that a very serious responsibility would rest upon 
them, if they were not thus most respectfully, but most urgently, to direct the attention of 
her Majesty’s government to the alarming state of the island; and to the absolute necessity 
that, m their apprehension, exists for measures of immediate relief, and ultimate ameliora- 
tion; the first being indispensable to avert the famine now threatening the people, and the 
latter to put an end to the lamentable and humiliating state of things, that thus renders 
necessary such repeated appeals for public aid. 

5. That while the meeting lament the necessity for making this appeal, after the large 
expenditure of money contributed by the public in aid of the Highland population, they 
deem it right to remind the public, that this expenditure in Skye, was in a great measure 
devoted not to the improvement of the country, or the permanent amelioration of the con- 
dition of the people, but merely to the relief of the existing destitution, by supplying the 
people with rations of food in return for labour, in most instances only useful as a test of 
destitution ; and that though four successive years of potato failure have clapsed, no mea- 
sure has yet been adopted, either by the legislature or government, to avert the more than 
probable recurrence of destitution on the exhaustion of the relief fund. 

6. That it is the opinion of this meeting, that the present population of Skye, of whom 
more than one-half consists of cottars having no land, and crofters whose lots are too small 


to afford them either sufficient employment or food, cannot be supported independently of 


the potato crop on the island in its present condition, the population being now probably 
not less than 27,000, and the whole rental of the island only about L.24,000; and that, 
taking into account the obstacles which the climate offers to the successful prosecution of 
agriculture, it is not probable, that the island can be made capable of supporting its present 
population by any extent of remuncrative land improvement, though the meeting are at the 
same time of opinion, that by the judicious reclamation of waste land, and still more by the 
improvement of land already in cultivation, the capability of Skye for affording employment 
and food to its population might be considerably increased. 

7. That the most obvious, and apparently the best, means of remedying the evils under 
which the country now labours are, in the first place, an emigration sufficiently extensive 
to reduce the population to that number which the island can support; andsecondly, works 
of improvement in draining, trenching and otherwise, to increase the food-producing capa- 
bilities of the country, and, by affording employment for the remaining population, to im- 
prove and elevate their social position. 

8. That the landed proprietors of Skye are unable to provide funds either for emigration 
or for extensive Iand improvement, and that however desirous they and their larger tenants 
may be, to afford employment and relief to the people, they have not the means of doing 
80; and it is in these circumstances, that the meeting express their hope, that government 
aid to avert the threatened destitution, and to effect the remedial mensures above suggested, 
or such equivalent measures as may be approved of, will not be withheld. 

9. That while the meeting are reluctant to obtrude their opinion as to the conditions on 
which the required aid may be best extended, they venture to express their hope, that the 
relief given may be by affording remunerative employment, and not by ministering alms ; 
and secondly, — some guarantee may be afforded to the public, that the proposed emigra- 
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tion shall be accompanied by.such amelioration of the condition of the remaining population, 
as may place them above the reach of general destitution in future. 
10. That as one menns of. providing employment, and at the same time of aiding the 
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able consideration of the suggestion of government aid to the formation of the railway to 
Oban ; and as the results of expenditure under the Drainage Act in Skye, cannot be equally 
advantageous with a similar expenditure in districts having a climate more favourable to 
agriculture, it be respectfully suggested, that a grant be made to the effect of enabling pTo- 
prietors and tenants in the distressed West Highland districts, to obtain advances for 
draining &c., on terms more favourable than those provided in the Drainage Act. 

11. That a committee—consisting of the chairman; Mr M‘Askill, Rhuindunan; Mr M‘Lend, 
Kingsburgh; Mr M‘Kinnon, Corry; the Rev. Mr Martin, and Messrs M‘Donald and M‘Kensie 
Portree,—be appointed, three to be a quorum, and the chairman convener, to do what may 
be required in furtherance of the objects of the meeting ;. and that the chairman be requested 
to communicate these resolutions to the Right Honourable the Secretary of State for the 
Home Department. 

Thereafter, Mr M‘Askill having been called to the chair, the thanks of the meeting were 
‘unanimously voted to the Sheriff, for calling the meeting, and for his conduct in the chair, 

(Signed) T. FRASER, Preses, 





6.—EXTRACT MINUTE of Boarp of Supervision, 16th January 1851. 


A letter from Mr Waddington, dated 13th January 1851, with enclosed copy letter, dated 
4th January, from Mr Fraser, sheriff-substitute of Skye, as to the local resources of the 
yarish of Portree, was read. 

The Board having again taken into consideration the call made upon them by Sir George 
Grey, to furnish him with a report on the state of Skye, and other districts in the Westen 
Ifighlands and Islands, and as to the means of rendering the local resources available for 
the relicf of the inhabitants, resolved that it was expedient that one of their members should 
be appointed to inquire into and report to the Board on this matter; and in pursuance of 
the 10th section of the Poor-Law Amendment Act (8 and 9 Vict. c. 83), the Board au 
thorised and empowered, for six weeks, Sir John M‘Neill, G.C.B., Chairman of the Board, 
to conduct a special inquiry into the administration of the laws for the relief of the poor in 
the Western Iighlands and Islands, or in such districts thereof as to him may scem most 
advisable, and specially into the condition of the inhabitants of that portion of Scotland, 
the amount of the local resources, and the means of rendering them available for the relief 
of the inhabitants; and the Board further resolved that Mr W. A. Peterkin, one of the 
clerks of this Board, should accompany Sir John M‘Neill as his clerk. 





7.—LETTER from Mr Wappineron, dated January 13, 1851, enclosing copy of further 
Letter from Mr Fraser, Sheriff-substitute of Skye. 


Whitchall, 13th January 1801. 
Sirn,—With reference to my letter of the Ist instant, I am directed by Secretary Sir 
George Grey to transmit to you, to be laid before the Board of Supervision, the enclosed 
copy of a further letter from Mr Fraser, Sheriff-substitute of the Island of Skye, in refer- 
ence to the extent of the local resources of that island for the support of its poor—I am, 


Sir, your obedient servant, 
H. WADDINGTON. 
The Secretary to the Board of Supervision, 
E-dinburch. 


Mossbank, Portree, 4th January 1801. 
S1r,—I have had the honour of receiving your letter of 1st instant, acknowlodging re- 
ceipt of the minutes of the Skye meeting of 24th ultimo, and intimating that Sir George 
Grey had addresscd a communication on the subject to the Board of Supervision, in order 
to obtain further information as to the state of the district, and the extent of its local re 
sources. 
With reference to the latter point, and as explanatory of the grounds of the 3d resolution 
in the minutes, perhaps I may be permitted to state the result of an examination, whieh 
_I recently had occasion to make, of the assessment-roll of this parish. I would not pre- 
sume to do this, but that I think it not improbable that the Board of Supervision may 20 
_ be possessed of the analysis of the roll which I am about to communicate, and which, perhaps, 
_Sir George Grey may find useful in forming an opinion of the extent of local resources. 
The parish of Portree, by the census of 1841, contained a population of 3574. The 
‘ assessment for the current year, for the support of the poor, amounted only to 1.600; 
_xaise which sum a rate of assessment of 3s. 4d. in the pound sterling was required,—on¢ 
half being payable by proprietors, and the other by occupants. Of the latter class of rete- 
_payers,. there are only twenty-three individuals rated on rentals amounting to. L.20. avd 
" upwards, and forty-nine rated on rentals amounting to L.10. and below [..20; while there 


a 


bel 


imme, 


LETTERS, ETC. 147 


are 115 rated on rentals amounting to L.5, but below ‘I..10, and 209 whose rentals are 


below L.5.—I have, &c., 
(Signed) T. FRASER, 
Sherif-substitute of Skye. 
H. Waddington, Esq. 





8.—LETTER from the Crowx-Acent, dated January 16, 1851, enclosing Letter from 
Sheriff of Inverness, dated January 13, 1851, transmitting Letter from Inspector of 
Poor, Barra, to Sheriff-substitute Suaw, dated December 12, 1851. 


Edinburgh, 16th Janwary 1851. 
Str,—I am desired by crown counscl to transmit to you, for the information of the 
Board of Supervision, the enclosed copy of a letter which I have reccived from Mr Tytler, 
sheriff of Inverness-shire, dated the 13th instant ; and copy of a letter dated the 12th ult, 
addressed by Mr Kenneth Kerr, interim inspector of poor, Barra, to Mr Charles Shaw, 
sheriff-substitute of the Long Island district of Inverness-shire, respecting the state of pau- 
perism in the parish of Barra.—I am, Sir, your obedient servant, 
JOHN A. BRODIE. 
William Smythe Esq., Secretary of the Board of Supervision. 


Copy Letter from the Sheriff of Inverness-shire to the Crown-Agent. 


Aldourie, 13th January 1851. 

Dear Sirn,—My communications from my substitute of the Long Island district of this 
country, continue to present the same gloomy accounts of the state of destitution, both in 
Uist and Barra, as those I have formerly transmitted to you, for the information of the 
Lord-Advocate. The enclosed is a copy of a letter from the inspector of the poor in the 
parish of Barra, in reply to a letter from Mr Shaw, communicating to the poor’s board of 
that parish Mr Smythe’s letter to the Home Office. 

I greatly fear that, unless some great and comprehensive scheme of emigration is at pre- 
sent under the consideration of government, the state of these unhappy islands must as- 
sume a more disastrous aspect ere the spring months are over; and, indeed, much sooner, 
unless some interim provision is made for them.—I am, Dear Sir, very respectfully yours, 

(Signed) Wma. FRASER. TYTLER. 

J.C. Brodie, Esq., Crown-Agent. 


Copy Letter referred to in preceding. 


Castlebay, Barra, 12th December 1850. 

Siz,—TI have this day had a conference with the members of our parochial board, after 
sending them a requisition to attend, for the purpose of considering your letter of date 18th 
ultimo, respecting the actual and prospective state of the population of this parish. 

After going over the roll of ratepayers, in number 240, they find that 50 of these are at 
this moment in a state of utter destitution, and that it will be a matter of great difficulty to 
recover from the rest the amount of rates still necessary to aliment the paupers presently 
upon the roll, until the 14th of May next, when our financial year closes. 

The present assessment is two shillings and fourpence per pound sterling, equally levied 
on proprietor and tenant, and ere the arrears of this year’s rate can be paid out of last 
crop, many more of the rate-payers will be reduced to a state of destitution little better than 
that of the fifty already mentioned.. 


Every week our parochial difficulties increase, owing to demands from other localities for 


relief to occasional poor, whose parish of settlement is Barra ; and nearly one-half of the 
rates for two years previous to 14th May 1850 1s still due to the parties who supplied the 
board with the means of alimenting paupers, and paying all other demands. How this 
amount, with the current year’s balance of assessment, is to be recovered, is indeed difficult 
to say, as many are these years in arrears, and were legal steps adopted against them, 
their whole means would, instead of increasing the funds of the parochial board, do little 
more than pay the expense of process. 

Under all these circumstances, the members were unanimously of opinion, that it is im- 
possible to levy a hicher rate of assessment than is already imposed, and as to taking any 
new recipients for parochial aid on the roll, it is utterly impracticable, since, in addition to 
the fifty families already referred to, there are 134 families of the cottar class without either 
land or means. 

At the end of harvest, the whole amount of crop stored in this island, among a population 
of about 2300 souls, was four hundred and sixty-three bolls of grain, from which it will ap- 
pear, that to sustain life the whole of what would otherwise be reserved for sowing seed 
must be consumed, and the few cattle which some of the crofters still possess slaughtered, 
unless assistance on a very large scale be afforded, either by government or other extrane- 
ous sources. 

_ Lalso state it to be the unanimous opinion of the members of the board, that the popula- 
tion should be reduced by emigration to what it actually was previous to the potatoes be- 
coming a staple article of food. It appears from authentic documents, that the population 
in 1750 amounted to 1285 souls; but in consequence of land being destroyed by sand 
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drift, it had decreased to 1150 in 1755, many being obliged to leave the island then from 
Arrenpix (B.) _ destitution much like the present. 

These facte, well recollected in the parish, are vouched for by the accounts given by Pro- 
Ss fessor Walker of Edinburgh, who, in his Economical History of the Hebrides (holding, to 
Mr K. Kerr to Some extent, the fallacious views so long entertained as to the benefits arising from the 
Sheriff-Substitute tato culture), says, ‘In the Island of Barra, potatoes were first planted in the year 1759, 

Shaw. They were introduced here and in other places very opportunely, where a great deal of the 
12 Feb. 1851. est soil had lately been rendered unserviceable, by the progress of the sand drift.” 

In expressing the sense of the board on this subject, it is almost unnecessary for me to 
recall to your recollection the fact, that this root is no longer available as an article of food 
here, although during the last four years every effort has been made, by change of seed and 
ground, toensure acrop. Along with this, the withdrawal of the protective duties on ba- 
rilla, which ruined the kelp manufacturing, the disappearance of the herrings from our 
coast and bays, and the comparative unproductiveness of the white fishing, together with 
the low price of black cattle, have brought the island to a state fearful to contemplate. 
These are the views which the board instructed me to convey to you; and I have the honour 


to be, &e., &e., | 
(Signed) KENNETH KERR, 
Interim Inspector of Poor. 





Letters, &c. 


To Charles Shaw, Esq. Sheriff-substitute of 
Long Island, Lochmaddy. 





8.—LETTER from Mr WappincTon, dated January 27, 1851, enclosing Letter from 
Rev. ANGuS MarTIN, dated January 21, 1851. 


Whitehall, 27¢h January 1851. 
Mr Waddington to | SiR,—IJ am directed by Secretary Sir George Grey to transmit to you the enclosed letter 
Sir John M‘Neill. of the Rev. Angus Martin, representing the destitute condition of certain inhabitants of the 
27 Jan. 1851. Western Highlands and Islands of Scotland, and making application for a grant from gover 
ment for their relief.—I have the honour to be, Sir, your obedient Servant, 


H. WADDINGTON. 
Sir John M‘Neill, G.C.B., &e. &e. Ke., Edinburgh. 


P.S.—A letter from Mr Mulock, and a copy of the “ Northern Ensign” of the 23d mst, 
are also enclosed. 


Snizort Manse, by Portree, 21st January 1851. 
Rey. A. Martin to Sr1Rr,—TI conceive it to be my duty, as minister of this parish, to bring the condition of its 
Sir George Grey. destitute inhabitants under your notice. 

21 Jan. 1851. There are already many families in this parish without food, or any means to provide it; 
and many more will be in the same unfortunate condition, if not assisted, in the course of a 
few wecks. I need not describe particular cases of distress which have come under my 
observation in visiting my parishioners, nor is it necessary that I should state the causes of 
the calamity with which the West Highlands are annually visited, as I am aware you are 
already in possession of the most ample information. My object in addressing you, is to 
request, in the most humble and most earnest manner, that the government grant immediate 
relief; and to assure you, unless this is done, the consequences will be, in many instances, 
truly painful. Death from starvation must be the inevitable result if we are denied extrane- 
ous aid, as we have no available local resources of any kind. Already the poor-rates are #8 
hich as four per cent. on a mere nominal rental, and in some parishes they are higher. I 
this parish, many of the rate-payers are more than two years in arrears, What, then, bave 
the poor people to look to, except the paternal aid of government and the generous sympathy 
of the nation? The British empire, I am confident, will not overlook their claims nor forget 
their services. Though the Highlanders have been most unfortunate as tillers of their native 
soil, and in consequence have been a burden to thcir fellow-citizens, the fault is not their,— 
it is the act of a wise overruling Providence. Their desire is to be serviceable, and they 
have been often serviceable in other vad Sal If they did not by their agricultural 
pursuite, they have often by their martial valour, contributed to the nation’s wealth and the 
nation’s glory. There are many considerations which might be justly pressed upon the 
government and Icgislature in behalf of the suffering Highlanders, but it would be super 
fluous to do so, as there can be little doubt that the government will grant all necessary 
relief so soon as they are satisfied of the extent of the evil they are called upon to remedy. 
My fear is, that too much time may be lost in making the requisite investigation. Whatever 
measures government may ultimately adopt for the permanent and effectual amelioration of 
the Highlands, I earnestly entreat immediate steps may be taken to meet and stay the fur- 
ther progress of the existing famine.—I have the honour to be, your most obedient and humble 


rvant 
se ) ANGUS MARTI. 
To the Right Hon. Sir George Grey, 
Principal Secretary of State for the Home Department. 
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9—LETTER from Mr Wanprincron, dated January 31, 1851, with further Letter from 
Rev. Ancus Martin, dated January 25, 1851. Aprexpix (B.) 


Whitehall, 31st January 1851. "utter &e-. 


S1r,—I am directed by Secretary Sir George Grey to transmit to you, with reference to Mr Waddington to 
my letter of the 27th instant, the enclosed further letter from the Rev. Angus Martin, in Sir John M‘Neill. 
reference to his previous letter of the 21st instant, respecting the distress existing in the 3! Jan. 1851. 
Highlands of Scotland.—I have the honour to be, Sir, your obedient servant, 

H. WADDINGTON. 

Sir John M‘Neill, G.C.B., &c., &e. &e., 

Edinburgh. 
| Snizort Manse, 25th January 1851. 

S1r,—In my letter of the 21st instant I made a remark which, I am afraid, may be mis- Rev. A. Martin to 
understood. In reference to the poor-rates I said—‘ Already the poor-rates are as high Sir George Grey. 
as four per cent. on a mere nominal rental, and in some parishes they are higher.” What 75 Jan. 1851. 

I meant was, that the landlords’ share of the assessment amounts to four or five per cent. ; 
but the tenant pays an equal sum; so that the poor-rates amount to ten per cent. altogether 
in this parish.—I have the honour to be, your obedient servant, 

ANGUS MARTIN. 


The Right Honourable Sir George Grey, 
Home Secretary. 





10.—LETTER from Snerirr-SuBstiITuTE of Tobermory, to Sir GEorGE GREY, dated 
_ February 6, 1851, enclosing Resolutions of Meeting of Standing Destitution 
Committee, held at Tobermory, Feb. 5, 1851.—See APPENDIX (A), p. 27. 





11—LETTER from Mr. Wavprtneton, dated Feb. 7, 1851, enclosing Letter from Sir Mr. Waddington to 
JAMES MATHESON to Lord JOHN RussELL, dated Jan. 27, 1851, with Memorial of ger ee 


Parochial Boards of Lewis. 
Whitehall, 7h February, 1851. 


Si1r,—I am directed by Seerctary Sir George Grey to transmit to you herewith, to be 
laid before the Board of Supervision for Relief of the Poor in Scotland, a letter addressed 
to Lord John Russell by Sir James Matheson; and a Memorial from the parochial boards of the 
Island of Lewis, praying the government to take measures for relieving the destitution 
impending over that district.—I am, Sir, your obedicnt servant, 

H. WADDINGTON. 


The Secretary of the Board of Supervision, 
Edinburgh. 
13 Cleveland Row, 27th January 1851. 

My Lorp.—] have the honour to forward to your Lordship a Memorial from the paro- Sir James Matheson 
chial boards of the Lewis, praying that her Majesty's government will be pleased to take ¢ lord J. Russell, 
measures for relieving the destitution impending over that portion of the empire, with the et eaaeleo 
rest of the Hebrides, in consequence of the recurrence of the potato blight. 

Attention cannot fail to be excited by the fact set forth in the Memorial, of the inhabit- 
ants being still so helpess, and so incapable of earning a livlihood, after the large alms that 
have, for some years, been expended in every mode that was considered the most conducive 
to placing them in a position to maintain themselves from the fruits of their labour. 

he Memorialists state that, in their opinion, there is a physical obstruction to the im- 
provement of the labouring classes, of which, almost without an exception, the rural popula- 
tion of the Lewis consists, owing to their being all on a level in point of means, without the 
intermixture of a middle class, to whom they can look for continuous employment; and 
that, as the redundancy of population is notoriously the evil, emigration is the only effectual 
remedy to afford clbow-room and a fair scope for the success of the antecedent measures, 
which, from over-population, have hitherto proved comparatively unavailing. 

I feel called on, as the result of past experience, to express my concurrence in these sen- 
timente, as also in the prayer of the Memorial. 

I have the honour to be, &c., 

(Signed) JAMES MATHESON. 
. The Right Hon. Lord John Russell, M.P., &c., &e. 


Unto the Right Honourable Lorp Joun Russext, First Lord of the Treasury, 
The MEMORIAL of the undersigned Memugrs and Representatives of the Parocutar Memorial to Lord 


Boarps of the Istanp oF Lewis, in the County of Ross, North Britain, John Russell from 
ne tbe Boards of 

| t ces 
Humbly Sheveth, e jh aay ia is. 


at, in your memorialists’ humble opinion, the condition of the inhabitants of this 
island, in common with many other portions of the Hebrides, is now such as to render some 
action on the part of her Majesty’s government absolutely imperative, for the purpose of 
saving human life ; which opinion is founded on the following statement :— 

The superficial area of the Lewis is about four hundred thousand acres; the extent of 
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land actually under cultivation, fot the purpose of human food, is about ten thousand acres; 
and the population amounts to nearly twenty thousand. 

Although the proprietor has, since his accession to the property, expended for the educa- 
tional, moral, and physical wants of its inhabitants, sums amounting in the aggregate to 
the purchase price, and averaging about £12 sterling per annum to each family paying 
rent ; reclaimed and improved waste lands; formed roads and bridges; built an extensive 
brick and tile work ; a large patent slip ; and established a steam communication with the 
south ; in short, having done as much or more than could be expected of a single individual 
for the good of the island,—still it has proved unremuncrative, and only in a small degree 
promotive of the existing or prospective comfort and prosperity of his tenants, 

Whilst the natural inference is, that a people thus aided to so unprecedented a degree 
could not fail to have secured for themselves a sufhciency at least of the necessaries of life, 
and to have even their condition ameliorated, the present year’s experience proves the con- 
trary. This lamentable state of matters is easily accounted for. Besides the recurrence 
this season of the blight in the esculent, for many years so essential to the sustenance of 
the poor, it is well known that the cereal produce of the island has not, in the memory of 
man, been adequate to the supply of the inhabitants for more than six months of the year, 
—the more frequent experience being four months; their subsistence for the remaining 
six or eight months being derived in former years from the potato crop, the scanty produce 
of the dairy, and the precarious supplies of a stormy ocean having a bold and rocky coast, 
and from the proprietor’s expenditure—supplemented, for the last two years, by relief from 
the destitution committee. Correct statistics have shown the deficiency in the aliment 
and resources of the island to be to the extent of £25,000 sterling, provisions to that amount 
having been imported during each of the last four years. 

_ Previous to the mysterious dispensation which has for so many recurring seasons put an 
arrest upon two-thirds of the people’s daily food, periodical returns of famine, less or more 
severe, was no uncommon event in Lewis ; and, considering that the proprietor is compelled 
to suspend operations, and the relief committee have exhausted their funds, a dearth 
during the present year is inevitable. But, keeping in view the unsatisfactory results of the 
magnificent charity already bestowed, any appeal again to a benevolent public is not likely 
to be responded to in a measure proportionate to the exigency, seeing that the last has pro- 
duced no stimulus to increased industry—no disposition to seek remunerative employment 
furth of the island—no spirit of adventure to follow their friends to the colonies ; but rather 
the reverse have ensued. Again, the self-reliance for support is much weakened among 
the lower classes, owing to so many years training to depend on extraneous resources, 


combined with the unhappy effects of the poor law in prompting the hope of maintenance: 


at the worst. But besides these discouraging moral features of the case, there is a physical. 


obstruction to the improvement of the labouring classes, of which, almost without an exception, . 


the rural population in this island consists. 

The late proprietor, it is thought with a view to the adjustment of the holdings to the 
accommodation of the people, subdivided several somewhat extensive farms, and allocated 
them to the poor tenants in lots of from three to four acres. The present proprietor oe 
the estate so apportioned, and endeavouring to augment the productiveness of these smal 
holdings by trenching, draining, and fencing, has only perpetuated the system introduced 
by his predecessor, without apparently much benefiting the people. The consequence of this 
economical territorial arrangement 1s, that being now all labourers, and on a level as to means 


when a dearth occurs, tt affects all equally,—there being no intermizture of a middle class:of 


employers to whose surplus resources, for labour or money, recourse can be had. 
The enactments respecting barilla, and the removal of the duty from salt, have also de- 


prived the inhabitants of their principal remunerative employment in the manufacture of 


kelp ; and the depreciation of all agricultural, pastoral, and fishing produce is now fifty per 
cent. 
In these circumstances, the prospect, for the interval to the next crop, to the parochial 


boards, is really distressing. They can anticipate little short of two-thirds of the population 


becoming applicants for admission on their rolls; and to reject may be equally impossible 
as to relieve them. Starvation, and consequent debility and disease, will soon render them 


fit objects for aid; so that multitudes of those who are now rate-payers will become aid-re- 


ceivers. Even the whole rental of the land, which is merely nominal, must, in such a crisis, 
prove insufficient ; and if so, whence the legal provision for the poor? The redundancy of 
population being notoriously the evil, it suggests emigration 'as the only effectual remedy. 
Since the short-coming in the productions of the island is of such magnitude as to put the 
remedy immeasureably beyond the power of any proprietor, or the means of the better 
classes, or even any extent of relief from a benevolent public, it is hoped that it will 
not be thought unreasonable to look to a patriotic government, on whose resources 
a peaceable, a loyal, though suffering people, have hitherto abstained from making any de- 
mand. ‘The relief which is humbly suggested as that which would meet the case is twolold: 
viz.,—lirst. Aid for a judiciously-conducted emigration to some of the many rich unoccu- 
pied tracts in the colonies. Second. Aid for maintaining such members of the remnant po- 
pulation as may require it, till next crop. Emigration, besides diminishing the pressure of 
the resources of the industrious and respectable classes, and promoting the comforts of those 
removed, would tend to arrest the downward progress of a fast deteriorating people, and se- 


cure to the colonies an element of strength in the accession of a class still characterised by 


many valuable qualities, when a fitting sphere for their exercise is placed within reach. 
May it therefore please your Lordship to take the premises into your serious considera- 
tion, and bring the subject under the favourable notice of her Majesty's government, 
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at such time, and in snch form, as to your Lordship’s wisdom may seem meet, accom- 
panied not only with the weight of. official influence, but with the consideration for 
suffering humanity, in all its phases,.so eminently distinguishing your Lordship’s politi- 


cal career. | 
And your Memorialists will ever pray. 
. {Signed in name, and by appointment of the parochial boards of the Island of Lewis.) 
RODks. MORISON, Chairman, Parish of Stornoway. 
MURDOCH MACAULAY, Chairman, Parish of Uig. 
RODx. REID, Charrman, Partsh of Lochs. 
| “WILLIAM: MACRAE, Chairman, Parish of Barvas. 
January 1851. 





12.—PETITION from PresByTeRy of SKYE, addressed to Sir’ GeEorGE Grey, and 
dated February 8, 1851. 


Unto the Right Honourable Sir GEorcE Grey, Secretary of State for the Home 
Department. 


The Petition of the Presbytery of: Skye, in reference to the destitution of food within 


their bounds, 
Humbly sheweth, 

That your petitioners contemplate with great alarm the near approach of a general 
famine amongst their people. That many families are already without food, or means to 
provide it. That many more in a few months will be added to the number of the destitute. 
That the famine proceeds from various causes, over which the people have no control ; 
such as the failure of the potato crop, in consequence of the blight, and the damage sus- 
tained by the crops, in consequence of the inclemency of the harvest, the depreciation in 
the value of cattle, and the want of remunerative labour, togcther with the exhaustion of 
their means of subsistence during the last three years of the famine. ‘That there is a large 
class of the population who hold no lands from the proprietor, and were indebted to their 
neighbours for small patches of ground for raising potatoes, whose condition cannot be im- 
proved in their native country, where it is not possible to provide them with lands or work ; 
but it fortunately happens that many of the people, owing to encouraging accounts received 
from relatives, have a strong desire to emigrate to the colonies, where they would in a short 
time realise a competency, instead of being, as they are at present, a burden to their coun- 
trymen. That emigration, so as to relieve the country of its surplus population, and an 
improved mode of cultivation, are the only wise, safe, and economical measures which 
should be adopted for the permanent improvement of the Highland population. 

That the number of those whose condition cannot be improved at home, in the opizion 
of your petitioners, is not great, and that it would not be a formidable undertaking for the 
government to furnish the means of emigratimg to the colonies, where their labour is re- 
quired, and would be remunerated. ‘That there are no local resources for the maintenance 
of our surplus population. The poor-rates are already too high, and many are unable to 
pay the assessment ; and that your petitioners would regard an able-bodied poor-law as one 
of the greatest evils that could be inflicted on this country. 

May it therefore please you, and the other Members of her Majesty’s Government, to 
take the premises into your serious and early consideration, and your petitioners shall 
ever pray. 

Signed by authority, and in the name of the Presbytery of Skye, by 
JOHN M‘IVER, Moderator. 
Manse of Kilmuir, Isle of Skye, 
Feb. 8, 1851. 
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13.—MINUTE of Meeting of Committee formed in Edinburgh, for the Immediate 


Relief of the Famishing People in the Island of Skye, with extract letter, Mr M‘Queen 
to Mr Spence, and Correspondence between Mr Cowan, M.P., and Mr Spence. 


Edinburgh, 18th February 1851. 

This mecting has ascertained, especially by accounts from ministers of different denomi- 
Nations, now resident in Skye— 

Ist. That there are numerous families, in some districts of Skye, in a state of utter des- 
titution, without employment, without money, without food or adequate clothing, unable to 
travel, and likely to be very soon utterly exterminated, unless speedily relieved. 

2d. That the parochial boards in Skye are taking no adequate steps; and profess them- 


selves, from the extent of the calamity, to be unable to afford relief to the sufferers. 


3d. That the “ Board of Supervision for relief of the poor of Scotland,” sitting in Edin- 
bargh, although believing that the parochial boards are entitled by law, at their own dis- 
cretion, to raise funds by assessment for the relief of such distress, are not possessed of 
power legally to ordain the parochial boards so:to act, by exercising the optional powers 
with which they are invested. 

Under these circumstances, and without any reference to the causes by which this desti- 
tution has been produced, or might have been averted, or may:in future be prevented,. this 
Meeting has commenced a subscription, to be applied through the ministers of the different 


Minute of Edin- 
burgh Relief Com- 
mittee, 

18 Feb. 1851. 
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Avrestix (B.) denominations now resident in Skye, for the immediate relief of those miserably distressed 
Pea oe families, until it be ascertained whether any, or what steps, the government propose tp 
tters, &e. ° ; | ; pet. fee : ; : 
ee take, in the view of averting or mitigating the impending calamity. 
Minute of Edin. The above to be inserted in the newspapers, with the view of subscriptions being ob. 


burgh Relief Com- tained. 
mittee. 


12 Feb. 1851 (Signed) ALEX. MACGREGOR, Chairmen. 





kx 
The following Gentlemen will receive subscriptions :—The Rev. Alexander Macgregor, | te !: 
Minister of the Gaelic Church of Edinburgh, 25 West Nicolson Street; J. F. Macfarlan, Esq, | 
Druggist, 17 North Bridge; Dr Alison, 44 Heriot Row; Rev. Daniel Macfie, 24 Rankeil. | ito 
lour Street; J. A. Macrae, Esq., W.S., Great King Street; Rev. Andrew Arthur, 10 Ar } 2° 
niston Place ; Charles Spence, Fsq., S.S.C., 21 South St David Street, Edinburgh; or by | tekt 
Dr Matheson, Portree, Isle of Skye; Rev. James M‘Queen, Broadford, Isle of Skye; Rey, } rie 
C. Macdonald, Portree, Isle of Skye; Rev. D. S. M‘Eachern, Portree, Isle of Skye. futhf 
Extract LETTER from Mr M‘QuEEN to Mr SPENCE. 
Bradford, 11th February 1851. 

Extract letter, Mr =My Dear Sir,—As regards the wants of the people in Skye concerning the means of life— 
Hea to Mr their wants and distress are greater than many are willing to believe. There has never been h 
P an E eb. 1961. Such distress among them—thisI perfectly know. No doubt some parts of the island are worse ih 


than others ; but on the whole there are many suffering through the whole island. In the 
parish of Strath, and about Broadford, there are many in a state of starvation; and it is 
my candid opinion, unless God shall send immediate relief, that there is danger of death by 
starvation.’ There are many families living almost wholly on salted herrings and cold 
water; and there are some instances of strong men fainting for want of food, and of parents 
rising out of bed to handle their children, for fear of their dying through want of nourisb- 
ment. And as to my own house, there is a number of these miserable creatures from day 
to day pleading for some relief—and their very ccuntenances show that they are lingering 
between life and death; and I am assured, unless something is done tmmediutely, it will be 
too late; for to live on salted fish and cold water must bring on sickness that no relief 
can cure. This year, I am afraid, will be the severest that ever passed over Skye; but 
the Lord is rich, and can provide. 


CORRESPONDENCE between Mr Cowan, M.P., and the SECRETARY of the Association foe 
protection of the Poor. 


Mr Spence to Mr Cowan. 


21 St David Street, Edinburgh, 10¢h Feb. 1851. 
Mr Spence to Mr Dear Srr,—I was favoured by yours, and met the Gaelic minister (the Rev. A. 
* Web. 185 ;, | M‘Gregor) this morning by appointment, to go round to a few gentlemen for subscriptions 
"to the starving poor in Skye. 

You will perceive from the printed letter sent separately, the state of matters among the 
very destitute—I fear I must say the almost perishing—poor in Skye; though I have hopes 
that the small sums already transmitted to the island, through Mr M‘Gregor and myself, 
may have prevented actual death by starvation there. 

The information contained in the printed letter is fully confirmed by Mr Skene (secre- 
tary of the destitution fund), Dr Alison, and others, who have letters from the island. 

Not wishing to trust to the information of one person, I, on Thursday night, wrote to 
two of the Established clergy, two of the Free, and one Baptist minister, and requested 
answers, in course of post, as to the state of matters. I look for those answers this week.’ 

Had I seen Mr Skene previously to writing, I would not have considered it necessary to 
do so, as his information completely satisfied me that the first letter received had not over- 
rated the distress. 

We have already got some money, which has been sent off by post to a trusty person 
in the island on Saturday, and well this might be hailed as a God-send at Broadford. 
Hoping you'may be in town to-morrow, I will endeavour to see you. 

Some people cry out that the former fund was ill-managed, and protest that they will 
never give again to a similar case! Now, this is most preposterous; and I think better of 
those who say so, than to believe them serious. What! shall we permit our brethren to 
perish because the management of a former fund was imperfect ? This would be to punish 
the objects of distress for no fault of theirs; and, besides, are not all human efforts to do 
good imperfect, and shall we stop in a career of benevolence because matters are not man- 
aged in the best possible way? I am ready to grant, for argumcut’s sake, the premises, 
while I deny the conclusion of our objectors, and maintain, that whatever were the faults 
of the committee on the former occasion, we cannot liberate ourselves from our obligation 
to save human life now, by allegations, whether true or untrue, of the kind alluded to. 

Nor am I less dissatisfied with those who would excuse themselves from contributing to 
relieve the suffering Highlander under a visitation of Providence (the potato rot), by accus- 
ing him of zndolence. Before I can believe this charge, I must be satisfied that the usual 
motives to improve his land have not been denied to him. He who expects a tenant-al-will 
to improve his land like the man who holds a ase, forgets some of the most prominent 
features of our common nature. 


* Sco Extract from these Acswers abcve. 
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Lam for making the poor selj-supporting in every case where it is possible; and, with 

proper fixity of tenure, I believe the Highlanders, and Lowlanders too, would put forth a 

degree of energy in the improvement of their small ‘possessions that would surprise us; and 

that, by the introduction of spade-husbandry, saving of manures, &c. &c., Scotland could, 
with ease, support double the number of its present inhabitants. 


Excuse this hurried note, and if you can help us in our present attempt to save life in 
the Isle, the blessing of those who are ready to perish shall come upon you. 

Dr Alison has written to Mr Poulet Scrope, M.P., who has notified a motion on the sub- 
ject of the poor-laws, and has sent him a petition to Parliament from 386 heads of families 
in Skye, praying for relief; and I would hope, that when you get to Parliament, you will 
be kind enough to see Mr Scrope and aid him in this matter, and in getting some public 
relief to the sufferers in that distressed island.—I have the honour to be, dear Sir, yours 
faithfully, 


CHARLES SPENCE, 
Secretary to the Association for protection 
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Mr Spence to Mr 


Cowan. 
10 Feb. 1851. 


Mr Cowan to Mr 
Spence, 17th Feb. 
1851. 





The Board of Supervision have power to enforce the performance, by parochial boards, of 
those duties which they are bound to fulfil under the Poor-law Amendment Act, and ma 


y 
' apply to the Court of Session for aid where the parochial boards refuse or neglect to perform 
Le 


7 of the Poor. 
any Mr Cowan’s Answer. 
Eee. London, 17th Feb. 1851. 
aoe Dear Sirn,—I am sorry I have had no time to answer, or even to read, your letter of 
‘yi’ 10th, on the subject of the destitution in Skye, till my arrival here. 
ay L agree with you as to the desirableness of keeping the poor people alive, and at same 
‘ty. time any money that can be collected, ought to be judiciously expended, both for the sake 
‘yn. Of the objects and the subscribers. I have written my friends at Pennycuick on the sub- 
“ude ject. It seems to me that a heavy responsibility lies upon the administrators of the large 
arg. fund which ought to have been applied so as to conduce to the permanent well-being of the 
wa, Oighlands and Islands. But, no doubt, many difficulties have attended the proceedings of 
wavier the destitution committee. 
‘1, shall endeavour to see and confer with Mr Scrope to-day in the House. Have the 
oda ibedaionar as yet taken any steps in the matter, by the appointment of commissioners or 
~ Otherwise ? 
ue I had a letter lately from the Highlands, in which the writer expressed a wish that two 
Members of Parliament, a Scotch and an Englishman, should be sent down; and I have 
mer pie to think that they would both be inclined to act, if such a step were deemed advis- 
~_— able. 
I shall inquire as to this in the course of the day.—Meanwhile, believe me, dear Sir, 
yours sincerely, 
CHARLES COWAN. 
1h Fel, 1 
ep (the tl. 
use 14.—LETTER from Mr C. Spence, dated February 15, 1851, with Reply from 
ie SECRETARY Boarp of SUPERVISION, dated February 17, 1851. 
cea Edinburgh, 15th Fi ebruary 1851. Mr Spence to Mr 
hough Lh ” Srr,—I beg leave to hand you copy of my information from Skye; and you would notice Smythe. 
ree gt Mp = Scrope’s presenting a petition, which I transmitted him, to the House of Commons _15 Feb. 1851. 
_ .. on Monday. 
Mt “wat ig One of the gentlemen who acts with me, and at whose suggestion I now write you 
m the as (though it be Saturday evening), wishes me to state that, in the prospect of deaths by 
i ugh FE want, the parochial board are entitled to assess for those who are called able-bodied, but who 
er, ani” must now be many of them in Skye the opposite of able-bodied. He suggests that the pre- 
orors {hs 1 . Zi So, : 
snes" _ Sent is an emergency when those powers may most fitly be called into exercise; and if the 
eluate’ ~~ Board of Supervision declines interfering, that will be a strong fact of itself to state to Mr 
ced bad ax Scrope, in proof of the defects of our law, which he is to submit to Parliament. 
. There is a post to Skye to-morrow morning. 
p tts I must beg of you to cause a copy of this letter to be sent to me on Monday, as in the 
aith’ hurry of the moment I have no opportunity to retain a copy.—I am, &c., 
; (Signed) CHARLES SPENCE. 
re ae W. Smythe, Esq. 
yok Lee ® as : 
wr be? Board of Supervision, Edinburgh, Mr Smythe to Mr 
er L7th February 1851. Spence. 
op cuts Sir,—I have to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, dated loth February, which was 17 Feb. 1851. 
nite sent on Saturday night to my residence in Great Stuart Street. 
eta LT have to thank you for handing me a copy of your information from Skye. I did not 
wee wee happen to notice Mr P. Scrope’s presenting a petition, which you transmitted to him, to the 
yo oi Ss of Commons on Monday last. ‘There was no allugion to it in the newspapers which 
ial th saw. 
io You will, perhaps, be kind enough to furnish me with a copy of the petition in question, 
ie and to state the names of the principal parties from whom the petition proceeded, and. by 
pe what persons it was prepared and drawn up. The Board of Supervision may desire to 
i pt make inquiries on the subject, for the purpose of ascertaining how far the statements are to 
ie be relied on. 
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and Bracadale. 


154 LETTERS, ETC. 


what is by law required of them; but the statute does not make it imperative on parochial 
boards to grant relief to able-bodied persons, although, according to the opinion given to 
this Board by eminent counsel, it is within the powers of a parochial board to relieve such 
persons as occasional poor. The Board of Supervision, in @ communication recently made 
by them to Sir George Grey, which has been made public, intimated to him that the 
parochial boards in the distressed Highland districts were possessed of such a power, if they 


saw fit to exercise it.—I am, &c., 
Signed) W. SMYTHE, Secretary. 
Charles Spence, Esq., S.S.C. _ = 





15.—PETITION to House of Commons from Crofters, Cottars, and Others in parishes 
of Duirnish and Bracadale :— 


Unto the Honourable the Commons of Great Britain and Ireland, in Parliament 
assembled, 


The petition of the undersigned Crofters, Cottars, and Others residing in the 
parishes of Duirnish and of Bracadale, in the Island of Skye, Invernes- 


shire, 


Humbly Sheweth, 

That your petitioners have, for a considerable time past, been suffering most severe dis- 
tress, caused by the almost total failure of the potato crop, and by the more than partial 
failure of their corn, or grain crops, occasioned by the humidity of the climate, and by 
the inclemency of the weather, as well as by other causes beyond the control of your pe- 
titioners, for the last few years. 

That very many of your petitioners have no land whatever, but mere temporary huts, 
on barren rocks, near the shores, or on cold, unfertile mosses; and that in respect there 
is no employment in the island, at which those of your petitioners who have no land 
coull earn anything for their own support, they are now suffering very great privations, 
and are actually threatened with instant famine. That such of your petitioners as have 
land are placed on limited patches, so that the whole produce raised i them is not suf- 
ficient to provide them and their families with the necessaries of life for more than 
three montlis in the year. | 

That your petitioners have exhausted all their available resources in order to sustain 
life, and have also applied to every quarter from whence aid could be expected, but 
without success, and that now there is no prospect whatever before them but death by 
starvation, unless the government of this country speedily interpose on their behalf. 

That such of your petitioners as are able-bodied are quite willing to work, are seeking 
after, and are most anxious to obtain employment, but no employment can be at present 
obtained throughout the whole district ; a your petitioners are so reduced in circun- 
stances that they have neither food nor clothing, nor yet the means to enable them to 
remove to any distance, even if employment could be obtained in other parts of the king- 
dom. That at present infants and others who are unable to work, but are depending 
upon the able-bodied heads of families, are equally destitute with them, in respect the 
recent poor-law enactment, as interpreted by the Supreme Court of Scotland, excludes all 
such poor persons from parochial relief. 

That before the failure of the potato crop, and when the most of your petitioners had 
croft a little larger than at present, they paid their rents recularly, not, however, from 
the produce of their small lots, but with the wages obtained for work, almost wholly pro- 
cured for them by Macleod of Macleod. That since the failure of the potato crop, and 
especially since Macleod of Macleod and other proprietors left this country, your petition- 
ers would have become real objects of parish relief, and a burden on the poor rates, or would 
have died of starvation, had it not been for the relief afforded by a benevolent public through 
the medium of the Highland relief board. Your petitioners, being in great want, had to 
work hard cight hours for every ound of oatmeal they received from said board. The 
means at the disposal of that board are said to be exhausted some months ago; consequently 
your petitioners are, from this and the causes above stated, left in the depth of temporal 
misery and distress. 

Your petitioners, being sensible that her most gracious Majesty the Queen, and the exe 
cutive members of her Majesty’s government, will deeply lament that distress so severe, 8 
deep, and so intense, should exist among her Majesty’s peaceable and loyal subjects in Skye, 
they therefore the more earnestly press upon your attention the urgency and the importance 
of their case; and the absolute necessity of your urging for an immediate inquiry, by com- 
mission or otherwise, into the extent and the causes of the present alarming destitution 
among them, not only with the view of providing some immediate relief (in return for la- 
bour) for those who now suffer, but also and especially with the view of removing the causes 
of destitution, and preventing, if possible, a recurrence of such alarming distress as now eX- 
ists among the people of this island. 

Under all these circumstances, your petitioners respectfully submit that their distressing 
case, as stated in this appeal, is entitled to your immediate and most anxious consideration, 
not only for the purpose of enabling you to devise measures for providing employment for 
your petitioners, whereby they may honestly and diligently earn a support for their fami- 
jies immediately, but t» enable you to suggest and move for such alterations on the law of 


fi 


ti 


this country, with regard to the destitute, as will ensure that no person who cannot find 
work, and who is in want by no fault of his, shall not die of starvation. 

Further, that the attention of the government be directed to the system now too gene- 
rally pursued of throwing whole districts out of cultivation for game and grazing purposes, 
and assigning to the evicted inhabitants small patches of barren land, and in many instances 
no land whatever, thus producing idle habits, increase of destitution, and periodical famine, 
with their whole train of degeneracy and degradation, a system which has already proved 
tohave been very prejudicial to the best interests of both landlords and people in this 
island. 
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Petition frou 
Crofters, Cottars, 
&e. in Duirnish and 
Bracadale. 


May it therefore please the Honourable the Commons of Great Britain and Ireland, in 
Parliament assembled, to consider this petition, and in respect thereof, and of the 
statements therein made, to take your petitioners’ condition into immediate considera- 
tion, and to adopt such measures with reference thereto, for relieving their immediate 


may scem meet and best. 


wants, and for promoting their permanent improvement, as to you, in your wisdom, 


And your petitioners shall ever pray, &c. &c. 
Signed by 255 heads of families, representing in all 1057 destitute persons dependent 
on them. 





16—ABSTRACT of RETURNS, showing the Amount of Relief given by Inspectors of Poor Return of Relief 


to persons, not by law entitled to Parochial Relief, during the following Months of 1851 :— 


























ER, 


Names of Parishes. 





April. 


| Meal. | Money. 

















ne os 
' Meal. 





L. 8. d. | Lbs. | DL. s. de | Lbs. 

Kilfinichen, - | None. | 202 | No return. Sis 
Torosay, -  - 0 4 6 -- | O13 3 sa 
Kilninian and Kilmore,| None. sate None. sie 
ortree, - 215 0 | 611 6 <3 
Kilmuir, -  - 19 6 0 | 16 451] .. 
Snizort, - - 519 0 10 7 7 ses 
Duirnish, - — - 1 3 38 112 0 re 
Bracadale, - — - | 70 vee ( 
Strath, - - 714 4 fi 617 2 |... 
Sleat, - - | 5 13 10 oe 1419 7 
Glenelp, - - None. 35 None. 
Kintail, -  - None. 35 014 0 
Glenshiel, - = - None. 35 210 0 sas 
Lochalsh, - 012 6 | 6123 1022 | 
Lochcarron, - No return. |... None. ed 
Applecross, No return. No return. | ... 
Gairloch, - = - No return. No return. | ... 
Lochbroom, - 110 6 | 019 0 ‘ie 
Stornoway, - No return. | 2 7 6 ss 
Barvas, - - No return. ste | sae | 264 
Uig,- - - | Noreturn. | ... 1 6 0 ai 
Loch, -— - | No return. eae 122} 

arms, -  - | No return. | O14 2 se 
North Uist, - | No return. sie 1268 
South Uist, - | No return. 1924 

alra, - - | No return. 6534 
Tyre,  - - | No return. . 14 





No return. 
No return. 


No return. 
No return. 


No return. 
No return. 


given to able-bodied | 
persons in March, ! 
April, and May, 
~--—-; 18517. 


May. 


ee ee - 


Money. 





No return. 
15 2 33 
10 8 94 


nie OO 
710 8 
33.19 64 
Not stated. 
010 0 


2722 
a 13824 
117 6 | 6105 


None. 


19 0 
2 6 2 
' None. 

110 3 
1 8 6 








5354 





17.—NOTE of Sums remitted to the parochial boards of Skye by the Highland Destitution 


Portree, 
Kilmuir, 
Snizort, 
Durnish, 


Committee, on 28th April 1851 :— 


- £88 6 6 Bracadale, - 
- 9011 6 Strath,* 

- 80 9 0 _— Sleat, -. - 
- 124 9 6 


* Exclusive of Strathaird, which had a separate supply. 


£45 11 6 
63 14 0 
67 13 0 
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Avvexmix (B.) 18.—TABLE showing the Annual Value of Real Property returned to Parliament in 1843, and 
the Sums raised and expended for the Relicf and Management of the Poor, in the years 
1846-50 inclusive, in the following Parishes :— 





Letters, &e. 


Value of Real Pro- 
perty in 1843, and 
Suns raised for and a Sere Sean EEE 











expended on Reli 

of Dick 1846-50. i Parish. a re Annual Value in | Year. Sum aaa | Sum ae 
sai oe 1843. | | Relief of Poor. | Relief of Poor. 
ee: ew a £adj| £a 4 

1846 17 4 24 48 17 7 
| 1847 310 0 0 390 0 0. | 
| Kilfinichen, - - - | 4668 16 10 1848 300 0 O 300 0 0 | 
| 1849 634 5 102 634 5 103 

| ! 1850 512 138 2 512 13 2 
| 1846 4510 44 208 14 5 | 

1847 250 0 QO 195 0 8 

Torosay, - - - - 5007 13 1848 279 2 7 279 2 7 
1849 340 2 1 328 5 82 

1850 372 10 9% 397 15 2 

1846 251 611 231 10 0 

| 1847 179 4 9 179 4 9 

Kilninian, - - - - | 7900 6 O24] 1848 | 382 7 7 | 38177 
1849 463 5 8 463-14 9 

L 1850 577 10 O 584 5 1 

1846 69 7 6 74:13 «6 

1847 269 2 O 269 110 

Portree, - - - 3195 9 1848 450 0 0O 490 19 104 

| 1849 450 0 0 405. 1 3 

: 1850 | 456 3 5 | 394 16 104 

1846 82 10 0 82 10 0 

1847 300 0 0 337 6 8 

Kilmuir, - - - - | 2883 8 64] 1848 | 65611 2 | 65611 2 
1849 434 9 0O 434 9 0 

1850 | 400 0 0 | 49518 % 
| 1846 | 109. 0 0 9619 2% 
1847 200. 0 O 212 0 0. 
| Gnizortt - - - - 2957 11 8 1848 400 0 0 200 0 Q 
1849 329 8 114 370 2 114 

1850 292 15 0 285 9 0 
| 1846 25 0 0 27 i 10 
| 1847 342 8 41 342 4 | 
Duirnish, - - - - 4998 11 0 1848 293 14 113 293 Pe a | 

| 1849 317 17 8 317 18 8 

| 1850 | 387 0 0 | 406 6 5: 

| 1846 40 0 O 40 0 Q 

| 1847 136 0 0 136 0 0 

| Bracadale, - - - - | 3920 15 0O 1848 166 O O 166 0 0. 
| | 1849 198 15 2 248 15 2. 
| 1850 | 258 2 0 | 258 2 0 
1846 | 17 13 10 17 13 10 

| 1847 271 7 ue 245 11 74 
Strath,- - - - - | 3026 1 94] 1819 | 461 5 0 | 461 5 0 | 
1849 373 7 3h 373 7 3t 

, 1850: 137 14 63 413 12 24 
f 1846 25 6 6 29 6 6 |! 

| 1847 209 9 44 265 5 4 

Sleat, - - - - | 2097 1848 301 7 O 35L 7 0 

| 1849 373 5 1 373 5 1 

| 1850 367 12 11 374 & 3 














Parish. 


Gairloch, - - - - 


Lochbroom, 


Stornoway- - - - 


Barvas, = - - - o 





6642 3 | 
é 


3017 4 6 






2487 11 ( 
( 


4809 11 4 





1941 17 i 


9542 1 54 


1846 
1847 
1848 
1849 
1850 


- 1846 


1847 
1848 
1849 
1850 


1846 
1847 
1848 
1849 
1850 


1846 


1847 


1848 


1849 
1850 


1846 
1847 
1848 
1849 
1850 


1846 
1847 
1848 
1849 
1850 


1846 
1847 
1848 
1849 
1850 


1846 
1847 
1848 
1849 


1850 


1846 
1847 
1848 
1849 
1850 


1846 
1847 
1848 
1849 
1850 


1846 
1847 
1848 
1849 
1850 


£ 

81 
281 
304 
286 
329 


115 
108 
124 
136 

67 


40 
79 
114 
115 
77 


155 
110 
130 





OW a1 © 
bn 


pod pe 
© He pt 7 
DWOUMMD 2NMDOW HORAID CNRS OPO 





—_ 


top~ 


na~ 


Sum expended 


on 
Relief of Poor. 


£ 8. dd. 

8111 4 
278 9 4 
29910 12 
309 O 103 
318 13 O 


83 1 


263 15 


24 9 
42 14 
163° 15 
147 7 
175 13 


6 
1 
4 
8 
0 
0 
8 
4 
7 
0 
8 
203 0 3 
6 
0 
7 
3 
7 
4 
11616 6 
136.17 9 
251 19 5 
202 2 6 
190 19 1 
440 2 1h 
484.15 43 
420 3 6 
345 7 4 


123 7 1 
504 15 11 
620 6 OL. 
564 0 1 
55219 0 


18517 1 
34612 3 
395 6 6 
519 5 0 
571 13 64 


255 10 94 
182 13 6 
199 4 6 
228 4 2 
385 15 10 


148 1 104 
16017 5 
19413 4 
167 10 6 
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Letters, &c. 





Value of Real Pro- 





Parish. 


TEE 


perty in 1843, aud 
sums raised for and 
expended on Relief 
of Poor, 18-46-50. 


Lochs, - - - 


Harris, - - - 


North Uist, - 


South Uist, - 


Barra, - - - 


Tyree and Coll, 
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£ os, 


2514 2 


4015 8 


4080 7 


5862 18 


2869 12 


A473 6 








d. 


3 


Cc 


' 
| 





1846 
1847 
1848 
1849 
1850 


Sum raised 


for 
Relief of Poor. 


174 13 
170 8 
229 14 
202 15 


984 0 
282 8 
304 13 
243 13 


242 10 


43 0 
281 0 


296 2 
3829 9 
267 16 


135 0 
330 11 
413 2 
309 18 
358 19 


124 15 
124 0 
131 6 
129 10 
193 4 


83 18 
“15 8 
674 17 
772 «17 


432 7 


top~ Pleo 


top~ ies 


140 6 3h 
192 17 10} 


210 13 
202 15 


984 0) 
311 1 
304 12 
243 13 
250 3 


10 2 
257 7 
276 1 
312 10 
384 19 


42 10 
330 11 
413 2 
399 18 
398 19 


114 18 
134 0 
131 6 
123 9 
193 4 


wD OD 
743 12 
652 3 
711 18 
383 19 





oh wpe nebeveee 


ary, 
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